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MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETING (#37)
YEOVIL AND DISTRICT BRANCH RBL (BR2555)
HELD AT MEMBERS RESIDENCE 19.00hrs ON THE 30TH APRIL 2026

1. ACT OF REMEMBRANCE BY THE VICE CHAIR

2. VICE CHAIRS OPENING REMARKS
The Vice Chair, opened the meeting at 19.00hrs welcoming all and offered the Chair’s apologies and he would be leading the meeting in the Chair’s absence and wished him well in his post-op recovery. Additionally, it was good to see Committee Member, John Emery (JE) back in attendance. JE thanked the committee for their support over the past year, stating that he was looking forward to becoming an active member again.

3. MEMBERS PRESENT 
Vice Chair- Christoper Wilkinson, MBE (CW), Treasurer- Andy Kendall (AK), Secretary/Web – Roger Law (RL), Committee Members - John Emery, MBE (JE), Lisa Anne Snowden (LAS).

4. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Chair- Simon Woodrow (SW) Via Vice Chair, Honorary President- Christoper Le-Hardy (CLH) Via LAS, Branch Member -Tony Powell post meeting via RL. (Nil response from GG CP).

5. MINUTES OF MEETING #36

Copies of this meeting had been e-mailed and made available to all present. It was agreed by those present that they were a true and accurate record of that meeting. Proposed by JE, Seconded by LAS. The minutes were then signed off by the Vice Chair and Secretary.

6. MATTERS ARISING FROM MEETING #36
a. Branch Bye-Laws (2018/19): -Under review - AK & SS carried out a review of Secretaries Draft, Awaiting Chair’s Draft (sub-committee to Review all relevant Discussion Documents for Draft presentation to Committee?).
b. Safe Storage of Standard and Accessories: No feedback received from Branch Standard Bearers for a suitable, Zipped Single Standard Carry-All which can be purchased from Flying Colours £70.80, Flag Makers £48.00, Newton-Newton (Small) £90.00. LAS, enquired who are Standard Bearers were? and if they had suitable attire -RL stated that GG was our SB and attended the Somerset Festival at Wells Cathedral Nov 2025 and the branch had 3 assistant SBs for local Events with own attire. It was requested that the Pricing list be sent to all committee members.
c. Position of Branch Recruitment Officer. - Secretary stated that he had emailed Andy Ransom, Somerset County Recruitment Officer, but has yet to receive a reply. Vice Chair asked Secretary to follow up contact. 
d. Wyndam Park Community Fun Day Invitation:  Sat 27th June 1:00-4:00pm email Jan 2026 from Wyndham Park Community Association. Updated request email enquiry 21/4/26. Committee voted to provisionally accept the invitation – Response to be sent accordingly.
e. Request for use of YESS Club Old RBL Office (as safe storage): RL stated that he has now established email contacts with Peter Cusions, the YESS Club Secretary and that their next committee meeting would be on 13th May. Committee agreed that a formal letter requesting the use of the old RBL Branch Office be used for the safe storage of Branch assets, Memorabilia and Standard. 
f. Update Asset Register for Union Casket Flags. Open
g. Establish an all-Branch Members emailing list “requesting” if they will accept branch info via a branch community email. - Secretary stated that he was in receipt of the Membership - Engaging with Members Email Templates: -Welcome New Member, 6mth Follow up, News Letter Templates from County & Branch Toolkit on Map.  Committee requested that a “proposed copy of them all” be sent to them for comment/review- Secretary to action
h. Consideration of Luncheon for Yeovil RBL Members – Armed Forces Month, June 2026. - RL stated that SS was the lead in this and that the YESS Club has been booked for Friday 26th June. However, SS was not available to update the committee - Open
i. Consideration for Role of a Female Branch Community Supporter. It was discussed that it would be both, beneficial to our members and the role of BCS, that the committee look at how this could be developed. Open - Follow 

7. CHAIR-PARADE MARSHALL’S REPORT
The Vice Chair, stated that he was in correspondence with the Chair and will update his report in due course.
8. VICE-CHAIR’S REPORT
CW, stated that he had approached a group of Poppy Sellars in the Yeovil ASDA Store. It was quickly established with the Store Manager and requisite accreditation, that all parties were registered RBL Poppy Appeal Staff. However, it would have been polite if the RBL Poppy Team, had informed the Branch of their intended presence to avoid any confusion or negative feedback.
9. PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS
Nil report
10. TREASURER’S REPORT
a. AK, informed the committee that he was awaiting written bank and the BFI quarterly statements. However, a downloaded a copy of the On-line Current account showed a balance of £3074.74.
b. The Yeovil.Treasurer@rbl.community account was active with access to MAP and the Yeovil Branch Management System.    
11. SECRETARY’S REPORT (Including Membership, Web) 
a. See attached Secretary’s Report for Meeting 37.
b. Provisional Branch Web Site Dairy and Events April-Dec 2026: Copies had been e-mailed and made available to all present and discussed with the following comments:
I. The Committee agreed, that future Committee Meeting’s be held on the “First Thursday” of the month at 19.00hrs – Location to be confirmed: Proposed by CW, Seconded by LAS. Accepted by All.
II. Due to unavailability of SS, it was proposed that Yeovil AF Day at the YESS Club on Friday 26th June be annotated as To Be Confirmed (TBC). 
III. Web Master to update changes and Email copies to all Committee for review prior to publishing.
c. RL requested for authorization for Accommodation and Travel Expenses to Represent the Branch at 2026 RBL National Conference in Brition 8th-10 May. Subject was discussed and Approved/Accepted by All, proposed by CW,  Seconded by JE.
d. Motions Branch Vote emailed to committee & interested parties via Secretary. Outstanding returns Required – AK, stated that he was not aware of the Email- LAS forwarded her copy to AK. Secretary to reissue/chase up ASAP.
e. Woodbine Boys Presentation: by Chris Statham (email Feb 2026) request to give presentation to members. Committee believed that this was more suited to External Associations e.g. Yeovil AF Breakfast Club, YESS Club and the MEO Weekly Bulletin- Web Master to respond accordingly.
f. Branch Administration & Fees 2026/27, email/letter from membership to Yeovil Secretary requesting updating Branch Fees for 2027. Committee agreed unanimously that the current £2.00 annual fee remain unchanged at £2.00 and therefore, no further action required. Proposed by: JE, Seconded by: AK.
g. RL, asked if any of the committee were aware if the Branch had received or requested a Branch 100year Centenary Certificate or a Banner for the Standard? – the current committee members were not aware of the branch receiving such items -Open Follow-up
12. BRANCH COMMUNITY COORDINATOR’S REPORT (BCC1)
a. ALL Branch Returns are to be forwarded to CW (BCC1) or SS (BCSS, Hospital Visitor) for logging with the BC Dashboard.
b. Currently there has been very little contact for Benefices requiring Branch support from the BCS Team, so hopefully things are good.  

13. BRANCH COMMUNITY SUPPORTER’S REPORT (BCSS1) 
Nil Report 

14. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING AGENDA
a. Update of Request for use of YESS Club Old RBL Office (as safe storage):
b. Approval for Safe Storage of Standard and Accessories: Procurement of a suitable, Zipped Single Standard Carry-All.
c. Update for proposed Yeovil RBL Members – Armed Forces Day at the YESS Club. Friday 26th June. 
d. Consideration for Role of a Female Branch Community Supporter. Open
e. Updated Asset Register required to establish items for the safe storage of Branch assets, Memorabilia and Standard.   
f. Branch 100 Year Certificate and Standard Banner Information update? Branch Parade Marshal-MEO 

15.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Branch Committee Meeting (#38) to be held on Thursday 4th June 2026 at a Location to be confirmed.

There being no other business to discuss. The meeting was closed at 20.42hrs.

16. KOHIMA CLOSING PRAYER BY THE VICE CHAIR 



									
Branch Secretary			Branch Chair		Branch Vice-Chair	






Attachments:
1. Secretary’s Report for Meeting 37.
2. Updated Branch Web Site Dairy - reflecting Monthly Committee Meetings.
3. Standard Carry All - Pricing List.
4. New Members  - Contact Welcome Letter (RBL Template PDF).	
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