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Branches making a difference in their communities 

 

 

The Alicante Branch helping Members 
and Beneficiaries and increasing their 

membership during the pandemic 

The Alicante Branch, in Spain District North 
have been assisting Veterans and their 
families as well as Members even if they are 
not Legion Beneficiaries. Thanks to its active 
Members and BCS team, the Branch have 
recruited more than 100 new Members during 
this pandemic, while the Chairman Jack Kemp 
received the runners-up Community Response 
Award for Individual Impact in 2020. 

   

 

The Larnaca Branch supporting their 
community including those serving and 

their families 

Having Members who have previously served 
in Cyprus, the Larnaca Branch have a good 
relationship with the local Armed Forces 
personnel including British and UN units based 
in Cyprus. From helping serving personnel and 
families that might need financial assistance to 
organising social events to bring everyone 
together, the Branch are making sure they 
provide support when needed. 

View the PDF version 

https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-78ZRY-46ED4EC5897E12C3P1NIC7611E9B55034ED69D/cr.aspx?v=0
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-78ZRY-P1NIC7-4CQ533-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-78ZRY-P1NIC7-4CVBZC-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-78ZRY-P1NIC7-4CVBZC-1/c.aspx


 

   

 

    

 

The Legion’s tribute to Captain Sir Tom 
Moore 

A true inspiration to so many people, Captain 
Sir Tom Moore will be remembered for his 
military service in the Second World War as 
well as his fundraising efforts that resulted in 
raising millions to support the NHS and bring 
the nation together, during such difficult times. 
We are incredibly grateful that, through the 
support of the Captain Tom Foundation, we 
can continue helping members of the Armed 
Forces community in his name long into the 
future. 

 

   

   

 

      

Commemorating the 30th anniversary 
of the end of the Gulf War 

This week we mark 30 years since the end of 
the 1st Gulf War, and pay tribute to the 53,000 
British troops involved in Operation Granby - 
the UK’s combat mission to defeat Saddam 
Hussein’s Iraqi forces. John Nichol, an RAF 
navigator, was shot down and captured by 
Iraqi forces before being shown live on 
television beaten and bruised. He was 
released 47 days later and has shared his 
experiences of the war, speaking about what it 
means to him today. 

 

    

 

We are The Legion centenary book 

   

 

Telling our story of Branches 

Read the story Read the story 

Read the Legion's tribute Watch the video 
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The Royal British Legion centenary 
publication, We Are The Legion, is now 
available for pre-order on Amazon. The book, 
richly illustrated with more than 350 images, 
looks at the Legion’s 100 years, telling the 
extraordinary story of support to servicemen 
and women in the UK and abroad, while 
covering every aspect of the Legion's work. 
The edition is offered at £16.71 reduced from 
£18.99 and pre-orders will be shipped on the 
publication date of 6 May. 

 

   

We have received fantastic submissions from 
our Branches, telling us the history, highlights 
and stories of our wonderful communities. 
Take a look at the example of the Paderborn 
Branch in Germany whose Members were 
commended by the local Garrison for services 
to the Armed Forces community and the 
Penryn Branch’s extensive research of their 
long history. Share your submission by 
emailing TellingOurStory@britishlegion.org.uk 
and be a part of our centenary celebrations. 

 

    

   

New cookbook for the Legion's 

centenary 

We teamed up with publisher St James’s 
House to create Cooking with Heroes, a book 
combining 100 military stories of 'Hometown 
Heroes & Heroines' with local recipes 
developed by celebrity and military chefs. 140 
veterans and military personnel worked 
alongside our Members to collect these 
incredible stories. The book will launch in May 
2021 with the Legion receiving £5 from each 
sold. Members can pre-order the book for £10 
+ P&P, reduced from £19.95 + P&P by using 
the code LEGIONMEMBER.  

 

     

 

 

Did you know that... 

 

Pre-order your book Read the stories 

Pre-order your cookbook 
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Thank you to everyone who joined our virtual 
event, focused on the challenges of delivering 
welfare during the pandemic and Branch 
Community Support (BCS). If you missed it, you 
can watch the recording here and help us 
improve BCS by sharing your thoughts here. 

  

   

 

Please note that the membership fee goes up 
from £17 to £18, as per members’ vote at the 
Annual Conference 2020. The change will take 
effect on 1 April 2021, therefore anyone whose 
renewal date is 1 April or later will need to pay 
£18 membership fee. 

   

          

   

Helping a veteran who lost his 

home during the pandemic 

While serving with the Royal Army Ordnance 
Corps, Steve suffered a serious injury and was 
medically discharged. After leaving the Army 
Steve worked in sales, but the effects of his 
injury became too much to bear and he had to 
stop working, which led to him losing his home 
and living in a hostel. With the Legion’s help, 
Steve has now moved into a bungalow. 

 

     

 

 

Do you share a birthday with the Legion? 

The upcoming May issue of the Legion magazine will be a special Commemorative Edition 

Read Steve's story 
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celebrating RBL’s 100th birthday. We’re looking for people who share a birthday with the Legion. If 
your birthday happens to be on 15th May please get in touch with us – we’d love to feature you in 
the magazine. Please send an email to membersmag@britishlegion.org.uk if you’d like to get 
involved. 

   

 

Going back in time 

 

 

From the Royal British Legion Magazine September, 1950 

Mr Albert Webb, who lived in Kent, was one of the most active Legion Members, despite being 
paralysed in both legs as a result of having served in the First World War with the Queen's Own 

Royal West Kents. He made this cardboard model of Lydd Parish Church (which lights up when a 

mailto:membersmag@britishlegion.org.uk


penny is placed in the slot) and has lent it to his local branch, Ashford, for exhibition and to help the 
branch's benevolent fund. 

   

    

This month's poll 

What has been the biggest challenge you have faced as a Legion Member since the beginning of the 
pandemic? 

 

1. Getting used to the technology needed for virtual meetings and other online communications 

2. Lack of face to face contact including Branch meetings or events 

3. Difficulty in receiving information and keeping in touch with the Legion including my Branch or other 
Members 

4. Not being able to participate as much as before the pandemic due to health reasons or the 
restrictions 

5. Supporting Beneficiaries and Members during the pandemic 

6. Unable to organise or attend commemorative events 

7. Fundraising became more difficult due to the restrictions 

8. I didn’t face any major challenges 

9. Other 
  

 

 

    

Last month's poll 

As we're celebrating the Legion's centenary, which of the following is important to ensure the 
longevity of your Branch? 

370 Participants 
  

% 
   

 

1 
  

Recruit more Members 
  

55.14% 
   

 

2 
  

Have more Members volunteering and 
taking a more active role 

  

40.54% 
  

 

 

3 
  

Increase visibility of the Branch's work 
locally 

  

48.92% 
  

 

 

4 
  

The Branch becoming more involved in 
local initiatives or events 

  

35.41% 
  

 

 

Take part in the poll 

https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-78ZRY-P1NIC7-4CSIRY-1/c.aspx
https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-78ZRY-P1NIC7-4CSIRY-1/c.aspx


 

5 
  

Raise more funds 
  

16.76% 
   

 

6 
  

Other 
  

22.70% 
   

     

 

   

    

  

 

If you have any questions about the e-newsletter, please don’t hesitate to contact me. If you have 
questions about your membership card or want to change your home or email address please 
contact our Membership Services team MembershipServices@britishlegion.org.uk 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Dimitra Nikolakopoulou 
Membership Communications Officer 
membershipcomms@britishlegion.org.uk 

    

Quick links 

Membership 

Get support 

Poppy Shop 

     

Contact 

The Royal British Legion 
199 Borough High St 
London SE1 1AA 

membershipcomms@britishlegion.org.uk 
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