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At the Imperial War Museum London, nine Dunkirk veterans met to mark the 70th 
anniversary of the day they were evacuated. They spoke of dodging shells and 
bullets while waiting for the flotilla of small boats to take them home across the 
channel.  
Sam Kershaw, 90, of Cheshire, told how he fell into an exhausted sleep on a rescue 
ship’s deck and woke to see “the white cliffs of Dover”. 

 
 

 

 

Dunkirk Remembered at the Imperial War Museum 
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Our day in Hotton comes round each year at the beginning of May and so for many it 

heralds the beginning of Spring. Lying astride the River Ourthe in the beautiful Ardennes 

countryside it can be a delightful place to be at that time of year. Unfortunately, it was not to 

be, as we were greeted by a dash of rain and a chill wind.  

 

Despite all this the attendance was up on last year for both Brits and Belgians. Once again 

we thank our Hosts the Bourgemestre Mme Françoise Jeanmart and the Town Council for 

the support they gave us throughout the day. 

 

Some of us marched to the Cemetery, but unfortunately the band ran out of puff halfway up 

the hill so we had to make our way without the music. We are all getting older!!  

 

The weather was kinder to us for the Hotton Cemetery ceremony and all went well. 

Afterwards the Town held a reception in the Amenities Centre for all those who attended.  

 

We were accompanied by the Band, Les Joyeux Travailleurs, throughout the morning and as 

usual they were in magnificent form.  

 

This was followed by lunch at the Café Le Jacquemart which unfortunately could not 

accommodate the increased numbers and so our party was split with neighbouring Pizza 

Parlour! This was most unfortunate and we will be looking for an alternative venue for next 

year. 

 

The day ended with a short Act of Remembrance at the 51
st
 Highland Division Memorial at 

La Roche en Ardenne. The Lament was accompanied, some said ‘appropriately’, by a minor 

cloud burst. After a long and eventful day we made our various ways home.     

 
 

Hotton Remembrance Service Sunday 2
nd

 May 2010 
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Adolphe Max – Burgomaster (Mayor) of Brussels 1909 -1939 
 

If you were asked who you would like to meet from 
history,  who would it be? For me this is an easy question to 
answer, it would be Adolphe Max the Mayor of Brussels from 
1909 to 1939. 
 
A curious choice I hear you say but there is a good reason to 
my choice. When I first read of his life and, most of all, the 
way in which he protected his people, as best he could, from 
the German army as they marched into Belgium and 
occupied Brussels, I was amazed at this man’s courage and 
strength. His actions and stance, while confronted with such 
a situation of shear oppression, coupled with the uncertainty 
of what the future held had to be admired.  
 
He was truly loved by the people of Brussels mainly due to 

his deep, warm audacious personality and in truth Monsieur Max’s enormous popularity 
owes itself not only to his electric personality, but also to his commonsense approach which 
he used in his day to day work and through those extremely difficult first weeks when 
Brussels was occupied. 
 
During the occupation in WW1 Max refused to cooperate with the German occupying 
forces. As a result he was arrested in September 1914, for his “irreconcilable attitude,” 
according to the German Military Governor of Belgium. On hearing of his arrest the 
population of Brussels erupted into hysteria. Crowds gathered in the streets. Cries of grief 
and rage burst from the broken-hearted Belgians. The anger of the city found vent in shouts 
and hisses as a group of German Guards made their way across the Grand Place, 
conducting two Belgian prisoners towards the Town Hall. And then, all of a sudden, 
Brussels was in total uproar. Prudence and fear were flung to the wind. Like mad creatures 
the seething crowds of men, women, and children ran tearing along the cobbled roads 
towards the Hotel de Ville, shouting and hissing at every German they saw. The shouting 
aloud of the Burgomaster’s name became louder and louder  "Max, Max, Max!!!"  

The Civic Guard, composed mostly of elderly Brussels civilians, dashed in and out among 
the infuriated mob, waving their sticks, and imploring the population to restrain itself, as they 
knew the consequences might be fatal for all.  

Slowly, on that wet Sunday, the people of Brussels calmed down. From that day the 
Germans realised that within the occupied city lay a volatile dangerous force. The very 
same force that had been restrained and kept in order by the very man they had been so 
foolish to arrest. 

 Max’s words hung over Brussels for the entire occupation. As the Germans 
were going about their business throughout the streets of Brussels Max’s spirit 
was so unconquerable, so defiant that the people knew victory would be theirs 
and Adolphe Max would return. 

Burgomaster Max was held in captivity first at Namur and then at Glaztz where he managed 
to escape in November 1918. On his return to Brussels, as he stood on the steps of the 
Hotel de Ville, he was welcomed as a national hero by a triumphant cheering crowd, his 
name again ringing out once more “Max, Max, Max!!!”, but this time not in anger but joy. 
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Adolphe Max died of pneumonia at the age of 70 on the 6 November 1939. He had been 
the Burgomaster for a total of 30 years. His tomb can be found at Brussels Town Cemetery 
Evere in a fitting position, as would any national Hero, in the central main drive a little way 
from the gates to the cemetery entrance. If you find yourself at anytime near the cemetery 
why don’t you take a little walk to go and see his final resting place, just to remember a man 
who was not only a hero but also a man that helped shape Europe to what it is today? 
 
 
Among the 
monuments from 
Max’s time in 
office are parts of 
the Royal 
Museum of Fine 
Arts of Belgium 
and the Heysel 
exhibition park 
which was built 
for the exhibition 
of 1935. 
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This spring we welcome Janet Morley to the team as the new poppy appeal 
co-ordinator for the Brussels area.  Janet has previously worked in arts 
administration, and for the last ten years has been teaching the violin.   
Janet and Stuart have 4 children between the ages of 19 and 12, 3 cats 
and a dog. 
 
The Morley family moved to Brussels in August of last year, when Stuart 
took up his posting to the office of the UK Permanent Representation to the 
EU.   Their previous postings have included New Delhi, and Stuart also 
spent a year as MLO in Baghdad.  He was awarded the OBE in 2002 for 
his work supporting the military operation in Afghanistan.  It was this arm’s-
length view of recent conflicts that led Janet to volunteer her services to the 
RBL with a view to doing something worthwhile with her time in Belgium. 
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Janet Morley - Poppy Appeal Coordinator 
 

Original cartoon from the Daily Mirror  May 1940 
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 "Monthly Lunch at the Rustique 
  
The second Monday of the month has rapidly grown into a regular date for many 
members of the branch to meet together over lunch. Following on from the get-togethers 
at The Coach the change of venue and the inclusion of lunch is proving extremely 
popular. La Rustique, which is located opposite the cemetery at Evere, serves a varied 
menu at very reasonable prices. This locations permits parking and travel by bus and the 
staff have given us a warm welcome. Arrangements are kept to the minimum as lunches 
are ordered on arrival and you pay for what you eat.  
 The regular opportunity for members to meet and have a chat is planned to continue and 
the next lunch will be on Monday 12 April and this time we will start at 12.00. A large table 
has already been reserved at the back of the restaurant which means we have a certain 
amount of privacy. If you would like to join the group please give Colin or Brenda Puplett a 
call on 02 767 47 26 or Claire Whitfield on 02 726 1568 just to ensure we have reserved 
sufficient places." 
   
" Start of a new club for the older man and woman English speaking persons  
  
Wednesday 21 April was the start of a new club called "The Wednesday Club" which is 
held at the All Saints Episcopal Church, Chaussee de Charleroi, 1420, Braine L'Alleud. 
The club runs from 14:00 to 16:30 on the first and third Wednesdays of the month. 
Though the club is held in church premises it is a non secular organization. 
 The club organisers, who include Dr Lydia Jones, Maggie Inglis and Deborah 
Whittingham, indicated that the purpose of the club is to act as an activity centre for the 
older English speaking man and woman. Not only will it provide an environment within 
which members can enjoy each other's company, but also offer a range of interesting and 
stimulating activities.  
 Further information is available from info@the-wednesday-club.org <mailto:info@the-
wednesday-club..org> . Persons wishing to have further information about the activities 
should contact Deborah Whittingham vols@the-wednesday-club.org <mailto:vols@the-
wednesday-club.org> . Tel: 02 657 7117". 
   
Having a Chat 
  
There are not many of us who do not like chatting, but for some the opportunities are not 
so many as they would like. The monthly lunch meetings at the Rustique show clearly the 
attraction of coming together and talking around the table whilst enjoying a meal. But for 
some the idea of getting on public transport or driving oneself is a thing of the past. The 
mind is willing but the body is not like it used to be. You might be OK but you cannot leave 
your partner on their own. An alternative is to ask if the RBL can nominate a visitor to 
come and see you in your home.  
 You might know an RBL member who has dropped out of the social scene or you know is 
no longer mobile and might like an occasional visit. The answer could be just a telephone 
call away. So call Brenda or Colin Puplett on 02 767 47 26 and we will see what can be 
done. Alternatively if you are a member of the RBL who would be willing to visit on an 
occasional basis some of the RBL's elderly members please give us a call or drop us an 
e-mail at brenda.puplett@pandora.be <mailto:brenda.puplett@pandora.be> or 

colin.puplett@pandora.be <mailto:colin.puplett@pandora.be> . 
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            The Royal Naval Association 

            Belgium Branch 

  In association with the BRYC 

   

 
 

     Hot and cold buffet including wines, beers, soft drinks, coffee or tea 

 

 
 

Les froids 
Eventail de Serrano & Cœurs d’artichauts, vinaigrette au coriandre 

Saumon Mariné au Dille & son caviar 

Jambon à l’os 
Céleri Rave en Rémoulade 

Moules à la Galicienne 
Terrine de Poisson sur salade Maraîchère, sauce aux herbes fraîches 

Œufs farcis au thon 

Assortiment de Crudités & sauces 
 

Les chauds 
Blanquette de Veau à l’Ancienne 

Bouillabaisse de la Mer du Nord 
Pommes Grenaille au gros sel 

 

Les desserts 

Tarte aux fruits Rouges 

Gâteaux Forêt Noire 
Tarte au Citron 

 

Boissons  

1/4bt. vin blanc ou rouge + 1/2bt. eau plate ou pétillante par personne 

Café ou thé 
Cash bar available for those who wish to partake of an aperitif, champagne, digestif or other drinks 

 

Entertainment by the  

Rattlekings 
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VENUE: Bruxelles Royal Yacht Club (BRYC), Chaussée de Vilvorde 1 (near Pont Van Praet), B – 1020 Bruxelles-Laeken 

RIG: Evening Wear or Mess Kit for Gentlemen, Naval Officers and Ladies. 

PRICE: EUR 40.00 each, except widowed wives and widowed partners who are subscribing Associate Members, who should only pay 

EUR 20.00 each. 

PAYMENT: BY BANK TRANSFER ONLY,  PLEASE,  LATEST BY TUESDAY 15 June, to the RNA Belgium 
Branch current bank account  310-1689039-64 IBAN BE29 3101 6890 3964 BIC :  BBRUBEBB 

 
PLEASE BRING FAMILY, FRIENDS ALONG. TO LET ME KNOW WHETHER OR NOT YOU CAN COME, please call me 

on  02 639 26 00, or fax me on 02 639 26 01, or send an e-mail to amanda.ellis@cepiprint.com  Thank you so much for your loyal 

support,  

 Yours aye,     Amanda BORBOUSE-ELLIS, Branch Social Events Officer 
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A Dutch woman has spent 45 years caring for the grave of a 

hero British airman she never knew. Tiny Claessen 79, first 

noticed the neglected resting place of Flight Sergeant Henry 

Hiscox as she visited her own father’s grave nearby. She 

weeded it and cleaned the headstone out of respect for the 

fallen hero who dies in a Second World War bombing raid 

over Holland. Tiny then returned every week to leave 

flowers, plants and candles at the grave in her village of 

Beesel near the German border. Rear gunner Henry, 35, of 

Newport Gwent got trapped in his Lancaster after it crashed 

in a nearby field. For three days he blew his whistle for help 

but locals were too scared of German reprisals to rescue 

him. Farm workers found his body a week later and he was 

buried with a wooden cross and memorial later replaced. 

His parents visited the grave in 1949 but it was abandoned 

until Tiny found it in 1965. She has now received an official 

letter of thanks for her “years of devotion and dedication” 

from RAF Air Chief Marshal Stephen Dalton after he heard 

her story. Tiny said “My mother told me to care for my 

father’s grave when she was gone, then pointed at Henry’s 

and told me to do his too.” 
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Dutch woman tends RAF stranger’s grave 


