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Story of the Yeovil & District RBL Branch and  The “PITTARD’S POPPY” 
The Pittards Poppy The trophy was donated by the local leather company of Pittards Ltd. (now No-Longer Trading) of Yeovil, Somerset. It is a perpetual trophy and is competed for annually in the Yeovil and surrounding areas for the best poppy display during the National Act of Remembrance period each October-November.  The Trophy consist of 7 Red Leather Poppies Mounted on a Wooden Plinth and awarded for the best dressed shop window, public or school display in the areas of responsibility of the Yeovil & District RBL Branch. (The winners will hold the trophy for a year, returning it in time for the next competition in the following year). 
 
From an idea to Concept:
Every year Yeovil and its surrounding district abounds with some wonderful Remembrance Day commemorative displays, whether they be found in a school, business, or private household’s. 
So, in 2019 from an Idea  of the then Yeovil Branch Vice-Chair, Peter Forrester that it was time to recognise these presentations, by having a perpetual trophy made so that the best Remembrance Day themed presentation could be suitably rewarded. Therefore, with the committees blessing, Peter approached the local leather company of Pittard’s P.L.C. who were more than happy to donate a trophy that would be a significant reflection of Yeovil and the surrounding area and in what better way to do so than have a poppy trophy made of leather? In consultation with Pittard’s P.L.C., and its chief designer, Alice Chambers, who came up with its current design as well as making the trophy by hand and consists of a display of red leather poppies mounted upon a wooden plinth. 
The above photographs shows the Vice Chair of Yeovil Branch accepting the “Pittards Poppy” trophy from Alice on the 30th  of September 2019. It is planned to award this annual prize to the best Remembrance Day themed decoration or display. Judging for the event would take place during the week commencing Monday 4th through to Friday 8th November 2019. Any business, school, or private individuals who fall within the Yeovil Branch Royal British Legion’s areas of responsibility e.g. Brympton, Chilthorne Domer, Chilton Cantelo and Ashington, East Chinnock, Ilchester, Limington, Marston Magna, Mudford, Queen Camel, Rimpton, Sparkford, Stoke Sub Hamdon, Tintinhull, Yeovil, Yeovil Without and Yeovilton would be eligible to enter this inaugural event. The winners will retain the trophy for 10 months and may display it accordingly. Entry  was free and applications were made through the branch's Facebook page, "Yeovil RBL”

THE INAUGUARL PRESENTATION OF THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION YEOVIL BRANCH “PITTARD’S POPPY AWARD” FOR THE BEST REMEMBRANCE DAY DISPLAY FOR 2019 WAS AWARDED TO: 
The Brookie-Bridge Community Project. 
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The picture shows Peter Forrester, the Vice-Chair of the Yeovil Branch, Royal British Legion, presenting the inaugural competition of the Pittards Poppy for the best Remembrance Day Display for 2019 to John Gilbert, representing the Brookie-Bridge Community Project. 
Project members, Nicola Gilbert along with Ellen Russell is seen holding the certificate.
As a result of their efforts the community also raised £90 for the Poppy Appeal.

Additionally, the following shops and schools where HIGHLY COMMENDED and presented with Certificates as well.
Able2Achieve, Yeovil. Eleanor Florence Bridal Shop, Yeovil. Just Maria, Ilchester. 
Reckleford School and Nursery, Yeovil. St. Margaret’s Hospice Shop, Hendford, Yeovil. 
St. Margaret’s Church of England Primary School, Tintinhull.
Pittard’s Trophy Award Winners
2018 – Eleanor Florence Bridal Shop, Princess Street, Yeovil.
2019 – Brookie Bridge Community Project.
2020 – Pen Mill Hotel, Sherbourne Road, Yeovil.
2021-2023 – Not Held Covid.
2024 – Joint Winners _ Café Vie, Princess Street and Huish Primary School Yeovil.
2025 – Joint Winners – The Break Charity Shop Abbey Manor and Robert Frith Opticians, Princes Street.
2026 –
2027 -
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