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Founded in the aftermath of WWI, helping the Armed Forces community ever since 

 

 

The Chatteris Branch celebrating 100 
years of support to the local community  

Formed in June 1921, the Chatteris Branch 
celebrates a century of support to the Armed 
Forces community. Following in the footsteps 
of those who formed the Branch, Members 
today continue to raise funds and support the 
community while Youth Members have been 
actively participating in activities to remember 
those who served in WWI and WWII with many 
commemorations taking place at the local 
Memorial which was unveiled in 1920. 

   

 

Letters and artefacts documenting the 
RBL’s rich 100 year history 

With the Royal British Legion being formed 
100 years ago, there have been 
many significant moments in the charity’s 
history. Read Earl Haig’s letter of accepting 
the position of first National President of the 
organisation, the letter sent to the British 
Legion in 1971 when the RBL was granted 
royal status and Her Majesty The Queen’s 
letter about the Great Pilgrimage 90 that took 
place in 2018. 

View the PDF version 

https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-46ED4EC5897E12C3P1NIC7611E9B55034ED69D/cr.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RW7-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RW6-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RW6-1/c.aspx


 

   

 

    

 

A century of service to the Armed 
Forces community 

The Royal British Legion was formed in the 
aftermath of the First World War aiming to 
provide much needed support and 
comradeship to all those who served their 
country and their families. 100 years on, our 
mission and the importance of our work 
remain the same as they were in 1921 with our 
support evolving to meet the changing needs 
of the Armed Forces community. 

 

   

   

 

How the Poppy became the symbol of 
Remembrance 

In 1921 Anna Guérin met with the then newly 
founded British Legion and arranged the 
manufacturing of a million poppies in France. 
Later Earl Haig announced that he wished 11 
November to be known as Remembrance Day 
and that it would be a ‘Poppy Day’. The 
adoption of the poppy as Britain’s symbol of 
Remembrance was an immediate success and 
one that has endured the test of time. 

 

    

 

The Royal British Legion’s tribute to 

   

 

Special event to honour the Korean 

Read the story View the photos 

Find out more Find out more 

https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWA-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWB-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWC-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWE-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RW8-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RW8-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RW9-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWA-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWB-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RW8-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RW9-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RW9-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWA-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWB-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RW8-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RW9-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWA-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWA-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWB-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RW8-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RW9-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWA-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWB-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWB-1/c.aspx


HRH The Duke of Edinburgh  

The Royal British Legion is deeply saddened 
to learn of the death of His Royal Highness 
The Duke of Edinburgh, a decorated WWII 
veteran and life member of the Legion. Prince 
Philip routinely attended Remembrance events 
such as the National Service of Remembrance 
at the Cenotaph and the Festival of 
Remembrance. A supporter of the King’s Lynn 
and District Branch, he took the salute at the 
veterans’ parades on the branch’s 80th and 
90th anniversaries in 2002 and 2012. 

 

   

War veterans 

The British Korean Society is planning an 
event that will take place at the National Army 
Museum on 24 June. Due to the pandemic 
only a small number of veterans will be able to 
attend in person, but everyone will be able to 
watch the live streamed event on YouTube. 
Members are encouraged to spread the word 
about the event, especially to local Korean 
War veterans and assist them to attend 
virtually in any way they can, while adhering to 
the current Covid-19 restrictions. 

 

    

   

One Legion Strategic update 

In the two townhall events that took place on 
20th April the National Chairman, the Director 
General, and others explained the proposals 
that will allow us to better respond to the 
changing needs of the community we serve. 
Click the button below to read more about the 
proposed changes to the Executive Board, the 
proposed investment in welfare services and 
proposed changes to the RBL Pop-Ins and 
Area Offices. If you’d like to share your views 
please email info@britishlegion.org.uk. 

 

     

 

 

Read the tribute Find out more 

Find out more 

mailto:info@britishlegion.org.uk
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWD-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWD-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWE-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2SNJ-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWD-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWE-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWE-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2SNJ-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWD-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWE-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2SNJ-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2SNJ-1/c.aspx


 

Are you planning a centenary event? 

After a challenging year we hope we can all 
come together to celebrate RBL100. If you are 
looking to hold an event online or offline, small 
or large, we’d like to hear about it so use this 
form to register it. You will also be able to 
download event assets including bunting and 
posters. If you need inspiration please check 
our ‘Celebrate Together’ event brochure. 

 

   

   

 

Telling Our Story is now live! 

Following an overwhelming amount of 
submissions for the Telling our Story project, 
the first half of our online exhibition is now live 
for you to look through the history of our 
organisation. We want to thank everyone who 
has been a part of this celebration of our first 
100 years, showcasing the amazing work that 
we do up and down the country and overseas. 

 

    

Did you know that... 

 

 

Being one of the four charity partners of the 
Captain Tom Foundation, we’re encouraging 
everyone to take part in the Captain Tom 100 

challenge, inspired by Captain Tom’s spirit, and  
raise funds for the Armed Forces community. 

  

   

 

Have you registered to attend this year’s virtual 
Annual Conference taking place on 15 May? If 
not, you can register as a visitor by using 
this online form to watch the live streamed 
conference from the comfort of your home. 

   

Find out more View the online exhibition 

https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWH-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWI-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWL-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWL-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWM-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWG-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWK-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWL-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWM-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWG-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWG-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWK-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWG-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWK-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWK-1/c.aspx


          

 

A Shared Centenary Partnership with 
ATCO Lawnmowers 

Both the RBL and British lawnmower brand, 
ATCO, were formed in 1921 and are 
celebrating 100 years by working in 
partnership. During WWII the ATCO factory 
produced a range of vital equipment for the 
allied forces, including an impressive 100,000 
metal mess tins. Throughout 2021, ATCO is 
generously donating a portion of sales from 
three mowers in its range, which are 
decorated with a special centenary logo. 

 

   

   

 

Take part in our Poppy Trek on 14 
August 2021 

Join us for Poppy Trek to hike to the UK’s 
highest war memorial at the peak of Scafell 
Pike in the stunning Lake District. After 
reaching the top and paying tribute to 
the sacrifices made by our Armed Forces 
community, participants will start descending 
and collect a unique finishers’ medal. The 
event will follow Covid-19 rules and all the 
funds raised will go to provide lifelong support 
to our Armed Forces community. 

 

    

Going back in time 

 

View the ATCO mowers Find out more and sign up 

https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWN-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWP-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWN-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWN-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWP-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWN-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWP-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWP-1/c.aspx


 

From the Royal British Legion Magazine May, 1929 

Delegates at the Women's Section Conference. HRH Princess Mary presenting the Headquarters' 
Standard to the Chairman. 

   

    

RBL100 quiz 

Take the quiz to test your knowledge of the Royal British Legion in its centenary year.  
 

Who was the RBL's first National Chairman? 

1.Earl Haig 

2. Frederick Lister 
3. George Crosfield 

4. Brunel Cohen 

 

 

    

Take the quiz 

https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWQ-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWQ-1/c.aspx


Last month's poll 

Looking back at the time you have been a Member, which of the following are your most memorable 
moments? 

222 Participants 
  

% 
   

 

1 
  

Taking part in a Remembrance activity 
(local or national) or attending a 
commemorative event (physical or virtual) 

  

79.73% 
  

 

 

2 
  

Helping beneficiaries and seeing the 
impact it makes on their lives 

  

19.82% 
  

 

 

3 
  

Raising funds and interacting with the 
local community while collecting 

  

41.44% 
  

 

 

4 
  

Becoming more active as a Branch or 
recruiting more Members 

  

16.22% 
  

 

 

5 
  

Representing the RBL locally or at a 
national level 

  

22.52% 
  

 

 

6 
  

Being nominated or winning a Branch, 
County or National award including 
receiving a gold badge 

  

12.16% 
  

 

 

7 
  

Participating in another RBL activity 
including campaigning 

  

7.66% 
  

 

 

8 
  

Becoming a Branch/ County/ National 
Officer 

  

26.58% 
  

 

 

9 
  

Other 
  

14.86% 
   

     

 

 

   

    

  

 

https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-7CA0P-P1NIC7-4F2RWR-1/c.aspx


If you have any questions about the e-newsletter, please don’t hesitate to contact me. If you have 
questions about your membership card or want to change your home or email address please 
contact our Membership Services team MembershipServices@britishlegion.org.uk 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Dimitra Nikolakopoulou 
Membership Communications Officer 
membershipcomms@britishlegion.org.uk 

    

Quick links 

Membership 

Get support 

Poppy Shop 

     

Contact 

The Royal British Legion 
199 Borough High St 
London SE1 1AA 

membershipcomms@britishlegion.org.uk 
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