
 

Noel Lusher 

581401 Flight Sergeant (Observer), 106 Squadron, Royal Air Force 

He died on 26th August 1941 in Denmark, aged 28 

Noel is buried at Frederikshavn Cemetery, Denmark 

 

Noel Lusher, so named as he was born on Christmas Day 1912, was, effectively the only son of a 

man who was himself the only son of his father and mother. 

 

Noel’s father, William Seagon Lusher, had married to Florence Emily Cocksedge in Diss in 

September 1905.  Six years later they appeared in the 1911 census with just one child from their 

union, Geoffrey, a year old.  When young Noel was barely 2 years old, in early 1915, his older 

brother Geoffrey died up in the Norfolk & Norwich Hospital; there were to be no further children so 

Noel was raised as an only child. 

 

 

 

Noel’s father, William Seagon Lusher had not had the easiest of starts in life, his father would have 

been 61 when William was born, the result of a late union between him and Susan nee Seagon in 

March 1871.   The marriage record shows that whilst Susan, the daughter of Thomas Seagon, a 

Roydon gardener, was a spinster, William Snr was a widower. 



 

Going all the way back to 1841 and William Snr, a carpenter and a son of a carpenter, appears in 

his home town of Wenhaston (although this wobbles about to various other neighbouring parishes 

in later censuses) with his first wife, Lucy and their 3 years old son, Henry. However, Lucy died 

before the 1851 census, leaving William Snr with at least two motherless sons to raise.  As luck 

would have it, Eliza Cattermole (spelling of name can vary hugely) a baker was left in much the 

same situation but in her case with at least 4 sons to raise – an awful lot of boys in the 

Lusher/Catermole household of 1851.  The couple married in Diss in 1847, the town that was to be 

their home for many years to come.  Unlike both her new husband and his previous wife, Eliza 

Cattermole nee Knowles was illiterate, having to mark her name with a cross, however she did 

have the very useful trade of baxter (female baker!).  There do not appear to have been any 

children of this marriage, or at least none that lived long enough to appear in any censuses. By 

1861 only one of the Cattermole boys, along with his wife, remained at home; this lad, Isaac had 

taken over the bakery side of the business which he was operating with his step-father William 

Lusher Snr who was then combining carpentry with baking! 

Sadly Eliza, who was a few years older than her husband also passed away so, in 1871, when the 

now 59 years old carpenter William Lusher Snr appeared in Roydon, it was his with his third, and 

twenty years younger wife Susan nee Seagon. She was a dress maker and at that point, freshly 

married, they had no children. It may have caused a slight surprise when William Seagon Lusher 

appeared 2 years later; Susan would have then been in her early 40’s, William Snr in his early 

60’s.  Young William would have had at least two half-brothers but at 30 years or more older than 

him, if he had much contact with them, they would have been more like uncles. His father’s step 

children, the Cattermoles, were the same age or older than his half-brothers so to all intents and 

purposes William Seagon Lusher was an only child. 

By 1881, the family had moved back to Diss, where William Snr had previously lived with his 

second wife, but by then the 69 years old William Snr was blind and the family were relying on 

Susan’s earnings as a dress maker – it must have been a struggle to make ends meet and this 

may be why the family returned to Roydon, Susan’s home parish, for help and support from her 



family.  This is also where old William Snr died in 1884 at the perfectly respectable age of 73, 

leaving Susan with an 11-year-old lad to raise. Later evidence shows quite what a remarkable job 

she did; William Seagon Lusher must have been a bright lad but so were many others who in 

similar circumstances would have either, if they were lucky, learnt a trade or more likely become a 

labourer. 

 

 

In 1891, Susan and young William, still in Roydon, were living alone but dressmaker Susan’s son 

was now, at age 18, a ‘School Pupil Teacher’. This is, to modern eyes, a strange arrangement 

whereby school pupils would assist their teacher and eventually, after 5 years qualify as teachers 

themselves.  We are accustomed to teachers starting their training at age 18, (by which time these 

Pupil Teachers would have just become fully qualified) going to college or even converting a 

university degree into a teaching qualification, however this learning on the job from age 13 years 

old up was just a logical extension of the centuries old tradition of apprenticeships.  I am sure that 

in small rural schools where one teacher, or may be two, were expected to teach a group of 

children ranging widely in age, often within a single room, such apprentices were essential. 

Susan, by dint of education and resisting the urge to send her son out early to work in order to 

garner much needed income, managed to launch her son into a good steady clean job. There may 

have been the tiniest spot of nepotism involved in the appointment of William Seagon Lusher.  

Susan Lusher nee Seagon was one of the children of Thomas Seagon, a gardener, and Lydia, a 

laundress.  In spite of this humble background, her slightly younger sister Mary went on to become 

the Roydon school mistress.  Their youngest brother, Edward, having started off as a gardener 

(like his father) somehow managed to transform himself from a seedsman in 1881 to a Law Clerk 

in 1891 - I rather feel this was a family of application and intelligence. Aged 66, Susan was buried 

at Roydon on Valentine’s Day, 1898, she did not survive long enough to see how much her only 

son finally achieved. 

 

By the 1901 census, orphaned William had moved to Diss, there he appeared in the household of 

his Aunt Mary Mattholi nee Seagon, his mother’s sister who had been a teacher in Roydon.  This 

had been a late marriage for both participants, in early 1877 when Mary, school teacher, had been 

42, her groom had been the same age and a bachelor.  Also in the house was another of the 

sisters, Agnes, who had followed the more traditional route of domestic service. 



1901 was to be a pivotal year for William, still only an assistant School Teacher.  The Depwade 

Union, a sort of halfway house between the early Parish Welfare and the later National Welfare 

organisations were advertising for a Relieving Officer for the Northern Region of the Union.  This 

job involved a wide range of duties form enforcing Small-pox inoculations (and Diss was a 

notorious hot bed of conscientious objectors 

to this process), supervising the Workhouses 

and chasing up recalcitrant individuals who 

were failing to provide support for 

dependants or, on occasion, reporting on 

households who were simply failing to cope.  

32 applications were received for this wide 

ranging and demanding job. W.S. Lusher of 

Roydon made it to the short list of five and as 

became evident was selected for this 

position. 

Eastern Daily Press  

28 Aug 1901 

 

This respectable job with a decent salary enabled William to woo and marry Florence Cocksedge.  

The Cocksedges were not a local family at all, having originated from Kirton in Suffolk and first 

appearing in town in the 1901 census.  Widowed mother Susannah was, most unusually, the 

manageress of a Corset factory.  Even in such a feminine trade, management tended to be male.  

This Susannah had been the second wife of her husband and inherited a clutch of five children 

from his first marriage to which she added 6 of her own; a big leap from being the wife of a village 

blacksmith to becoming a factory manageress. Her oldest daughter Florence was a clerk in the 

factory, and another was a draper’s assistant, the two younger, were Pupil Teachers, training in 

the same way as their future brother in law had done some 25 years earlier – a household of 

competant women.  

Susannah must have excellent at her job as 10 years 

later, when her two younger daughters were both 

Elementary School Teachers, she, at age 66, was still 

the manageress of the corset factory!  

Splendid Susanna lived to the grand age of 95, when 

she died in in 1940 Noel and his parents (unable to 

attend) sent a floral tribute. 

Diss Express  

29 Mar 1940 

 

 

 

Diss Express Norfolk, England 

7 Apr 1911 

 

William Lusher was in charge of the 1911 

Diss census, roping in his wife, Florence and 

brother in law Frederick Cocksedge to assist, along with two other characters.  Employing a 

woman for such a demanding job indicates William to be as confident about women’s competence 



as the rest of his wife’s family! In spite of bitterly cold weather it was considered the team did a 

good job. 

Florence’s younger sister, Cicely, married in 1919, which would have automatically ended her 

teaching career, older sister Ellen remained un married and carried on teaching in Diss for years 

to come. Indeed, during the early 1920’s both Noel and his aunt Miss Cocksedge attended the 

Diss Church School, one as a pupil and one as a teacher of the infants.  In 1923 when Noel was 

winning the slow bicycle and the 100 yards race, aunt Ellen was in charge of the infants Maypole 

Display. The next year Noel earnt an academic prize for second place in his class – a bit of an all-

rounder! 

As well as organising census returns and chasing up smallpox inoculations, some of William 

Lusher’s work was harrowing. Then, as now, some parents struggled due to no fault of their own, 

wives were abandoned by husbands and left to raise children in conditions we cannot imagine 

today, other families fell prey to drink, ignorance or poverty.  It is not too surprising that when 

William retired, he chose to do so, not in Diss, but to the slightly more-sleepy town of Harleston.  

Exactly when the family moved from their previous home on the Victoria Road, is not easy to 

determine but they were certainly in town by early 1929 when 16 years old Noel, along with young 

Bill Drake, brother of John Drake, an outstanding player, were part of a Cricket  team that took on 

and beat the Harleston Banks!  

 Diss Express  

6 Sep 1929 

 

News reports indicate that not only was Noel’s 

father William a keen green bowler but that he 

also played for the Diss Cricket team in the 

early years of the 20th Century. Looking at the 

match reports, it appears that he was bit of a tail 

ender in the batting order but a more than 

competent bowler.  Noel continued to play for 

Harleston right up to the eve of war although, 

like his father, he seems to have been a more 

consistent bowler than batsman! 

The whole  family threw themselves into the life 

of the town, by 1933 Florence was the Honorary 

Secretary of the Harleston Women’s 

Conservatives; a very vibrant Association, she continued to be involved for years after.  William 

Seagon Lusher, who had previously been on the Saracens Head bowling team, transferred to the 

Swan team, appearing there in the 1930’s alongside the Drakes who were to lose John (Harry) 

Drake in the same conflict as Noel Lusher.  



As well as being a keen cricketer, Noel was also a rather good footballer, playing for the very 

successful Harleston / Jays Green team in the mid 1930’s.  Conditions were quite different in 

those days, the heavy leather balls were hard work on boggy pitches – one match report refers to 

‘mud-larking’ and how the ball become heavy 

and hard to move.  The strong Norfolk winds 

could also add an extra dimension to matches 

but in spite of all these hazards, Lusher was a 

regular scorer during the 1935 season 

 

Match reports from the 1935 season. 

 

 

 Life was not all sports for Noel, rather sweetly 

he assisted in creating the centre piece for a 

Congregational Church fund raiser in 1934, this 

was a mock-up of a boat to go with a ‘Treasure 

Theme and Noel and another lad had been 

responsible for the rigging. £200 was raised – a 

very impressive sum. 

Diss Express Norfolk, England 

26 Oct 1934 

 

Life was good for the hard-working Lusher 

family. Both William and Florence had strong 

widowed mothers who against all odds had  

prioritised education and hard work to enable 

their children to aspire to and achieve lives far 

removed from the daily grind so many of their 

contemporaries were destined to follow. The family were living in Old Bank House, a substantial 

and impressive building with a venerable history in the middle of Harleston.  Education really was 

the key to this family, William had started as a teacher, an aunt and two sisters in law had also 

followed this calling.  

 

However, 1937 was a terrible year.  Florence had been assisting in the Coronation celebrations 

that were taking part in the Corn Exchange. As part of the Entertainments Committee she had 

been helping with the children’s afternoon tea. Although she was very familiar with the main part of 



the Corn Hall, having often attended Conservative meetings there, she was less familiar with the 

small back room and what she certainly did not know was that under the linoleum, normally 

covered in chairs and benches, lurked a trap door giving access to the cellar. 

 

In the cellar were stored the trestles required for the festivities, the chap who was meant to be 

guarding the trap door got distracted, Florence went hunting for a jug and, unawares, stepped 

backwards and tumbled into the cellar. 

 

Sidney Denny who both owned the Corn Hall and happened to be in the cellar, claimed Florence 

Lusher had been negligent in failing to notice the flap was open.  The judge was not having any of 

it and placed the blame fair and square at Denny’s door.  Poor old Florence, 57 at the time of the 

accident, received injuries to her spine and hip such that she had to spend eight to ten weeks in a 

plaster-of-paris bed, had been a hospital out-patient for ten months and had shrunk almost 4 

inches in height.  Florence’s local G.P., Dr Wade said that prior to the accident Florence had been 

in good health but now could not bend her spine, suffered from sleeplessness, headaches and 

nervousness; in Wade’s opinion she was permanently incapacitated.  The damages that were 

awarded to her in early 1939 were appropriately substantial, almost £1,100 but I am sure Florence 

would have preferred her previous good health. 

 

 Only a few months after the court case, war was declared and a register, not a full census, was 

taken of all the inhabitants of the UK. 

This 1939 register actually reveals that 

the Old Bank House, home of the 

Lushers, was also home to a married 

school master and his wife and two 

unmarried school mistresses – 

continuing the educational theme of this 

family. William and Florence’s  son, 

Noel, still 26, had already joined up and 

was being trained at the No7 Elementary 

Flying Training School, RAF Desford, 

specifically as an Air Observer. His 

records describe him in 1935 as a Direct 

Entry Class F reservist, I suspect that 

like the Drake boys, he had been in the 

ATC prior to the war. 

 
© IWM CH 7940 Instructor of No. 7 Elementary Flying Training School briefing his pupils on a Tiger Moth trainer 

aircraft. Note the Wellington IV (Z1248) of No. 305 Polish Bomber Squadron in the background. RAF Desford, 24-26 

November 1942. 

 



 

 

Old Bank 

House 

The Lusher’s 

family home. 

 

Diss Express 

6 Dec 1940 

 

In late 1940, 

Noel 

managed to 

get together 

both leave 

and a 

marriage, to 

Hylda 

Beatrice 

Bush.  She 

too had a 

commission 

but  in the 

WAAF although I think this would have been the sealing 

of a long standing relationship rather than a military romance; Hylda’s parents were Mr and Mrs 

Albert Bush, the proprietors of the Magpie Hotel, standing on the Market Square barely a stone’s 

throw from the Lusher’s home at the Old Bank House.  I suspect their wedding photo was taken in 

the grounds of the Magpie, it was certainly where the reception was held.  

 

Sadly, this marriage was to be of short duration.  On the 26th of August 1941 a Hampden AE301 

from 106 Sqn Bomber Command took off at 10 pm from Conningsby to lay mines in the western 

Baltic Sea. At two in the morning of the 17th of August, flying low at only 70 to 100m altitude the 

plane was fired on by anti-air craft guns and crashed into a fjord close to land. 

One of the crew of four men, Flt Sgt Powell, although badly wounded, survived the crash was taken 
prisoner and finally liberated 
and repatriated at the end of 
the war. The body of the pilot, 
Michael J C Harwood DFC, an 
experienced flyer, was 
brought ashore the same day 
and the next day Wireless 
Operator / Air Gunner Oastler 
MID was found.  Both were 
buried at Frederikshavn on the 
30th of August.  Noel Lusher’s 
body was retrieved from the 
sea on the 7th of September 
and he was finally laid to rest 
beside his comrades the 
following day.  



Lusher’s plane being retrieved from the shallow seas. 

 

As the plane had crashed into shallow water, less than 10ft, the German’s were able to easily 

retrieve it along with radio code books, signal codes, log book and maps as well as a 325 kg mine 

with an attached parachute that was taken to Keil for examination. 

  

 

There then followed a series of communications, initially that Lusher was reported missing and 

then missing, believed killed in action and then the final confirmation that his body had been found 

and buried in Denmark. At the same time Lusher’s death was confirmed so was the that of Sgt 

Daniels, a fellow pilot, a close neighbour, living on Broad St and a member of the same cricket 

team 

 
Diss Express   29 Aug 1941                                                        Diss Express 10 Oct 1941 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Diss Express  19 Jun 1942 

 

 

 

 

 

Diss Express  

30 Nov 1945 

 

 

Doubtless many families in the town had mixed feelings as the war finally drew to an end and normal 

life was slowly resumed, The Cricket club which had gone  into abeyance in the mid 1940’s was 

revived in late 1945 when the inaugural meeting stood in silence for Squadron Leader Matthewson, 

Lieut H.J.Drake, Flt Sgt N Lusher, Sgt Pilot B G Barker and Sgt A F Daniels all of whom were former 

players and  had been killed in action.  Wilfred Drake, the father of one of these men was appointed 

to the committee. 

The young widow Hylda Lusher nee Bush remarried 

in 1946, to another pilot, holder of the DFC. This 

chap, Dennis Lunn was part of the RAF Air Sea 

Rescue Service, the Corps motto being ‘The Sea 

Shall not Have Them’ ; achingly poignant in light of 

how Hylda’s first husband died. On this occasion, I 

suspect in deference to Lusher’s family, the wedding 

took place not in Redenhall but out on the coast and 

the reception was not held at the Magpie even 

though Arthur Bush was to remain landlord there until 

1962 by which time he would have served 40 years 

as the landlord.  I hope Hylda had a long and happy 

second marriage.  
Diss Express  

16 Aug 1946 

 

Noel’s father finally died in 1952, aged 79 whilst his 

Noel’s mother lived to 80, dying in 1964.  Both had 



come a long way and struggled to overcome difficult times in their early years; we can only wonder 

what their son, had he survived, would have achieved but this makes their loss no greater or less 

than that of the other bereaved families in our town. 


