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2015 promises to be a very special year with at least two milestone 
celebrations: the 200th Anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo and 
the 70th Anniversary of the end of World War II. 

To mark the bicentenary of the Battle of Waterloo, asbl Waterloo 
2015 will this year be organising two large-scale re-enactments 
with over 5000 participants, 300 horses and 100 canons. 
Commemorations will begin on Wednesday 17/06 with the 
inauguration of the restored Hougoumont farm. Activities and re-
enactments will take place between 18th and 21st June.   

Ticket information for the Waterloo Bicentenary on the official 
website www.waterloo2015.org/en 

The RBL Brussels Newsletter proposes, courtesy of Wikipedia and 
RBL member François Roberti-Lintermans, to retell the story of the 
Battle in three parts, starting, in this issue, three days before the 
final confrontation. 

On May 3rd, you are invited to join in the annual commemorations 
at Hotton and La Roche-en-Ardenne with, this year, the 
commemoration of the 70th Anniversary of the Battle of the 
Bulge. Also in this issue, the tributes to Harry Moore and Mark 
Thomas who, sadly, passed away within just a few days of each 
other. We will remember them. 
 
Michael Whitburn, Newsletter coordinator 
 

BATTLE OF WATERLOO (part 1) 

The Duchess of Richmond's ball was held in Brussels by Charlotte, 
Duchess of Richmond, on 15 June 1815. Her husband, Charles 
Lennox, 4th Duke of Richmond, was in command of a reserve force 
whose purpose was to protect the city. It was during this ball that 
Arthur Wellesley, 1st Duke of Wellington, received confirmation 
that Bonaparte had crossed the border into Belgium. 

The atmosphere in the ballroom changed as news circulated among 
the guests that the French were now advancing on Brussels. 
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A Prussian officer informs the Duke of Wellington that the French have crossed the 
border near Charleroi and that the Prussians are to concentrate their army at Ligny. 

Wellington hastily sent his army in the direction of Quatre Bras, a strategic position held by 
the Prince of Orange, where the road from Charleroi to Brussels crosses the road from 
Nivelles to Namur.  

Marshal Ney, who was in command of Napoleon‟s left-wing, had received orders to secure 
the crossroads.  Ney spent the morning massing his troops and reconnoitering the enemy 
at Quatre Bras, but not until noon did he take steps to take the crossroads. Grouchy, in 
command of the right wing, meanwhile reported from Fleurus that Prussian troops were 
coming up from Namur, but Napoleon seems not to have taken much notice. When, 
between 09:00 and 10:00, further news reached Napoleon that considerable hostile forces 
were now visible at Quatre Bras, he at once sent a dispatch to Ney ordering him to 
concentrate his forces and crush all resistance by enemy troops. 

Napoleon's strategy was to drive a wedge between the Allied army – a coalition under 
Wellington of British, Dutch, and Belgian forces - and the Prussian army, and destroy them 
separately. Ney was to move against the Allied army at Quatre Bras and hold Wellington's 
forces there. At the same time the French were to attack the Prussians frontally on their 
line of defence between Wagnelée, Saint Amand and Ligny. The villages of Ligny, Saint 
Amand and Wagnelée were sturdily built and surrounded by trees, and offered an 
excellent defensive position. The battlefield itself consisted of cornfields. The windmill of 
Brye on a hill north west from Ligny was a suitable vantage point and Field Marshal 
Blücher, in command of the Prussian troops, made it his headquarters during the battle. 
Napoleon remained in Fleurus, with good view of the battlefield from the windmill of 
Naveau. 
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The battle of Ligny (16th June) ended in defeat for the Prussians. The old Field-Marshal lay 
trapped under his dead horse for several hours, his life saved only by the devotion of his 
aide-de-camp. Although the French were victorious, they failed to totally destroy the 
Prussian army. The Prussians were able to retreat - albeit with numerous injured and dead - 
north to Wavre (about 18 kilometres east of Waterloo).  Napoleon had succeeded in his aim 
of keeping the two Allied armies apart, but mistakenly believed the Prussians to be 
defeated. He was confident that Wellington could also be defeated. The defeat of the 
Prussians made Wellington's position at Quatre Bras untenable. Wellington spent 17th June 
falling back northwards, to a defensive position he had personally reconnoitered the previous 
year at Mont St Jean: a low ridge south of the village of Waterloo. Napoleon, with the 
reserve and the right wing of the Army of the North, after a late start on 17 June, joined Ney 
at Quatre Bras at 13:00 to attack Wellington's army, only to find the position had been 
abandoned. The day ended with a brief cavalry skirmish at Genappe as torrential rain set in 
for the night. 

The Prussians, then, were allowed to retreat not to the east, away from Wellington, but 
northwards, parallel to Wellington's line of march and still within supporting distance, and 
they remained throughout in communication with Wellington. Had Marshal Ney attacked 
Quatre Bras earlier, the outcome could have been very different as, until the reinforcements 
arrived, the French army greatly outnumbered the Allies and their chances of victory were 
good. 

Though largely overshadowed by the Battle of Waterloo, the battles at Quatre Bras and Ligny 
were major confrontations causing over 30,000 losses, dead and wounded, on both sides.  

 By the end of 17th June, Wellington's army had arrived at its position at Waterloo, with the 
main body of Napoleon's army following. Blücher's army was gathering in and around Wavre, 
about 13 kms from Waterloo.  

(Adapted fromhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Waterloo) 

 

 Battle of Ligny (16th June 1815) 
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MEDICAL SERVICES AT THE BATTLE OF WATERLOO 

by François Roberti-Lintermans. 

Medical support was rudimentary.  There was a total lack of hygiene and asepsis; there was 
no anaesthesia. Surgeons operated in dreadful, insanitary conditions; in a kitchen, a stable, 
on a table soiled by previous operations. 
 
If the trunk had been hit by a bullet, the bullet was extracted. Most of the time, the bullet 
did not simply pass through the body but had to be dug out of the wound. The shock of being 
hit by a bullet was such that the victim would usually faint even if wounded in the arm or 
leg. A piece of cloth, a button even, could easily be forced into the flesh.  
 
Once the bullet, and other foreign bodies, had been removed, the wound was bandaged, and 
the victim could only pray that infection and gangrene did not set in. 
 
If a limb had been hit, the procedure was easier and faster: the limb was amputated. Only if 
neither bone nor artery had been affected would the surgeon try to save the limb. In all 
other cases, the wounded soldier was held down by two or three men while the surgeon 
sliced the flesh and sawed the bone. « The soldier knows what to expect and will prefer 
amputation to occur as soon as possible. He is no more insensitive to pain than we are. He is 
simply less frightened because he is more used to it » (D. Howard, Waterloo, A near run 
thing). 
 
And so, on Sunday 18th June and on the days that followed, thousands of men will have 
faced the surgeon‟s knife. Their sufferings will not however have ended on the surgeon‟s 
table, for they will also have had to endure the extreme discomfort of evacuation in carts, 
on bumpy road to Brussels and France. Bloodletting was commonly performed to prevent or 
cure fever on men already weakened by loss of blood caused by wounds and operations. 
 
One can only be impressed by the courage and stoicism shown by some of those men. One 
such man was Lord Uxbridge, who commanded the Allied cavalry at Waterloo, and whose leg 
was shattered by a cannonball. His leg had to be removed. Nobody held him down and, as 
the story goes, his only comment through the terrible procedure was that « the knives 
appear somewhat blunt ».  Or the French colonel whose arm had just been amputated and 
who immediately got back into the saddle to lead his regiment into battle.   
 
Yes, there is no doubt about it: they were made of sterner stuff in those days! 
 
Translated by Michael Whitburn from Une bataille racontée à mes amis: Waterloo, with the 
kind permission of the Association de la famille Roberti a.s.b.l. 
 

DOWN MEMORY LANE: THE JUNE 1948 WATERLOO BALL 

By Fleur Empringham 

As I was reading the Calendar of Events in the April 2013 issue of The Wipers Times, I came 
to The Duchess of Richmond‟s Charity Ball on 15th June and memories started flooding in... 
 
In January 1948, I joined my husband Arthur in Wolfenbüttel, Germany, where his regiment 

was stationed. The 1st Royal Dragoons could look back on a great history. 
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The regiment had been part of the British fighting force in 1815 at the Battle of Waterloo and 
the men were very proud of their Regiment‟s History. They were now stationed at some very 
attractive barracks, previously occupied by Herr Hitler‟s elite Waffen SS, and they were all 
looking forward to commemorating Waterloo in  a grand way. So plans were being made for a 
double celebration:  Waterloo and End of the War.  
 
During the latter years, these men had all seen action and now that hostilities had ended, 
they intended to make this a very special event. The regimental silver would be brought over 
from the U.K. and officers and wives from adjoining regiments would be invited. Our men 
would be wearing their ceremonial dress and of course there was a lot of excitement in the 
ladies‟ camp too, even a bit of secrecy.  I managed to get some wonderful material for my 
very first evening gown and a German dressmaker made me the most beautiful dress I had 
ever seen. On leave in Brussels, I bought the necessary accessories and so, I was all set for the 
Big Day. 
 
It was spectacular: the men in their dress uniform and the ladies in all their fineries. The 
regimental band played the popular tunes and everybody was relaxed and happy. As can be 
expected, the men outnumbered the ladies, so we ladies had a great time. During the interval 
there was a lavish display of food presented on silver dishes, and punch bowls filled to the 
brim. After the hardship and austerity of the war years, this truly was a revelation. 
 
After the interval, we returned to the ballroom and when the band started to play the music 
of the song J’attendrai, a high ranking officer invited me to dance. To my astonishment, I was 
asked if I knew the words in French and if I would sing them for him. I was bemused and 
hesitant, but after a few seconds I accepted and began to sing quietly. When the dance came 
to an end, the officer looked at me and said: “Mrs Empringham, I am very grateful, but I feel I 
owe you an explanation. Not long after the British landed in France in 1939, we had to 
retreat. And when passing through a village on our way to Dunkirk, a woman stood at the 
corner of the street and sang J’attendrai with full voice. Ever since, whenever I hear that 
song, I remember.” 
 
And over the years, whenever I myself hear that song, memories come flowing back of that 
charming gentleman and that never to be forgotten June 1948 Waterloo Ball. 
 

Private Owen Joseph Donlen (1890-1918) 

by Jacqueline Daugnaix, Friends of the Fallen Coordinator 

In Dinant Communal Cemetery there is one World War I lonely grave. It is the final resting 
place of Private Owen Joseph Donlen, who was buried there in December 1918. 

 
Owen was born in Ferbane (Ireland), and in 1892, when only two years of age, he travelled 
with his parents, Owen and Mary Donlen, to Mareeba, in Queensland, Australia. 
 
In October 1916, he was enlisted in the 52nd Infantry Battalion, and in January 1917 he 
embarked from Sydney to Devonport, England,. He was marched into the 13th Training 
Battalion in Codford in April. 
 
In August 1917, he left for France and was allotted to the 4th Australian division Base Depot 
and later to the 52nd Battalion. 
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He was buried the day after with full military honours. 
 
During the Centenary period, the names of each one of the 62,000 Australians who lost their 
lives during WWI will be projected on to the exterior of the Hall of Memory at the Australian 
War Memorial at Campbell, Canberra. Owen‟s name will be projected on 2nd May and 14th 
June. 

 
 

Cartoon by Andrew Fisher, President RBL Brussels Branch 
 
 

In October, he was wounded and sent to a 
Canadian hospital in Boulogne and later to East 
Leeds War Hospital.  After a leave in February 
1918 he embarked in Southampton and was 
marched into N° 4 Australian Infantry Base Depot 
in Le Havre.  
 
That same year, in June, he was transferred to 
the 49th Battalion. 
 
After a leave in England in November he re-
joined his unit in December. 
 
On December 22nd 1918, Owen was returning to 
barracks when he accidentally fell into a lock on 
the river Meuse at Bouvignes. He must have tried 
to swim to the edge of the lock, but the water 
was exceptionally cold, and he probably sank 

almost immediately. 
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The Friends of the Fallen are members and supporters of the Brussels Branch of the Royal 
British Legion. 

Should you wish to place a Poppy-cross on a lonely grave, please contact Jacqueline 
Daugnaix-Whitfield by phone 071/633 686 or 0478/662 344 or by e-mail: jachrida49@gmail.com 

ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO TODAY…  WW1: February-June 1915 

1915 is the first full year of war that sees the Allies vainly striving to achieve a breakthrough 
on the Western Front, while the Germans achieve numerous successes elsewhere. Despite 
attacks on the Western Front, Britain and France make few gains; they also incur hundreds of 
thousands more casualties than the enemy.  New technology first used in 1915 also made 
warfare more terrible and complex than ever before, with  the use of poison gas, the 
beginning of U-Boat Warfare, bombing raids by Zeppelin, the use of liquid fire, etc. 

February 1915 

18/2: As part of its U-boat campaign, Germany regards waters around the British Isles to be a 
war zone. 

March 1915 

18/3: A British attack on the Dardanelles fails. 

April 1915 

22/4: Start of Second Battle of Ypres. First large-scale use of poison gas on the Western Front 
by the Germans.  

25/4: Start of the Gallipoli Campaign (lasting until January 1916): Landing at Anzac Cove by 
Australian and New Zealand Army Corps and landing at Cape Helles by British and French 
troops to begin the Allied invasion of the Gallipoli peninsula in the Ottoman Empire. 

26/4: Treaty of London: Italy secretly agrees to leave the Triple Alliance with Germany and 
Austria-Hungary, and join the Triple Entente. 

May 1915 

3/5: Canadian soldier John McCrae writes the poem "In Flanders Fields". 

7/5: British ocean liner RMS Lusitania is sunk by Imperial German Navy U-boat U-20 off the 
south-west coast of Ireland, killing 1,198 civilians en route from New York City to Liverpool. 

9/5 - 18/6: Second Battle of Artois (Arras sector): German and French forces fight to a 
standstill; 200,000 casualties on both sides. 

24/5: Italy joins the Allies after declaring war on Austria-Hungary. 

June  1915 

16/6: First Battle of Bellewaarde, or Battle of Hooge. A battlefield approximately ½ mile 
square, where over 1000 men die within a 12-hour period and many others are wounded; many 
will die later of infection or complications. 

 

Timeline article suggested by Jean-Pierre Pede.  (Adapted from 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1915) 

 

mailto:jachrida49@gmail.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chemical_weapons
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A Tribute to Harry More MBE 

by Colin Puplett 

 
 
In January 1943, at the age of 20, Harry enlisted in the Royal Army Ordnance Corps, and in 
June 1944, he first set foot on the Continent, on the beaches of Arromanches in 
Normandy.  He did not like the experience, but, as he said, he fought for his country, for 
democracy and freedom. 

After the war, he remained in the Army and spent his time between France, England, 
Germany and then in Belgium, where he was in charge of an ammunition depot and 
worked in close collaboration with bomb disposal experts. Amongst other places, Harry 
was billeted in Woluwé-St-Pierre. There, in 1947, he met Denise, and later that year, he 
left the Army. In 1949, Harry and Denise were married, and by 1955 they had a daughter, 
Evelyn, and a son, Anthony.  

Harry worked for the British Embassy in Brussels, where he achieved the position of Pro-
Consul, and in 1969 he joined EuroControl where he remained until his retirement in 
1987. Harry had many qualities: he was a moderate person, well-liked by friends and 
neighbours, and appreciated at work.  He was humble and a good listener. He did not 
criticize, nor did he complain. Above all, he was a very caring father and a very 
enthusiastic grandfather to his five grandchildren and six great-grandchildren. 

I have been reminded of Harry's love of Chess, which he played during his time at the 
Embassy and EuroControl, and at a club in Woluwe-Saint-Pierre.  

When I joined the Legion, I also joined the Branch Welfare Committee as Welfare 
Secretary to Harry, who was the Welfare Chairman. When I later took on the role of 
Welfare Chairman, I was very grateful that Harry remained on the committee, of which in 
fact he continued to be a member until his death.  

Harry‟s contribution over many years to the functioning of the Brussels Branch was 
enormous. A common comment I received about Harry is that he was an organiser and, 
most importantly, a "doer". If Harry said he would do something, then you could be 
assured it would be done.  

Harry took great pride in participating in the many remembrance ceremonies organised by 

 
 
All in all Harry was a great asset to the Branch and this was reflected when he was invited 
to become Branch President. The image which will remain in our memories will be that of a 
man of integrity, upright, discrete, jovial and generous.  He was nice man, a great man, a 

Harry died on 13th February at the age of 92. He was 
born in the area of the Caledonian Road in Islington, 
London in June 1922. He was born into a large family 
and had a twin sister. The Caledonian Road at this time 
was not a genteel or refined area and so he did not have 
an easy start to life, and at a young age he was sent to 
live in a children's home after the death of his mother.  

A significant characteristic was Harry's positive attitude 
to life. An example of this was when he talked about his 
life in the children's home. He considered that it had 
given him an enormous advantage in the education he 
received. In fact, his efforts won him a scholarship to a 
Grammar School, which was a considerable achievement 

at that time.  
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the Branch such as the November Remembrance Service, the Evere Ceremony and the visits 
to Hotton in the Ardennes. Harry and Denise were also part of the social scene of the Branch 
at a time when the number of Branch members was far greater than is the case today, and 
formal dances and dinners were held at such places as the Metropole Hotel. I was told Harry 
was quite a dancer in his younger days. 

All in all, Harry was a great asset to the Branch, which of course is why he was invited to 
become Branch President. The image that will remain in our memories will be that of a man 
of great integrity; upright, discrete, cheerful and generous.  He was nice man, a great man, a 
real gentleman. 

We will remember him. 
 

INVITATION TO THE HOTTON & LA ROCHE HIGHLAND MEMORIAL 
COMMEMORATIONS 

Remember to keep Sunday 3rd May free to attend the RBL Brussels Branch Annual 

Commemorations at Hotton and La Roche-en-Ardenne with this year, very much in the 

spotlight, the 70th Anniversary of the Battle of the Bulge. 

 
Programme: 
 
07:30 sharp - Depart from Kraainem Metro car park (junction of Avenue de Wezembeek and 
Avenue Vandervelde). Transport will be available - either minibus or private cars. 

09:30 - Arrival in Hotton in front of the church near the river. Welcome coffee offered by the 
Town Council at “Le Jacquemart” restaurant. 

09:45 - Church Service, led jointly by the Curate and the Reverend Ann Babb. 

10:30 – Wreath laying and speeches from the town dignitaries at the Monument to the Fallen 
at the entrance to the church. 

11:00 – Procession, following the local Band, (or by coach) through the town, up the hill, to 
the CWGC Cemetery, Rue de la Libération, Hotton. 

11:15 - Ceremony of Remembrance with a word of welcome by our President and Reverend 
Ann Babb. Wreath laying and distribution of Poppy crosses. 

12:30 – Reception with speeches hosted by the Burgomaster of Hotton in Hotton‟s Sports Hall. 

13:30 - Lunch at “LiP‟tit Creton”, Rue de Hotton 89, 6987 Rendeux/Hotton. Two-course menu 
+ one glass of wine and coffee, 25 euros. 

16:00 - Memorial Ceremony and wreath laying at the 51st Highland Division monument, Rue 
du Chalet, La Roche-en-Ardenne. 

16:15 - Return to Brussels. 

N.B. To book your place on the mini bus and/or lunch, please contact Mrs Andrée Ferrant, 
Honorary Secretary: e-mail: andree.ferrant@hotmail.com or GSM: 0494.61.96.65, by 
Saturday 25th April 2014 at the latest, so we can arrange the minibus and confirm the 
restaurant reservation. 
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We look forward to seeing you at what is certainly one of the most important events 
on the RBL Brussels Branch calendar. 
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 A Tribute to Mark Thomas 

by Brenda Puplett 
 

 
 
 

  

                                                                    Mark Thomas as Standard Bearer at Evere with 

                                                                    Harry More in the background 

Mark Thomas, also known to many of his friends as 
Tommo, joined our Branch in 2010. He was an active 
member of the Welfare Committee, regularly visiting 
some of the older members of the Branch and treating 
them to a meal.  On one occasion he also acted as 
Standard Bearer at an Evere ceremony.  Mark was an ex-
Falklands RAF veteran, who after serving in the RAF 
came to Brussels to join Eurocontrol. 

Mark grew up in Birmingham together with his brother 
and two sisters, and always remained very close to his 
family. 

Mark, who had always loved football, was given the 
opportunity in Brussels to lead the British United 

Football Club.   

As club Chairman, he took British United 
to the forefront of amateur football in 
Belgium and built a club for men and 
women of all ages and abilities to come 
together and enjoy good company. Mark 
was also a lifelong supporter of Wolves 
Football Club, the team he lived and 
suffered with every season. 

Mark was a great fan of classic cars and 
the keen driver of a Jag – the very last car 
he owned. 

Music was vitally important to him.  He 
kept introducing friends to new bands, 
especially at the Ancienne Belgique and 
the Botanique, where he could listen to 
his music while enjoying a beer and 
engage in post-gig discussions with the 
band.  The sound of Brussels will never be 
the same again for those who have 
attended one of Mark‟s famous Discos.  
Mark had a special knack for reading his 
audience‟s wishes, and his Discos were 
guaranteed to get even the most reluctant 
dancers to their feet. 

When off work, Mark regularly attended 
the Rustiques lunches and always had a 
friendly word and a smile for everyone.  
He was a genuine people‟s person. 
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Mark was often accompanied by his young daughter, Hannah.  I‟m sure many will 
remember the time when Hannah was asked to draw the tombola tickets at a 
Remembrance Day lunch at Holy Trinity.  There were many prizes, but it seemed that 
every single number she drew was in the 400s.  For a long time after that she was known, 
even to Mark, as „Miss 400‟.  

Mark‟s early demise on 26th March, at the age of 53, was a shock to us all.  His strength 
of character during the last few months of his life, when he was putting up a brave fight 
against cancer, which he knew to be terminal, was an example for us all.  He will be 
greatly missed 

We will remember him. 
 

SEVENTY  YEARS AGO TODAY…  WW2: February-June 1945 

February 1945 

4/2: The Yalta Conference with Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin begins. The main subject 
of their discussions is postwar spheres of influence. Belgium is now cleared of all German 
forces. 

13-14/2: The bombing of Dresden takes place; it is firebombed by Allied air forces and 
large parts of the historic city are destroyed. 

23/2: U.S. Marines raise the American flag on Mount Suribachi on Iwo Jima. 

24/2: Massive bombing of Germany by approximately 9,000 bombers. 

March 1945 

3/3: The allies attempt to destroy V-2s and launching equipment near The Hague by a 
large-scale bombardment, killing 511 Dutch civilians. 

7/3: The Battle of Remagen: when German troops fail to dynamite the Ludendorff Bridge 
over the Rhine, the U.S. First Army captures the bridge and begins crossing the river. The 
Army also takes Cologne, Germany. 

9/3: The US firebombs a number of cities in Japan, including Tokyo, with heavy civilian 
casualties. 

15/3: V-2 rockets continue to hit England and Belgium. 

16/3: Iwo Jima is finally secured after a month's fighting; this was the only time 
American casualties exceeded Japanese.  

22-23/3: US and British forces cross the Rhine at Oppenheim. 

24/3: Montgomery's troops cross the Rhine at Wesel. 

27/3: The Western Allies slow their advance and allow the Red Army to take Berlin. 

April 1945 

6/4: The Spring 1945 offensive in Italy begins in northern Italy. 

10/4: Buchenwald concentration camp is liberated by American forces. 

12/4: U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt dies suddenly. Harry S. Truman becomes 
President of the United States. 

15/4: Bergen-Belsen concentration camp is liberated by the British Army. 
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20/4: Hitler celebrates his 56th birthday in the bunker in Berlin; reports are that he is in an 
unhealthy state, nervous, and depressed. 

21/4: Soviet forces launch assaults on the German forces in and around the city of Berlin in 
the opening stages of the Battle of Berlin. 

24/4: Allies encircle the last German armies near Bologna, and the Italian war in effect 
comes to an end. 

25/4: Elbe Day: first contact between Soviet and American troops at the river Elbe, near 
Torgau in Germany. 

27/4: The encirclement of German forces in Berlin is completed  

28/4: Benito Mussolini, heavily disguised, is captured in northern Italy while trying to escape. 
Mussolini and his mistress Clara Petacci, are shot and hanged in Milan the next day 

29/4: Dachau concentration camp is liberated by the U.S. 7th Army. 

30/4: Hitler and his wife Eva Braun commit suicide. 

May 1945 

1/5: Goebbels and his wife kill their children and then commit suicide. 

2/5: Soviet forces capture the Reichstag and install the flag of Soviet Union over the 
Reichstag building. 

5/5: Formal negotiations for Germany's surrender begin at Reims, France. 

6/5: This date marks the last fighting for American troops in Europe. 

7/5: Germany surrenders unconditionally to the Allies at the Western Allied Headquarters in 
Rheims, France at 2:41 am. 

8/5: Ceasefire takes effect at one minute past midnight; Victory in Europe Day, generally 
known as VE Day was the public holiday celebrated on 8 May 1945 to mark the formal 
acceptance by the Allies of World War II of Nazi Germany's unconditional surrender of its 
armed forces. It thus marked the end of World War II in Europe. 

 
VE Day: Winston Churchill giving the V-sign to crowds in Whitehall, London 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torgau
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clara_Petacci
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June 1945 

19/6: The United Kingdom begins demobilisation. 

26/6: The United Nations Charter is signed in San Francisco. 

(Adapted from 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_World_War_II_%281945%29#June_1945) 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2015 (details for some events will be confirmed later) 

Mon 13th April  RBL Branch Lunch 12:00 - Les Brasseries Rustiques, Ave du Cimetière de  
 Bruxelles 155, 1140 Brussels. Tel: Brenda 02 767 47 26 

Wed 15th April  Joint RBL / British Charitable Fund / Wednesday Club – Spring Lunch,  
 Auberge St Pierre, Wezembeek-Oppem 

Sun 3rd May  RBL Hotton & Highland Memorial Commemoration (Battle of the Bulge) 
 & Lunch 

Sun 10th May  Commemoration at the Fort of Eben-Emael, Liège 

Mon 11th May  RBL Branch Lunch  

Thu 28th May  RAFA Remembrance Service at Rebecq. www.rebecq-memorial.eu 

Mon 1st June  RBL Branch Lunch 12:00 

Sat 27th June  RBL Memorial Day Service & Lunch, Evere. Bicentenary commemoration  
 of the Battle of Waterloo at the Waterloo monument 

Sun 12th July  Official opening of the Edith Cavell Exhibition at the Saint Michel et  
 Gudule Cathedral (12/7-23/8). Polyptych commissioned by Norwich  
 Cathedral to Brian Whelan. Entrance free. Details also on other Edith  
 Cavell events on www.edith-cavell-belgium.eu 

Mon 13th July  RBL Branch Lunch 12:00 

Mon 10th August  RBL Branch Lunch 12:00 

Sun 30th August  RAFA Tigelot Remembrance at Jalhay/Verviers 10:00. Annual 
 commemoration in memory of the sacrifice of all Allied Airmen who  
 lost their lives in the High Ardennes in the Second World War  

September  Commemoration of the 71st Anniversary of the Liberation of Brussels 
 Parc des Muses, Ave Brigade Piron, Molenbeek. Brigade Piron memorial 

Fri 4th Sept Brigade Piron Commemoration, Parc des Muses, av. Brigade Piron,  
 Molenbeek 

Mon 7th Sept  RBL Branch (Brussels Liberation) Lunch 12:00 

October  Start of Poppy Appeal 

Sat 10th Oct Edith Cavell concert at Holy Trinity 

Sun 11th Oct Edith Cavell service at Holy Trinity 

Mon 12th Oct Edith Cavell event organised by the British Embassy 

Mon 12th Oct RBL Branch (Poppy Appeal) Lunch 12:00 

http://www.rebecq-memorial.eu/
http://www.edith-cavell-belgium.eu/
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October  Comète Line Commemoration Service, Air Force Chapel, Basilica of  
 Koekelberg, Brussels 

October  Commemoration of the 100th Anniversary of the WW1 Battle of Ypres 

Mon 9th Nov RBL Branch (Remembrance) Lunch 

November  Commonwealth Torch of Remembrance – Eternal Flame Rekindled 
 Colonne du Congrès, Rue Royale, 1000 Brussels (TBC) 

November RBL Remembrance Sunday Service followed by social get-together –  
 Pro-Cathedral Holy Trinity, Brussels 

November  British Torch of Remembrance – Eternal Flame Rekindled, Colonne du  
 Congrès, Rue Royale, 1000 Brussels 

Wed 11th Nov Belgian Commemoration of Armistice Day attended by the King of the  
 Belgians – 11:00 - Colonne du Congrès, Rue Royale, 1000 Brussels 

Mon 7th Dec  RBL Branch Christmas Lunch 12:00 

CONDOLENCES FROM THE RBL BRUSSELS BRANCH 
 
The Brussels Branch wishes to re-iterate its heartfelt condolences to the families and friends 
of two dear members who have recently passed away: 
 
Mr. Harry Moore, MBE, one-time Welfare Chairman and Branch President, on 13th February 

2015, and Mr. Mark Thomas, on 26th March 2015. 

 
They will be sadly missed. 

 

Happy birthday wishes to the 45 (!) branch members who have celebrated their 

birthdays since the previous issue of the Newsletter in January: Peter Barlow, Vincent Billet, 

Lucille Bowring, Pierre Campion, Paul Claes, Sheila Lyle Cuthbertson, Joeri De Rocker, Marie 

Decock, Joan Delaney, Roger Ellis, Carey Foran-Weekers, Alec Grant, Rhoda Grant-McArthur, 

Marcelle Gratton-Couvert, Paule Hearn, Edward Hearn, Kenneth Heselwood, Trevor Paul 

Hobbs, Sean Hughes, Alfred Jacob, Eric Johnson, Kathleen Marie Johnson, Gary Kavanagh, 

Freddy Lepeer, Margaret Lysak, Louise Mayne-Vander Meulen, Alan George Moffatt, Ann 

Morley, Peter Ivan Pallett, Keith Paton, Marie-Louise Paton-De Petter, Ethel Elisabeth Pede-

Moffatt, Alan Puplett, Colin Puplett, Paulina Robbins-van Rijn, Olivier Roupin, Olivier 

Sermeus, Paul Tucker, Peter Van Den Broeck, Valerie Van Steenwegen, Christian Vandeput, 

Marc Verbeke, Claire Whitfield, Andrew Woollin, Ian Youd. 

We would also like to offer our very special congratulations to three branch members who 

have recently celebrated their 90+ birthday.  

One of them, Eric Johnson, MBE, gave a most convincing demonstration of his impeccable 

parade-ground skills at this week‟s RBL Lunch: right, left, right, left … about turn … 

attention … salute – not bad for a young man of 91! 
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About the Royal British Legion, Brussels 

Caring and campaigning for the serving and ex-Service community 
 
The Brussels Branch of the RBL is always happy to welcome new members.  
Annual membership currently stands at 20 Euros, and you don‟t need to be  
ex-military to join. 

The Brussels Branch provides varying levels of welfare support to a number of ex-
servicemen or women. This includes hospital and home visits as well as financial assistance. 
We also provide a social focus for members including trips, lunches and a variety of other 
activities. 

Members of the RBL also represent the Branch at many ceremonies organised at war graves 
and cemeteries throughout Belgium. 

Our main fund-raising activity on an annual basis is the Poppy Appeal, particularly relevant 
in Belgium where some of the bloodiest fighting of the First World War took place. 
 
Main email contact: info@britishlegion.be 
  
Membership contact: membership@britishlegion.be & www.britishlegion.be 
 

 
 

 
General information: 

Maureen Dealy has mailed us on behalf of an organisation called Jubilee Sailing Trust 
(www.jst.org.uk). The Trust operates two tall ships called Lord Nelson & Tenacious, which 
were the only two tall ships in the world purposely built to take people of all physical 
abilities sailing side by side as equals. Two voyages that might be of particular interest to 
RBL Brussels members are:  

London – Bruges – 3rd-10th July - http://jst.org.uk/voyages/london-bruges/  

Bruges – Weymouth – 11th-17th July - http://jst.org.uk/voyages/bruges-weymouth/  

Interested? Contact Maureen Dealey directly on 004423 8042 6855 or Email 
maureen.dealey@jst.org.uk 
  
 
 

With many thanks for their contributions to this April issue to Andrée, Andrew, Brenda, 
Colin, Fleur, François, Jacqueline, Jean-Pierre, and of course Filomena. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Newsletter contributions gratefully received – please email the NL Coordinator  Michael 
Whitburn at mwhitbur@vub.ac.be 
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