
 

                                 MINUTES OF AMESBURY ROYAL BRITISH LEGION  
                                               ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
                                                Thursday 19th October 2017 

 
Present  
President    Mr. T Pryor-Jones 
Chairman    Lt. Col.  N de Foubert 
Vice Chairman/Treasurer/ M Secretary Lt. Col.  G Southwell  
Secretary    Mr. P Smith  
Area Poppy Organizer   Mr. G Jones  
Branch Member   Col. P Tustin 
Branch Member   Maj. N Estlick 
Branch Member   Mrs. F Hedge 
Branch Member   Mrs. P Bishop 
Branch Member   Mr. R Hughes 
Branch Member   Mr. R Hughes 
Branch Member   Mr. M Pattenden 
Branch Member   Mr. H Parker 
Branch Member   Mrs. E Parker 
 
Apologies 
Welfare Officer    Mr. J Swindlehurst      
Branch Member   Fr. D A’Court 
Branch Member   Mrs. J Swindlehurst  
Branch Member   Mrs. J Tustin 
Branch Member   Mrs. J Stiven 
Branch Member    Mr. N Darg-Forsytrh 
Branch Member   Mr. M Browning 
Branch Member   Mrs. P Pryor-Jones 
Branch Member   Mrs. P Jones 
 
 
1. Exhortation 
 
The Exhortation was said by the Chairman and a respectful silence was observed. 
 
2. Chairman’s Welcoming Comments 
 
The Chairman welcomed all present & thanked all for attending the AGM. 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 
Patron HM the Queen 

Registered Charity Number 219279 

Amesbury Branch (BR2562) 



 
3. Minutes of Previous AGM 
 
The Minutes of the last Branch AGM held on “Wednesday 19th October 2016” were reviewed, no amendments 
were proposed.   
 
Vote “For” was unanimous,  
 
Decision – Carried   
 
The Minutes as recorded were accepted  
 
4. President’s Address / Chairman’s Report 
 
The President commenced by welcoming all those in attendance and thanked them for their enduring support 
throughout the past 12 months and for the enthusiasm displayed at all our charitable events. He specifically 
mentioned the work conducted by Glyn Jones the Area Poppy Organiser, and presented an award for outstanding 
service to Nigel Estlick. 
 
The Chairman was delighted that so many had turned up at the AGM & how the branch’s profile had been raised 
in the last 12 months, he then went on to thank the Secretary, Treasurer and Welfare committee for their 
continuing support & asked all members to recruit where possible. The Somme / Vimy illustrated lecture was very 
successful and from the proceeds of the evening the branch were making a donation of £250 to the poppy appeal. 
 
5. Branch Secretary’s Report 
 

• The Branch held 2 general meetings during 2017, the reduction in meetings has not adversely affected our 
membership turnout. 

• The Branch held / attended the following events: 
o A Curry Lunch post Remembrance Service 
o A “Thank you” Cocktail Party  
o Amesbury Carnival 
o Somme / Vimy illustrated lecture 

 
6. Area Poppy Organizer’s Report 
 
Glynn Jones outlined once more the detailed organisation for this year’s Poppy Appeal.  
 

1. All boxes and collection tubes are ready to go and stored in the shed. 

2. All wreaths are ready to go. 

3. Large event poppies are prepared and ready to be put up around the town, Myself, Andy Derry and Tim 

Bebbington will erect them on Sunday morning, 22nd Oct 

4. Alongside the manned store merchandise trays, for each of Tesco, LIDL, ALDI, B&M and the Gazebo, there 

will be 2 small trays issued: 

a. One carrying knitted poppies from the W.I, (to date they have supplied us with almost 100 to 

sell), I have priced them at £3.00 each and I will be able to keep track of how many are sold, 

therefore how much the W.I have raised 

b. The second with car and van poppies to support the Ancestor event (see below). 

5. Provision has been made to adorn the Amesbury Ancestor with his “Poppy sash”. Vivian Westwood at the 

Holiday Inn has agreed to take a large quantity of car and van poppies to be held at reception, to sell for 

the Ancestor. Andy and Michelle (the sculptors) have agreed to apply the poppies at a one-off event just 

prior to Armistice day, using a cherry picker. I have generated some posters advertising this initiative, and 

they will be strategically placed around the town.  



6. Store collection team leaders are strongly urged to try to recruit new blood amongst their teams, ask 

their friends and extended circle of acquaintances as a contingency for losing those who are ready to 

retire. 

7. The proprietors of the craft shop (next to Melor House) have offered to use their window to display a 

model cenotaph, and adorned with poppy appeal paraphernalia, to publicise the cause even further. 

8. So far, we have taken £21,309.13 (an all-time best) which includes a presentation cheque for £150, which 

was received from Amesbury Carnival committee on 13th Sept, we still have 14 all year round boxes in 

circulation to come in before the end of October. 

 

Parade and Service 
1. The MoD is prevented from supplying soldiers to perform traffic marshalling roles, and the local area 

Police commander has claimed there will be no Police support either, this causes problems with 

closing the main trunk road, A345, as in previous years. 

2. The owners of the old bus station car park have also refused us permission to form the parade up 

there, so Plan C is this:  

3. The parade participants will assemble on the pavement at the end of Salisbury St, and around the 

corner towards the bus stops, in the order of march from the right. The PM will take command as per 

usual, and there is no change to the format or timings once we march off. Traffic control will be 

carried out by civilian volunteers at the end of Salisbury St, Flower Lane, and Queensferry Bridge, 

using Road closed signs as appropriate.  

4. The town Mayor has already sorted the traffic volunteers, 4-5 required with Hi-Viz vests and 2 “Road 

Closed” signs, he will also see to the placing and retrieval of the saluting dais. 

5. We have a Parade Marshall and a Detachment Commander already nominated by 57Bty, 32 Regt. RA. 

I met them on the 6th October for an initial brief and walked them through the programme.  

6. I have approached the headmaster of Stonehenge School, to see if he would nominate 2 of his head 

pupils to read out the names at the Remembrance service, as change from the previous auditions 

from the youth groups, and to offer the opportunity to another sector of the Amesbury youth. I will 

be meeting with a nominated member of staff when I return from holiday to sort the details out. 

7. I have sent an article to go in the October issue of the Stonehenge trader, detailing our plans for this 

year with both the Poppy appeal and Remembrance Parade. This will specify the changes to the 

parade form-up for those who are creatures of habit, and this will be backed up with a short bullet 

article in November’s Trader issue to re-enforce the point.  

8. So far, all other aspects of the Parade and service are on track, and not causing concern (yet!) 

 
There were several queries which were all resolved satisfactorily 

 
 
7. Membership Secretary’s Report 
 
The Branch Membership now stands at 90 with 18 members still to pay. 
 



 
8. Treasurer’s Report & Presentation of Branch Accounts 
 
The RBL Financial Year ends on 30th September each year. To allow time for the Legion's annual accounts to be 
completed, all branches are required to report on their accounts 3 months before that. The reporting period this 
year was 1st July 2016 to 30th June 2017. 
 The reports are independently examined and passed to County for onward transmission to RBL HQ, in advance of 
the branch AGMs which have to be held after the end of the Financial Year. This is why the AGMs take place in 
October. One of the tasks of the AGM is to approve the accounts. 
 
Our Treasurer Gerry Southwell provided the below report. 
 

 
 
Vote “For” was unanimous,  
 
Decision –Carried   
 
The Accounts as recorded were accepted. 

 



9. Electing the “Officers” of the Branch 
 
Election of President 
 

Nominees Proposed by Seconded by Votes received Decision 

The post has a 3 year duration & was filled by Tony Prior-Jones in 2016. Elected 

 
Election of Chairman 
 

Nominees Proposed by Seconded by Votes received Decision 

Reg Hughes Bob Hughes Paul Smith 14 Elected 

 
Election of Vice – Chairman 
 

Nominees Proposed by Seconded by Votes received Decision 

Gerry Southwell Nigel de Foubert Glyn Jones 14 Elected 

 
Election of Secretary 
 

Nominees Proposed by Seconded by Votes received Decision 

Paul Smith Gerry Southwell Nigel de Foubert 14 Elected 

 
Election of Treasurer 
 

Nominees Proposed by Seconded by Votes received Decision 

Gerry Southwell Glyn Jones Reg Hughes 14 Elected 

 
Note – Gerry will be retiring from Treasurer at 2018 AGM. 
 
10. Electing the Branch Committee for the ensuing year 
 
Election of Welfare Officer 
 

Nominees Proposed by Seconded by Votes received Decision 

John Swindlehurst P Tustin Bob Hughes 14 Elected 

 
Election of Membership Secretary 
 

Nominees Proposed by Seconded by Votes received Decision 

Gerry Southwell Glyn Jones Reg Hughes 14 Elected 

 
Election of Parade Coordinator 
 

Nominees Proposed by Seconded by Votes received Decision 

Glyn Jones Nigel de Foubert Paul smith  Elected 

 
Area Poppy Organizer 
 

Name Proposed by Seconded by Votes received Decision 

Glynn Jones No Vote, County Appointment 

 
Area Poppy Coordinator 
 

Name Proposed by Seconded by Votes received Decision 

 No Vote, County Appointment 

 



 
Election of Area Poppy Treasurer 
 

Name Proposed by Seconded by Votes received Decision 

 No Vote, County Appointment 

 
Property Member  
 

Nominees Proposed by Seconded by Votes received Decision 

Tony Prior-Jones Mike Pattenden Paul Smith 14 Elected 

 
11. Appointment of the Branch Standard Bearer. 
 

Nominees Proposed by Seconded by Votes received Decision 

Paul Smith Glyn Jones Reg Hughes 14 Elected 

 
12. Appointment of the Assistant Standard Bearer. 
 

Nominees Proposed by Seconded by Votes received Decision 

Tony Prior-Jones P Tustin Freda Hedge 14 Elected 

 
 
13. AOB 
 

• Poppy Appeal 
Planning all in place, see section 6. 
The count post poppy appeal will take place on Mon 13th November at 1030hrs in the George Hotel 
 

• Remembrance Parade  
This year we will form up at the end of the high street as we can no longer use Soldiers for road closure & the Police 
cannot assist, the Town Council is arranging the road closure by the Church. 
The Service sheet is ready. 

The rehearsal will take place on 11th November at 10:00hrs hours in the churchyard. 
 

• Curry Lunch  
 
Will start after the Remembrance Parade at 12:30 hrs, anyone who can spare some time on Saturday 
(2pm) please help to put tables out. 
Tickets are still available from Nigel & the community shop. 
Army will be cooking the food & Jane will be preparing the puddings. 
There will be a raffle, so if you are able please donate a prize, the branch will also provide funds to 
purchase a few prizes. 
 

• Thank-you Party 
The event will take place on Friday 17th November in the Wyndham Hall 
The Secretary is to print off 50 x invites and send to Glyn. 
Jane has volunteered to provide a finger buffet 

 

• Dates for Diary 
The following were confirmed: 
 
2018 

• Thursday 19th April & Thursday 20th September – Branch Meetings 

• Thursday 18th October - AGM 

• Sunday 11th November - Remembrance Sunday parade & Curry Lunch 

• Poppy Appeal wash-up Wed 24th January 

• Poppy Appeal start-up Thursday 16th August. 



 
14. Chairman’s objective’s & closing remark’s 
The Chairman advised that the work branch members put in was appreciated & noticed by all, for the 2018 Poppy 
Appeal Reg advised he would like to include the town football side & also look into laying a wreath in the centre 
slot on the pitch at the game prior Remembrance Sunday. 

 
 
There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 21:06hrs 
 

 
Proposed:- ………………………………..   Seconded:- ………………………………. 
 
Voting:-  

• For    

• Against  

• Abstentions  
 
Approved:-  …………………………………   Date:-  …………………………… 


