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MEMBERS SHARING THEIR SERVICE EXPERIENCES 

 

 

TWO WOMEN WHO SERVED IN THE RAF 13 
YEARS APART REMEMBER THEIR SERVICE 

Carol Berger joined the WRAF in 1963 and 
Kathleen Endruweit joined in 1976. They both 
shared their memories from their service, what 
they were doing when off duty, as well as what 
they are most proud of while serving. Read their 
stories to find out about the similarities and 
differences between their experiences.  

 

 

AN ARMY VETERAN AND A SERVING ARMY 
MAJOR SHARE THEIR EXPERIENCES  

John Boulter came from Rhodesia and joined 
the army in 1959 while Austin Hind joined in 
1989 and is still serving as an Army Major. 
Despite joining 30 years apart they’ve both 
spent time in deployment in Germany and have 
enjoyed playing sports. Read their stories to see 
the different perspectives. 
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A RETIRED ROYAL MARINE AND A ROYAL 
NAVY VETERAN LOOK BACK ON THEIR 
MILITARY SERVICE AND LIFE 

Tony Alvarez joined the Royal Marines in 1964 
and left in 1974 while Andrew Sartin joined the 
Royal Navy a year later in 1975. They shared 
their recollections from their first days in the 
military, their training and their service while on 
deployment, including when being shot at. Read 
the stories to find out more about their unique 
experiences. 

 

   

 

      

HOW 27-YEAR-OLD GRACE KEEPS IN 
TOUCH WITH 99-YEAR-OLD ETHEL DURING 
THE PANDEMIC  

Since the beginning of the lockdown Legion 
Branches across the country and abroad have 
been checking in with vulnerable members via 
the telephone buddy service. Grace, a member 
of the Aldridge Branch who is currently training 
as a mental health nurse, has struck up a 
friendship with former nurse Ethel, who began 
her career during the Second World War.  

 

    

 

WATCH THE BBC BROADCAST OF THE 
LEGION'S VJ DAY 75 EVENT AT THE NMA 

Working with the MOD and the BBC, the Legion 
will commemorate VJ Day 75 with an act of 
Remembrance at the National Memorial 
Arboretum. Join us on 15 August at 11am for 

 

TELLING OUR STORY IN PREPARATION 
FOR OUR CENTENARY 

As we approach our Centenary year, we’re 
inviting you to delve into the history of your 
Branch and help us share interesting stories to 
bring colour to the history of the Legion across 
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the 2 minute silence by watching the BBC One 
broadcast (9.30-11.30am) or attend local 
commemorations while following the 
government’s guidance. We will also be sharing 
the stories of veterans who remember the 
historic day on our social media prior to VJ Day. 

 

   

its 100 years. Through printed materials, letters, 
Legion records, photos, and more we can tell 
the human story of the Legion over the past 
century. Visit our dedicated page to find useful 
resources about how you can collate and 
digitise items and submit your findings. 

 

    

 

      

REMEMBERING THE FORGOTTEN WAR 70 
YEARS ON  

With the 70th anniversary of the beginning of 
the Korean War taking place last month, we’re 
sharing the story of a Korean War veteran, Bill, 
who took part in the Battle of Imjin River– one of 
the bloodiest battles fought by the British Army 
since the Second World War. Bill and his 
battalion defended Hill 235 but eventually he 
was captured by the Chinese. It wasn’t until July 
1953, that Bill and other POWs were free and 
able to return home. 

 

   

 

COUNT THEM IN CAMPAIGN SUCCESS 
AFTER 4 YEARS OF CAMPAIGNING 

We’re delighted that government announced 
that the 2021 Census will include a question on 
whether someone has served. Currently, there’s 
very limited information about where members 
of the Armed Forces community are and what 
their needs might be. This historic change will 
provide charities, local authorities and the NHS 
with considerable insight allowing them to 
deliver the best services possible for the Armed 
Forces community. 

 

   
 

Did you know that... 
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John Turley, Chairman of the Knightwick, 
Broadwas & Cotheridge Branch found a 
unique way to mark VJ Day 75 by running or 
walking every day, aiming to complete 750km 
by 15 August in support of the Gurkha Welfare 
Trust. John is planning to lay a wreath at the 
Gurkha War Memorial in London on 15 August.  

   

 

A new Remembrance Glade will be opening at 
the National Memorial Arboretum this autumn, 
inviting you to re-imagine Remembrance 
through the natural world. We are developing a 
range of educational resources for KS 1-4 and 
community engagement packs to inspire 
communities in their Remembrance activities. 

       

 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE IS GOING DIGITAL 
THIS YEAR  

Annual Conference will be held digitally on 
Saturday 19 September 2020. The online format 
will enable delegates and visitors from around 
the world to attend from the comfort of their 
home by watching the live streamed Annual 
Conference, with delegates being able to vote 
and influence the Legion’s policies without 
having to travel. Delegates can register via 
Office 365 and visitors can register using the 
form on our website, by Friday 7 August 2020. 

 

RECOGNISING MEMBERS’ ACHIEVEMENTS 
DURING THE PANDEMIC 

We’re pleasantly overwhelmed with stories of 
Members, supporters and volunteers going the 
extra mile to help people in your communities 
including assisting those in need, collaborating 
with local groups and organising digital 
activities. To recognise your outstanding 
contribution, we’re introducing the Covid-19 
Community Response Award scheme. Find out 
how you can nominate an individual or group 
and submit your nomination by 17 August.  
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JOIN THE M&S SPARKS REWARD SCHEME 
AND SUPPORT THE LEGION WHILE 
SHOPPING 

Since 2015, M&S has raised over £600k for the 
Legion through their M&S Sparks reward 
scheme. M&S will donate to a Sparks member's 
chosen charity, every time they shop. The M&S 
Sparks reward scheme has now re-launched 
with exciting new benefits and instant rewards, 
and you can support us by signing up to Sparks 
and nominating the Legion as your Sparks 
charity, with all donations going to our Admiral 
Nurses service. 

 

   

 

PARTNERING WITH VERTEX WATCHES, 
ONE OF THE TWELVE LEADING 
WWII WATCHMAKERS 

Vertex were founded over a century ago and 
during WWII they were one of the 12 
watchmakers, known as the ‘Dirty Dozen’, who 
were selected by the British Military to supply 
the army with a new watch built to an exacting 
bespoke design. If you own one of the original 
WWII Vertex watches, or have inherited the 
watch from a loved one, and would be happy to 
share your story, please email us at 
Corporatepartnerships@britishlegion.org.uk 

 

    

Going back in time 

From The Royal British Legion Magazine March, 1930 
  

 

 

Pensioners in their picturesque uniform marching past Field-Marshal Sir G.Milne. In the background 
can be seen part of the historic building of Chelsea Hospital. 
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This month's poll 

Do you think military service and life have changed over the 

years? 

 

1. Yes, there have been many changes 

2. Yes, there have been changes but the principles remain the 
same 

3. No, not much has changed 

4. I don't have an opinion/ I am not sure 

5. Other 
  

 

  

 

 

 

    

Last month's poll 

What do you enjoy most about volunteering for the Legion as a member? 

159 Participants 

 

 

Take part in the poll > 
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1. Helping members of the Armed Forces community - 
45.91% 

2. Raising funds and awareness of the Legion's work - 
44.03% 

3. Representing the Legion locally, including in 

commemorative events - 41.51% 

4. Meeting other like-minded people and being part of the 
team - 40.88% 

5. Learning new things and developing my skills - 11.95% 

6. I am not volunteering at the moment - 24.53% 

7. Other - 8.18% 
  

 

  

 

    

ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO JOIN 
 

Our members play a vital role in ensuring  that The Royal British Legion can continue to 
provide support to the Armed Forces community as well as upholding the importance of 

Remembrance. Share this email with others you think might be interested in Legion 
membership. 

 

   

 

If you have any questions about the e-newsletter, please don’t hesitate to contact me. If you have 
questions about your membership card or want to change your home or email address please 
contact our Membership Services team MembershipServices@britishlegion.org.uk 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Dimitra Nikolakopoulou 
Membership Communications Officer 
membershipcomms@britishlegion.org.uk 

 

VJ Day 75 photo: © Crown Copyright. IWM. 
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QUICK LINKS 

Membership  

Get support  

Poppy Shop  

     

CONTACT US 

The Royal British Legion, 199 Borough High St 
London SE1 1AA. 

 
 

membershipcomms@britishlegion.org.uk 
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