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Members support serving and ex-serving personnel and their families in their communities 

 

 

The Royal Hillsborough Branch, a new 

Branch finding its old roots 

The Royal Hillsborough Branch is one of the 

RBL’s newest Branches and re-opened in 

September 2021. Over 60 Members have 

joined since formation and events have been 

organised for the community including a 

dedication service for the new Standard that 

was well attended by the public and supported 

by other Branches and associations who 

paraded their Standards through the village. 

   

 

9 Members of the same family across 5 

generations have joined the RBL 

The Sturman Family are long standing RBL 

supporters and the tradition of joining as 

Members has been kept alive through 5 

generations. The first members to join were 

WW1 veteran Russel William Sturman and his 

wife Gladys and later their son Arthur, a WW2 

veteran also became a member. Today 

Arthur’s children and younger members of the 

family are Members of the Loddon Branch. 

View the PDF version 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fe-britishlegion.org.uk%2Ft%2F1LKB-7Z64V-46ED4EC5897E12C3P1NIC7611E9B55034ED69D%2Fcr.aspx%3Fv%3D0&data=05%7C01%7Cdnikolakopoulou%40britishlegion.org.uk%7Ce7287f042ecc465101af08da84e362c2%7C9c1b99166290453fa1c3a60f22a79bc0%7C0%7C0%7C637968409418384423%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Juq0J1%2FaOvCufz4n88HrVF2KyyzE9UgZkz8gBWTdyYw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fe-britishlegion.org.uk%2Ft%2F1LKB-7Z64V-P1NIC7-4VTIQZ-1%2Fc.aspx&data=05%7C01%7Cdnikolakopoulou%40britishlegion.org.uk%7Ce7287f042ecc465101af08da84e362c2%7C9c1b99166290453fa1c3a60f22a79bc0%7C0%7C0%7C637968409418384423%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wmWnOxjdYPFQ7pQRmdRVCOkoWs34uUYx%2F7WumAKgWhw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fe-britishlegion.org.uk%2Ft%2F1LKB-7Z64V-P1NIC7-4W5HKD-1%2Fc.aspx&data=05%7C01%7Cdnikolakopoulou%40britishlegion.org.uk%7Ce7287f042ecc465101af08da84e362c2%7C9c1b99166290453fa1c3a60f22a79bc0%7C0%7C0%7C637968409418384423%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GtO5ZjSICqhDHjnXtYtH%2B1mQVYOmRLdhmTMOETgKJt0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fe-britishlegion.org.uk%2Ft%2F1LKB-7Z64V-P1NIC7-4W5HKD-1%2Fc.aspx&data=05%7C01%7Cdnikolakopoulou%40britishlegion.org.uk%7Ce7287f042ecc465101af08da84e362c2%7C9c1b99166290453fa1c3a60f22a79bc0%7C0%7C0%7C637968409418384423%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GtO5ZjSICqhDHjnXtYtH%2B1mQVYOmRLdhmTMOETgKJt0%3D&reserved=0


 

   

 

    

   

LGBT Veterans Independent Review 

launched  

The Review examines the impact of the ban 

on homosexuality in the UK Armed Forces. 

LGBT personnel who served from 1967-2000, 

those who witnessed the treatment of LGBT 

Service personnel and those involved in 

delivering the ban can share their experiences 

with the Review Team here. The RBL 

Campaigns, Policy and Research team is 

keen to hear from those affected to inform our 

own response to the review. To provide 

feedback or attend a focus group please 

contact publicaffairs@britishlegion.org.uk 

 

  

 

 

 

  
 

   

Marking this year's South Asian 

Heritage Month 

As we mark this year’s South Asian Heritage 

Month, we remember the men and women 

from South Asia or of South Asian descent 

who have served and played a pivotal role in 

   

 

Remembrance live Assembly on Friday 

11th November 

We invite young people aged 7-11 across the 

country to join us for a special Remembrance 

live Assembly streaming on 11 November from 

10.30-11.05am. This interactive assembly will 
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defending Britain for centuries. From the First 

World War to today’s Armed Forces, there are 

many stories of South Asian service and 

sacrifice. The RBL is dedicated to ensuring the 

sacrifices made by so many are never 

forgotten. 

 

   

explore Remembrance through poetry and 

music - uniting children in the Two Minute 

Silence. To register your interest please email 

Remembrance@britishlegion.org.uk. Please 

share this with schools and teachers in your 

local community. 

 

    

 

Apply for your chance to compete in the 

next Invictus Games 

If you’d like to take part in the next Invictus 

Games as part of Team UK you can apply now 

to attend the pre-selection training camps 

taking place from Sep-Dec 2022. During these 

camps, that will take place across the UK, you 

can try a range of sports, and meet RBL staff 

who will be there to support you every step of 

the way on your recovery journey. 

 

   

   

 

Take on the RBL’s 2023 overseas 

cycling events for a ride of a lifetime 

Join the unique historian-guided 3-day Pedal 

to Ypres ride to the iconic Menin Gate in July, 

or the 4-day grand tour experience of Pedal to 

Paris in August, cycling down the Champs-

Élysées to the Arc de Triomphe. Help raise 

funds for the Armed Forces community, create 

unique memories and experience unbeatable 

camaraderie. 

 

    

Did you know that... 
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RBL has been successful in our application for a 

Gold Defence Employer Recognition Scheme 

award, demonstrating our support to the Armed 

Forces community. 
  

   

 

The poppy sports pins are now available to 

purchase from the Poppy Shop (excluding the 

EU). Don't forget to use the discount code 

MEMBER15 to get 15% off. 
   

       

 

Remembrance Sunday Package at the 

National Memorial Arboretum 

Bookings are open for the Arboretum’s 

Remembrance Sunday package for groups of 

ten or more. Groups will be welcomed with a 

cup of tea or coffee whilst they listen to a brief 

history of the Arboretum before watching the 

Remembrance Sunday Service on screens 

from the comfort of a designated table in 

Aspects or live in the grounds of the 

Arboretum. Following the service, groups will 

enjoy a two-course lunch. Tickets cost £23.50. 

 

   

 

Marking HM The Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee with a special concert  

On 17 September, the RBL’s Central Band led 

by Captain David Cole will perform at the 

Cadogan Hall with all proceeds going to the 

Poppy Appeal. You’ll hear some of the most 

celebrated tracks from the 1950s to the 

present day. Nikki Bentley, known for her high-

profile musical theatre roles, will be joining to 

sing songs from the West End, including from 

the musical Wicked. Use the discount code 

RBL10 to get 10% off when booking tickets. 

 

Find out more Book tickets 
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Going back in time 

 

 

From the Royal British Legion Magazine September 1937 

The King and Queen visit their Irish Veterans. Their Majesties, accompanied by Captain J.L. 

Bennet, Chairman, Northern Ireland Area of the Legion (on the King's right) walking back to the 

entrance of the Garden of Remembrance after laying a wreath. 
   

    

This month's poll 

Did you serve during wartime? 

 

1. Yes 

2. No 

3. I have family members/friends who served during a conflict 

4. I worked as a civilian employee supporting the Armed Forces during a conflict 

5. Other 

 

 

    

Take the poll 
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Last month's poll 

 

With the covid restrictions lifted for some time now, have you had a chance to attend an RBL in 

person event? 

429 Participants 
  

% 
  

 

 

1 
  

1 
  

Yes I've attended a local event 
  

64.80% 
  

 

 

2 
  

2 
  

Yes I've attended a national event including 

Falklands 40, WS centenary at the NMA 
  

20.28% 
  

 

 

3 
  

3 
  

No I couldn't attend any RBL events 
  

13.52% 
  

 

 

4 
  

4 
  

No there have not been any RBL events in 

my area 
  

13.05% 
  

 

 

5 
  

5 
  

Other 
  

16.55% 
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If you have any questions about the e-newsletter, please don’t hesitate to contact me. If you have 

questions about your membership card or want to change your home or email address please 

contact our Membership Services team MembershipServices@britishlegion.org.uk 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Dimitra Nikolakopoulou 

Membership Communications Officer 

membershipcomms@britishlegion.org.uk 

    

Quick links Contact 
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Membership 

Get support 

Poppy Shop 

     

Royal British Legion 

Haig House 

199 Borough High St 

London SE1 1AA 

membershipcomms@britishlegion.org.uk 
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Members support serving and ex-serving personnel and their families in their communities 
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The Royal Hillsborough Branch, a new 

Branch finding its old roots 

The Royal Hillsborough Branch is one of the 

RBL’s newest Branches and re-opened in 

September 2021. Over 60 Members have 

joined since formation and events have been 

organised for the community including a 

dedication service for the new Standard that 

was well attended by the public and supported 

by other Branches and associations who 

paraded their Standards through the village. 

 

   

   

 

9 Members of the same family across 5 

generations have joined the RBL 

The Sturman Family are long standing RBL 

supporters and the tradition of joining as 

Members has been kept alive through 5 

generations. The first members to join were 

WW1 veteran Russel William Sturman and his 

wife Gladys and later their son Arthur, a WW2 

veteran also became a member. Today 

Arthur’s two children and younger members of 

the family are Members of the Loddon Branch. 

 

    

Read the story Read the story 
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LGBT Veterans Independent Review 

launched  

The Review examines the impact of the ban 

on homosexuality in the UK Armed Forces. 

LGBT personnel who served from 1967-2000, 

those who witnessed the treatment of LGBT 

Service personnel and those involved in 

delivering the ban can share their experiences 

with the Review Team here. The RBL 

Campaigns, Policy and Research team is 

keen to hear from those affected to inform our 

own response to the review. To provide 

feedback or attend a focus group please 

contact publicaffairs@britishlegion.org.uk 

 

  

 

 

 

  
 

   

Marking this year's South Asian 

Heritage Month 

As we mark this year’s South Asian Heritage 

Month, we remember the men and women 

from South Asia or of South Asian descent 

who have served and played a pivotal role in 

defending Britain for centuries. From the First 

World War to today’s Armed Forces, there are 

many stories of South Asian service and 

sacrifice. The RBL is dedicated to ensuring the 

   

 

Remembrance live Assembly on Friday 

11th November 

We invite young people aged 7-11 across the 

country to join us for a special Remembrance 

live Assembly streaming on 11 November from 

10.30-11.05am. This interactive assembly will 

explore Remembrance through poetry and 

music - uniting children in the Two Minute 

Silence. To register your interest please email 

Remembrance@britishlegion.org.uk. Please 

Find out more 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fe-britishlegion.org.uk%2Ft%2F1LKB-7Z64V-P1NIC7-4VULVO-1%2Fc.aspx&data=05%7C01%7Cdnikolakopoulou%40britishlegion.org.uk%7C35810ebc89514a6ddb1308da844def24%7C9c1b99166290453fa1c3a60f22a79bc0%7C0%7C0%7C637967767503832459%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aMQ%2Fc9irJ3tmWR00o62WhrnHyMAeY8h4jdB8qDdcJwc%3D&reserved=0
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sacrifices made by so many are never 

forgotten. 

 

   

share this with schools and teachers in your 

local community. 

 

    

 

Apply for your chance to compete in the 

next Invictus Games 

If you’d like to take part in the next Invictus 

Games as part of Team UK you can apply now 

to attend the pre-selection training camps 

taking place from Sep-Dec 2022. During these 

camps, that will take place across the UK, you 

can try a range of sports, and meet RBL staff 

who will be there to support you every step of 

the way on your recovery journey. 

 

   

   

 

Take on the RBL’s 2023 overseas 

cycling events for a ride of a lifetime 

Join the unique historian-guided 3-day Pedal 

to Ypres ride to the iconic Menin Gate in July, 

or the 4-day grand tour experience of Pedal to 

Paris in August, cycling down the Champs-

Élysées to the Arc de Triomphe. Help raise 

funds for the Armed Forces community, create 

unique memories and experience unbeatable 

camaraderie. 

 

    

Did you know that... 

 

Find out more Find out more 

Find out more Find out more 
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RBL has been successful in our application for a 

Gold Defence Employer Recognition Scheme 

award, demonstrating our support to the Armed 

Forces community. 
  

   

 

The poppy sports pins are now available to 

purchase from the Poppy Shop (excluding the 

EU). Don't forget to use the discount code 

MEMBER15 to get 15% off. 
   

       

 

Remembrance Sunday Package at the 

National Memorial Arboretum 

Bookings are open for the Arboretum’s 

Remembrance Sunday package for groups of 

ten or more. Groups will be welcomed with a 

cup of tea or coffee whilst they listen to a brief 

history of the Arboretum before watching the 

Remembrance Sunday Service on screens 

from the comfort of a designated table in 

Aspects or live in the grounds of the 

Arboretum. Following the service, groups will 

enjoy a two-course lunch. Tickets cost £23.50. 

 

   

   

 

Marking HM The Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee with a special concert  

On 17 September, the RBL’s Central Band led 

by Captain David Cole will perform at the 

Cadogan Hall with all proceeds going to the 

Poppy Appeal. You’ll hear some of the most 

celebrated tracks from the 1950s to the 

present day. Nikki Bentley, known for her high-

profile musical theatre roles, will be joining to 

sing songs from the West End, including from 

the musical Wicked. Use the discount code 

RBL10 to get 10% off when booking tickets. 

 

       

Find out more Book tickets 
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Going back in time 

 

 

From the Royal British Legion Magazine September 1937 

The King and Queen visit their Irish Veterans. Their Majesties, accompanied by Captain J.L. 

Bennet, Chairman, Northern Ireland Area of the Legion (on the King's right) walking back to the 

entrance of the Garden of Remembrance after laying a wreath. 
   

    

This month's poll 

Did you serve during wartime? 

 

1. Yes 

2. No 

3. I have family members/friends who served during a conflict 

4. I worked as a civilian employee supporting the Armed Forces during a conflict 

5. Other 

 

 

    

Last month's poll 

Take the poll 
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With the covid restrictions lifted for some time now, have you had a chance to attend an RBL in person 

event? 

429 Participants 
  

% 
  

 

 

1 
  

1 
  

Yes I've attended a local event 
  

64.80% 
  

 

 

2 
  

2 
  

Yes I've attended a national event including 

Falklands 40, WS centenary at the NMA 
  

20.28% 
  

 

 

3 
  

3 
  

No I couldn't attend any RBL events 
  

13.52% 
  

 

 

4 
  

4 
  

No there have not been any RBL events in 

my area 
  

13.05% 
  

 

 

5 
  

5 
  

Other 
  

16.55% 
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If you have any questions about the e-newsletter, please don’t hesitate to contact me. If you have 

questions about your membership card or want to change your home or email address please 

contact our Membership Services team MembershipServices@britishlegion.org.uk 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Dimitra Nikolakopoulou 

Membership Communications Officer 

membershipcomms@britishlegion.org.uk 

    

Quick links 

Membership 

Get support 

Contact 

Royal British Legion 

Haig House 
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Poppy Shop 

     

199 Borough High St 

London SE1 1AA 

membershipcomms@britishlegion.org.uk 
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