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The Western Front Association

Remembering
Each year at 8.00pm on 10th November, the London Branch of The Western Front 
Association holds a ceremony of commemoration at Victoria Station to remember the 
arrival of the Unknown Warrior.

The Unknown Warrior
The body of the Unknown Warrior, sealed in a casket, was brought to Platform 8 at 
Victoria Station on 10 November 1920 at 8.32pm. An overnight vigil was maintained by 
Servicemen.

On the morning of 11 November 1920, the casket was placed onto a gun carriage of 
the Royal Horse Artillery and drawn by six horses through immense and silent crowds.

As the cortege set off, a field marshal’s salute was fired in Hyde Park.

The route followed was Hyde Park Corner,  The Mall, thence to Whitehall and the 
Cenotaph. After the unveiling of the Cenotaph, the cortege was followed by the King, 
the Royal Family and ministers of state to Westminster Abbey.

The casket was borne into the West Nave of the Abbey flanked by a guard of honour of 
one hundred recipients of the Victoria Cross.

The guests of honour were 1,000 widows and mothers, including 100 women chosen 
because they had each lost their husband and all of their sons, and 100 nurses 
wounded or blinded at the Front.

The coffin was then interred in the far western end of the nave, only a few feet from the 
entrance, in soil brought from each of the main battlefields, and covered with a silk pall.

Servicemen from the armed forces stood guard as tens of thousands of mourners filed 
silently past.



Order of Events

8:00pm Public Assembly at the main concourse by Platform 8

8:15pm Parade Assembly

8.20pm Narration

8:30pm Last Post and one minutes silence

The Exhortation:

They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old

Age shall not weary them nor the years condemn

 at the going down of the sun, and in the morning 

We will remember them 

Reveille

8:32 pm Presentation of Wreaths

Disperse

Music played by The Fusilier Association London Corps of Drums

Remembering 1914-18



The Western Front Association

The Western Front Association was formed with the aim of
furthering interest in The Great War of 1914-18.

We also aim to perpetuate the memory, courage and comradeship of
all those who served their countries during that time.

Established in 1980 by noted military historian John Giles,
the Association has grown over the years to some 6,500 members throughout the world.

The Western Front Association
understanding the Great War 1914-18: explore | learn | share
www.westernfrontassociation.com
The Western Front Association is a registered charity, no 298365

Patron
Col (Rtd) Terry Cave CBE

President 
Professor Peter Simkins MBE, FRHistS

Vice Presidents
André Coilliot 

Dr John Bourne BA PhD FRHistS 
The Burgomaster of Ypres 

The Mayor of Albert 
Lt Col (rtd) Graham Parker OBE

Professor Gary Sheffield BA MA PhD FRHistS
Lt Col (rtd) Christopher Pugsley DPhil FRHistS

General (rtd) the Lord Richard Dannat GCB CBE MC DL
Dr Roger Lee PhD jssc

Chairman 
Bob Paterson BA MA

Victoria Station WFA London Committee Co-ordinator
for 2014: Michael Jackson, tel: 01895 475540; 07711 509501

London Branch email: londonwfabranch@gmail.com
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Founded by John Giles
Inaugurated 11 November 1980

WFA London Branch Chair
Neil Bright, email: londonwfabranch@gmail.com


