
Welcome to this Autumn edition of the Royal British Legion 
Brussels Branch newsletter. 

C learly 2020 has been a ‘bit of a year’ in many 
respects and our capacity for change has been 

tested to its limits with a global pandemic that has 
reshaped how we approach our daily lives and 
interactions with family, friends and colleagues.  
Looking closer to home it has curtailed many of the 
visible acts of commemoration and remembrance 
for our Branch and others, notably the 75th 
commemoration of VE and VJ day.   

As Remembrance Day approaches, we prepare to 
honour those who served and serve to defend our nations and remember the 
collaboration of the Commonwealth and Allied nations who stood shoulder to 
shoulder to secure our freedom.  The Committee has prepared a set of options to 
guide Remebrancetide – an opportunity for more personal reflection about 
service and sacrifice.  At the same time, we would like to look closer to home to 
see if we can help any of our Branch members or veterans in Belgium who may 
need any support or friendly contact as we head towards Christmas.  If you think 
we can help anybody, with a call or (COVID19-compliant) visit, please let us know.   

In this edition we take a look back at two remarkable men, Pte Ralph West and Lt 
Col George Starr DSO MC.  The stories of both men are exquisitely told by Alain 
Brogniez and Dennis Abbott who vividly describe their service in World War 2.  

With that, we recommend you settle down with a cup of coffee and take a read!   
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The Royal British 
Legion formed on 
15 May 1921 
bringing together 
four organisations 
of the Armed Forces 
that had established 
themselves after the 
First World War.  

By 1921, the 
tradition of a Two 
Minute Silence had 
been established.  
The first Poppy 
Appeal was held 
that year, raising 
over £106,000 to 
help WW1 veterans 
with employment 
and housing.  

The Legion was 
established to care 
for those who 
suffered as a result 
of service during 
the First World War.  
It has been helping 
the Armed Forces 
community and 
their families ever 
since. 

JOIN US ON 
FACEBOOK 

Keep up to date with 
the latest news
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FOLLOW US ON 

TWITTER 
@RoyalBrussels 

Your daily dose of RBL
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BOOKMARK OUR 

WEBSITE! 
Packed full of your 
history and stories 
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Farewell to our Branch 
Chair Commodore 

Darren Bone 

T his newsletter gives us an opportunity to say a 
fond farewell to Commodore Darren Bone 

who was our Chair from March 2018 to September 
2020.  I am sure we all agree that Darren did an 
outstanding job across all areas of the branch 
while holding down one of the busiest roles in 
NATO HQ, charged with managing the work of the 
Military Committee and latterly, leading the 
Headquarters efforts against COVID19.  As Chair, 
Darren worked tirelessly to raise the profile of the 
branch, highlights being bringing Her Majesty’s 
Band of the Royal Marines to Brussels, performing 
first to an audience at the new NATO Headquarters 
and then to hundreds of citizens and tourists in the 
Grand Place, Brussels. The impromptu flash mob 
effect in both iconic locations was memorable and 
marvellous in equal measure.  He was instrumental 
in bringing the RBL National President, Lieutenant 
General James Bashall, to Belgium in the first few 
weeks of his tenure – using the opportunity to raise 
a number of issues facing the overseas branches. 
Darren leaves us on his return to the United 
Kingdom as he retires from the Royal Navy. We 
wish him and Jess all the very best for the future 
and trust they will keep in touch.  We thank him for 
all his efforts and great contribution to the RBL and 
the Brussels Branch. 

Hello from Zoe White! 

It is a great pleasure and honour to take over from 
Commodore Darren Bone as the current 

custodian of the Brussels Branch chair. It is a 
privilege to be a part of a strong and enthusiastic 
branch and to be able to work closely with an 
exceptionally committed and driven committee.   

For those of you who have not met me before, I 
have been in Belgium for a little over three years 
now following a move over the Channel to take up 
a role as a member of the International Staff in 
NATO. The move wasn’t just another change of 
house but was also a change of career after 17 
years in the Regular Army as a commissioned 
officer in the Royal Signals. I cannot deny, at times I 
miss the simplicity of uniform, operations and 
exercises as a drumbeat to my life but joining the 
Brussels Branch has allowed me to continue my 
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POPPY APPEAL 2020 
The Legion’s work is more vital than ever as we support people from 
all generations who have new hardships as a result of COVID19. To 
deliver some good news, we have already started the 2020 Poppy 
Appeal with a bang, with pledges from the communes of 
Denderleeuw and Laakdal.   

This Poppy Appeal aims to ensure that everyone can still receive their 
poppy, hence we have enclosed one poppy with the print version 
newsletters. If you need more poppies and cannot get to one of our 
poppy locations, please contact us (annmorelybelgium@gmail.com) 
to arrange Poppies in the Post! 

mailto:annmorelybelgium@gmail.com


service to the Armed Forces with like-minded 
people and friends. 

I very much hope that I can continue to meet more 
branch members over the coming months either in 
person or virtually so I can better understand what 
we can do for our members to strengthen our 
connection as a branch, improve our recruitment 
and get your ideas as to how we can appropriately 
mark our Branch centenary in 2022 – and by 
appropriately, I think we should go big!  

Finally, if there is anything we can do for you, our 
branch members, to help during the pandemic I 
urge you to contact us. We are here to listen and 
help.  Yours Zoe  

Remembrance 2020 - 
Coming Home 

T his year offers us more personal ways to 
commemorate the fallen. To help you plan 

your COVID19-compliant activities for 2020, the 
Royal British Legion Brussels Branch has put 
together the following options for Remembrance 
in the Brussels area. 

Visit your nearest Commonwealth War Grave. 
Belgium has 625 war grave cemeter ies 
commemorating those who fell in the First and 
Second World Wars.  Go to our website for details 
of nine cemeteries in Brussels and the surrounding 
areas.  Contact us for a wreath or poppy cross/
stick. We would love to see your pictures so we can 
share our Acts of Remembrance widely. Note: visits 
to be conducted in accordance with Belgian COVID 
restrictions. 

Request a Remembrance Tribute. The Brussels 
Branch Committee will plant your personal tribute 
on a poppy cross/stick at a Commonwealth War 
Grave on your behalf.  Send us your message here. 

Virtual Field of Remembrance. Add your 
personal tribute to a virtual Field of Remembrance. 
Follow this link to leave your tribute. 

Watch Remembrance Sunday at the Cenotaph 
in London or livestream a service.  The BBC 
coverage of the Cenotaph service will start from 
11.15hrs on Sunday 8 November (also on BBC 
Radio 4).  No BBC access?  Watch a Remembrance 
Sunday service online at Winchester or Exeter 
Cathedral, or Dover Town Council.  Links here. 

Observe a two-minute silence at 11.00hrs on 

11 November. Take two minutes on 11 November 
to pause and honour those who gave their lives for 
peace and freedom.   

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow 
old: 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years 
condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the 
morning 

We will remember them. 
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We will remember them - Heverlee

http://branches.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/brussels/brussels-branch-remembers-2020/remembrance-2020-coming-home-war-grave-locations
mailto:zoezoew@hotmail.com
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/ways-to-give/remember-a-loved-one/virtual-fields-of-remembrance
http://branches.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/brussels/brussels-branch-remembers-2020/remembrance-2020-coming-home-where-to-watch-or-listen-in-belgium


75th Anniversary of the 
Liberation of Brussels 

September saw the relaxation of some 
lockdown measures in time to allow COVID19-

compliant commemorations of the 75th anniversary 
of Brussel’s liberation.   

T h e B r u s s e l s 
B r a n c h w a s 
invited to join two 
i m p o r t a n t 
commemorations 
in Brussels and 
Molenbeek-Saint-
Jean where nine 
of our Branch 
m e m b e r s 
a t t e n d e d i n 
remembrance.   

On the third of September, a service of 
remembrance was held in Brussels at the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier, Colonne du Congrès, in the 
presence of the British Ambassador Martin 
Shearman CVO and the Defence Attaché Group 
Captain Justin Fowler.   

On the fourth of September, the Liberation of 
Brussels by the troops of the Piron Brigade was 

commemorated in Molenbeek.  Nine branch 
members attended and were honoured to lay a 
wreath and read the Exhortation. 
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The liberation of Brussels took place on the evening 
of Sunday 3 September 1944, with the arrival of 

British troops, flanked by a Belgian corps, the Piron 
Brigade, known for its participation in operations to 

clear the Channel coast after the Normandy 
landings. The troops arrived through the Chaussée 

de Mons and the Ninove Gate and marched through 
Brussels, in an atmosphere of widespread jubilation.

Standard Bearers smart 
on parade!

Committee Member Dennis 
Abbott lays the RBL wreath 

at Molenbeek

Jean-Pierre Pede at the Piron Brigade 
commemoration



Royal British Legion 
Commemoration in 
Evere, Saturday 2nd 

October 2020 

Members of the Royal British Legion gathered 
at Evere on Saturday 2 October to hold a 

Service of Remembrance in the Commonwealth 
War Graves Cemetery which is inside the evocative 
Brussels cemetery.  The service is usually held in 
June but was postponed (but not forgotten!) 
during the COVID19 lockdown.  

With a strict registration process, just shy of 40 
people gathered from across a number of veterans 
organisations, and the cross of remembrance was 
the Royal Air Force Association, flanked by four 
very smart standard bearers, from: The Royal 
British Legion, Royal Air Force Association, CEAC-
ECOS (La Confédération Européenne des Anciens 
Combattants/ De Confederatie van de Europese 
oud-strijders or Confederation of war veterans) 
and CNPPA (Confederation of Political Prisoners). 

The service was opened by Zoe White, Chair of the 
RBL Brussels and led by the Reverend John 
Wilkinson. The UK Ambassador to Belgium, His 
Excellency Martin Shearman CVO read a short 
reflection as part of the service and he was 
accompanied by the Defence Attaché, Group 
Captain Justin Fowler. Andrée Ferrant gave a 

reading from the Bible and our Vice-Chair, Jean-
Pierre Pede-Moffat read names of the fallen. 
Wreaths were laid by the UK Ambassador, Zoe 
White and Erik Ramakers and Nadine Clarisse from 
CEAC-ECOS and Stephen Hanson, a retired 

Canadian Air Force officer, on behalf of RAFA.  

Lt Col Richard Ovey's bugle skills were pitch 
perfect as ever.  Phil Hyde was the master of 
ceremonies and pulled off a COVID19-compliant 
commemoration that will serve as a great template 
for our Remembrance Service on 8 November. 

We were joined at the ceremony by a tv crew from 
Polsat, a popular Polish channel who were filming 
for a news story about the British Army's role in the 
liberation of Belgium in 1944 - especially poignant 
noting the close British-Polish relationship and that 
t h i s p a r t i c u l a r l y 
c e m e t e r y i s t h e 
resting place for over 
20 Polish servicemen. 

We were fortunate 
that the rain mostly 
held off during the 
service and the short 
ceremony allowed 
everybody present to 
spend some quiet 
moments to pay our 
respects for those 
w h o m a d e t h e 
ultimate sacrifice. 
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M.François Roberti-Lintermans 

Jean-Pierre Pede, our 
Vice-Chair reading the 

names of the fallen

Masks and social distancing were the order 
of the day as Ambassador Shearman 

delivered his reflection



Private M.J. ‘Ralph’ 
West - a recollection by 

Alain Brogniez 

In this issue, we are glad to be able to present the 
uniform, medals and some original documents 

which belonged to Private Ralph West who served 
between 1942 and 1949.  We acquired this 
grouping still in the kitbag as it was stored after 
Ralph’s time in the Army, a real time capsule, and 
perfect for our 75th year commemorating the Allied 
Victory in Europe (VE-Day, 8th May 1945). 

With the help of the documents, and after some 
research, we have been fortunate to find a few 
details about Ralph’s life and service. 

Born in Coleford, 
Gloucestershire, 
1922, Ralph was 
called to arms in 
1942.  His 
regimental 
number, 
5260314, shows 
us he joined the 
Worcestershire 
Regiment. He was 
later transferred 
to 1st Battalion, 
The York & 
Lancaster Regt, 
until the end of 
his service. 

The York and Lancaster Regiment was formed in 
1881 following the amalgamation of the 65th and 
84th Foot Regts. Its cap badge represents the 
Royal Tiger, granted as a badge to the 65th in 
recognition of its service in India, with the Union 
Rose, to represent its connection with the two 
counties, and surmounted by the ducal coronet, 
which associate the Regiment with the dukedoms 
of York and Lancaster.  But, despite its title, it was 
recruited almost entirely from the West Riding of 
Yorkshire area!   

During the Second World War, the Yorks and Lancs 
Regt was composed of ten battalions, two of them 
being converted to other arms, the 5th to artillery 
and the 10th to armour. 
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Ralph as a boy

History in a green army kit bag

Yorks and Lancaster shoulder flash

Private West’s battledress, medals and 
cap badge



The 1st Bn was a Regular unit and served with the 
5th Infantry Division* in France and Belgium 
(1939-40), India (1942), Iraq and Persia (1942-43), 
Sicily (1943), Italy (1943-44), Egypt and Palestine 
(1944-45) and North-West Europe (1945). 

*(The 5th Division was a Regular formation and 
was mainly composed of units from Yorkshire 
which explains its Y sign.) 

It seems that Ralph West was first sent as 
reinforcement to another regiment, as he fought 
with the Eighth Army in the Western Desert and 
North Africa, and then transferred finally to the 1st 
Yorks and Lancs (most probably when it was in Iraq 
or Persia) and joined 10 Platoon in B Company.  He 

was then involved in the landings in Sicily 
(Operation ‘Husky’, July 1943) and at Anzio 
(Operation ‘Shingle’, January-June 1944).  
Unfortunately, Ralph was wounded in action (no 

more details) on 3rd June 1944 (Rome was 
liberated the next day) and sent back to hospital in 
Egypt.  This gave him the right to wear a wound 
strip on the left lower sleeve of his battledress. 

After his convalescence he rejoined his unit in 
Palestine and in March 1945 the 5th Division was 
transferred to North-West Europe in its entirety 
and ended the war (after the longer journey made 
by any British formation during WW2) in Germany 
at Mölln, on the Elbe, where they met the Red 
Army coming from the East.  During his journey he 
passed by 
Bergen-Belsen, 
where he had the 
horrible privilege 
to became one of 
the witnesses of 
what the Nazis did 
to the 
concentration 
camp inmates.  
This certainly 
haunted him until 
the end of his life. 

After VE-Day 
Ralph was sent to 
Berlin to guard 
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Casualty notification for Private West in 1944

Private West’s wound stripe

Private West’s kit bag



former Deputy Führer Rudolf Hess who was 
imprisoned at Spandau.  In August 1946 he met a 
German woman in Gatow and they married in 
January 1948.  He was demobilized the following 
year and returned to UK with his wife. 

Private West was awarded the following 
decorations 1939-45 Star, Africa Star, Italy Star with 
‘8th Army’ Clasp, France & Germany Star, Defence 
Medal and War Medal 1939-45.  He also received a 
commemorative medal for the liberation of Naples 
(on 1st October 1943) by the Allied Armies in Italy. 

Unfortunately, like many Veterans, Ralph never 
spoke much about the war to his family; he just 

humbly said that he just had a job to do.  He never 
wore his medals, he merely stored them with his 

cap badge and identity discs, ‘dog tags’ in Army 
parlance, in a metal box decorated with a 
regimental decal normally worn on the steel 
helmet. 

We will remember Him. 

By Alain Brogniez 
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Private West’s medals

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 

Thank you to all the members who have 
paid their annual subscriptions.  May 

we give a gentle reminder to our other 
members to renew your membership with 
Jean-Pierre so we can keep this fabulous 
Branch strong!  

WRITTEN CONTRIBUTIONS WANTED! 

If you would like to send in an article 
for our next newsletter, please drop 

me a line on: zoezoew@hotmail.com  
With thanks to our committee team for 
their contributions to this edition.  

Private West is awarded the Africa Star



Decorated, daring and 
dauntless - 

Remembering Lt Col 
Starr DSO MC by 

Dennis Abbott 
Lieutenant-Colonel George Starr DSO MC 

Branch President (1950-58) 

George Starr is one of the most distinguished – 
and colourful – figures in the history of the 

Brussels branch of the Royal British Legion. 

He was also one of the most daring and decorated 
officers in the Special Operations Executive (SOE), 
t h e s e c re t “ M i n i s t r y o f U n g e n t l e m a n l y 
Warfare”  created by Winston Churchill “to set 
Europe ablaze”. Starr (code-name Hilaire)  led the 
“Wheelwright” resistance network in southwest 
France from November 1942 until the liberation in 
September 1944. Cells under his command carried 
out numerous sabotage operations in the build-up 
to D-Day and crucially delayed the 'Das Reich' SS 
Panzer division from reaching the Normandy 
landing beaches before the Allied bridgehead was 
established. 

Starr was born in Kensington, London, on 6 April 
1904. His American father Alfred, a bookkeeper for 
Barnum & Bailey’s Circus, met his mother Ethel 
when the circus visited England during a European 
tour with Buffalo Bill Cody. Ethel’s father William 
built the railway carriages that transported the 
circus and its animals around the country. 

Along with his younger brother John, who would 
also become an SOE agent (code-named Emile 
and Bob), Starr was educated at  the Lycée 
Vendôme in the Loire Valley – where he learnt to 
speak French – before going on to board at 
Ardingly College in Sussex. After leaving school at 
16, he spent four years working as a miner at 
Madeley Wood Colliery in Shropshire. “It made a 
man of me,” he later recalled. 

Swept off his feet 

At 20, he enrolled at the Royal School of Mines in 
Kensington to study mining engineering. After 
qualifying he joined Mavor and Coulson, a 
Glasgow firm manufacturing mining machinery. His 
ability to speak French meant he was sent to work 

in Brussels, from where he travelled to Poland, 
Russia, Czechoslovakia, Tunisia and Spain to 
supervise the installation of mining equipment. 
During this period he married a French actress but 
the relationship ended within a year. 

In 1934, Starr was loaned to a Spanish company to 
work at a mine near Barcelona. It was there that he 
met Pilar Canudas Ristol at a social club dance – 
she swept him off his feet and they were soon 
engaged. The couple were married by proxy 
because Starr was stuck in North Africa and had to 
miss the civil ceremony, but he was back in time for 
their “proper” wedding at St George’s Church in 
Barcelona on 6 August 1935. 

They had to forgo a honeymoon – straight after the 
ceremony Starr’s firm ordered him back to Brussels 
and the couple moved in with his parents, who 
were living in an apartment in the city. Their 
marriage was quickly blessed with children, 
Georgina and Alfred. 

During this period, Starr was recruited by MI6, the 
foreign secret intelligence service, via a contact in 
the British Embassy. After the outbreak of the 
Second World War, Pilar and the children initially 
left for Spain but returned to Brussels after a 
couple of months. Starr was working in a mine near 
Liège when the Germans invaded Belgium on 10 
May. He hurried back to Brussels and the Embassy 
provided transport for Pilar and the children to 
Paris, from where they made their way back to 
Spain. 
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Pilar, Georgina and Alfred.  Image kindly 
provided by Charles Glass. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Renshaw_Starr


Escape from Dunkirk 

The Embassy staff were evacuated, but Starr, who 
had volunteered for the Army, was given a 
battledress and ordered to man the fort alone. 
With the Germans at the gates of the city, he blew 
up the radio and escaped on a truck with a unit 
from the Royal Sussex Regiment. Within days he 
was back in Britain after being evacuated from 
Dunkirk. It would be more than four and a half long 
years before he would see his wife and children 
again. 

Lance Corporal Starr was initially attached to the 
GHQ Liaison Unit, known as Phantom, with 
responsibility for carrier pigeon lofts. In April 1942, 
he was selected for training by SOE and sent to 
Wanborough Manor, a country house near 
Guildford, where potential agents – many of them 
civilians – were put through their paces. More 
rigorous training followed at Loch Morar in the 
Scottish Highlands, where Starr learnt how to 
handle explosives, sail, live off the land and kill 
with his bare hands. “I’d never been fitter in my 
life,” he recalled. Parachute training at Manchester 
Ringway followed, with further tests in the New 
Forest and Cardiff. 

Starr was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in July 
1942 and in late October left Glasgow by 
troopship, bound for Gibraltar, on his first mission. 
From the Rock he was taken by  felucca  – a 

converted sardine trawler – which arrived after a 
three-day voyage at Port Miou, a deserted inlet on 
the French coast near Cassis, on 3 November. The 

vessel carried six other agents including  Odette 
Sansom. Upon landing, Starr was surprised to be 
pulled ashore by his brother John, who was 
heading on the same boat back to Gibraltar. 

Arrival in Aquitaine 

Starr moved between Cannes, Toulon and 
Marseille, where he later alleged that Odette twice 
tried to seduce him. It was planned that he would 
operate in Lyon but he quickly discovered the city 
was “blown sky high and everyone was on the run”. 
Instead he returned to Cannes and then made his 
way to Agen in Aquitaine. His contact there was 
Belgian-born printer  Maurice Rouneau  (code-
names Albert and Galles), who took Starr to 
Castelnau-sur-l’Auvignon, a remote village 40 
k i l o m e t r e s a w a y , w h e r e R o u n e a u ’ s 
girlfriend Jeanne Robert was school-mistress.   

Starr posed as a retired Belgian mining engineer 
called Serge Watremez (the name of a former 
class-mate in Vendôme) who had made a fortune 
in the Congo. Step by step, he began to build up a 
resistance movement, which the SOE named 
Wheelwright. London parachuted weapons and 
explosives to Starr who quickly earned the respect 
of the local maquis. In the Spring, after weeks of 
hearing nothing from headquarters, he sent a 
message via another SOE agent requesting more 
weapons and a wireless operator. 

H e re c e i v e d t h e w e a p o n s a n d  Yv o n n e 
Cormeau  (code-name Annette), a young widow 
whom Starr had known before the war in Brussels, 
was parachuted into Gascony on 22 August 1943 
to be his wireless operator and courier. She quickly 
proved herself a quick-thinking and highly-skilled 
agent, transmitting hundreds of messages without 
detection. She was an indispensable asset for Starr 
– and it was said by some that their close 
relationship went beyond the purely professional. 

The Wheelwright network received permission 
from SOE in December to step up their attacks on 
the Gestapo and key infrastructure. Starr’s 
explosives expert  Claude Arnault  (code-name 
Néron) successfully put the national gunpowder 
factory near Toulouse out of action and later blew 
up a tank and aircraft equipment plant near 
Lourdes.  
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George (right) and his brother John.  Image 
kindly provided by Charles Glass.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odette_Hallowes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odette_Hallowes
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maurice_Rouneau
https://www.ladepeche.fr/article/2017/09/09/2641726-jeanne-robert-une-grande-dame-est-partie.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yvonne_Cormeau
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yvonne_Cormeau
https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Claude_Arnault


Battle of Castelnau 

But Starr faced an enormous setback when the 
Germans discovered his base in Castelnau and 
attacked in force on 21 June 1944. Nineteen 
resistance fighters were killed and the village 
destroyed. Starr and Cormeau, who was wounded 
(the dress she was wearing and her blood-stained 
briefcase are displayed at the Imperial War 
Museum in London), managed to escape with 
other survivors, but suffered further losses as they 
made their way south to join forces with resistance 
leader  Maurice Parisot and the “Armagnac 
Battalion”. 

Starr persuaded SOE to send more ammunition 
supplies and the battalion successfully engaged 
units of the Second 'Das Reich' SS Panzer division 
on 2 July, capturing nearly 200 enemy troops 
including two colonels at L'Isle-Jourdain.  

On 21 August, Toulouse fell to the French Forces of 
the Interior. Starr and Yvonne Cormeau drove into 
the city to celebrate, but their mood soured later 
when General  Charles de Gaulle, head of the 
Provisional Government, ordered that they leave 
France. Starr undiplomatically replied that he did 
not recognise De Gaulle as his superior and was 
threatened with arrest. They eventually parted with 
a brief handshake but, deciding discretion was the 
better part of valour, Starr and Corrmeau left for 
Paris where they debriefed the British Ambassador, 
A l f r e d D u f f C o o p e r, a n d fl e w b a c k t o 
Farnborough.  

Emotional reunion 

Starr was questioned by SOE after a fellow agent at 
Castelnau,  Anne-Marie Walters  (code-name 
Colette), accused him of failing to prevent his 
resistance allies from torturing suspected 
collaborators. A Court of Enquiry was ordered, but 
in the meantime Starr returned to Paris with SOE F 
Section chief Colonel  Maurice Buckmaster. Starr 
was given leave for Christmas and had an 
emotional reunion with his wife and children who 
had travelled to Britain. 

In February 1945, he was ordered to give evidence 
to the Court of Enquiry, which cleared him of the 
charges. The transcript of his evidence later 
disappeared.  

With the war almost over, Starr expected to return 
to civilian life but was instead approached by MP 
Manny Shinwell, Minster of Fuel and Power in the 
post-war Labour government, to stay on and help 
S H A E F ( S u p r e m e H e a d q u a r t e r s A l l i e d 
Expeditionary Force) to get the coal mines in the 
Ruhr operating again. Starr, once again separated 
from his family, was based in Essen and had 
responsibility for mine supplies. 

Back to Brussels 

After finally getting demobbed, “Twinkle” Starr, as 
he was inevitably nick-named, was able to return to 
Brussels where his old company asked him to set 
up Mavor and Coulson (Continentale), based at 65 
rue Georges Raeymaekers in Schaerbeek. 

This also marked the start of Starr’s long 
association with the Brussels branch of the RBL, 
which he presided with panache for eight years. 

The hard-smoking, pugnacious wartime hero was a 
popular figure in Brussels society, representing the 
branch at numerous high-profile events. In 
December 1956 he and Yvonne Cormeau were 
honoured together at an official dinner in the city 
attended by Count Hubert Pierlot, Belgium’s 
wartime Prime Minister in exile. 

Starr spent his retirement in Senlis, France, where 
he died on 2 September 1980, at the age of 76. 

Starr’s decorations included the Distinguished 
Service Order (DSO), Military Cross, Legion 
d’honneur (Officier), Crox de Guerre avec palm, 
Medal of Freedom with Silver Palm. 

Sources: 

George Starr interview with Geoffrey Lucy, Imperial 
War Museum (1978): 

https://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/
80022295 

Pilar Canudas Ristol interview with Geoffrey Lucy, 
I m p e r i a l Wa r M u s e u m ( 1 9 7 8 ) :  h t t p s : / /
www. iwm.org.uk/col lect ions/ i tem/object/
80022296 

They Fought Alone: The True Story of the Starr 
Brothers, British Secret Agents in Nazi-occupied 
France (2018) – Charles Glass 

History of the Resistance: Exploring Castelnau-sur-
l ’Auv ignon in the Gers (2018) :  https : / /
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www.francetoday.com/learn/history/castelnau-sur-
lauvignon-in-the-gers/ 

Tableau de l’historique des agents infiltrés/exfiltrés 
en/de France de 1940 à 1945:  http://www.plan-
s u s s e x - 1 9 4 4 . n e t / f r a n c a i s / p d f /
infiltrations_en_france.pdf 

Annales des Mines de Belgique/Annalen der 
Mijnen van Belgie 1950-58 

Telling Our Story 

1921 will be the Royal British Legion’s centenary 
year and a project has been started, Legion 100, 

to ensure this is marked and celebrated in style.  As 
part of this, the Legion will be publishing a book 
by social historian Julie Summers to mark the 
centenary.   

‘Legion 100 will bring together our nations, 
individuals, and communities to celebrate both the 
tremendous achievements of the 
Legion over the last 100 years 
and to demonstrate why we are 
just as important in 2021 and 
beyond. 

The British Legion was formed on 
15 May 1921, bringing together 
four national organisations of ex-
Servicemen that had established 
themselves after the First World 
War.   We’ve been there for first 
100 and we’ll be here for the next 
100.’ 

We need your Brussels Branch 
member tales! 

Brusse ls Branch i s un ique 
because o f our members ’ 
e x p e r i e n c e s , s t o r i e s a n d 
connections.  We would love to 
make sure that your individual 
and collective history is recorded, 
shared and celebrated.   

So, what are we looking for?  If 
you have any Legion related 
records, artefacts, stories, tales of 
previous Branch events and 

experiences you are willing to share please get in 
touch (zoezoew@hotmail.com) and we will help 
connect your details with both our branch and the 
wider Legion.  

What else are we doing?  Exciting news, Dennis 
Abbott , our Branch Community Support 
Representative, is undertaking a wide-ranging 
piece of research to document the Branch’s history 
as one complete story for our website.  Elements 
of his research have already been added to the 
website (see our Branch History pages).  We have 
included his article detailing the derring-do of our 
previous President (1950-1958) Lt Col George 
Starr DSO MC above.  If this inspires any other 
memories of previous members or partners of the 
Branch, please get in touch so we can share your 
insights.  
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Your Brussels Branch committee 

T he branch details and contact email addresses are listed below.  We would all be delighted to take any 
ideas you have for the branch or any questions or requests you may have.   

If anybody wishes to get more involved in supporting events or COVID19-compliant commemorations, 
please get in touch.  

Want to read more? 

You can also find us on our new website, filled with news and stories relevant to our branch.  Previous 
copies of the newsletters are also shared on the website – take a look!   http://
branches.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/brussels 

Follow us on:  

Facebook at Royal British Legion Brussels 

Twitter    @Royal Brussels

Chair Zoe White zoezoew@hotmail.com

Vice-Chair Jean-Pierre Pede Brussels.MemSecretary@rbl.community

Secretary Andrée Ferrant Brussels.Secretary@rbl.commuity

Treasurer Jean-Pierre Pede See Vice-Chair

Branch Community 
Support and Researcher

Dennis Abbott Dennis.abbottx@gmail.com

Poppy Appeal 
Organiser

Ann Morely annmorleybelgium@gmail.com

News and Events 
coords

Phil Hyde and Steve 
Grant

Philip.hyde@ncia.nato.int 
steve.grant@fco.gov.uk

Facebook coord Alain Brogniez Broal.redcoats@skynet.be

Website, Twitter and 
newsletter coord

Zoe White zoezoew@hotmail.com

Branch Chaplain Revd Canon John 
Wilkinson

Standard Bearer Freddy Roiseux
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