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One hundred years ago today, what would go down in history as 
one of the bloodiest battles of all times had just begun in the 
area of Verdun-sur-Meuse (France), and another battle – one 
that would prove even more costly in terms of human losses - 
was about to begin on both sides of the Somme River. 

Franco-German casualties in 299 days of battle at Verdun (21st 
February-20th December) have been estimated at 750,000, and it 
is thought that over 1,000,000 men were wounded or killed 
between 1st July and 18th November in the Franco-British Somme 
Offensive. 

The Somme Offensive is also significant for the first use in 
warfare of a mechanical monster that was to play a crucial role 
in future armed conflicts: the tank.  

The tank made its battlefield debut on 15th September 1916, at 
the Battle of the Somme in a third attempt to attack and break 
through the German defences. The enemy was shocked, but the 
attack failed due to tactical errors and numerous mechanical 
failures.   

In this issue, we give you – courtesy of RBL member, François 
Roberti-Lintermans – a description of the Mark 1 tank and how it 
was operated.  

On 1 April 1916, Gabrielle Petit was sentenced to death by the 
German Military Court in Berlin for spying for the British General 
Headquarters. She was executed by firing squad at the Tir 
National (currently the site of the RTBF) and buried in an 
unmarked grave. She was exhumed in 1919 and this time buried 
with full military honours in Schaerbeek Cemetery after a state 
funeral attended by Queen Elisabeth of Belgium. More details in 
this issue. 

On a lighter note, also in this issue, we fast forward to popular 
pastimes and entertainment in Britain during WW2 and take a 
brief look at entertainment in Brussels straight after the 
Liberation with a first-hand account by Claire Whitfield. 

Sadly, we mourn the loss of two of our members, Kennith 
Schrijvers, on 31st March, and Octavien Ricour on 11th April. We 
will remember them. 
 

Michael Whitburn, Newsletter coordinator 
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THE BATTLE OF VERDUN BEGINS (21st February 1916) 

Verdun was one of the most savagely fought battles of World War One. The Germans fired 
two million shells in the opening eight-hour bombardment, and tens of millions were fired 
over the course of the conflict.  

It was also the longest battle, lasting 300 days and leaving an estimated 800,000 soldiers 
dead, wounded or missing. The casualties at Verdun were the main reason why the British 
launched the Somme Offensive ahead of plans, in July 1916, in an effort to take German 
pressure off the French. 

By launching a massive attack on Verdun, General Erich von Falkenhayn, Chief of the 
German General Staff and Germany‟s principal strategist, hoped that France would fight 
to the last man, thereby draining the French of its resources. 

He planned to use a relatively small number of men to capture the high ground to the 
north of Verdun and then to inflict enormous casualties on the French using his superior 
German artillery to halt their counter-attacks. Falkenhayn hoped to combine the Verdun 
offensive with a U-Boat offensive against British shipping. The two campaigns together 
were meant to bring France and Britain to their knees. 

 

Map illustrating Verdun and the Western Front in 1915 (Bridgeman) 
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One hundred and forty thousand German troops started the attack. They were supported by 
1,200 artillery guns that targeted 2,500,000 shells at the Verdun region. Thirteen hundred 
ammunition trains were needed to supply these guns. The Germans also had complete air 
supremacy with 168 planes located in the area – the largest concentration of planes in 
history up to that point. To start with, the French only had 30,000 troops to oppose the 
Germans. On the day the battle began, February 21st, 1000 German artillery guns fired on a 
six mile line along the French front. 

The German attack and the subsequent battle were to last over 300 days. Flame 
throwers were used in large numbers for the first time to help the Germans advance the 
eight miles they needed if they were to capture Verdun. By February 25th, the Germans had 
made 10,000 French prisoners. To the astonishment of the Germans, the huge fort at 
Douaumont, considered the most powerful fort in the world, was manned by merely 56 
elderly part-time gunners who gave the German attackers no resistance. The French public 
was not immediately told about the fall of Douaumont – in fact, some Parisian newspapers 
did not even carry the story and continued to claim that all was well at Verdun. The fort at 
Douaumont was only five miles from Verdun itself. 

By March 6, the Germans‟ initial advance had been checked. General Philippe Pétain, now in 
command of the defence of Verdun, urged his troops to show courage, and the French 
tenaciously defended their territory in the weeks that followed. The Germans gained little 
ground and sustained heavy losses. Meanwhile, Pétain eased the strain on the French units 
by rotating them rapidly in and out of the battle. He also tried to gain control of the 
airspace over Verdun in order to allow the French to better target German heavy artillery. 

After weeks of heavy artillery fire, the landscape surrounding Verdun had been reduced to a 
barren wasteland. Soldiers had little shelter or supplies. The French launched numerous 
counter-offensives in an attempt to retake Douaumont and the surrounding area, but failed 
to recapture the territory. 

By the end of April, the Germans had lost 120,000 men and the French 133,000 men. 

Meanwhile, in Paris, life went on as normal. Here, those French soldiers who were lucky 
enough to get leave from Verdun found an alien world. Food was plentiful. Theatres were 
open and few of them – due to a government clampdown on the truth – said anything at all 
about what was going on only 150 miles away. French soldiers found their pay did not go far 
in Paris. A French factory worker earned sixty times as much as a French soldier. The first 
rumblings of discontent in the French army could be heard in the spring of 1916. 

Adapted from: http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/zydwtyc  and 
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/world-war-one/battles-of-world-war-one/the-battle-
of-verdun/ 

THE BATTLE OF THE SOMME: THE FIRST DAY (1st July 1916) 

As a result of the German Verdun offensive, the planned date of the attack on the Somme 
was brought forward to 1 July, the chief aim being to divert German resources from Verdun 
in the defence of the Somme. 

The attack was preceded by an eight-day preliminary bombardment of the German lines, 
beginning on Saturday 24 June.The expectation was that the ferocity of the bombardment 
would entirely destroy all forward German defences, enabling the attacking British troops to 
practically walk across No Man's Land and take possession of the German front lines from the 
battered and dazed German troops. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/guides/zydwtyc
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/world-war-one/battles-of-world-war-one/the-battle-of-verdun/
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/world-war-one/battles-of-world-war-one/the-battle-of-verdun/
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Fifteen hunded British guns, together with a similar number of French guns, were employed in 
the bombardment. 

Following the artillery bombardment, it was determined that a creeping barrage would 
precede the advancing infantry to the German front line, and onwards to the second and third 
trench lines.   

 

      http://www.scottaddington.com/ 

However, the advance artillery bombardment failed to destroy either the German front line 
barbed wire or the heavily-built concrete bunkers that the Germans had carefully and 
robustly constructed.  Much of the munitions used by the British proved to be 'duds' - badly 
constructed and ineffective.  Many charges did not go off; even today farmers of the Western 
Front unearth many tons of unexploded 'iron harvest' each year. 

During the bombardment the German troops sought effective shelter in bunkers, emerging 
only with the ceasing of the British artillery bombardment, when the German machine guns 
were manned to great effect. 

The British troops were for the most part forced back into their trenches by the effectiveness 
of the German machine gun response. 

Many troops were killed or wounded the moment they stepped out of the front lines into No 
Man's Land.  Many men walked slowly towards the German lines, laden down with supplies, 
expecting little or no opposition.  They made for incredulously easy targets for the German 
machine-gunners. 

Despite heavy losses during the first day - 58,000 British troops alone - Haig persisted with the 
offensive in the following days.  Advances were made, but these were limited and often 
ultimately repulsed.  

Adapted from: http://www.firstworldwar.com/battles/somme.htm 

 

 

 

 

http://www.scottaddington.com/
http://www.firstworldwar.com/battles/somme.htm
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THE MARK I TANK 

The project to develop the 'Land Battleship' had commenced in the summer of 1915 under the 
initiative of the British Landships Committee with the objective of developing an armoured 
vehicle that would break the deadlock of trench warfare. The 'tank', as it later became 
known, was designed and built in great secrecy and the first prototype of the Mark I rolled out 
in January 1916. 

 

http://www.tanks-encyclopedia.com/ww1/gb/ 

The vehicle weighed 28 tons, measured 8 x 4 m and 2.5 m in height. The thickness of the 
armour plate (12mm) offered sufficient protection against bullets, though not against the 
danger of bullet splash - molten lead from the core of spent bullets that found its way 
through gaps in the armour to burn exposed skin and damage eyes. Tank crews were later 
issued with leather helmets and goggles as a protection against projections inside the tank.  

The tank was propelled by a six-cylinder petrol engine at the rear of the hull producing a puny 
105 horsepower to carry the 28 tons of steel through sticky mud. Maximum speed on rough 
terrain was a mere 3 km per hour, and the noise at the centre of the 4x4 metre casemate that 
accommodated the crew was horrific.  And, of course, there was no suspension. 

The Mark I had a crew of eight men, four of whom were required just to drive it. The process 
was complicated. The driver had control of a clutch, footbrake, hand throttle and primary 
gearbox, which gave two speeds forward and one in reverse. The commander, sitting to the 
driver's left, operated the brakes. At the back of the tank, two 'gearsmen' worked secondary, 

two-speed gearboxes located within the track frames. 

http://www.tanks-encyclopedia.com/ww1/gb/
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For any major change in direction (known to tank men as 'swinging'), the driver would stop 
the tank and put the primary box in neutral. He would then attract the gearsmen‟s attention 
by striking the armoured plate with a heavy spanner and use sign language to indicate the 
direction of turn, whereupon the gearsmen would select a gear on one side and neutral on 
the other, while the commander held the brake. The driver would put the primary box in 
gear and the driven track would 'swing' the tank around. The tank would then stop again 
while the gears were reset. 

In each of the „sponsons‟ (armoured projections from the sides of the vehicle), two men 
manned a Hotchkiss six-pounder gun and a machine-gun. A third machine-gun, situated at 
the front, could be fired through a loophole between the driver‟s and the commander‟s 
visors. The Hotchkiss six-pounder was an adapted naval gun with a range of 6,860 metres. It 
was served by a gunner and loader. The gunner aimed using a simple telescopic sight, but 
the vibration of the tank was so severe that careful aiming was impossible unless the tank 
was completely stationary. The cannons fired explosive shells or grapeshot (highly efficient, 
at least at close range). 

In addition to the suffocating fumes, roasting heat, cramped conditions and deafening noise, 
it was virtually pitch black inside the Mark I. Every door, flap and hatch was shut tight 
against bullets, shrapnel and bullet 'splash' yet the crew had to be able to see outside both 
to drive and fight.  

At the front, the commander and his driver had slim periscopes which poked up through 
holes in the roof. Elsewhere in the tank were narrow vision slits with crude periscopes. 

German troops soon learned to fire at the tank's vision devices, which the crews tried to 
camouflage with paint.  

Even though conditions inside the Mark I were appalling, the men learned to live with it and 
still function as a team. Given that they were often in extreme danger, their commitment 
was remarkable.  

Sources:  

François Roberti Lintermans (transl. M.W.) 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/nonflash_tank.shtml 

 

SEPTEMBER 1916: FIRST TANKS AT FLERS-COURCELETTE (France) 

 
The first fifty Mark I tanks and tank crews have just arrived at a training camp in France. 
They are there to learn how to operate the vehicles while they wait for yet more tanks to 
roll out of the factories in England. Not before 1917 will there be enough tanks and well 
trained crews. Only then will it be possible to launch a major combined tank and infantry 
offensive with any chance of succeeding.  

Gen. Haig however has other plans. What he demands is that his own offensive on the 
Somme be given all the backing available. So the 50 tanks are prepared for battle. No 
reconnaissance mission is planned. The inexperienced officers in charge will just have to do 
their best.  

A Mark I tank must accommodate a crew of eight and provide room for 324 shells, 7000 
bullets for the machine-guns, one spare machine-gun and four spare gun barrels, a roll of 
telephone wire, one or two ammunition boxes to be delivered to the infantry during the 

battle, oil cans, boxes of grease. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/nonflash_tank.shtml
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https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2b/Tank_preparing_to_advance_at_Flers
-Courcelette_15-09-1916_IWM_Q_5574.jpg 

In addition, there must be enough room for coats, jackets, food and water. A tin filled with 
water for the tea is fixed to the exhaust pipe inside the tanks and will boil within minutes. 
« Dans l’armée Britannique, says François Roberti-Lintermans, on ne part pas au combat sans 
thé ». 

On 10th September 1916, 49 tanks lumber out of the training camp heading for their positions 
on the battlefield, the 50th tank having refused to start. Thirty-two will finally arrive at 
destination of which only nine will actually reach and penetrate the German lines.  

In the end, the tanks proved to be largely a psychological asset, emboldening the attackers 
and intimidating the defenders where they moved forward. Tactically, they provided little 
advantage or support to the attackers, with most breaking down or becoming immobilized in 
the terrain of the battlefield. 

Winston Churchill, by then a backbench MP, had this to say about the use made of the tanks 
and their performance at Flers–Courcelette: "This priceless conception containing, if used in its 
integrity and on a sufficient scale the certainty of a great and brilliant victory, was revealed to 
the Germans for the mere petty purpose of taking a few ruined villages". 

The flaws exposed at Flers–Courcelette in the design and use made of the Mark I, however, led 
to technological improvements and the development of better tactics, which would make the 
tank a formidable weapon by the end of the war. 

Sources: 

François Robert-Lintermans (Transl. M.W.) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Flers%E2%80%93Courcelette 

 

 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2b/Tank_preparing_to_advance_at_Flers-Courcelette_15-09-1916_IWM_Q_5574.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2b/Tank_preparing_to_advance_at_Flers-Courcelette_15-09-1916_IWM_Q_5574.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Flers%E2%80%93Courcelette
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GABRIELLE PETIT (1893-1916) 

All through the First World War, most of Belgium and parts of France were in German 
hands. This was of course prime spying territory. Allied intelligence recruited thousands of 
men and women to spy on the German armies. Hundreds paid with their lives. One of them 
was Gabrielle Petit, a young woman from the French-Belgian border area of Tournai who 
spied for British General Headquarters.  

Gabrielle Petit was born to working class parents on 20 February 1893. She was raised in a 
Catholic boarding school in Brugelette following her mother's early death. At the outbreak 
of the First World War, she was working in Brussels as a saleswoman.  

Her underground activities began in 1914, when she helped her wounded fiancé cross the 
border to the Netherlands to reunite with his regiment. She was recruited by the British 
Secret Service and, after a short training period in London, was sent to occupied territory 
under the code name Mademoiselle Legrand where she proceeded to collect information 
about enemy troop movements using a number of false identities. Unfortunately, Gabrielle 
Petit was no match for German counter-intelligence, and she was arrested in early 1916. 
She named no names, taunted the judges at her trial and refused to request a pardon after 
her death sentence. She lived another month, scribbling defiant graffiti on the wall of her 
cell, while the Imperial Military Court in Berlin examined her case. It took so long because 
no-one in charge wanted a repeat of the global outcry over the execution of the English 
nurse Edith Cavell in October 1915. Her attitude however towards the German authorities 
and her “extreme insolence” at her trial (as an internal report called it) sealed her fate. On 
27 March 1916, the Emperor endorsed her death sentence.  

Five days later, on 1 April 1916, Gabrielle Petit was executed by firing squad – her resolve 
and determination unshaken, as is clear from the letter addressed to her sister Hélène and 
dated 31st March: 

 

www.telegraph.co.uk 

 

 

 
 
 

(…) Cela fait déjà deux mois que je suis à 
la prison de Saint-Gilles. Ils m'ont 
interrogée de nombreuses fois, mais je 
n'ai donné aucun nom! Jamais je ne 
trahirai la Belgique ! 

Je te dis adieu pour de bon, ma chère 
sœur. Ne sois pas triste mais reste 
vigilante et courageuse, telle que je te 
connais. 

Je serai fusillée demain. Je leur 
montrerai comment une femme belge 
sait mourir. 

Ta sœur Gabrielle. 

 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/travel/first-world-war-centenary/10941553/gabrielle-petit.html
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As the war ended, Gabrielle Petit lay in an unmarked grave and her fate remained largely 
unknown. She was exhumed in 1919, and this time buried with full military honours in 
Schaerbeek Cemetery after a state funeral attended by Queen Elisabeth of Belgium. Gabrielle 
Petit almost instantly became the “national heroine” of Belgium, a Joan of Arc figure for a 
society casting about for an emblem of civilian resistance.  

Even though her spy network was modest, she should be remembered for what she was: a 
young woman of extraordinary courage who made real in her own life the words of Winston 
Churchill: “Never give in - never, never, never, never, in nothing great or small, large or 
petty, never give in except to convictions of honour and good sense. Never yield to force; 
never yield to the apparently overwhelming might of the enemy.” 

Sources: 

Sophie De Schaepdrijver, Gabrielle Petit: The Death and Life of a Female Spy in the First 
World War, ( 2015) - http://bloomsburyhistory.typepad.com/bloomsbury-history/wwi/ 

http://everything.explained.today/Gabrielle_Petit/ 

 

KENNITH SCHRIJVERS (27/08/1920 – 31/03/2016) 

 

              Kennith at Branch lunch (Les Rustiques) 

Kennith was given a military-style send off at the Zemst (Vilvoorde) Crematorium. Eighteen 
RBL members attended. The Eulogy was by Marc Hayward. It was followed by the Exhortation 
read by Colin Puplett, De Mensen van voorbij (Alice Nahon), a poem in Dutch, read by 
Andrée Ferrant, and We will remember him, read by Helen Hayward. The Last Post, a 
minute of silence, the Reveille, and the National Anthems completed the ceremony. The RBL 
Brussels Branch Standard Bearer at the ceremony was Alan Puplett. 

The October 2015 issue of the Newsletter had featured a self-portrait of Kennith Schrijvers, 
with memories of his boyhood years in Ypres and the Limburg, military training at the Cadet 
School in St Truiden, internment in a POW camp in Poland and release in November 1940; in 
October 1944, he joined the Medical Battalion of the 7th Armoured Division of the US Army; 
he was demobbed in 1945 and joined the City of Brussels Police, eventually becoming 
Divisional Police Commissioner in 1975 before his retirement in 1980. 

 

 

The death of Kennith 
Schrijvers, on 31st March, at the 
age of 95, was a shock for us 
all.  

Kennith was a regular attendee 
at major Branch events like 
Hotton-La Roche, the Evere 
War Graves Ceremony, the 
November Remembrance 
Service and the monthly Branch 
lunches. He had joined the 
branch in 2012 through his 
friends Marc and Helen 
Hayward and had rapidly 
become very popular with 
fellow members. 
 

http://everything.explained.today/Gabrielle_Petit/
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From left to right: Marc Hayward, Colin & Alan Puplett 
 

She was right – who else do we know who would, almost without fail, drink a glass of 
champagne at 11 o‟clock in the morning each day. Perhaps that was the secret of his long 
life! 

I met Kennith not long after Carmen died and the fondness with which he spoke of her and 
his sense of loss was palpable. Kennith was already an old man back then, but his new 
friends in the Royal British Legion gave him a new lease of life and a reason to carry on 
living. He loved attending the monthly lunches and just about any other event he could 
manage to get to. 

This was Kennith through and through: a man with a big heart, a big smile; a man with an 
ipad and one or two iphones as well …” 

Kennith Schrijvers had been awarded the Croix de Chevalier de l’Ordre de la Couronne et 
Croix d’Officier de l’Ordre de la Couronne, Croix de Chevalier de l’Ordre de Léopold, 
Médaille du Militaire Combattant de la Guerre, Médaille de la Résistance, and Médaille de 
Prisonnier de Guerre. 

Alan, Marc and Helen were at the Evere Cemetery for the scattering of the ashes in the 
Garden of Repose. Funeral cards will be distributed at the next lunch. 
 

ENTERTAINMENT DURING WW2 

Entertainment during WW2 helped civilians escape from the hardships of wartime life. It was 
equally important to those serving in the forces, both in Britain and overseas. 

Radio was the chief form of news and entertainment, and by 1945 there were nearly ten 
million radio licenses in Britain. The BBC enjoyed an almost complete monopoly for its two 
programmes, The Home Service and The Forces Programme. Shows ranged from the 
informative Brains Trust to popular comedy such as It's That Man Again.  

"It's That Man Again", otherwise known as ITMA, was launched in 1939, when the BBC decided 
that what its radio broadcast needed was a weekly comedy show. The comedian Tommy 
Handley was chosen and with the help of Ted Kavanagh, they created what was to become 
one of the most popular radio series of the 1940s. The show was named after the phrase 
newspapers commonly used to describe Hitler: "It's that man again!" 
 

In his Eulogy, Marc Hayward, 
completed the portrait with 
moving details of Kennith‟s 
later  life: 

“Kennith often spoke of his 
wife Carmen, who died in 2012. 
He often spoke of their holidays 
together in Spain and other far 
off sunny places. Mauritius was 
his favourite place ever – he did 
have very good tastes. Carmen 
would apparently say to him 
that he had millionaires‟ tastes 
on a policeman‟s salary.  
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Vera Lynn sings to workers during a concert at 
a munitions factory in 1941. IWM P 551. 

                        
The cinema was another highly popular pastime. Every week in Britain, between 25 and 30 
million cinema tickets were sold. The American film Gone With The Wind (1940) was the 
Number One hit of the war, but British films such as In Which We Serve (1942) and Millions 
Like Us (1943) were also tremendously successful. 

All theatres were closed when the war broke out, but many reopened soon after, even though 
most shows were matinées or early evening performances 

In 1939, the Entertainments National Service Association (ENSA) was set up to provide 
entertainment for British troops and in 1940, ENSA also began arranging concerts for British 
civilian workers. Concerts were held for Londoners at the National Gallery, which had been 
empty since the evacuation of its artworks in autumn 1939. During air raids everyone would 
move to the basement.  

Professional sport was badly affected by the war. Initially all professional sport was 
suspended. Football grounds reopened in September and the football leagues were re-
organised on a regional basis to cut down on travelling time. Crowds were restricted, with 
only 8,000 spectators allowed in some areas. Many clubs lost their key players as they were 
called up, and grounds were often requisitioned or damaged by bombing. All the same, 
spectators still flocked to fixtures in reformatted leagues or competitions.  

Pubs faced difficult times during the war. Reduced supplies of sugar and grain to distilleries 
resulted in shortages of beer and whisky. Imports of alcohol were stopped in October 1941. 

 
 
 

Vera Lynn, known as the 'Forces 
Sweetheart', also hosted her own radio 
programme, Sincerely Yours – Vera Lynn, 
where she sang and passed on messages 
from their families to troops serving 
overseas. 

After the war, Vera Lynn made more 
albums and continued to tour. She was 
appointed an Officer of the Order of the 
British Empire (OBE) in 1969, and promoted 
to Dame Commander (DBE) in the 1975 
Queen‟s Birthday Honours "for charitable 
services". The United Kingdom's VE Day 
Diamond Jubilee ceremonies in 2005 
included a concert in Trafalgar Square in 
which Vera Lynn made a speech praising 
the veterans and calling upon the younger 
generation always to remember their 
sacrifice. In 2009, she topped the British 
album charts with We'll Meet Again: The 
Very Best of Vera Lynn. 
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Erratic supplies of beer meant that many drinkers changed their habits, visiting the pub on 
a week night or in the early evening. Some pubs even experienced shortages of glasses and 
drinkers were asked to bring their own glasses. 

From: 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/popular-pastimes-and-entertainment-in-the-second-
world-war 
 
Entertainment in occupied Belgium and Brussels had been at a low ebb throughout the 
war. So when Brussels was liberated, in September 1944, young people had a lot of 
catching up to do. Nightclubs opened for the benefit of British servicemen and young 
Brussels girls were soon being invited to places like the 21 Club, rue d‟Assaut. One such 
young girl was Claire Whitfield, who now remembers: 

“After four years of occupation, like most young people, what I wanted was to make the 
most of my new found freedom. And so when I met RAF Flight/Sgt, Stanley Whitfield, it 
was love at first sight. 

 

Claire (centre), 72 years later, with Alan and 

Fleure, at Branch lunch in April 

But then one day, in May 1945, Stan had to leave for Germany. Stan spent many weekend 
leaves in Brussels and in May 1946, we decided to get married. Stan was demobbed in June 
and we left Belgium heading for Britain with the army. I was the only girl on board a Royal 
Navy Corvette together with a few hundred soldiers and, of course, my husband.  

Though I was sorry to leave my family, I was also anxious to meet my parents-in-law in 
Stan‟s home city, Durham. Stan‟s parents made me feel very welcome and did everything 
they could to make me feel at home.  

I never regretted marrying my RAF lad; neither did I ever regret living in England.” 
 

 

I was eighteen at the time of the 
Liberation of Brussels and Stanley was 
such a nice young man …  

First, we went out with friends, but soon 
it was just the two of us. It was Stan who 
took me to the 21 Club – a dance and 
entertainment club strictly for the British 
Forces; young girls were not allowed in 
unless they were escorted by members of 
the Forces. The club was situated Rue 
d‟Assaut, in the centre of Brussels, 
opposite what today is the SAS Hotel. 
There were two bands at the 21 Club: one 
played slow music and the other Glenn 
Miller-type music.  

I couldn‟t believe it! During the war there 
had hardly been any entertainment at all; 
music and dancing were forbidden and 
because of the curfew, everyone had to be 
home by 10 pm.  

So for me it was like a dream come true.  

 

http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/popular-pastimes-and-entertainment-in-the-second-world-war
http://www.iwm.org.uk/history/popular-pastimes-and-entertainment-in-the-second-world-war


 

THE WIPERS TIMES April 2016 

 

Page 13 
 
 

 

 
FRIENDS OF THE FALLEN 

From Greg Ruthven we received the story of Private Graham Nye, died 30/09/44 at the 
age of 18, and buried at Evere Cemetery, in Brussels. 
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There is probably a cemetery not far from where you live, where a lonely soldier or 
airman is buried. You will find more information on: 

http://www.inmemories.com/index.htm 

Crosses and sticks are supplied free of charge for RBL members. Non-member supporters are 
asked to pay €2.00 per cross into Brussels Branch Bank account IBAN: BE89 2100 1555 
2485, BIC: GEBABEBB of RBL- Hon. Treasurer, Avenue de Tervuren 262/b6, B 1150 
Brussels. Should you wish to make a donation to the RBL Poppy Appeal, please contact 
Jacqueline Daugnaix (071/63.36.86 or 0478.66.23.44) or on jachrida49@gmail.com. 

 

RBL ties, earrings and many other items can be purchased from 
http://www.poppyshop.org.uk/all-products.html?limit=56.  

Copy the item and send it to Paulina Robbins-van Rijn, Chaussée de Saint-Job, 178, 1180 
Brussels, Belgium 

 

Invitation to the commemorations at Hotton and La-Roche-en-Ardennes,  

Sunday 8th May 2016 
 
Programme for the day. 

07.30 sharp - Departure in a minibus or in one of several cars parked in the Metro car park at 
the junction of the Avenue de Wezembeek and the avenue Vandevelde in Kraainem. 

09.30 - Arrival in Hotton in front of the church alongside the river; welcome coffee offered 
by the Town Council at the restaurant “Le Jacquemart”. 

09.45- Church Service jointly led by the Parish Curate and Rev. Ann Babb, our RBL chaplain. 

10.30 - After the service, attendees gather around the Monument to the Fallen at the 
entrance of the church - speeches from Local Authorities and wreath laying. 

Attendees then follow the local Band (on foot or by coach) through the town and up the hill 
to the cemetery. 

11.15 - Ceremony of Remembrance with a word of welcome by our President and Rev. Ann 
Babb; 2nd wreath laying  and distribution of Poppy Crosses.  The ceremony will be followed by 
the planting of a tree to commemorate the long-standing relations between the people of 
Hotton and the RBL. 

12.00 - Down to the Sports Hall for refreshments hosted by the town authorities 

13.00 - Lunch at “Li P'tit Creton » in Rendeux; two-course menu with a glass of beer or a 
soft drink, water and coffee; price: 25.00 Euros to be paid on the day. 

16.00 - “La Roche”, short Memorial Ceremony at the 51st Highland Division monument and 
3rd  wreath laying followed by drinks hosted by the Burgomaster of Hotton. 

Return to Brussels. 

N.B. In order to book your meal at the restaurant and confirm your seat in the minibus or in a 
car please contact our Honorary Secretary Andrée Ferrant; you can do this by e-mail on 
andree.ferrant@hotmail.com or phone  0494/61.96.65. 

Make sure you book no later than 28th April 2016. 

 

http://www.inmemories.com/index.htm
mailto:jachrida49@gmail.com
http://www.poppyshop.org.uk/all-products.html?limit=56
mailto:andreeferrant@hotmail.com
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Evere Remembrance Service, 

Saturday 25th June 2016 
 
The RBL Brussels Branch will hold the annual commemoration and wreath laying services at 
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission Cemetery (CWGC) and Battle of Waterloo 
Memorial, both located inside the Brussels Cemetery in Evere, on Saturday 25th June. 

We will meet at 11.00 am for coffee at the restaurant « Le Lion Belge », Chaussée de Louvain, 
1002, 1140 Evere, close to the Brussels Cemetery entrance.  We will then proceed to the 
cemetery to remember those who gave their lives and shaped the future of Europe in 1815 
and during two World Wars.  British soldiers who fell in the Waterloo campaign are buried 
under a monument unveiled by Queen Victoria in 1890, and the fallen of both World Wars lie 
buried in the Commonwealth Graves Cemetery. 

The commemoration will be followed by lunch at « Le Lion Belge ».  All welcome and parking 
available.  Menu details for those who would like to join us for lunch will be arranged in due 
course.  For further information please mail andree.ferrant@hotmail.com.    

 

Month CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

April  • Sat 9th – 11:00 – Commemorations at Jalhay and Berinzenne 
• Mon 11th - 12:00  – RBL Lunch, Le St Hubert 
• Wed 13th - 12:00 – Joint RBL-BCF-Wednesday Club lunch (tbc) 
• Sun 24th -  10:00 Commemoration Vindictive Ostend (tbc) 

May  • Sun 8th - Hotton & Highland Memorial (see details above) 
• Mon 9th - 12:00 - RBL Lunch, Le Saint-Hubert 
• Wed 25th – Tribute at Rebecq Memorial 

June  • Mon 13th - 12:00 – RBL Lunch, Le Saint-Hubert  
• Sat 25th – 11:30 Evere Ceremony ( see details above) 

July  • Mon 11th - 12:00 RBL Lunch, Le Saint-Hubert 

August  • Mon 8th - 12:00 RBL Lunch, Le Saint-Hubert 
• Sun 21st  - 10:00 – Tigelot Memorial, Jalhay (tbc) 

September  • Belgian Flag day 
• Sat  3rd -  10:00 – Brigade Piron, Molenbeek (tbc) 
• Sat 10th – Commemoration, Hoogstraaten 
• Mon 12th - 12:00 - RBL Lunch, Le Saint-Hubert 

October  • Wed 19th - 12:00  - Joint Harvest Lunch (tbc)  

November  
 

• Mon 14th - 12:00 RBL Lunch, Le Saint-Hubert 
• Ambassador‟s reception, 17 Rue Ducale (tbc) 
• Sun 6th – 10:00 - British Torch of Remembrance (tbc) 
• Fri 11th – ARMISTICE Day  –  Veteran‟s day 
• Sun 13th  - 12:00 – Remembrance Sunday, Holy Trinity  

-  13:15 – Drinks at Holy Trinity in Church Hall 

December Mon 12th  - 12:00 – RBL Xmas lunch, Le Saint-Hubert  

 

mailto:andree.ferrant@hotmail.com
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 

We would like to thank our Members for putting up so patiently with the often chaotic 2016 

membership renewal process. 

If you have still not received your new membership card, please mail 
membership@britishlegion.be or phone 02/7363180, and we shall notify RBL headquarters. 

 

CONDOLENCES FROM THE RBL BRUSSELS BRANCH 

The Brussels Branch wishes to re-iterate its heartfelt condolences to the families and friends 
of two dear members who have recently passed away: 
 
Mr. Kennith Schrijvers, on 31st March 2016, and Mr. Octavien Ricour, on 11th April 2016. 

 
They will be sadly missed. 

 

 

Peter Barlow, Timothy Beuselinck, Vincent Billet, Guy Blockmans, Merlyn Blyth, Lucille 

Bowring, Paul Claes, Richard Cordier, Ed Cutting, Marie Decock, Joan Delaney, Philip 

Dewurst, Daniel Ellis, Carey Foran-Weekers, Alec Grant, Rhoda Grant-McArthur, Marcelle 

Gratton-Couvert, Kenneth Heselwood, Trevor Paul Hobbs, Mario Impens, Alfred Jacob,  

Kathleen Marie Johnson, Freddy Lepeer, Margaret Lysak, Louise Mayne-Vander Meulen, Alan 

George Moffatt, Ann Morley, Sybille Orts, Rosemary Pallett, Keith Paton, Marie-Louise 

Paton-De Petter, Jacques Patteet, Ethel Elisabeth Pede-Moffatt, Alan Puplett, Simons 

Robbins,  Paulina Robbins-van Rijn, Olivier Roupin, Olivier Sermeus, Paul Tucker, Peter Van 

Den Broeck, Valerie Van Steenwegen,  Marc Verbeke, Michael Whitburn, and Ian Youd. 

We would like to offer our very special congratulations to Claire Whitfield and HRH 

Elizabeth II, who have just celebrated their 90th birthday. 

Also, our super special congratulations to four branch members on their 90+ birthday:  

Joan Anselot-Crawshaw, Eric Johnson, Jacques Verheyden, and Paule Earn. 

 

With many thanks for their contributions to this April issue to Claire, François, Greg, Marc, 
and of course Filomena for her invaluable technical assistance. 

 
Newsletter contributions gratefully received – please email the NL Coordinator  Michael 

Whitburn at mwhitbur@vub.ac.be 

Happy birthday wishes to the branch members who have celebrated 

their birthdays since the previous issue of the Newsletter in January: 


