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POSTSCRIPT

The Death of
Lancaster ‘K’ King

About twenty years after the war ended I bought a book entitled
‘Lancaster - The story of a famous bomber’. At the rear of the book the fate of
every Lancaster is listed. The entry for ‘K’ King reads as follows:-

JB 421. 49 SQ. 7th. October 43, (Delivery date to squadron)
Missing (Salbris) 7/8th May 1944. 399 hours (total hours flown)

‘K’ King was one of 7,374 Lancasters built during the war period, they are
all listed in this book.

I discovered that Salbris is a small town in France south, south east of
Paris. I had no idea why it should have been a target for Bomber
Command.

The matter rested until I read a letter in the Autumn 1994 issue of the
‘Itercomm’, the quarterly magazine of the Air Crew Association:

/SALBRIS RAID
The following letter has been forwarded to the Aircrew Association for publication.

I effect some researches on the raid of SALBRIS, night of 78 May 1944. This operation has
been effected by Seme Groupand Squadrons 44-49-106-619-83-627. Seven Lancasters have been
shot down and there are only two survivors from seven crews. [ want to organise an exhibition
on this operation in order not to forget the sacrifice of many young men of Bomber Command.

Can you place an advertisement in your magazine to research and contact some people who
have taken part in this operation?

Please contact: Alain Charpentier, La Procurerie, Cidex 579, 41300 Orcay, France. Tel: 54 83

34 56.

The reader will recall that I left the Squadron at the end of February 1944
so ‘K’ King had survived another 22 months on operations completing a total of
399 hours to which I had contributed 250. At the end of '43 and beginning of '44
the anticipated life of a Lancaster was 40 hours so ‘K’ King had been blessed
with a charmed life.

I wrote to M. Charpentier explaining that I could not give him any
information about the missing airmen but I could about one of the aircraft shot
down.

I received a letter by return of post, a copy of which I have included
overleaf.
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Death of Lancaster ‘K’ King

So there was an ammunition dump at Salbris and presumably, because the
raid took place only a short time before the Invasion of France, it must have had
considerable significance.

I sent a print of my ‘K’ King painting to M. Charpentier - I didn’t have a
suitable photograph. Also, fifty years on, it appears that there still exists a few
bits of ‘K’ King. I wonder why he is so sure? Perhaps scraps of the aircraft
lettering appear on the ‘sheets’ of the plane found by the Frenchman. Maybe,
one day, I will get around to seeing them. :

However, not only did I spot the ‘Intercom’ letter but so did our 49
Squadron historian ‘Uncle’ Will Hay and he has sent off all the 49 Squadron
details of this operation to the Frenchman.

A Pilot Officer Anderson was the pilot on this fateful trip. Along with his
crew it was their first operation, they were all killed and are buried in
St. Doulchard cemetery.

Fourteen Lancasters took off for the raid on Salbris and ‘K’ King was the
only aircraft which failed to return to Fiskerton.

Other Squadrons sent a total of 325 aircraft of which six failed to return.

Conclusion:- ‘A raid well planned and executed. Target destroyed’.
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Dear Euic Jones,

Wi, O wvnane Aldlll LHARPFENITIER
La Procurerie

Cidex 579

41300 ORGAY

TEL : 54.833456

ORCAY le 27 Octobre I994

Yhani you for your letter and your informations.

If there was an cperation on Salbris,it's because there
was an ammunition dump and a storage depot.Unfortunately -
seven Lancaster were shot down by nightfizhter(IZ’ of
losses)It was not "a piece of cake" for the aircrew.
Your'k' for King is fall in a small village Souesmes,
near Salbris.She explode in fly and all the crew have
been killed.It was: pilot A.L Anderson 2/0
F/E R.L FOWLS Szt
NAV J.C ROACZ  F/0
W/OP R.W LONG /0
A/G  E.W RUSHTON St
B/A F.J FINCE ?/Sgt
4/G  B. McLEOD Szt
They are buried in ST Dorichard cemetery.I founded some
sheets of your plane in the woods.Have you s photn of
JB 42i%Can you send me a copy?
You have had some luck to complete your tour,because in
spring I944,Bomber Command suffered severe losses
and I think that there was not many survivors.
Have vou take part in operation on french target?
Frenchs targets were considered detier than on german
country,cut in some operations there was many lossese.
Example:Mailly le Camps42 aircrafts lost
Salbris T
Vierzon 14 etc..

Thank you again for your interest,and excuse mefor my

bad english.



AR R REEER

u\.enw QQSJUQJV\%‘«?Q{%\‘JQ%M“
Ly J\uuw\&\‘_\wgqg\g
és\?w\_
\\vﬁ.o%\ JW\J.\V\QN\@& 4@3«6\@\6

5 3 5

.....

. i . ' ' . (R TR W]

V24T 9. %o ?i\ et isdx
) wu\ni\n@\,\\\ \m{wb N_N\.IS\ é:uw\ N\J% b

] ' ' P

,m_ \\n_@n.wu .(_\..\m\.)\d \%33\ )\SB\N\

..... '
i
s o MS\M . v e e gy
=l xn
—o £ 00 o :
L | Somog. g e&@
K rcf.m.._nw i
VO30 VowOoOREoO.: :
QOP 0Ly SEde -
rdgmlmlm?mr“ B

o - \
HEEm e g R ®P \/CJQ_O OOJ\_\Q
OdH e g~ “ o~ _
GEEERRLNIEGG L,
@ POL 5 g 40 | ; w .xu‘_.,.ouiay_ﬁq. :
- @ & by ool _ __ : |
w:.:namg.muse.“..;.;m.sdv.._.“_w._w 153 ) | ,...___,m
POELIGgIMo 9Hd0 | | ”«u\r;uJ:_:.uz ,_:,:
MR PO oEL goE L _
O+ 0~ K - Eg+on 0 Tk S e e
LS00 ORGP oK O i
NH OB +RPH O A 86 TS !

rhi Ty

.u\qi\x.\ PIVI™MG) W |

JUiudd E_ Jgu oo ud ﬁﬁ,g

\\\.\\\\k

LVZWRIUIIWY NI

IVY2ND YT LAYC DY
LIP3 Z3AY SNOA 200 32 Yoy
NOILYYIWAY ANoW 2LnoL 2apny |
oy eQWOwh@bs<‘ ¥
AN SKIN 24 KL NOIN DILSYIMIN _
ABY) NOLNDC LS/
2AYC YWD Ty | |
NOSUIENY Y 72UNIy &Y wivppo v
VOSUALAY 2171527 YNHAYY o/y
YTT I ) ey
4 T g ey
Ty o A A B R
\J(S\Qw \\.Jln..a\ ‘Q@ WMOO\OQ\ \«u\.w \n\_ )\BQ.«.S\& \..z@\\



P o ()



