


On Saturday 11th December 1926, the new building for the Oxted Branch British 
Legion, overlooking Master Park was opened by Admiral Sir Charles Madden. The 
building cost over £2,200. The door was ceremoniously opened using a Golden Key.

Admiral of the Fleet Sir Charles Edward Madden, 1st Baronet, GCB, OM, 
GCVO, KCMG, (5 September 1862 – 5 June 1935) was a Royal Navy officer who 
served during the First World War as Chief of the Staff to Sir John Jellicoe in the 
Grand Fleet from 1914 to 1916 and as Second-in-Command of the fleet under Sir 
David Beatty from 1916 to 1919. He was Commander-in-Chief of the Atlantic Fleet 
after the war and served as First Sea Lord in the late 1920s.

The event was organised by the Chairman, Captain Stanley Brown. The Admiral was 
met by a guard of honour, Lady Madden was presented with a bouquet of flowers, 
the door was unlocked by the Admiral with the golden key and Sir Charles invited 
guests to follow him in. Tea was served to the visitors and interesting speeches were 
given. ( see more details given in press cuttings below).

The key is silver gilt which now over the years the gilding has worn off leaving only 
faint traces. The key's silver hallmarks show that it was made in Birmingham in 1926 
by James Fenton & Co Silversmiths. The key is on display in the Legion wall cabinet in 
the main Bar.

Note: Photo of Clubhouse and builders from original 1926 newspaper cutting has been AI improved by Chat GPT. 
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The original Newspaper cutting.



