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Have You Seen the Poppy 

Man? 
Autumn is here once more and verybody is saying “have 

you seen the poppyman?” The star of the Royal British 

Legion poster campaign, is to “paint the town red” in 

order to raise awareness in the run up to Remembrance 

Sunday.  This time of year brings so many activities and 

events, please don‟t forget to make them a success, we 

need you all to come and share the moment with us.  

The Poppy Man is a representation of the support that we all supply via the Poppy 

Appeal to serving and ex-service people and there families. In our posters he is the 

absent father, a helping hand and a trusted friend to people who need it. So wear your 

poppy with pride. 

Several events are already planned for the coming months: Our Annual General 

Meeting, the RNA – RBL lunches, the Ambassador‟s reception at the Residence, the 

welcome Fair at Autoworld, the Remembrance Service followed by a lunch buffet and 

don‟t forget our meetings at the Coach public house. 

For more details see the calendar of the Coming Events or visit www.britishlegion.be 

and don‟t forget to let us know if you are joining us. It‟s always nice to see new faces at 

our events so don‟t be shy come along and join in the action. 

There is one more thing which I would like to ask: we need your help, there are so many 

veterans and friends who need just a little of your time. Some are just lonely and unable 

to walk, so find themselves housebound and longing for a cheery face to chat  to. They 

would appreciate a visit which would brighten their day. If you think you could spend a 

few hours a month, please let us know. 

http://www.britishlegion.be/
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Brigade Piron 

Remembrance Service 
On the 4

th
 September, the veterans of 

the Brigade Piron with many other 

friends and family were at their usual 

meeting place at Brigade Monument in 

Parc des Muses in Molenbeek-Saint-

Jean for the ceremony. This year the 

commemoration was a little more 

special. After so many years, plaques 

with the names of the soldiers who died 

during the campaigns of 1944 – 1946, 

were unveiled by the King‟s 

representative assisted by children 

representing the two main languages and communities of Belgium. 

The Local authorities were there too along with 

many school children. Dr R. Aron, the British 

Ambassador and representatives from Canada 

and Luxemburg also attended. Most of the 

veterans of the Brigade made a fantastic effort 

to take part in the whole celebration.  

 

 
 

After the wreaths were laid, children came and put a rose on each of the plaques. The 

Army fired of a salute which made the entire crowd jump and then the veterans did 

their ceremonial march past. Afterwards everyone enjoyed a fabulous lunch together. 
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We will remember them ! 

 

Since our last newsletter we were very sad to have lost 

three of our friends.  

 

Mrs Joan Shaw, Mr Félicien Bernard and Mrs 

Germaine Whitburn left us so quickly and so 

unexpectedly… 

 

We would like once again to tell their families and close 

relatives how much we share their sadness . 

 

Just remember that if we can help you, we’ll always 
be there. 

Sub’s  2008/2009 Reminder Now Due ! 

Dear Friends,  

May we now ask you to settle your membership annual subscriptions  for the new 

financial year 2008/2009 due as from the 1
st
 of October 2008. 

The membership fee remains at €20,00, payable to our RBL  Honorary Treasurer 

 Mr Paul Boorman, RBL Membership 2009, on the Bank  account n° 210-0155524-85 

We thank you for your support, as also those who benefit from it. 

It is thanks to you that our Brussels Branch has become more active in helping others. 

N.B. If you know of a member who is ill or in need  or a recent deceased member, please contact  

either the Membership secretary or the Honorary Secretary. 

* 

 

Chers Amis, 

Nous vous invitons à régler votre cotisation RBL pour l‟année financière 2008/2009 

Qui est due depuis le 1
ier

 octobre 2008. 

La cotisation est maintenue à 20,00 €uros et payable à notre Trésorier Mr Paul Boorman au n° 

de compte bancaire 210-0155524-85. Membership 2009. 

Nous vous remercions pour votre soutien, comme aussi ceux qui en bénéficient. 

C‟est grâce à vous que notre Branche accroît son aide à ceux dans le besoin. 

N.B.  Si vous connaissez un membre qui est malade ou dans le besoin ou qui est  

récemment décédé, veuillez contacter le  „Membership Secretary‟  ou la Secrétaire- 

Générale.  

                                                                                     Michael Rose 

                                                                               Membership Secretary 
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The Poppy 
 

« History is littered with the wars which everybody knew would never happen » 

- Enoch Powell, speech, October 19, 1967. 

Among the many annual, biennial and perennial Papaveraceae known unto us today, the 
pulchritudinous little poppies, whose petals may be 
white, red, mauve or purple, have a proclivity to cast a 
blanket of floral beauty, throughout our rock gardens 
and herbaceous borders. 

Poppy flowers generally have four broad, 
overlapping petals, which taper towards the base to 
form a characteristic cup or bowl shape. Among the 
genus are the short-lived Alpine poppy (Papaver 
alpinum); the hardy Tulip poppy (Papaver glaucum); a 
half-hardy annual known as the Icelandic poppy 
(Papaver nudicaule); and the variegated scarlet 
Oriental poppy (Papaver orientale). One should also 
include (Eschscholtzia californica) – the state flower of 
California; and then on a more sombre note, there is 
(Papaver somniferum), the Opium poppy, which is 
unique in it’s profound and far-reaching effects on 
humankind, both good and evil. It can offer freedom 
from pain, yet in misure, will enslave and over a period 
of addiction, will destroy. 

But our main focus here, is a flower that you may have seen growing in your neighbour’s 
garden – the Field or Corn, poppy (Papaver rhoeas). A hardy species with upright slender 
stems, also seen quite often, in the wild. These poppies are red with a black centre, and the 
leaves are pale green and deeply lobed. This is the flower that so impressed Canadian 
Medical Officer Colonel John McCrae, who moved by the carnage of trench warfare during 
the Great War, wrote what is perhaps that war’s best known poem, “In Flanders Fields”. 

The First World War caused widespread devastation to areas in Northern France and 
Belgium. The battlefields were reduced to a quagmire of water filled shell holes fouled with 
the decay od dead horses and thousands of human corpses; the debris of war littered the 
landscape. Yet every year, that brave little poppy flowered, bringing promise and 
reassurance to those gallant fighting men who had to withstand such deplorable conditions. 

In 1918, American War Secretary, Moina Michael, inspired by John McCrae’s poem, sold 
poppies to raise money for returning ex-Servicemen who found themselves in need of help 
and comfort. Thus began a tradition which continues to this day. 

The Royal British Legion, founded in 1921, provides financial and social support to many 
who have served or are currently serving in the Armed Forces. The poppy has become a 
symbol of reflection and hope, and each year, the Legion’s Poppy Appeal raises money to 
continuously improve the welfare and support of these veterans and their dependents of all 
ages. 

Here in Belgium, the Royal British Legion’s Poppy Appeal also remembers those who 
gave their lives during the two World Wars, and those who continue to fight for freedom today 
in trouble spots round the world. The Belgian people generously express their support each 
year for the Legion’s work, throught the purchase of poppies, and donations to the Poppy 
Appeal. The money so collected stays in Belgium to help widows, disabled veterans and 
other ex-service people who have chosen to remain living in Belgium. 
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“ In Flanders’fields the poppies blow 

Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place: and in the sky 

The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

 

We are the dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 

Loved and were loved, and now we lie 

In Flanders’ fields. 

 

Take up our quarrel with the foe; 

To you from failing hands we throw 

The torch; be yours to hold it high, 

If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

In Flanders’fields.” 

 

Don’t forget your poppy ! 

 

 

Michael R. Brown 

Poppy Appeal Coordinator 
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Future Events for 2008  
 

October 
Tuesday 7th at 19.45hrs The Redcoats have Mr H. Shaw, Normandy Veteran, 

giving a conference about his war time.. 

Monday 13th at 14.30 hrs RBL social meeting at the Coach 

Saturday 18th RNA Trafalgar Lunch at 12.30hrs at “ Le Manoir du Lac” in La 

Hulpe. Please contact Amanda Ellis ( see below) 

Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th Welcome Fair at the Autoworld Museum on 

the first floor from 11.00 hrs till 18hrs … We are looking for volunteers to help 

us there to promote the RBL and the Poppy Appeal. Please contact Mr 

Michael Brown ( see personal info on the committee page included) 

Monday 20th at 14.00hrs RBL AGM at the Embassy  

Poppy Appeal from the 15th October till 11th November Please 
contact Michael Brown if you would like to join us and help …  

November  
Thursday 6th  Ambassador’s reception at 19.30hrs at the Residence rue 

Ducale,17 Please contact Myriam Wraith before the 25th October if you would 

like to attend. 

Sunday 9th RBL Remembrance Service from 11.00hrs till 12.00hrs  followed 

by Lunch at Holy Trinity Church The catering will be assumed by another 

company … Lunch to be paid before the Wednesday 5th on the RBL account 

210-0155524-85 mentioning your name and Remembrance lunch. 

Monday 10th at 14.30 hrs RBL social meeting at the Coach This meeting is 

cancelled 

Special Ceremony for the 90th Anniversary for the end of WWI at the Central 

Station in Brussels organised by Mr Schellekens (with RAFA, RNA and 

Belgian Veterans) date etc to be confirmed 

December  
Monday 8th at 14.30 hrs RBL social meeting at the Coach 

Saturday 20th RNA Christmas Lunch at 12.30hrs at the BRYC 

 

 

For the RNA events contact Amanda Ellis 02/639 26 00 or amanda.ellis@ceciprint.com 

For the Redcoats : meeting is bd De Smet De Naeyer 145, 1090 Brussels at 19.45 hrs 
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The Legion 2007 COMMITTEE 
 

 

President 
Brigadier A. Fisher 

 

 

 

 
Chairman 

Ed Read Cutting 
 

 

 
Hon.Secretary 
Myriam Wraith 

 

 

 

 
Hon. Treasurer 

Paul Boorman 
 

 

 

Membership Secretary 
Michael Rose 

 

 

Standard Bearer 
Eric Johnson 

 

Welfare Chairman 
Colin Puplett 

 

 

 

 
Welfare Secretary 

Brenda Puplett 
 

 

 

 

Poppy Appeal Coordinator 

Michael Brown 
 

 

 
Events coordinator 

Greg Ruthven 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends of the Fallen 
Pierre Campion 

 

 

 

 


