Meetings & Other News

GROWTH

Welcore to all those who have recently joined
the Bratch. Your arrival brings the membership
to 86 compared to 70 at the end of Apnl this year.
Tt you would like copies of previons issnes of the
Newsletter, please contact the Editor,

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

Branch members were well represented in the
parade, which was under the directon of owr
Parade Matshall, RSM Harrald, T.ed by the ATC
Band, ow and other ex-service greups headed by
their Standards, were followed by coniingents
fiom the ACF, A1C, other vouth orpanisations
and civilian services. The march to and from the
church was qoite impressive. After the chuich
service the parade was joined in the Town Squarc
by civic dignitaries and others for the Wreath
Laying at the Meworial .

F1-11-11

It was encouraging to sse that the Roval RBritish
Legiom call o ohserve the 2-minutes silenice was
so well respected by the local commmunity.

Armiglice [y was aiso the occasion for the
laving, of waeathes on the World War I Mermorzal
Gates and at the new mcinorial in Welland Park.

REMINDERS

If vou have not yet paid your Subscription,
pleass do so promptly.

The Pilgrimsages Departacnt video can be bor-
rowed fr viewing at home. Contact the Editor
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Annual General Meeting
Spm Thnwsday, 281k November

To those members for whom this 15 the first
notification of the date, we apologise for not
mentioning i 10 the last Issue. Although the meeting

may be only a couple of davs away, we do hope that

yvou will be able to attend. Tncidentally, it will be
held in the ground fleor function room in the
Conservative Club bmildmg, so the stans will not be
a problem.

The AGM is your opportunity to influence the way
vour Branch is run. either by being elected to Gffice
yvoursel or by helping to elect fhose whom you
regard as suitsble, If you wish to nominate someone
for an Office, you must get thar person's approval,

Meetings |

Regular meetings are}
theld on the Second:
‘Thursday of each
month at 8 prm in the:
Conservative Clubi ‘
{Bullding, Fairfielg: :
{Road, Market Harbor- :
‘ough. normally i the:

upstairs lounge {there!

isno Ry, :

‘The meeting on 12th;

December will be:

Hfollowed by a Buffel; ;
80 making this a pre-| [
(Christmas  social;

;occasion. We hops to:

‘see you there. :
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Editorial

hMuch has happened sirice the last Issue - a
wonderfully  successful  Poppy  Appeal.
Femembrance Sunday, the TFestival of
Remembrance al the de Montforl Hall, rehearsals
and preparations by our Standard Bearers,
midright oil burning by owr Treaswer and
Secretary preparing for the AGM and memorable
holidays for at least two of our members. These
pages putyoi Fn Tosechwith all these mattets.

Alsa, since the September edilion, our President,
Peter Wilsom, has been it Happily, he 1s much
better, snd, indeed was shie to take on some of his
Poppy Appeal Organiser dmies (but see page 3
However, he i5 still awaiting necessary surzery,
Oenr bt wishes, Peter. Let us hape the medics
quickly getvou back to full health and sirength,

Ag this will be the last Newsletter of the year, |
would like to thank vou for the support and
encouragement you have given mo since this
ventore started. May you and yours enjoy a

HAPPY
CHRISTMAS

SPIREMEAD GUOLDEN FRINGE

LNEON FLaG BLUE PAMEL

4 GOLD PANEL BLUE FANEL

R.D.JEACOCK & SONS LTD.

Estabfished 1355

20 Coventry Rd,, Mkt Haborough Tel: 1868 483042

TV - VIDED - RODH - A K

Authorised Moin Dealers for

SONY
ROBERTS

tassel  [Our Branch Standard Bearer,
: George Fleming, has prepared
i these notes largely from extracts
trom the R B L "Handbook for
Ceremomal & Senvices” and
from the Lsicesterstitve Official
Handbook, 159596

FRANK GILBERT'S

forall your

HOUSEHOLD ESSENTIALS

HOUSEWARE &
COOKWARE

Specialists

S5CGHIGH 5T, MARKET HARBOROUGH
Tel: 01858462148

Donations buy New Stcindoared

B - 4
APEACEFVL
NEWYVYEAR
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A most generoas £500 from Mrs M Davis & £23
from the Carnival Comrmittes bave been received
spectfcally for the Standard, fully covering its cost
andl that of the aceessores.

The standard cannot be used or displayed uniil it has
been dedicated. Ft is proposed that this should be
done during the Branch 75th Anniversary celebra-
tions, next Spring.
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PETFOODS &
GARDEN SUPPLIES

WEEP J. E.MARTIN
o

. i  MKT HARBOROUGH
ss g}__',-n,rf" Tel: 01858 462751

i ¢ Wesupport

WYs The Royal British Legion
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The Royal British Legion
Branch Standard

BACKGROUND

The Standard. originally designed in 1923 by
Colotel E. C. Heath, the first (General Secretary
of the Legion, was to be looked upon as the
rallying potat of a Branch and as a constant
symbolic reminder 1o Members of the Legion’s
maoito “Service not Self”.

SIGNTFICANCE
Immediately after the dedication of a standard
the following declaration is made,
D would remind you thot these stomdavds are
no mere flaps of silk or bunting, but rather
are they sacred emblemy winch have beem
solemndy dedicated in ample form.
Hencath thelr joldy ol poor ond distressed
brothers-in-arms may seek solace and relief
frowm their afflictions.
Our standards ave all of like desion v
erblems of brotherhood and equality.
Mary have lain i fhe sacred dust of the
battlefields of the Fmpive,

WHAT THE DESIGN REPRESENTS
Each element of the standard symbolises some
aspect of the spirit of the Legion,

The Spirehead should remind us of the piilar of
Nlarmes or the finger pointing to Heaven in the
same way as the spire of a church,

The Union Flag symbohses the great epics of
chivalry iu British history in the crosses of

5t. George. ihe Patron of Fighting Men

St Andrew. a discipie of Chnst

St Pairick. the first Christian missionary
to 1his coumiry.
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The Blue Panet js to remind us of the gatlant
souls who have passed on bencath the deep
water or in the air.

The (Gold Pangl represents those shininge
warniors who sanctifigd by service, have
passed unsullied to the Throne of Grace,

The Tassels remind us of the beaitming and end
of life and the Cord, the golden line along
which all pood Legionnares should pass
during their brief sojourn on sarth,

The Golden Fringe is the frame within which
we are bound in one preat Brotherthood.

Together, these elements of the design of our
standard are’ meamt 10 represent the ideal of
Service to GOD. QUEEN and COUNTRY,

PENNANTS, HONOURS AND DRAPES
There are various additions which can be made to
a Branch Standard.

5Cth Anniversary Pennant for a Branch which
has been In continuous existence for 5O years.
The formation and anniversary wears are
inprinted in gold on a roval blue streamer.

75th Anniversary Pennant is similar bul is in
gold with royal blue fipures Qur branch
qualities for this pennasnt next vear.

Serolls and Stars are added to denote that 2
Branch has received certain awards.
The Scroll tor the Haig or Lister Cips and the
Certificate of Merit Star ae placed on the
lower pamwel,
The Jellicos Cup Seroll and the Jellicoe
Shield Certificate Star go on the upper panet.

The Mourning Drape, used at funersls or
memaorial services, is a black band tied In a
bow just below the spike at the head of the
pole.
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Festival of Remembrance
By Tom Ashmore

The Anrual Festival of the Roval British Legion,
Leicesiershire Connty, was hold in Lelcester at
the de Montfort Hall on  Saweday, 2nd
Novernber. Twenty three people availed
themselves of the coach which the Branch
provided althoush thete were fewer members
thap non-members.

The firsl part of the programme was The Muster,
starting with the entry of the Standards, that of
the County being carried by John Cox and of the
Branch by George Fleming. They were [ollowed
on to a tiered stape by representatives of youdh
organisations, pre-sarvice mits, civihian services,
military units and War veterans includutg two
very sprightly Chelsea PPensioners.

Mext there was an interfude of hight entertainment
by The Batchelors.

The third part of the Festival, was the Service of
Thanksgiving and Rededicanon in which the
address was given by the Bishop of Leicester.
Yrcaths were laid at a replica of the Cenotaph,
“Sumget” was plaved, the Last Post sonndad and

~the Act of Remembrance recited Poppy petals

fell during the two minutes silence.

Although on g smaller scale, one was reminded
af the Festvel which we see on TV from the
Royal Adbert Hall. This was the Frst time that 1
had attended and [ found the way in which the
wholg event was conducled, impressive and
roving,
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Poppy Appeal 1996
by Dick Fulford

In issue 3 of Fm Towch Petor Wilson gave an
insight to his duties as Poppy Appeal Organiser,
His order was seut in Ily aed all material amived
at the end of October on the very day thal he
untortenalely ended up in Kettering Hospital. So
Renie & T, as his assistants, with the help of
hardworking members of our Branch, went about
amanging for the 1996 collections and sales.

By 28th October some 189 travs and colleciing
boxes had been disttibuted to 162 ondets in
Market Harboroush snd the Bowdens. Ken
Stmpson amanged the collections at 40 village
pudlels in our Area inclnding those which were
part of the old Welland Valley Branch, where he
Brad the able assistance of WMaurico Stanton of
dedhonrne.

This yvear we were blessed with a much bigger
armmy of volunteers, many of thetn non members,
who knocked on doors of most of the houses
the arca  during  the formight  befoure
Remembrance Day and on the 8th & Sih
November rattled boxes in the town centre.

Ag g resoll these collectors raitsed £3654 which is
a 35% increase over the £2700 collected last
vear. My pratetid thanks to each one.

We have always relied upon the cooperation of
buginess houses who, by accepting travs of
poppies, accoun! for a great deal of our revenue.
This year 74 outlets raised £2 160; last year's total
was £1547 a 40% increase.

Churches, Hospitals, Clubs, Schools and other
public bodies raised £636 this vear.
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My letter which appeared, appropriately, on I1th
November in the Mercury, resulted in phone calis
from four people who knew one or ollier of the
tw soldicrs [ had named.

A Mr Bill Coblay of Syston, said that he had
been in & comvoy of vehicles retraating soath
down Malaya when it was attacked by Japanese
planes. Percy Pargiter was one of the drivers and
was killed. Cobley cscaped but was later taken
prisoner, eventuatly being send to Japan. A pre-

war friend of Pargiter. Mr Rupert Such who sull

lives in Kibworth, told me something of the
young man and his unsilenced motor cvcle, More
background came from a M Mason who was a
Mend of Pargiter’s mother and whose hushand

worked ar Kabworth Gas Works as did Peroy.

The call from a Mr Stan Hodges from Coalville
was paricotaly interesting. He, too, had beon in
the 1st Battalion of the Leivestershires in Malaya
and im 1983 had retoroed with a pilgimage of
fellow veterans. Like me he had been intrigued at
the lone War Grave in the Civil comotery at
Taiping, On his return, in tying to frace Percy’s
relatives, he localed Mrs Mason, the family
friend, and gave her a photograph of the grave.

Mr Hodges was alse able to tell me dhat my
namesake, Tommy Ashmore, had been a repnlar
soldier, Lle alse knew of a Cyril Ashimore also in
the same Regiment, Whether they would have
boen distant relatives I still do not knaw,

My visits to Malaysta, haviey friends and family
living there and these echoes fiom the past have
aroused a wish to know mote of the country
before independence. If you served or visited
there, please give me a ¢all on M H 433108,
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‘The Three Swans _Hotel
A uniqus superbly renovated 506 year ald coaching inn
The perfect visiting place...

% idell for a romfertabls suvemighs pauring 3Cop - even better
fora longes stay.

* Morning coffee, hinches sid szas in eitker the Congetvatony
or Lounge Ear, with caurnyard Jining this senmer,

# Llzgan: slbver pervice vestulran: awardes AA roretce boc
good fwod and wine.

# Astmactive funetiun ronma and pobvate dining cooms for
meszings aed celebrationa. :

High Seeeer, Macket Hatboraggh, Deics LE1S #H) e——1 -

;

& ThoaeOT858 466644 Fuy 01958 433101 &

Calt George Fleming on M H 482711 aker Bpm &

B SR T e,

% Official REL Hews fot Sale

Members' Tics from £6.00
Badges {various) £2.50
Blazer Badpes from £500
VI Day Mugs £150 &
1997 Pocket Diaries £2.75

Service and Products
designed for YOU

ik
HARBOROUGH

BLILCAMG SCCIETT
"Tradiziony valyes ir u chasgiod warld
Welland Honse, The Squars,
Markel Harborough, Leics, LE16 TPD.
Tel: [{11868) 463244

Fdernbar af the Eatdng Secketes Asgotisbon
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Quite a Shock

It camg as Quite a shosk to see my name on that
gravestone on the other side of the woild. The
imscription read

BURIED NEAR THIS SPOT

4837398 PRIVATE
T. ASHMORE
THE LEICESTERSHIRE REGIMENT
18T JANLARY 1942 AGE 23

Before my wife and | Ich for our holiday in
Malaysia, 1 had asked the R B L Pilgnmages
Depariment for the location of War Graves
Cemeteries in that coumry. From the detaited
mformation they sent me, T found that there was
ong al Taping, towards the north of the country
and some 60 tmiles south of the home of fricuds
we hoped to visil. Incidentally, the operations in
which John Cox was involved in 1952/54 were in
this area.

We did stay with these friends and they kindly
drove us to Taiping, a delightiul old town where
formerly thers was a pormanent British gamison.
1t 13 now the base for a nunber of units of the
Malaysian Army.

The War Cemctery has pearly 900 graves of
Service personuel, abowt balf of whoin were from
the United Kingdom and most of the others from
1ndivided India. The cemetery is in & beautiful
locatton on the ourskirts of the town with forest
covered hills 10 the souwth znd emst. It is
impuaculately maintained with ateactive trees and
shmbs, closely (ritmned lawns and flowers
around each grave.
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Whilst we were there four gardeners were at
work. Through owr Malaysian friend, 1 thanked
cach of themn and their superintendent for looking
after the cetnetery with so much care,

‘The Pilgrimages Department informaton gave
the name of 2 man from Kibworth, Private
Percival Willkun Parpiter, The Leicestershire
Regt., who died on 17th December, 194]. He
was the son of Mildred Lilian Pargiter. Does
anyone know whether any member of the family
sill Hve in the arga? Strangely, his was the only
Var Grave mm a civil cemetery in Taiping.

My wife and I also went to see the War Graves
near the capital, Kuala Lampur. They are in an
enclosed section of a very large civil cemetery, In
addifion to the 137 graves of those who died
dung World War T, thare are those of many
Service personmel who lost their lives during the
troublesosne years that followed.

Looking, at the graves. | was struck by the
nunber commemorating  soidiers from  the
Leicestershure Regiment. With this in mind, |
wrote w the editors of the Harborongh Mait and
Leicester Mercury, reassuring refatives of those
who died in Malaya, that the graves and
ceineteries are looked after wilh such care. 1
would be happy to show any relslives the
photographs which | took.

The dedication of the War Graves Commission

angd their local staff will epsure that in the words
on rhe simple memorial at Taiping,

THEIRE NAMELIVETH
FOR EVERMORE
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5o the total for the town 15 £6470 which is & 30%
increase over last vear. The villages have shown
an incigase of 25%, fiom £1167 in 1995 1o
£1480 this vear, the two “Greats™, Bowden &
Eastor doing paticularly well.

Becanse of the generosity of alt concerned, alt of
this money has been raised withowt any
deductions for sxponses.

When Church collections, money from wreaths
and donations {inclnding £300 that NMembers
agreed should come from the Branch Welfare
Fund), are eventually recerved, it is estimated that
over £9600 will have been raised Wonderful.
And for what a good cause!

Thank you Dick for recording the highly
stecessfial achievements of all those mvolved in
helping o further the work af the Royal British
Fegion. What i5 so clear s the wemendous
support and respect for our Legion shown by the
general public.

You peferved tu the cooperation received from
“business houses”, bt permit me o single ot
Jor parficular mention the traders in the town's
Mavrket Hall. it was they who paid the rent for
the stall which for twe davs atiracied so mich
atiention fard produced heavy coflecting boxes),
The maders gave us their generous suppov, we
should give them ours,

Finglty, and firmly wearing my editorial hat, |
Jeel sure that the readers of Tn Touch, your
Jellow Branch members, would wisk me to say,
“Renie and Dick, you've done a Grapd Job "

Fditor.
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The Soft Under-belly?
By Bemard Llalsall

It was June 1942 and North Adrica was in Allied
hands. At a watering point near Mascara in
Abgeria, about 120 miles inland from Oran, we
mel up with over 160 wooden crates. each of
which contained a WACO Glider, an American
product which none of us had seen before. We
had to assemble these cratt, and then, towed by
. 5. Dakotas, we each had a very few flights,
and no more than two of them at night orying to
get familiar with the glider,

Within three weeks we were to embark on the
first ever mass flight of gliders by the Allies, s
600 mite flight over the Atlas Mountains, flving
at 9000 feet fo land near Souse in Tunisia.
Severe wrbulence was expenienced over the
mountzsing snd the heat in the cockpit was
extreme. The flight took over four and a half
hours and was by far the Jonpest THaht any of us
had done. Abowot ten gliders failed to make the
1l trip.

s"\-\.___. o . 2 II\ ‘.\\
; SPAW ~JTALY,
L sioy [/
_/,-"" k““"""__»l_' T e SRR SYRACUSE

i i T ﬁli !

' MASGARA i Em,ﬁg‘_ U MALTA
MOROCCO i —
! o meer NS

e \ o LBYA_

We had just over a week to study pimtc-graphs
and for all the other activities in preparation for
the attack, culminating in & Chuwrch Sexvice on
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the edge of an olive grove. The 1st Air Landing
Brigade which comprised aboul 1250 men, flying
m 130 gliders was to land on Sicily, in darkness,
aboul § hours before and 25 miles ahead of the
main assauit by the Sth Army. Tlis would be the
first return to European soil by the Allies since
Dhemliirle. ‘The objective was fo land new to and
then io capture by midnight, the Ponte Grande, a
bridge over both a nver and a canal, just south of
Syracuse. During the might we were to occupy
Syracuse town which the Bth Army units would
reach before 11am.

I was aithorne atound 7pm. The pavigationat
plan was elementary. Fly due cast to haklta
round the beams of three searchliphts which
would be pomting vertically upwards, and then
due north to the target. To avoid enemy radar, we
ware to flyv aft under 100 feet for the estmated
fiying time of 4% houwrs!! To muake the flight
even more hair-rassing. a 30mph wind carsed
navigational and stability problems,

Al gbout 11.15pm { saw the coast line (of
BEwrope!) but did not readily recognize it from the
photographs we had been shown. The tug was
anxious to retorn home (the wgs, Hown by the
1.5 ALK, , were mnanmed and unarmoured, even
lacking self-sealing petrol tanks) and as we had
seen tiring on the ground as well as flak coming
up at us, we released a1 aboui 360 feet, At about
250 feet we crossed the shoreline and flow on
o lhe darkness. We hit the first tree of the olive
grove at about E0mph.

Several minutes tater, after we had all regained
comsciousness and gathered ourselves together
{one had a broken leg bul the rest were more or
less alk 17pht), we moved offin the direction of
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the Hrigg. It teok us about four hours to reach the

bridge, picking up siragglers and having to fight
through several enemy positions. One glider had
landed only 20 yards away and had captured the
bidge without difficudty. However, most of the
gliders had been released too ealy and had come
down in the sea, Maty men wore drowned, others
were scattered owver scores off miles, With the
armval of our party there were just 87 of us o
hoid the bridge.

During the rest of the night and throughout the
tnormng the gnemy laonched a serics of vicious
connfer-attacks, Completely swrounded by am
estimated 1000 encayy, and with very fittle ammo
left, the gight survivors fnally surrendered at
about 3pm. About 20 minutes later the fth Army
arrived and their tanks swept over the brdge we
had imanaged to cconpy long enough to prevent it
being destroved.

History had been made that night of the Sth July,
1943, This was the first mass landing by glider
behind eneniy lines by the Allies. Four more
were 1o follow before the end of hostilities,

Bernwrd went on haliday to Sicifv I September this
year, the fivst time ke heod been back in 53 years. {ime
did not allow a visit fo his landing site fthe olive
growe s since been buift o), Buf ke saw e mew
bridoe which hos replaced his aad he dvd go io the
War Groves Cemetery where so momy of bis comrades
are furied amd commemormed, This must ove heen a
Righly emofional expericnce and, on your befudf, |
shanik Bernerd fir recofiimg o seldom vemenbered it
Bistoric prissior. 1 storted ihe asvanfl on wha
Clasrelill called “The Soft Lwder-belly of Furops ™,
{o those who ook pori in the Campaien, thote words
were far frow apt,

Feditine
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