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Patron; His Majesty King Charles III 
 

The Royal British Legion 
Torrevieja Branch BR3456 

 
Minutes from the General Branch Meeting 

17th March 2026 
Location:  Oasis Bar, San Luis   

All figures quoted are correct as of 14th March 2026 unless otherwise shown.  

Unless any one person objects it is intended to voice record this meeting (to better 
facilitate the preparation of the meeting minutes).  

If you do object, please advise the Secretary or Chairman prior to the commencement 
of the meeting.  

   Attendance 

Position Name YES NO 

Chairman/BCS  Jack Kemp (JK) X   

Vice Chairman/Membership Sec Tim Mayren (TM) X  

Secretary Trish Carruthers (TC) X   

Treasurer Dave Lockhart (DL)  X  

Poppy Appeal Organiser Ian Carruthers (IC) X   

Poppy Appeal Assistant Post Gapped   

Branch Community Support Pamela Twissell-Cross MBE (PTC) X   

Social Member  John William Featherstone (JWF) X   

Assistant Social Member Brenda Isobel Sigurdsson (BIS) X   

Standard Bearer Danny Kay (DK) X  

Webmaster MaryLou Kemp (MLK) X  

Youth Member/Social Media Erin Mayren (EM)  X 

 
 

1. Chair & Secretary 
 
1.1 The Chair opened the meeting with the Exhortation. 

 
1.2 The Chair welcomed all Members in attendance. 

 
David Brown, Bruce Card, Barbara Dewhurst, Jane Palomba, Barbara Price, Barrie Price, 
Sue Pullar, Chris Shire, Kay Smith, Stuart Smith, Brian Todd, David Longworth. 
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1.3 The Chair welcomed David Brown as a new member to the Branch and 
presented him with a Welcome Pack. David was invited to introduce himself and he told 
us that he had been an active member of RBL in Southwest France where he had 
recently moved from, and, he had experience as a Standard Bearer. David talked about 
his service in the Royal Air Force. 

 
The Chair also welcomed Trish Lockhart (Treasures wife), Mary Jenson (Caseworker 
and Branch Community Support from Germany, and Micheal Koch also from Germany 
who have both joined the Torrevieja Branch.  Mary and Micheal were not present at the 
meeting and received the Branch Welcome previously from the Chair. 

 
The Chair also welcomed Sue Puller, who has been a member for a while but attending 
her first meeting and Dave Longworth who attended as a guest. (Later became a 
member).  Chair noted that Sue Puller hadn’t received a welcome pack and hope to 
supply one at the next meeting. 

  
1.4 Apologies for absence were accepted by the Secretary: 
 
Dave and Trisha Lockhart, Graham Knight, Rose Kay, Erin Mayren, Kathleen Todd, 
Mark Knight MBE, Jane Knight, Dan Rossi, Kyle Rossi, Casey Colebrook, Ian Nixon, 
Murry Small & Peter Kemp.    

 
1.5 Secretary annotate the minutes above with Committee and Branch Members 
Present. 
 
1.6 The Chair confirmed the minutes of the GBM 17th February 2026 were 
distributed by email and were made available for viewing at the meeting.  The Chair 
requested a proposer and seconder.  The Secretary l selected two names for the Motion 
Below. 
 

Motion: That the minutes are true reflection of the GBM held on 17th February 2026. 
 

Proposed by:  Barrie Price.  Seconded by:  Bruce Card   Against: None  
    

2. Chair Matters Arising – Action Table (AT) from Previous Minutes  
 

Member Action Status 

All/MemSec 

 

Membership drive. Increase in 
members continue with 
Membership growth in 2026 

Ongoing 
Target Membership for 2026. 
New Target 130 for 2026 

JK/Sec   Report and Feedback from Branch 
Survey on Attendance 

  New Item:  Report Below 

JK   JK to Check if the Branch have any 

Insurance Policies. 

  Ongoing: 

  Action JK:  See report below. 
  Remove Post Minutes 

JK Look at the possibility of free 
advertising in Local Magazines and 

Newspapers. 

  Ongoing: 
  Action JK:  See report below. 

JK Purchase New Bars for the Chair 
Jewels 

  Ongoing: 
  Action JK 

  Remove Post Minutes 

JK Request again the Minutes from 
the Annual Meeting of the District 
Conference 

  Ongoing 
  Action JK 
  Remove Post Minutes 
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TM Recruitment Drive – Meet & Greet 
Bars 

  Ongoing 
  Action TM 

PTC Survey by phone random Members 
wrt attendance at General Branch 

Meetings.   

  New Item: 
  Report back at the next GBM. 

JK / Branch 
Committee 

3 Monthly Audit of the Branch 
Asset Register. 

  New Item: 
  1st Audit will be in June 2026 

Member Sue 
Puller 

Confirm if the Euro New allow free 
advertising. 

  New Item: 
  Report back at the next GBM. 

PTC Place Facebook post on our Branch 
Page with regards to Form Filling 

and BCS. 

  New Item: 

 

3. Chair’s Report – JK 
 
3.1 The Chair handed the Meeting over to the Vice Chair. 

  

3.2 TM Vice Chair announced that very sadly he and his family were to move 

back to the UK and he would therefore be standing down as Vice Chair and also 

as Membership Sectary. 

 

JK stated that Tim has served on the committee for the last 5 years and over that 

time has held virtually every appointment. JK recorded a vote of thanks to Tim 

who received a standing ovation. 

JK also thanked Erin Mayren one of the Branch youth members and explained 

that special permission was given from London for Torrevieja Branch to be the 

first Branch to have a youth member (under 18) on the committee.  JK expressed 

our love and best wishes to Trish for the future. 

The Branch wish Tim and family our thoughts and prayers for a safe journey and a 

happy future as they move back to the UK and ask that they stay in touch. 

3.3 Action Table – JK explained how the action table worked in keeping focus and 

getting things achieved. 

 

3.4 JK gave feedback from Branch Survey on Attendance at General Branch 

Meetings. JK explained that PTC had agreed to survey a random group of Branch 

Members by phone, and aske members present for their views. A discussion took place 

regarding the Oasis as a venue and the consensus of those present that the location is 

right. Chair asked if the members felt that 1100 start (rather than a 1700 hours) followed 

by a meal or coffee might suit people better. Sue felt this would be better for her. Dave 

wondered if the meetings might be too frequent and this was discussed with an option 

being a formal meeting every other month and a social meeting on the alternative. This 

option to be put to the survey members and Pam to report back at next meeting. 

Opening the meeting to social media (TEAMS) was also discussed to allow people to 

attend virtually however not be able to speak. Translation was discussed but felt not to 

be needed at this point.  

 
Action.  PTC to carry out random members survey by phone and discuss results next 

meeting.  
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3.5 Action Table - Update on Branch Insurance. The Chair reminded members that 

he had updated last month regarding general insurance for the Branch but had been 

waiting for information regarding insurance on Branch assets/property. He confirmed 

that we do have such insurance. However it is important that a regular audit of our 

assets is carried out. The committee have agreed to take it in turns with the Chair to 

check / audit the Branch Asset Register every 3 months. 

Action. Remove Branch insurance from Action Table after the distribution of the Minutes 

and add 3 monthly audits. 

3.6 Action Table - Update on Free Advertising in Local News. Chair informed the 

meeting that we had gained some advertising via the AF&VBC Facebook page and the 

Facebook page of Friends of Los Montesions via Micheal Elliott. We are still looking to 

secure free advertising in the local press and ask members to assist by looking out for 

possible free postings in local newspapers. Sue thought the Euro News might offer free 

advertising and will get details for the secretory to explore. 

Action. Stay on table whilst Euro News explored.  

3.7 Action Table – Purchase of Bars for Chair Jewels. As agreed, the Chair jewels 

have been purchased and are awaiting transfer from the UK. 

 

Action. Remove from Action Table after the distribution of the Minutes. 

 

3.8 Update on the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the District Conference. Chair 

advised that he now had a summery of the Annual District Conference, Spain District 

North.  The summery will be attached to these minutes. 

 

Action. Remove from Action Table after the distribution of the Minutes. 

 

3.9 Thanks, and Feedback from the 1st Cultural Visit. Chair asked to record a vote 

of thanks to Graham Knight who organised our first cultural visit. The visit to the new 

Harbour development was extremely informative and a great success. Chair also 

received thanks from Jane and Mark Knight MBE who also wanted to thank Graham for 

the day and for making their guest welcome. Graham is going to try and do a cultural 

visit every 3 months and the next one potentially being to the Salt Lakes. 

 

3.10 RBL Trustee Elections 02 Mar – 09 Apr 2026. Chair explained how the 

elections work and how the Branch has a chance to vote individually and as an 

organisation. 

Action. Voting Pack requested by JK via the Membership Engagement Officer.  As yet 

not arrived. 

3.11 AF&VBC Attendance & Donations. Chair expressed his thanks to the AF&VBC 

for the donation of € 248 to be split equally between the Poppy Appeal and General 

Branch Funds. The AF&VBC is growing from strength to strength and had 55 people 

attended the last one.   
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3.12 AFD 2026-Saturday 27th June. Chair added this item to agenda as he had 

received a notification that the Ambassador to Spain, Sir Alexander Ellis KCMG, who 

was invited to our event to receive the salute, was otherwise engaged. His Defence 

Attache Capt Anthony Crabb RN will be in attendance to represent the Ambassador.   

 
Chair talked about the organization of the day and difference between this and 

Armistice Day. 

 

4. Vice Chair’s Report – TM 
 
4.1 Vice Chair’s Update.  Tim had nothing to report.  
 

5. Secretary’s Report – TC 
 
5.1  Email Receipts, Junk/Spam Emails.  Complaint from Member.  TC explained to 
the meeting that she had had a concern raised by a member as they were not receiving 
any correspondence from the Branch. It would seem that those e-mails had been going 
straight to spam/junk. JK, TC & TM regularly check members e-mail address with the 
London List which is produced every Sunday. However, if the mail is going to Spam, 
only the receiver can change that by letting their system know that mail received from 
the Branch is authentic and can go to inbox. Barbara expressed she had a similar 
problem and TC helped her go into her Spam and accept the mail. Barrie also showed 
that some mail had gone to his Spam which was also rectified. 

 
Action. Place another notice on the Branch Facebook page advising of possible 
problem.   
 
Afternote:  Completed by JK on Thursday 26 March 2026. 
 

6. Treasurer’s Report – DL (Presented by JK) 
 
6.1 Financial Update on the Branch Accounts DL sent apologies. Financial report 
given by Chair. Report attached. 
 

7. Membership Secretary’s Report –TM.    
 

7.1 TM advised that the Branch now has 121 members. 3 new members this 
month.  Recruitment Drive in bars. TM again asked members to try and recruit 2 new 
people a year to the Branch to enable growth. He asked if Members had any ideas 
regarding Bars that may accept a recruitment event to let the committee know. 

 
8. PAO Report – IC 

 
8.1 Poppy Appeal Organiser Members Update IC informed the meeting that the 
new catalogue is now available. He went on to ask members whilst they were out and 
about in bars restaurants or anywhere that might be lucrative if they could ask staff 
about placing an All Year Round (AYR) Poppy box in the premises. Torrevieja is a large 
area and every help members can give is most helpful and welcome. 
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9.    BCS Report – PTC  
 

9.1      BCS Members Update. PTC informed the meeting that she is currently 
supporting 3 people as a Telephone Buddy and has recently helped a lot of people by 
signposting to services and benefits and aiding the completion of application forms. She 
urged members to let her know of Veterans that may need help with anything so she 
can offer her support.  

 
Jack added that the support given by the BCS is absolutely free and that members 
should be aware of company’s offering help with benefits and form filling who then 
charge for the service. Pam advised that she would put a post on the Facebook page 
explaining who she is and what she does. 
 
Action. PTC to place notice on the Branch Facebook page advising of possible 
problems mentioned above.   

 
10. Standard Bearers Report – DK 

 
10.1  Lead Standard Bearers Update. Nothing to report this meeting. 
 

11.  Social Members Report – JF/BS 
 

11.1      Social Members Update.  The next social event is being organised for April 
Date to be confirmed. John asks that if members have any ideas of events they may 
want to attend let him know so that he and Brenda can organise them.  

 
12. Webmaster Report - MLK 

 
12.1 WebPage Updated as at 12th March 2026. Members were urged to use the 
webpage as it is very informative and also includes the forecast of events. 
 

13.  Any Other Business 
 
13.1 From the Committee or Branch Members.  
 
The Chair discussed the need to fill Vice Chair position left vacant with Tims sad 
departure. He informed the meeting that the committee had discussed with the outcome 
Ping moving over to Membership Secretary also previously held by TM.  Ping is moving 
house and wouldn’t be living in the Torrevieja area anymore. This would make it difficult 
to be PAO. The Committee would then be looking for a new PAO and Vice Chair.  
 
Afternote:  Bruce Card expressed an Interest in the position of PAO. Bruce then very 
kindly confirmed that he like to volunteer for the position which has been accepted by 
the Committee.  Vice Chair position still vacant. 
 
Dave Brown expressed his thoughts on the Armed Forces & Veterans Breakfast Club 
and commended the committee on the slick operation of choosing the meal by use of 
the JotForm and the way the restaurant responds. Dave felt the AF&VBC was an ideal 
venue for recruiting. Chair thanked him for his comments and confirmed the intent to 
have both the AF&VBC and the TRBL working together and feeding each other.  JK 
was extremely pleased that the Branch had recruited four New Members from the last 
Breakfast. 
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No other business was raised and the meeting was closed. 
. 
Date and Location for the next meeting.   
 

Date of the next meeting  
Branch General Branch Meeting (GBM) 
21st April 2026 - Starting at 17.00 hours  

Location: Oasis, San Luis 

 
14. The Chairman closed the Meeting. 

 
15. Kohima Epitaph was delivered by the Chair. 

 
 

 

 
Chair 
Torrevieja Branch (BR 3456) 
The Royal British Legion in 
Spain District North 
 
Attachment: 

  

1. Treasurers Report. 

2. Summary of District Spain North Annual Meeting of Conference. 

3. Evidence of Insurance Cover. 

4. Forecast of Events. 
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Attachment 1 

Treasurers Report 
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Attachment 2 
Summary of District Annual Meeting 
of Conference 
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Attachment 3 

Evidence of Insurance Cover. 
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Attachment 4 

Branch Forecast of Events 

 

DATE EVENT LOCATION TIME REMARKS 

11 Mar 26 AF&VBC - Breakfast 
Silverstones, 
Montebello 

10:30 hrs for 
11:00 hrs 

AF&VBC 
Members/Family/Friends 

17 Mar 26 Committee Meeting Oasis, San Luis 15:00 hrs Committee Members 

17 Mar 26 General Branch Meeting Oasis, San Luis 17:00 hrs All Members 

08 Apr 26 AF&VBC - Breakfast 
Silverstones, 
Montebello 

10:30 hrs for 
11:00 hrs 

AF&VBC 
Members/Family/Friends 

21 Apr 26 Committee Meeting Oasis, San Luis 15:00 hrs Committee Members 

21 Apr 26 General Branch Meeting Oasis, San Luis 17:00 hrs All Members 

25 Apr 26 
Anniversary Formation 
Lunch - 37 Years 

TBC  TBC  All Members  

13 May 26 AF&VBC - Breakfast 
Silverstones, 
Montebello 

10:30 hrs for 
11:00 hrs 

AF&VBC 
Members/Family/Friends 

19 May 26  Committee Meeting  Oasis, San Luis  15:00 hrs  Committee Members 

19 May 26 General Branch Meeting Oasis, San Luis 17:00 hrs All Members 

10 Jun 26 AF&VBC - Breakfast 
Silverstones, 
Montebello 

10:30 hrs for 
11:00 hrs 

AF&VBC 
Members/Family/Friends 

16 Jun 26 Committee Meeting Oasis, San Luis 15:00 hrs Committee Members 

16 Jun 26 General Branch Meeting Oasis, San Luis 17:00 hrs All Members 

27 Jun 26 Armed Forces Day Torrevieja 18:00 hrs All Members 

08 Jul 26 AF&VBC - Breakfast 
Silverstones, 
Montebello 

10:30 hrs for 
11:00 hrs 

AF&VBC 
Members/Family/Friends 

21 Jul 26 Committee Meeting  Oasis, San Luis 15:00 hrs Committee Members  
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21 Jul 26 General Branch Meeting Oasis, San Luis  17:00 hrs  All Members 

12 Aug 26 AF&VBC - Breakfast 
Silverstones, 
Montebello 

10:30 hrs for 
11:00 hrs 

AF&VBC 
Members/Family/Friends 

18 Aug 26 Committee Meeting  Oasis, San Luis 15:00 hrs Committee Members  

18 Aug 26 General Branch Meeting Oasis, San Luis  17:00 hrs  All Members 

09 Sep 26 AF&VBC - Breakfast 
Silverstones, 
Montebello 

10:30 hrs for 
11:00 hrs 

AF&VBC 
Members/Family/Friends 

15 Sep 26 Committee Meeting  Oasis, San Luis 15:00 hrs Committee Members  

15 Sep 26 General Branch Meeting Oasis, San Luis  17:00 hrs  All Members 

14 Oct 26 AF&VBC - Breakfast 
Silverstones, 
Montebello 

10:30 hrs for 
11:00 hrs 

AF&VBC 
Members/Family/Friends 

20 Oct 26 Committee Meeting  Oasis, San Luis 15:00 hrs Committee Members  

20 Oct 26 Annual General Meeting Oasis, San Luis  17:00 hrs  All Members 

08 Nov 26 Remembrance Sunday Torrevieja 10:00 hrs All Members 

04 Nov 26 AF&VBC - Breakfast 
Silverstones, 
Montebello 

10:30 hrs for 
11:00 hrs 

AF&VBC 
Members/Family/Friends 

11 Nov 26 Armistice Day Torrevieja 10:00 hrs All Members 

11 Nov 26 Armistice Day Lunch TBC 14:30 hrs All Members 

17 Nov 26 Committee Meeting  Oasis, San Luis 15:00 hrs Committee Members  

17 Nov 26 Annual General Meeting Oasis, San Luis  17:00 hrs  All Members 

09 Dec 26 AF&VBC - Breakfast 
Silverstones, 
Montebello 

10:30 hrs for 
11:00 hrs 

AF&VBC 
Members/Family/Friends 

15 Dec 26 Committee Meeting  Oasis, San Luis 15:00 hrs Committee Members  
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15 Dec 26 Annual General Meeting Oasis, San Luis  17:00 hrs  All Members 

19 Dec 26 Branch Christmas Lunch TBC  TBC  All Members  

 


	Patron; His Majesty King Charles III

