RAYMOND WILLIAM CHAPLIN
(Ray)

Ray was born in Great Cornard on the 19th May 1926 and he left school at the age of 14 in August 1940.

He was employed by the then Martins (Printers) who were based on the Market Hill in Sudbury (where Smiths is now) and did daily Newspaper Rounds before working in the Printing room.
Ray well remembers in 1941 seeing the aircraft in flames that Group Captain Townsend was in coming down over Waldingfield near Holbrook Hall. He also remembers seeing the German Aircraft flying very low one Saturday morning ‘you felt you could almost touch them they were so low’.  Of course they were not interested in bombing Sudbury London was the target.  Some nights he remembers you could hear the planes going over all night long. Ray also remembers the Americans coming to Sudbury in 1942.
In 1941 Ray joined the Air Training Corps 1354 Squadron and it was through this that on 30th March1944 he joined the Royal Air Force. Skegnesss was where he did his 8 weeks ‘square bashing’ before being posted to Melksham in Wiltshire which was just two days after the D Day landings. He completed a 16 week Electrician Course and was then given a 36 hour leave in which he came home to his family. October 1944 he was posted to assiemouth in the North of Scotland where the Lancasters were landing to re fuel and by December he was put on a Gunnery Course in Wales. Ray remembers V E Day, 8th May 1945, as he was on leave at home then before being sent back to Scotland for an overseas Draft which didn’t take place! By 15th August 1945 (V J Day) he went to West Kirby in Lincolnshire and was sent to Singapore on 16th September where he became part of an Air Construction Unit. His tour in Singapore finished when he was eventually demobbed on December 23rd 1947.
Although Ray could have had his old job back by that time Martins had a high volume of employment and so he decided to look elsewhere and Ray became employed at Stephen Walters as a Loom Tackler. Ray stayed at Stephen Walters Silk factory in Cornard Road Sudbury for the rest of his working life.

