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Spring is back again. The promise-filled season has returned 
with its invitation to celebrate nature and enjoy the “perfect 
days” ahead: 

Today 

If ever there were a spring day so perfect, 
so uplifted by a warm intermittent breeze 

that it made you want to throw 
open all the windows in the house 

and unlatch the door to the canary's cage, 
indeed, rip the little door from its jamb, 

a day when the cool brick paths 
and the garden bursting with peonies 

seemed so etched in sunlight 
that you felt like taking 

a hammer to the glass paperweight 
on the living room end table, 

releasing the inhabitants 
from their snow-covered cottage 

so they could walk out, 
holding hands and squinting 

into this larger dome of blue and white, 
well, today is just that kind of day. 

Billy Collins, American poet, b. 1941. 

Though 1918 would finally go down in history as the Year of 
Victory for the Allies there was, in the spring of that year, very 
little reason for optimism. With Russia out of the war after the 
1917 Bolshevik revolution, the Germans launched its Spring 
Offensive in March 1918.  

Around 10,000 guns fired over a million shells in five hours 
against the British Third and Fifth Armies. Heavily armed 
German storm troopers infiltrated weak-points in the line, by-
passed pockets of resistance and broke through the British 
trench system, leaving subsequent waves of troops to „mop up‟ 
any enemies to their rear. By the evening of 23rd  March, the 
Germans had advanced up to19 km in some sectors. 
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The Germans however were too exhausted to sustain the offensive and struggled to move 
men, supplies and guns across the shattered landscape of the Western Front. 

But, in the first few days, panic spread along some sections of the Allied front, and for a 
time then it looked as though the Germans might actually have won the war. 

In this issue we also consider the situation of the Press in occupied Belgium during WW2. 
Despite the system of press censorship imposed by the German occupier, circulation 
figures remained high. The first clandestine papers appeared as early as the summer of 
1940.Tens of thousands of collaborators were involved in the writing, printing and 
distributing of the papers; as many as 1,650 were arrested and lost their lives as a result 
of their illegal activity. The most spectacular single press-related action by far was the 
successful publishing and distributing, on 9 November 1943, of the Faux Soir - a spoof 
issue of Le Soir by the Belgian resistance organisation Front de l’Indépendance.  

Fleure Empringham tells us about her late husband Arthur‟s war years. Ann Morley 
reports on her visit to RBL Ilkeston Branch, Derbyshire, and Colin Puplett reports on the 
Afternoon Tea held in March. 

And we are all delighted to welcome Commodore Darren Bone, our new Brussels branch 
Chairman. 

Michael Whitburn, Newsletter coordinator 

WW1: ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO THIS MONTH 

SPRING OFFENSIVE 1918 

Although the Germans were in no way implicated in the February revolution in 1917 that 
eventually toppled the Russian tsarist regime, German hopes were raised that Russia 
would soon withdraw from the war. These hopes were soon dashed, as the new, 
provisional liberal government in Russia decided to continue to fight against Germany and 
the Central Powers. 

Towards the end of March, however, the German foreign office and the High Command 
agreed to send one of the exiled Bolshevik leaders, Vladimir Lenin, plus 31 other émigrés 
opposed both to the tsarists and the liberals, back to Russia from Switzerland. 

 

1927 movie "October". Seizing of the Winter Palace in Petrograd by bolshevik Baltic Sailors 
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This was in the hope that they would topple the Provisional Government and sue to bring an 
end to Russia's involvement in the war. A sealed train passed through Germany during the 
night of 10 to 11 April, with the conspirators hidden on board, and within a few months the 
policy appeared to be crowned with spectacular success. 

Widespread war weariness among the general population of Russia was the major cause of 
the October Revolution of that year; this brought the Bolsheviks to power, and almost the 
first act of the new government was to publish its peace proposals on 8 November. The 
fighting on the Eastern Front ended within a few weeks, and a peace conference began its 
deliberations at Brest Litovsk on 22 December 1917. 

The negotiations were lengthy and fractious and it was not until 3 March 1918 that the 
instruments were finally signed. Russia lost control of the Baltic States, Poland, Finland, the 
East Anatolian provinces, and the districts of Erdehan, Kars and Batum. 

Ukraine became a theoretically independent state under German military occupation. Russia 
lost about one million square kilometers, and 50 million inhabitants, in a treaty negotiated 
on the theoretical basis of a peace without annexations and reparations. 

At first it seemed that Germany had won a significant victory. Russia was out of the war and 
the High Command had realised its annexationist ambitions in the east. But the treaty also 
caused a number of serious problems. 

The lengthy deliberations seriously disrupted planning for the German spring offensive that 
was to begin on 21 March 1918. Over one million men were still in the east to enforce the 
treaty and to occupy the Ukraine. These forces were badly needed on the Western Front, 
and the disruption of agriculture due to war and civil war meant that they were able to 
extract precious little in the way of additional foodstuffs from the former Russian Empire to 
overcome the shortages at home. 

Most serious of all, although very few of the German and allied troops were attracted to 
Communism, the Bolshevik appeal for an end to the war met with a powerful resonance and 
was the direct cause of a wave of strikes beginning in Vienna in January 1918 and spreading 
to Germany.  

 

German A7V tank at Roye on March 21, 1918 
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Despite these problems, and although a number of senior commanders were exceedingly 
sceptical about the chances of success, German expectations were high that the spring 
offensive across the old Somme battlefields in March would end the war, with Germany 
victorious.  

The German Army made astonishing advances in the first few days of the offensive, advancing 
up to 60 kilometres (38 miles) and destroying the British Fifth Army. But the campaign soon 
became bogged down and degenerated into a series of limited attacks with no clear 
operational goal. 

 

Soldiers of the 17th (Northern) Division gather at Henencourt after their  

evacuation of Hermies during the German Spring Offensive.   

NAM. 2007-03-7-85, National Army Museum, London 

The French counter-attacked in July, the British in August, and it was now clear that the 
Central Powers could not possibly win the war. Germany had lost the initiative, Austria-
Hungary was on the verge of collapse and there was a chronic shortage of manpower. 

Source : http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/war_end_01.shtml 

Photos : https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Stormningen_av_vinterpalatset.jpg 
             https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e9/Bundesarchiv_Bild_183- 
             P1013316%2C_Westfront%2C_deutscher_Panzer_in_Roye.jpg 
             https://collection.nam.ac.uk/detail.php?acc=2007-03-7-85 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/war_end_01.shtml
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Stormningen_av_vinterpalatset.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e9/Bundesarchiv_Bild_183-%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20P1013316%2C_Westfront%2C_deutscher_Panzer_in_Roye.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e9/Bundesarchiv_Bild_183-%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20P1013316%2C_Westfront%2C_deutscher_Panzer_in_Roye.jpg
https://collection.nam.ac.uk/detail.php?acc=2007-03-7-85
https://www.nam.ac.uk/online-collection/images/960/134000-134999/134515.jpg
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THE BELGIAN PRESS IN WW2 

The German occupation of Belgium put an end to freedom of the press and introduced a 
system of press censorship. 

The military government centralised news gathering, established a monopoly on the 
distribution channels, and forced journalists and photographers to become members of 
official German-controlled professional associations. Censorship was enforced by the 
Propaganda-Abteilung, a department of the military government, the German embassy in 
Brussels, the Wehrmacht and the Sicherheitsdienst. 

Even so, 35 titles were published between the beginning and the end of the war: 
collaborationist papers like Volk and Staat (People and State), a Flemish daily newspaper 
linked to the Fascist Vlaams Nationaal Verbond  (VNV) party and Le Pays Réel (The Real 
Country), a Catholic-Fascist newspaper published by the Rexist Movement  alongside more 
“independent” papers like De Dag or Le Courrier de l’Escaut. 

Circulation figures however remained high despite the censorship, with Le Soir and Het 
Laatste Nieuws printing over 200,000 copies daily. Newspapers of course provided much 
needed information about food rationing as well as a little entertainment in those times of 
hardship. Domestic and foreign news coverage, on the other hand, because it was strictly 
censored, was much less popular. 

 
The first clandestine papers appeared as early as the summer of 1940. The aim was to lift 
public morale and counterbalance German propaganda.  

Altogether 675 clandestine publications are known to have been distributed. Tens of 
thousands of collaborators were involved in the writing, printing and distributing of the 
papers; 1,650 were arrested and lost their lives as a result of their illegal activity. 

Clandestine papers generally appeared only once a month and usually consisted of no more 
than a few pages. They were rarely printed, which did not allow for a large circulation 
(100-1000 copies). Also, there were frequent arrests, which of course seriously disrupted 
the production and distribution of the papers. As a result, no more than twenty titles 
remained in circulation throughout the period of occupation. Though seldom available to 
the majority of the population, clandestine papers proved a powerful means of 
communication between groups of resistance fighters. 

At the beginning of the war, clandestine papers were often published at the initiative of 
members of the French-speaking bourgeoisie. Many of these papers disappeared, though 
some, like the Churchill-Gazette (Liège) and La Libre Belgique Peter Pan (Brussels), 
continued to be published independently, while others became the mouthpiece of (often 
right-wing) political parties. 

From 1941 onwards, socialist dissidents began to publish clandestine papers with fairly 
large circulation figures , in particular Le Peuple in Brussels. 

After the German invasion of the Soviet Union in June 1941, the PCB (Belgian Communist 
Party) set up the Independent Front in the autumn of 1941 whose aim was to unite civilian 
resistance. From then on, the clandestine press became a major propaganda instrument in 
the struggle against the enemy. 

Ninety-seven clandestine papers were published by the PCB under the banner of De Rode 
Vaan-Le Drapeau rouge (The Red Flag) and 248 under the banner of the Independence 
Front.  
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Photo of the clandestine printing works of La Libre Belgique, Liège, 1944 
 
Not surprisingly, there were great differences between Brussels, Flanders and Wallonia. 
The vast majority of the publications were in French and only 25% of the papers were 
published in Flanders. 

On average, the clandestine press appears to have been the work of an educated urban 
middle class, mostly removed from the circles of power before the war. With regard to 
content, there were two categories of papers. Those that voiced the views of the PCB and 
were in favour of direct and radical action, and those that were generally more in favour of 
less violent forms of resistance (assisting illegal persons, gathering intelligence) and trusted 
post-war judicial system to punish the collaborators.  

Sources: https://warpress.cegesoma.be/en/node/8 
             https://warpress.cegesoma.be/en/node/13 

THE FASCINATING STORY OF THE “FAUX SOIR” 

By far the most spectacular single press-related action carried out under German 
occupation in Belgium was the successful publishing and distributing, on 9 November 1943, 
of the Faux Soir - a spoof issue of Le Soir by the Belgian resistance organisation Front de 
l’Indépendance (FI).  Using the weapons of humour and derision, the Faux Soir operation, 
besides being an act of resistance, was seen as a demonstration of zwanze - that typical 
brand of Brussels humour. 

The Belgian newspaper Le Soir had ceased to appear on 18th May 1940, a few days after 
the German invasion of Belgium and had been re-launched by collaborationist journalists 
with the approval of the German occupier. Despite its pro-German bias, which gave rise to 
the nickname of Soir volé (stolen Soir), the paper maintained a comfortable circulation of 
300,000 (compared with well under 100,000 today). 

Originally, the idea was to publish and distribute a fake issue of Le Soir on 11th November 
to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the German defeat in WW1, but the date was finally 
brought forward by two days. 

 

 

https://warpress.cegesoma.be/en/node/8
https://warpress.cegesoma.be/en/node/13


 

THE WIPERS TIMES April 2018 

 

 

Page 7 
  

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Faux_Soir 

Even though it had been decided to limit circulation to 100 copies per newsagent or kiosk, 
distributing the paper to an estimated 500 kiosks would require a print run of 50,000 copies. 

Added to the difficulty of printing a fake newspaper, which involved getting hold of large-
format paper and using closely watched printing machinery, the paper would have to be 
distributed under the very nose of the occupier and the normal distribution channels of the 
real Soir would have to be short-circuited. 

Through a member of the Front de l‟Indépendance who worked for Le Soir, the resistance 
gained access to a printing template with the paper's title letterhead and to a list of 
newsagents directly served by the newspaper with the time of day and size of each delivery. 

A printer, who was also a resistance sympathiser, put his presses at the disposal of the Front 
and provided the paper and the use of his workshops and typesetters. 
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The trickiest part of the operation was distribution. One of the reasons Le Soir had been 
chosen was the fact that the paper was distributed in the afternoon, around 4 pm. Most 
employees and workmen would have left work by then and would be lining up outside the 
kiosks when the Le Soir was delivered. To allow all Faux Soir copies to be sold, various 
plans were made for delaying the distribution of the real Soir. The British were asked to fly 
over Brussels on the afternoon of November 9th, which would trigger an air raid warning 
and so delay the printing of the real Soir. This would have the additional advantage of 
emphasising the support the Front received from the British. The British however did not 
respond. This led to a plan for sabotaging Le Soir's delivery vans. 

By 27th October all the ingredients of the Faux Soir had been assembled: the articles, the 
photos, the cartoons, the announcements and the obituaries, all written by enthusiastic 
participants. On the weekend of 30th October-1st November, the paper was put together. 
The following week, the plan to sabotage the vans was finalised: at 3:30 pm, a few young 
partisans would throw incendiary devices at the vans parked in front of the Le Soir 
buildings.  

On 6th and 7th November the paper was printed and all precautionary measures were taken 
to ensure the copies would not be traced back to the presses. 

On 9th November, around 3:30 pm, a few volunteers tried to set fire to the vans, but a 
passer-by raised the alarm and the attempt failed. At 4 pm, the distribution of the Faux 
Soir began. The bundles of 100 papers, tied together for the benefit of newsagents with a 
banner explaining why there were fewer copies than usual, were dropped off at the kiosks 
where the unsuspecting customers bought their copies and walked away. Some of them 
began reading and stopped dead in their tracks as they realised that something was not 
quite right. Excerpts were read out loud by tram passengers for the benefit of their fellow 
travellers. Soon everyone wanted a copy. Some outlets refused to sell the Faux Soir. Others 
gave customers the choice between Le Soir and the Faux Soir. 

The following day, on 10th November, RAF planes flew over Brussels – unfortunately, one 
day too late. In the days that followed, the Faux Soir became a source of great amusement 
throughout Belgium.  

The Gestapo finally managed to identify the presses on which the Faux Soir had been 
printed. There were arrests, deportations to concentration camps, and prison sentences 
ranging from four months to five years. 

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faux_Soir 

A MEMORABLE VISIT TO THE RBL ILKESTON BRANCH, DERBYSHIRE 

by Ann Morley 
 
As you know, we collect a fairly significant amount of Sterling each year which we sell in 
large and small amounts to interested parties. 

The smaller coins are not of great interest and we only manage to move on a small number 
each year. In November 2016, when Dave and I went to the Royal Albert Hall, we took bags 
of 1p, 2p and 5p coins to deposit in the collecting buckets. These coins had been 
accumulated over the previous four years. 

2017 saw the withdrawal of the old type £1 coins, following on from the old £5 notes the 
previous year. We managed to have a total of £42 in withdrawn coins/notes deposited in 
the Poppy Appeal collecting buckets at the QPR v Wolves football match on Saturday 28 
October 2017. 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faux_Soir
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The 2017 Poppy Appeal count saw a significant number of old £1 coins collected, helped by 
the decision to allow the RBL to collect them after the due out of circulation date of 15 
October 2017. 

 

Ann Morley handing over a bag of coins 

Dave and I were briefly in Derbyshire in February and got in touch with the Ilkeston Branch 
of the RBL to see if they would accept our 1p, 2p, 5p and old £1 coins. We were delighted 
to receive a reply from Paul Scott, Secretary of the Branch, and agreed to meet Sunday 
evening 11th February to hand over the money bags (just under £70 in total).  

Imagine our surprise when we found that Paul had gathered the whole Branch Committee 
to thank the Brussels Branch for its gesture – Chairman, Vice Chairman, Secretary, 
Treasurer, Poppy Appeal Coordinator and Women‟s Section Secretary.  

We spent a very enjoyable two hours with them exchanging stories/experiences/badges – I 
have quite a few Women‟s Section badges/pins for our ladies. What a great evening and 
we look forward to enjoying a special relationship with them in the years to come.  

We hope to catch up with them at GP90.  



 

Page 10 THE WIPERS TIMES April 2018  

 

The Dedicated Fundraiser. Cartoon by Andrew Fisher 
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ARTHUR EMPRINGHAM, 1924-2010 

by Fleure Empringham 
 
August 2010 …                                                              

A soldier stood at the gate 
his face was scarred and old 

He stood before the man of fate 
for admission to the fold 

“What have you done”, St Peter asked, 
 "to gain admission here?" 

"I've been a soldier, Sir", he said, 
 "for many and many a year". 

The pearly gate swung open wide 
as Peter touched the bell. 

"Inside", he said, "and chose your harp, 
 you've already had your share of hell". 

 

Many a time Arthur would say he must have been born under a lucky star.  

He never returned to Normandy, as he always maintained that all those that should be 
there were lying in the cemeteries of Normandy. Yet in April 2005, following the interest of 
his grandson David, the whole family went to Normandy and Arthur revisited "Gold Beach" 
where he had landed 61 years earlier. It was a very emotional time for him but also very 
gratifying to see so many young people of all nationalities paying tribute to the young men 
whose lives ended so tragically on the Normandy Beaches. 

 

My late husband Arthur aged 14 joined the 
Army in 1938 as a technical boy with an ex-
cavalry regiment which had just mechanised 
into a tank regiment. In 1942 he was sent to a 
special tank division and in 1944 he took part 
in "Operation Overlord", the operation that 
launched the invasion of German-Occupied 
Western Europe. Arthur landed with his crew 
in Normandy in 1944 and until the 8th of May 
1945 saw front line service in Sherman tanks. 

End April 1945, near Bremen he and his crew 
were awaiting orders standing in the garden of 
an evacuated house when their recovery tank 
received a direct hit from a large calibre 
German shell. Their vehicle was completely 
out of action but the crew, although very 
much shaken, were miraculously unhurt. 

At the end of war in Europe, he was stationed 
at Einbeck in the Harz Mountains but the 
Regiment would soon be posted to another 
combat area, this time to the Far East. 
Ironically, the Atom Bomb dropped on 
Hiroshima and the surrender of Japan 
cancelled this move. 
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SPRING TEA  

by Colin Puplett 
 

 
 

After the Cream Tea in the autumn, a Spring Tea was organised by the Brach Welfare 
Committee at St. Anthony's Church Hall, Kraainem, on Monday 19 March.  

This time round, for the March event, there was the promise of hot cross buns, chocolate 
cake, extra special carrot cake, and plenty of hot tea and coffee. And for anyone who 
fancied "savouries", there were delicious pork pies – all of this in a warm and friendly 
atmosphere.  

There was a single-question quiz organised by Ron Aston: “which year was the first St 
Patrick‟s Day celebrated in America?” Answer: Boston, on March 17, 1737. Not surprisingly, 
no-one was able to provide the correct answer, but Jean-Pierre Pede came close enough 
to win the prize of “rillettes de canard & confit d‟oie”.  

The well-known expat comedian, singer, song writer and general all round entertainer, 
John Smiley, sang some of his greatest hits.  

“Yes Dear”, about what men have to endure when they go out shopping with their wives, 
proved particularly popular. And everyone joined in when he played Vera Lynn‟s big hit, 
“We‟ll meet again.   

The event was also aimed at encouraging Branch Members to invite and encourage new 
members to join. As it happens, eight "friends" attended, two of whom indicated their 
intention to attend the monthly Branch Lunches and become members. And we look 
forward to being able to welcome some of the other "friends" at future Branch events.   

The small charge for attending the Cream and Spring Teas proved sufficient to cover the 
cost. The positive response and the publicity generated have been a great source of 
satisfaction to the members of the Welfare Committee who organised the events.  

The next Welfare event is Monday 9 July. Please note that this is the second Monday of the 
month, so on that Monday there will be a BBQ at St Anthony's Church Hall instead of the 
regular Branch Lunch at the St. Hubert restaurant. Further details will be provided well 
before the event. Prior booking will also be required and "friends" will be welcome.  

A special thank you to the members of the Welfare Committee and all the members who 
helped us clear up after the event.   
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 Invitation to the Commemorations in Hotton 
 and La-Roche-en-Ardennes on Sunday 6th May 2018 

 
Dear Friends, 

For those of you who wish to attend this annual Commemoration of the cessation of WW2 
hostilities - an important event for us and the local population, here is the overall 
programme for the day. 
 
07.30 sharp - Departure by minibus or in one of the available cars from the Metro car park 
at the junction of Avenue de Wezembeek and avenue Vandevelde in Kraainem. 

 

09.30 - Arrival in Hotton at the restaurant “Le Jacquemart” car park near the church and 
alongside the river for a welcome coffee offered by the Town Council. 

 

09.45- Church Service jointly led by the Curate and RBL Chaplain Rev. John Wilkinson. 

 

10.30 - After the service, participants will gather around the Monument to the Fallen at 
the entrance to the church - speeches by local Authorities, and wreath laying. 

 

Participants will then follow the Hotton Band, walk (or coach ride) through the town and up 
the hill to the cemetery. 

 

11.15 - Ceremony of Remembrance with a word of welcome by our President Brigadier 
Andrew Fisher before the ceremony, which will be conducted by the Reverend Canon 
Wilkinson followed by the 2nd laying of wreaths, Last Post, Reveille, Volley and National 
Anthems. Finally, the congregation will be asked to place Poppy Crosses at individual 
graves.   
 

12.00 - Down to the Sports Hall for refreshments hosted by the Hotton authorities 
 

13.00 - Lunch at “La Command'Rie” in Hotton - a 2-course menu with a glass of wine, beer 
or a soft drink or water priced at 24.00 Euros to be paid on the day. 

 

15.30 - 16.00 - “La Roche”, short Memorial Ceremony at the 51st Highland Division 
monument and 3rd  wreath laying and Lament followed by drinks hosted by the Burgomaster 
of La Roche-en-Ardenne.  Return to Brussels.   
 

N.B. In order to book the restaurant and confirm your seat in the minibus or in a car please 
contact the Honorary Secretary Andrée Ferrant, by e-mail: andree.ferrant@hotmail.com or 
tel  0494/61.96.65. Please book no later than Friday 27th April 2018. 

 

FRIENDS OF THE FALLEN 

In Belgium, there are 220 Communal or Church cemeteries where the graves of British and 
Commonwealth soldiers or airmen bear witness to two World Wars. 

The Friends of the Fallen are members and supporters of the Brussels branch of the Royal 
British Legion. Once a year, on or around Armistice Day, they place Poppy-crosses, or Stars 
of David or non-denominational Poppy sticks on the lonely graves of British and 
Commonwealth soldiers and airmen as a sign that these young men and women are not 
forgotten 

If you would like to place a Poppy-cross on a lonely grave, please contact Jacqueline 
Daugnaix-Whitfield by phone (071/63.36.86 or 0478.66.23.44) or E-mail, on 
jachrida49@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:andreeferrant@hotmail.com
mailto:jachrida49@gmail.com
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British Memorial Day - Remembrance Service at the cemetery of Brussels, 
Evere, at 11.30 am, on Saturday 16th June 2018 
 
The Royal British Legion Brussels Branch will hold the annual services of commemoration and 
wreath laying at the Commonwealth War Graves Commission Cemetery (CWGC) and Battle of 
Waterloo Memorial, both located inside the Brussels Cemetery at Evere, on Saturday 16th 
June. 
 

We will meet at 10.45 am for coffee at the café « Le Dej'Journalier », Avenue du Cimetière 
de Bruxelles, 136, Evere, opposite to the entrance to the cemetery.   We will then make our 
way to the cemetery to remember those who gave their lives and shaped the future of 
Europe in 1815 and during both World Wars.  British dead of the Waterloo campaign are 
buried under a monument that was unveiled by Queen Victoria in 1890, and the 
Commonwealth Graves Cemetery contains the remains of the fallen of both World Wars. 
 

The commemoration will be followed by lunch at « Le Lion Belge », Chaussée de Louvain, 
1002, Evere.  All welcome and parking available!  Menu details for those who would like to 
join us for lunch will be available at the end of May.  Please do not hesitate to contact the 
events coordinator Kate Andrews or the honorary secretary Andrée Ferrant by mail – 
katewheadon@gmail.com - andree.ferrant@hotmail.com.     

ERRATUM 

One of our well-documented and attentive readers has kindly informed us of a mistake that 
occurred in the article published in the Newsletter of January 2018 concerning the two 
Halifax planes that crashed near the village of Thynes in November 1944. The Halifax 51 
Squadron was in fact the Australian crew, whereas the French crew was the 346 
Squadron. 
 

ADDENDUM 

The January 2018 issue also included the story of Léon Rubin‟s clandestine journey to 
England in 1943 through France and Spain. The story mentioned Georgette Dieu, a friend 
of the Rubin family, who was involved in underground activities working for the Resistance.  

Léon has asked us to add the following information concerning Georgette Dieu: 

Georgette Dieu was betrayed in 1943. She was arrested by the Gestapo and sentenced to 
death. She was deported to the infamous concentration camp of Ravensbrück but, against 
all odds, survived the ordeal. The person who had betrayed her was executed by the 
Resistance. 

 

mailto:katewheadon@gmail.com
mailto:andree.ferrant@hotmail.com
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COMMODORE DARREN BONE ROYAL NAVY: A NEW CHAIRMAN FOR THE BRANCH 
 

 
 
So what brings me to Brussels and the Royal British Legion? As some of you know, I am a 
serving Naval Officer with over 33 years in uniform. I have enjoyed a varied career, both at 
sea and in operational and strategic planning, with my last ten years or so dedicated to the 
complexity of joint operations. I have served in the Ministry of Defence and the UK‟s Joint 
Headquarters, as well as in Afghanistan. I have also deployed across the globe on maritime 
operations. Highlights include navigating Her Majesty‟s Yacht Britannia and three command 
appointments at sea. Most recently, I spent two years as the Commander British Forces South 
Atlantic Islands, based in the Falkland Islands. This was a most rewarding experience, with 
ships, aircraft and army units under command, not to mention the chance to see the 
incredible wildlife of the southern ocean. The role also meant working closely with the 
Falkland Islands Government. I took up my current appointment as the Secretary to the NATO 
Military Committee in July 2017. This is a truly fascinating post, combining diplomacy and 
military advice at the strategic level; and in today‟s environment you will appreciate that 
there is much to do. 

I met my wife, Jessica, when we were both training at the Britannia Royal Naval College in 
Dartmouth. Jessica was a WRNS officer, in the days when it was a separate (and elite!) arm of 
the Naval Service, and they still wore the famous blue stripes. She was senior to me then and, 
as every husband knows, she retains that position even after 30 years of marriage! We have 
two children: Laura is 26 and working for the National Trust, while Jasper is 25 and finishing 
his post graduate certificate in education to teach science in secondary schools. 

Bringing us back to Branch matters, on 21 April 2018 I represented you at the Centenary 
Commemorations of the Zeebrugge Raid, in which the Royal Navy and Royal Marines won 11 
VCs. A series of events marked the occasion and the Princess Royal represented Her Majesty 
The Queen at the main parade. As you read this, we are preparing for our annual 
remembrance day at Hotton and La Roche en Ardennes and next month I shall represent the 
Branch at the RBL Annual Conference in Belfast. So there is much going on. 

I hope to make regular contributions to the Newsletter and very much look forward to 
meeting you at future events. 

  

I am delighted to have this opportunity to introduce 
myself in this Newsletter for our Brussels Branch of the 
Royal British Legion. Let me first say how honoured and 
humbled I was at the end of March to be elected by your 
committee to be the new Branch Chairman.  It is a 
privilege to join such an enthusiastic team and I very much 
look forward to serving you. 

Before moving on, I must first pay tribute to Andrew 
Fisher. Andrew is a man of considerable energy and 
dedication, who held down the dual roles of President and 
Chairman of the Branch for well over 15 months. Andrew 
has done a sterling job and he will continue to contribute 
as our President, as he has for many years. In relieving him 
as Chairman, I am fully committed to taking on the 
responsibility that the role entails. 
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Month CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

May  • Sun 6th - Commemorations of the Battle of the Bulge at Hotton and La- 
Roche-en-Ardenne (see details above) 

• Thu 10th  - 10:00 – HMS Vindictive Ceremony in Oostende 

• Mon 14th - 12:00 - RBL monthly Lunch, “Le Saint-Hubert” 

• Wed 23th – 10:00 - Tribute at Rebecq Memorial to commemorate the 
British and Canadian airmen who died in the crash of their Lancaster 
aircraft on 28.05.1944.  

• Sun 27th – 10:30 – Memorial Service and Tribute at the Monument at 
Voortkapel-Westerlo to remember the seven British crew members of 
the MKIDV Lancaster that crashed on 22nd May 1944. 

June  • Mon 11th - 12:00 – RBL monthly Lunch, “Le Saint-Hubert” 

• Sat 16th – 11:30 - British Memorial Day (see details above) 

July  • Mon 9th - 12:00 – RBL barbecue, St Anthony‟s Church Hall, Kraainem 
(details will follow) 

 

   

Peter Barlow, Gilbert Beeckmans, Timothy Beuselinck, Vincent Billiet, Lucille Bowring, Paul 

Claes, Richard Cordier, Ed Cutting, Joan Delaney, Philip Dewurst, Daniel Ellis, Carey Foran-

Weekers, Alec Grant, Rhoda Grant-McArthur, Kenneth Heselwood, Trevor Paul Hobbs, Mario 

Impens, Alfred Jacob,  Kathleen Marie Johnson, Freddy Lepeer, Margaret Lysak, Alan George 

Moffatt, Ann Morley, Sybille Orts, Rosemary Pallett, Jacques Patteet, Ethel Elisabeth Pede-

Moffatt, Alan Puplett, Olivier Sermeus, Paul Tucker, Peter Van Den Broeck, Valerie Van 

Steenwegen,  Robert Webster, Michael Whitburn.  

 

Joan Anselot-Crawshaw, Paule Hearn, Eric Johnson and Claire Whitfield. 

With many thanks for their contributions to this April issue to Ann, Colin, Darren, Fleure, 
and of course, Filomena for making it all seem easy. 

 
Newsletter contributions gratefully received – please email NL Coordinator Michael Whitburn 

on mwhitbur@vub.ac.be 

Happy birthday wishes to the branch members who have celebrated 

their birthdays since the previous issue of the Newsletter in January: 
 

Very special congratulations to the branch members who have 

recently celebrated their 90+ birthday: 

 


