
 

John William Stone 

E/490 Lance Corporal, 17th Battalion Royal Fusiliers 

He was killed in action on 13th November 1916, in France, aged 24 

John was buried at Mailly Wood Cemetery, Mailly-Maillet, Somme, France 

 

The Stones were a railway family.  Our hero John William Stone Jnr was named for his uncle John 

William Stone Snr. In the 1911 census John Jnr’s father was the Station Master in Harleston, John 

Jnrs uncle was the station master at Reedham with his nephew, John Jnr’s brother, Henry Thomas 

working under him!  John William Snr and wife had only 2 children, both of whom reached adult 

hood, James Stone, Harleston Station Master, and his wife Fanny had produced an eyewatering 15 

children, of whom 4 had died by 1911.  Mind you, by the time of the 1911 census, only 22 years old 

Mabel and baby of the family, Cecil,15, were still at home at the Harleston Station House. Later that 

year Mable was to marry Charles Sayer who lost his own brother, Thomas Edward Sayer, in the war 

that was looming over the horizon. 

Way back in 1850, James Stone Snr, a farm labourer from Carlton Colville’s coastal neighbour, 

Pakefeild, managed to marry slightly above himself to Richenda Gooch, the daughter of a small 

farmer of 6-acres in Carlton Colville, John Gooch.  The couple set up home with the elderly couple 

(John Gooch 66, wife Ann, 62) who I am sure were delighted to have some extra, young strong arms 

on the farm. Indeed, the family were still there in 1861 by which time James (Valentine) Jnr, 

Richenda Jnr and baby John Stone Snr had been added to the family; father James Stone Snr was 

not at home for this census. 



10 years further down the line and in 1871, 

James Snr is now the head of his small 

household on the 5 ¾ acres that he and his 

wife would have taken over from John Gooch 

Stone’s widowed mother in law is still in the 

household but no longer the head.  A farm that 

small is not going to support many people, and 

20 years old James Stone Jnr had already set 

of down the line, as it were, and was working 

as a Railway Signalman, lodging in Blythburgh.   

The sale of the farm in 1876 reveals that it had 

been the actual property of Richenda’s father, 

he was not just a tenant framer.  We can also 

infer that as long as his widow was still living, 

the farm could be worked for her benefit and 

that of her daughter but, once Richenda’s 

mother died, the property was sold and the 

proceeds distributed amongst the legatees. 

Norfolk News Norfolk, England 

22 Apr 1876 

 

James Snr married to Fanny Bloom in 1871 and by 1881, they already had 4 children living with 

them, Ada, James III, Richenda III and Ellen, all born in Hethersett where James Jnr was proudly 

able to claim he was the Station Master, a responsible job for a man less than 30 years of age. 

I carefully said that James Jnr and Fanny (Frances) had 4 children living with them. The 1881 census 

show that James Snr had given up the farm, was just a general labourer and, as well as him and his 

wife, his 25 years old daughter, Richenda Jnr, and a 5 years old granddaughter, Annie B(eatrice) 

were also in the household.  I am afraid to say I rather assumed little Annie was Richenda’s 

illegitimate child but in fact she was the oldest surviving child of James Jnr and Fanny.  Baptised in 

Carlton Colville in spring 1877, she had been born in Heathersett and her father was already the 

station master. Her older sister and (deceased) name sake, also Annie, had been born and baptised 

in Carlton Colville in 1874 when her father described himself as a labourer. The lad had done well 

in 3 years! 



 

Baby brother John, 10 years younger than James 

Snr, was following in his brother’s footsteps and like 

his brother 10 years before, was working as a 

railway clerk, in his case lodging with a signal man 

near Beccles.  

James’ family then moved onto Haddiscoe 

sometime between 1882 and 1884; it was a good 

thing that James Jnr had a steady job as by 1891 

there were 10 children in the house and a nurse to 

help with the youngest new born; this does not 

include oldest daughter Annie Beatrice who was 

living with her grandparents.  

Back in those days there were a lot of people 

employed on the railways, as could be seen when 

over 60 men from the local stations sat down to their 

annual dinner in 1886 

Norfolk News 

13 Feb 1886 

 

Norfolk News  

30 Nov 1889 

 

The Stone girls had a very horrid experience in 

1889; three of them including Ada, then 12 years 

old and the oldest of the girls at home, were walking 

back from school in Herringfleet when a local youth assaulted her.  The boy was 16 and it seems 

as if the assault was very serious and took place in front of her two younger sisters.  One of the girls 

ran back to fetch the mother, the other stayed with poor Ada who had some of the clothes torn from 

her and was hugely distressed. At the initial hearing (and there was no privacy accorded to minors 

at that time) the boy, George Pearson, admitted pulling her about but denied tearing her clothes and 

made no comment about his alleged threats to kill the girls if they told anyone. 

Bizarre as it may sound, until 1875, the age of consent was set at 13 and it was not until 1885, 4 

years before this case, that it was raised to 16. 

The family stayed in Haddiscoe for at least another 10 years, appearing there for the 1901 census 

before turning up in Harleston, a very busy little station with the lively cattle markets. 



In contrast to James’ voluminous family, in 1891 John Stone Jnr was the Station Master at Florden 

with the only two children he was ever going to have.  

Also, a bit of a head scratcher but the 1891 census states that John Stone Snr, born and raised in 

a coastal parish, now 69 was a mariner!  His only daughter, Richenda, remained single and 

remained in the household with her parents and little Annie B!  Not too surprisingly, the next census 

states James to be retired, his wife had died but his daughter, Richenda Jnr and his granddaughter, 

now a seamstress, remained in the house. 

Roll on 1901 and brother John Stone Snr was the station master at Foulsham with his only son 

working as a Railway Clerk; no great surprise but James Jnr’s 

son, James III was doing exactly the same with his father at 

Haddiscoe.  
Norfolk News 

14 Mar 1903 

 

In 1903 James Jnr was appointed as the Harleston Station 

master, we know 

this due to the 

minutes of yet 

another Railway 

dinner when he is described as the newly appointed 

Station Master, regrets were expressed for the passing 

of his predecessor but two years later, in 1905, James 

was described as much respected!  In 1911, another one 

of James’ sons was pursuing a Railway career; it was 

this Henry Thomas Stone who was working under his 

uncle John! 

Fanny Stone 

 

It was not just the boys who found it difficult to resist the 

lure of the railways.  The fourth suriving child, Harriet 

Ellen, or Ellen Harriet as she liked to be known in later 

years, married William Moore, a Lowestoft lad, in 1907.  

And surprise, surprise, he too worked for the Railways.  

In Moore’s case he was, in 1911 at least, a railway signal 

man. I wonder if, like his father in law and Ellen’s uncle 

John, he too wlrked his way up to being a station master.  

The family had settled in Carlton Colville, home of Ellen’s father. Using the chidren to date the photo, 

William was born in 1908, Kath in 1910 so I would take a guess that this phot was taken in 1912 or 

1913, shortly before Fanny died.  Have to say she does not look well and that is q1uite a protective 

arm that Ellen is putting on her mother’s shoulders. 

One of James’ lads, probably Cecil, had a very narrow escape in April 1913.  Taking a boat on the 

river Waveney when the waters were in full spate following heavy rain is not smart at the best of 

times; 6 local lads, including a ‘Stone’ did just that and managed to capsize as they swept round a 

bend.  More by luck than judgement, they all survived although Stone, a non-swimmer had a closer 

shave than most. 



A few months after this exciting event, the matriarch of the family, Fanny Stone died at the age of 

58.  It is amazing she lived as long as she did, 15 live births and raising 10 children (excluding the 

lass living with grandparents) would have exhausted anybody! A late photograph shows a tiny 

woman, well dressed. 

Our Harleston Hero. John William Stone chose not to join the railways although he did go for a 

white-collar job. 1911 finds John lodging with a delivery driver for a sewing machine manufacturer 

up in London, Dalston to be more accurate.  This is a slightly odd set up, the elderly married couple 

who headed the household, had their adult daughter and 5 young men, all working for a wholesale 

draper, boarding with them.  Boarding indicates that their food was provided for them; I suspect this 

was an informal hostel with a revolving cast of young men, working for one particular drapers, 

passing through the doors of this 8-room family home. I would think it extremely unlikely that the 

Inghams, the heads of the house, actually owned this property, instead the job may have been a bit 

of a sinecure for and old steady and trusted employer who would keep the draper’s staff, far from 

their homes, in line! 

Dalston was given as Stone’s address when he enlisted, perhaps he had set up his onw 

establishment but more likely he was continuing to lodge.  The Edwardian man was not very hosue 

trained and convenience foods had yet to be invented! 

Whilst Fanny did not survive to see the outbreak of World War 1, but she would have died proud of 

the job she had done in raising such a large family.  Not a family that were wildly social or, frankly, 

wildly anything, instead they were the sort who form the backbone of our country, quietly and 

efficiently getting on with their lives. 

 

 


