British Legion Oxted Branch Opening Ceremony
11th December 1926

On Saturday | Ith December 1926, the new building for the Oxted Branch British
Legion, overlooking Master Park was opened by Admiral Sir Charles Madden.The
building cost over £2,200.The door was ceremoniously opened using a Golden Key.

Admiral of the Fleet Sir Charles Edward Madden, |st Baronet, GCB, OM,
GCVO, KCMG, (5 September 1862 — 5 June 1935) was a Royal Navy officer who
served during the First World War as Chief of the Staff to Sir John Jellicoe in the
Grand Fleet from 1914 to 1916 and as Second-in-Command of the fleet under Sir
David Beatty from 1916 to 1919. He was Commander-in-Chief of the Atlantic Fleet
after the war and served as First Sea Lord in the late 1920s.

The event was organised by the Chairman, Captain Stanley Brown.The Admiral was
met by a guard of honour, Lady Madden was presented with a bouquet of flowers,
the door was unlocked by the Admiral with the golden key and Sir Charles invited
guests to follow him in.Tea was served to the visitors and interesting speeches were
given. ( see more details given in press cuttings below).

The key is silver gilt which now over the years the gilding has worn off leaving only
faint traces.The key's silver hallmarks show that it was made in Birmingham in 1926
by James Fenton & Co Silversmiths.The key is on display in the Legion wall cabinet in
the main Bar.

Note: Photo of Clubhouse and builders from original 1926 newspaper cutting has been Al improved by Chat GPT.
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The building was desighed to be ia
with the local traditions of the district. It is

constructed of solid eak and it is |t
built with timber, plaster. accom- | *
modation includes s flat arranged

wit Itthﬁrtﬂ urniture executed b
Mr. C. A, Williams, 'ﬂnnh'.hdieom-’:
and a writing room_and at the rear is a large
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front appearance and a sim of
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y local hndlure r, done his

work exetcdi.nﬁo well. The arc was Mr ]
A Douglas nson, A.R. and the |
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in the district have been nl: i

) generous
sap Iyin::unilhm and Mr. and Mr.
J. Flint have nu:ﬂid curtains for the windows |,
while Mr. Granville presented a bookease |
for the writing room.

On Saturday Admiral Sir €k Madden |,
vu_mctby.(}nrdof!l made up of |
delegates from Belmont, , Ditton, |,

Esher, Lim Id, Malden and Coombe, Kenley,
Godstone, hill, Shoreham-on-Sea, Horley, |,
Wimbledon, Warlingham, Bletchingley and |
Chatham.

Before the Admiral unlocked the door with
the golden key, Lady Madden was presented
with a beautiful bouquet, and then Sir Charles
invited the visitors to follow him into the
club which he declared open.

Interesting speeches followed.

Tea was served to the visitors, and in the
evening a smoking concert was held at which | = =
there was a very large attendance, Capt. | omm
Stanley Brown baug the chairman. Among |*
those present were Sir Heary Gibson, Sir A.
Clarke, Messrs. Luke, A. N. Abrahams, Scott-
Monerieff, Col. Thrupp, Col. Grantham, Major
Cohen, and representatives of other Legion
branches. A splendid comncert was presented
by Mr. A. N. Abrahams, Mr. Percy Broad, Mr.
Chillman and Mr. Dimmoek, Mr. F. G. Bunn
being the pianist.

The result of the Prize Gift scheme was
announced as follows: Motor cycle given Mr.
W. H. Spark, won by Mr. E. H. Maskell, )ak-
royd, Hurst Green; roadster cycle, given by
Mr. W. Rice, won by Mr. F. W. Coover, Bell
Cottage, Oxted ; wireless set, given by Mr. » B.
Job. won by Mr. G. Tompkins; dinner service,
given by Messrs. H. H. Blades and Co., won by
A. Green, Lingfield.
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purpose. He described the
as second to none in the country.

he buildings were erected by Mr. C. A
Williams to the designs of Mr. A. W,
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THE GONDOLIERS.—The Bletchingley and
ratic Society visited the
uesday night and gave an
admirable e{;or!or-nm:c of Gilbert and
ightful opera, “ The Gondoliers,”
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NEW BRITISH
QUARTERS.—Last week’s “ Sunday Pictorial ”
contained a photograph of the new head-
quarters of the Oxted Branch of the British
Legion, which is to be opened to-day (Saturday)
by Admiral Sir Charles Madden.

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE.—A very satis-
factory report of the year’s working of the
Hurst Green Women’s Institute was read at
the first annual meeting of the Institute, on
week. Miss MacRae resigned
from the position of president and Mrs. '_I'hrngp
was appointed to act as president during the
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Kent and Sussex Courier
17 December 1926.



The original Newspaper cutting.



