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REMEMBERING ALL THOSE WHO SERVED AND SACRIFICED DURING WWII 

 

 

BRANCHES AND MEMBERS MARKING VJ 
DAY 75  

Branches in the UK and abroad commemorated 
the 75th anniversary of VJ Day with digital or 
physical commemorations, following the 
relevant guidelines. From video tributes to 
laying wreaths at local memorials, here are 
some photos of how Members marked this 
historic anniversary, remembering the WWII 
generation. 

 

 

VJ DAY 75 - REMEMBERING THE 
FORGOTTEN ARMY 

The war in the Far East was the longest 
campaign fought by the British and 
Commonwealth armies in WWII. Many of the 
men and women who fought in the Far East 
consider themselves forgotten, compared to 
those who fought in Europe. Share your story or 
message of thanks on our interactive map and 
help us ensure their contribution is not forgotten. 

 

View the PDF version 

View the photos >  Find out more > 
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JOINING THE NAVY AND BECOMING A 
SUBMARINER  

Michael Tibbs, 98, joined the Royal Navy at the 
age of 18, following in the footsteps of his father 
who was a Naval Chaplain and became a 
submariner, assigned to HMS Tantalus. Michael 
was deployed to the Far East in January 1944. 
The conditions whilst on patrol were tough and 
the submarine crew faced the constant threat of 
enemy attack by depth charges. When the 
Japanese finally surrendered on 15 August 
1945 Michael had returned home after 18 
months service.   

 

   

 

SISTERS SERVING AS CODEBREAKERS 
WHILE THEIR FATHER WAS CAPTURED 

Sisters Pat Davies & Jean Argles served in 
WWII as codebreakers. Pat was a Special 
Duties Y Service Linguist Interceptor, fluent in 
German, while Jean became a Code & Cipher 
Officer in the First Aid Nursing Yeomanry for the 
Special Operations Executive (S.O.E). Their 
father who was serving with the Royal Artillery, 
had been captured and was being held in a 
prisoner of war camp in Thailand. When the war 
ended, the sisters were looking forward to 
seeing their father again. 

 

    

 

VETERANS SHARING THEIR STORIES OF 

 

      

COMMONWEALTH SOLDIERS FIGHTING 

Read Michael's story > Read Pat and Jean's story > 
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VE AND VJ DAY  

To mark the 75th anniversaries of VE and VJ 
Day and the end of WWII, we have created a 
series of films of British and Commonwealth 
veterans telling their stories of their war, and 
their lives after it. Watch VJ Day veterans like 
Darbara Singh Bhullar share his experience of 
fighting across Burma with the Fourteenth Army 
and George Reynolds who was captured with 
the fall of Singapore where he worked in a zinc 
mine in Taiwan until VJ Day. 

 

   

ALONGSIDE BRITISH FORCES 

Joseph Hammond, 95, was at school in Ghana 
when the Second World War broke out and he 
joined the Army as a driver mechanic. In 
November 1943 Joseph was drafted to go to the 
war. During the intense fighting Joseph got 
injured and was sent to a hospital where he 
stayed until the end of the war due to his illness. 
Joseph was one of over 600,000 soldiers from 
Africa who served alongside British forces 
during the war. 

 

    

 

  

LIMITED EDITION SECOND WORLD WAR 
ARMED FORCES PIN 

The Second World War Armed Forces Pin is 
crafted from three reclaimed original historic 
metals used by the Army, Royal Navy and 
Royal Air Force during WWII. Each pin comes 
with a commemorative certificate dedicated to a 
brave soldier who served and sacrificed during 
WWII. Don’t forget to use the code MEMBER15 
to get 15% off, when buying Poppy Shop 
products. 

 

    

  

 Watch the videos >  Read Joseph's story > 

 Visit the Poppy Shop > 
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ALAN SAUNDERS AND DAVID JONES, TWO 
VETERANS REMEMBER THEIR SERVICE 

Alan Saunders and David Jones both joined the 
Army as junior leaders 27 years apart and they 
both served in Northern Ireland. During his 
career with the R.E.M.E. Corps Alan spent time 
overseas in Aden, Kenya and Germany before 
joining the Queen's Bodyguard of the Yeoman 
of the Guard while David served with the Irish 
Guards before later joining the RAF and seeing 
action in Afghanistan.    

 

   

NEW TEACHING REMEMBRANCE 
RESOURCES 

The Royal British Legion as the national 
champion of Remembrance is working to 
ensure that Remembrance is understood and 
passed on to future generations. Co-created 
with the National Literacy Trust, our range of 
curriculum-linked educational resources for use 
in school and at home, include lessons and arts 
projects that will help teachers, parents and 
families bring Remembrance to life. 

 

    

 

IMPROVING MEMBERSHIP TRAINING 
BASED ON YOUR FEEDBACK 

After reviewing our Membership training 
offering, we are now developing a more flexible 
system that will include e-learning as well as a 
library of manuals, and will launch in April 2021. 
We also aim to provide the wider Membership 
with opportunities to learn about subjects which 
may benefit the running of your formation such 
as social media and general IT skills. 

 

   

 

LET’S TELL THE LEGION’S STORY OVER 
THE LAST 100 YEARS 

Add your memories and unique Branch history 
to the human story of the Legion over the past 
100 years. To find out how you can home-
record a personal testimony or to collate and 
digitise your findings, view our exclusive 
webinar series with Legion Consultant, Dan Hill 
or visit our dedicated website and submit your 
findings by 30 September. 

 

    

Did you know that... 

Read the stories > Find out more > 

Find out more > Find out more > 
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Branches massively increased their impact 
during the pandemic. According to Branch 
Community Support reports, between April 
and June Branch Members made 19,199 
telephone buddy calls, which is a 455% 
increase compared to the previous quarter 
while 7,271 people who needed support were 
contacted by Branches, a 338% increase.  

   

 

According to a briefing paper published in July 
2020, all branches of the UK Armed Forces 
were below the 2015 SDSR target for 2020. The 
full-time trained strength of the UK Armed 
Forces was 132,451 which is a shortfall of 
11,749 (8%). This paper provides a summary of 
UK Armed Forces trained strength, Regular 
Forces diversity, Reservists and more. 

       

 

      

TAKE PART IN OUR PEDAL TO PARIS RIDE 
FROM 2-6 SEPTEMBER 2021 AND SUPPORT 
THE ARMED FORCES COMMUNITY 

During this 4 day professional ride experience 
you’ll enjoy the full support of our team from ride 
captains, motorbike outriders and sports 
physios before arriving at the Arc De Triomphe 
in a Tour De France style finish. Our 
experienced team will take care of all the details 
and will help you with training guides, 
fundraising ideas and virtual ride meet ups. 

 

JOIN US FOR PEDAL TO YPRES FROM 24-
26 JULY 2021 AND HELP RAISE FUNDS FOR 
THE LEGION 

You’ll start your 3 day trip from Dover and finish 
at the Menin Gate in Ypres, accompanied by a 
historian who adds stories of bravery and 
sacrifice as you visit battlefields, cemeteries and 
memorials along the way. You’ll enjoy the 
camaraderie of a small group while cycling 
through the stunning countryside with our expert 
team looking after you. Limited places available. 
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Going back in time 

From The Royal British Legion Magazine February, 1965 
  

 

 

The cover of the Legion Magazine from February 1965 featuring Sir Winston Churchill, life Member 
of the British Legion. 

 

    

Find out more and sign up > Find out more and sign up > 
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This month's poll 

How did you commemorate VJ Day 75? 

 

1. I attended a local commemoration 

2. I watched the BBC's coverage of the Legion’s event at the 
NMA 

3. I took part in/watched a virtual commemoration 

4. I performed a personal act of Remembrance 

5. I participated in another community or Branch activity 

6. I didn't take part in any activities or didn't attend any 
commemorations 

7. Other  
  

 

  

 

 

 

    

Last month's poll 

Do you think military service and life have changed over the years? 

489 Participants 

 

1. Yes, there have been many changes - 51.94% 

2. Yes, there have been changes but the principles remain 
the same - 41.72% 

3. No, not much has changed - 1.02% 

4. I don't have an opinion/ I am not sure - 0.82% 

5. Other - 4.50% 
  

 

  

 

    

ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO JOIN 
 

Our members play a vital role in ensuring  that The Royal British Legion can continue to 
provide support to the Armed Forces community as well as upholding the importance of 

Remembrance. Share this email with others you think might be interested in Legion 
membership. 

 

   

 

If you have any questions about the e-newsletter, please don’t hesitate to contact me. If you have 

Take part in the poll > 

 Join now! 
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questions about your membership card or want to change your home or email address please 
contact our Membership Services team MembershipServices@britishlegion.org.uk 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Dimitra Nikolakopoulou 
Membership Communications Officer 
membershipcomms@britishlegion.org.uk 

    

 
    FOLLOW THE LEGION 

  

 
    

 

   

 

 

 

   

QUICK LINKS 

Membership  

Get support  

Poppy Shop  

     

CONTACT US 

The Royal British Legion, 199 Borough High St 
London SE1 1AA. 

 
 

membershipcomms@britishlegion.org.uk 
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