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Ca uses an d Causes of World War |

Key causes include militarism, alliances, imperialism, and nationalism,

M aj o r Eve n ts which greatly contributed to the outbreak of the war.

Assassination of Archduke

The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand was the immediate
trigger that set off World War |I.

e . @ e Declaration of War

: _ : : The Declaration of War marked the beginning of the conflict that
% . - ooty escalated into a global war involving multiple nations.
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Global Conflict Escalation

Following the Declaration, the situation escalated quickly, drawing in
countries from around the world into the war.




Key Battles and Turning Points

Battle of the Somme

The Battle of the Somme was one of the largest battles during World War |,
symbolizing the horrors of trench warfare and significant loss of life.

Battle of Verdun

The Battle of Verdun was another critical battle characterised by its enormous
casualty numbers and a symbol of French determination during the war.

Impact of Trench Warfare

Trench warfare defined the conflict, creating brutal conditions for soldiers and
leading to a staggering loss of life across multiple battles.
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Armistice and Aftermath

Signing of the Armistice

The Armistice, signed on November 11 1918, marked the end of hostilities in
World War |, a pivotal moment in history.

Treaty of Versailles

The Treaty of Versailles was signed in 1919, establishing peace terms and
redrawing national boundaries in Europe.

Establishment of New Nations

The aftermath of the war led to the creation of new nations and changes in
national borders, setting the stage for future conflicts.
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Causes and Major Events

Causes of World War i

Key causes included unresolved issues from World War I, economic instability,
and the emergence of totalitarian regimes in Europe.

Invasion of Poland

The invasion of Poland in 1939 marked the beginning of World War Il,
prompting a global conflict.

Attack on Pearl Harbor

The attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941 led to the United States entering the war,
significantly altering the conflict's dynamics.




Key Battles and Turning Points

Battle of Stalingrad

The Battle of Stalingrad was a significant turning point in World War II,
showcasing the resilience of Soviet forces against the German army.

D-Day Invasion

The D-Day invasion marked a crucial turning point in the war, as Allied forces
launched a successful operation to retake Europe from Nazi control.

Imphal & Kohima
Battles equally as significant as D-Day, turning the tide of War in the East.

Strategic Ingenuity

The key battles highlighted the strategic ingenuity of the Allied forces,
showcasing effective military planning and cooperation among nations.




End of the War and Aftermath

Unconditional Surrender

World War Il concluded with the unconditional surrender of Germany and
Japan in 1945, marking a pivotal moment in history.

Establishment of the United Nations

The aftermath of the war saw the establishment of the United Nations, aimed
at promoting international cooperation and preventing future conflicts.

Beginning of the Cold War

The end of World War Il also marked the beginning of the Cold War,
fundamentally reshaping global dynamics and international relations.
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Monuments and Memorials
Around the World

Memorial to the Missing of the Somme

This memorial commemorates the soldiers lost during World War |, symbolizing
the profound loss experienced by nations.

Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial Site

The Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial honours the victims of the Holocaust, serving
as a powerful reminder of the atrocities committed.

Global Commemoration Sites

Numerous monuments worldwide serve to commemorate both soldiers and
civilians, preserving their memories and stories of sacrifice.




Annual Remembrance Events
and Ceremonies

Purpose of Remembrance Events

Annual remembrance events serve to honor those who have made the ultimate
sacrifice for their communities and countries.

Ceremony Activities

Ceremonies often include moments of silence, speeches, and the laying of
wreaths at memorial sites, fostering communal remembrance.

Community Involvement

These events encourage community participation, bringing people together to
reflect and remember collectively, strengthening community bonds.




" Importance of Personal Narratives

Personal
Stories and
Oral Histories

Personal stories provide insight into the human
experience during conflicts, preserving memories that
might otherwise be forgotten.

History is traditionally written by the victor, however, this is
rarely composed of complete truths. To understand
conflict, we must take note of personal narratives.

-~ Commemoration of Experiences

Oral histories commemorate the experiences of those
who lived through wars, ensuring their voices are heard
and remembered.

| Connecting Generations
These narratives bridge generations, helping younger

people understand the emotional truths of historical
conflicts.
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Role of Museums and
Archives

Preservation of Artifacts

Museums are essential for preserving historical artifacts from the World Wars,
ensuring they are safeguarded for future generations.

Research and Education

Archives provide invaluable resources for research and education, allowing
scholars and the public to learn about historical events.

Preserving Legacies

Museums and archives help preserve the legacies of those who served,
honouring their contributions and sacrifices.




Educational Programs and
Resources

Workshops for Educators

Specialised workshops provide educators with tools and techniques to effectively teach
about the World Wars.

Here at the Royal British Legion, together with the continued support of veterans and
families affected by military conflict , we are identified as educators, our specialism
being REMEMBRANCE.

Lectures and Presentations

Lectures and presentations from historians enrich the understanding of historical
events and their impacts as well as engendering an understanding of the work of the
Royal British Legion and connected organisations, such as The Commonwealth War
Graves Commission.

Online Educational Resources

Online resources such as articles, videos, and interactive lessons are available for
teachers and students to enhance learning.




Efforts to Preserve Historical
Sites

Importance of Preservation

Preserving historic sites is vital for honouring and remembering the significant
events of the World Wars.

Protection of Battlefields

Organisations focus on protecting battlefields to maintain the historical integrity
and educate future generations about these events.

Memorials and Commemorations

Memorials serve as a tribute to those who served and lost their lives during the
World Wars, preserving their memory.
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Political and Social Changes
Post-War

Rise of New Powers

Post-war periods saw the emergence of new political powers that reshaped
global dynamics and governance structures.

Shifts in Global Governance

The aftermath of wars brought about significant shifts in global governance,
influencing international relations and policies.

Civil Rights Movements

Post-war eras catalyzed movements advocating for civil rights and social justice,
leading to reforms in many societies.




Impact on International
Relations

Establishment of the UN

The United Nations was created to foster international cooperation and
maintain peace following the devastation of the World Wars.

Promotion of Peace

International relations were transformed by a commitment to promoting
peace, preventing conflicts, and facilitating dialogue between nations.

Importance of Diplomacy

Diplomacy became essential in managing political relationships, reducing
tensions, and resolving disputes among countries.




The Importance of Peace and
Diplomacy

Lessons from World Wars

The World Wars highlight the catastrophic consequences of conflict,
emphasizing the need for peace and diplomacy.

Promotion of Understanding

Efforts to foster understanding among nations are crucial to prevent conflicts
and build cooperative relationships.

Critical Role in Today's World

In our interconnected world, diplomacy and peace building remain essential for
global stability and harmony.




Conclusion

Honouring Sacrifices Lessons Learned Education for Future
Generations

It is essential to reflect on the The lessons learned from the World Educating future generations about the

sacrifices made during World Wars | Wars are critical in shaping a more events of the World Wars helps promote

and Il and subsequent conflicts peaceful future for nations worldwide. understanding and peace.

throughout the world, to honour
those who served.



