For Your Diary

18 & 19th Sept.  RAFA Wings Appeal
Straet Collection, Please give generousky i
vou can help, ring Jim Llovds (MH 46317 4).

20th Sept, Batile of Britain Sunday.
Market Harborough. Parade assembles at
Old Swirnming Baths at 10.15am.
Service at Parish Church at 10 45am.

20th Sept. Duck Races at Medbourne.
The Lions Cluly fun event with cash prizes.
From 12 noon at the Neviile Arms, Ring Ken
Stimpson {MH S45820) for details.

26th Sept. RAFA Coffee Morning st the
Theatrs.

26th Sept. Open Harborough. The Branch is
"Dper” at the Settling Rooms 10am to 4pm.
Bring your friends for coffee, the displays,
Exhibition and to enter a compatition.

2nd October Anniversary Dinner, MH Goif
Club at 7 for 7.30 pm. Sse notice on pt7.

24th October Festival of Remembrance &
Black Dyke Milis Band at Derngate Theatre,
Ring Box Office (M604-24811 or 32533)

3tet October Festival of Remembrance at
e Montfort Hall, Leicester. Individual
tickets may still be available. To apply, ring
Andrew Marriott {MH 434805)

Tth Novembar Festival of Remembrance at
the Albert Hall - For details or to book ring
Andrew Marriott (MH 434805)

gth November Remembrance Sunday
Farade and Service. Details {ater.

11th November Pauge to Remember. Two
Minutes Silence and Wreath Laying. Details
later.

11th Movember Branch A G M
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75th Anniversary Qinner.
2rd Ootober, 1998,

Applications and payment for tickets and
requests for help with transport, must reach
Tom Jeacock before 25th September,
Call him on MH 4688820
Mote! Dress is "Optignal”,

i.e. Dinner Jacket, Lounge Suit or Blazer,
Medals, if minigtures, rmay be worn,

T

PETFOODS 5

MET HARBORDUGH
Tel: 0iRGH JGTTSE

We support

| month at 7.30 pm in the

Regular mestings are
held on the Secend
Wadnesday of each

downskains Function
Room, Conservative Club
Building, Faifield Read,
Market Harborough.

At the next meeting, on
14ih Oclober, after the
ustal  short  birsingss
sassion, fhere will e a
light buffe! and an cutline
of Branch plans for his
vear's Poppy Appaal
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Editor --  Dhck Iulford
37 Meorthieigh Grove, Market Harhorpugh,
EEIa 9. Tel G1858 431515

Assiatant Editor — Beraard Haluall
22 Welland Court, Stamford Close,
Market Harborough, LEi6 SED.
Tel: 1353 465314




Eelitorial

You may have seen reporwed in the press the
death on 4th September of Michael Hignet,
Chairman of neighbounmg Clipsion Branch. He
was the son of the late Lt Cobl Wignett, the
inuch reverad founer President of our own
Branch. A message of condolence has been sent
to his widow on behall of our mambers,

We have two very different reminders of 1944,
It is appropriate to include in (his 1ssue reference
ta Oosterbeek Church and the Batite of Arnhem
whose anniversary falls in September, The Jight
hearted tale in verse, of a wartime wedding, also
relates to that fatefinl year but, we believe, to the
month of July.

A much trore recent September is referred to in
Andrew Marricit’s Lelter to the Editor, wrilien
no doubt with tonge in cheek and published
with 1o guarantee of accurscv. Hotspur,
however, assures us that his Iaest story 15 quite
authentic.

We are abways pleased 10 receive conmbutions
o In Touch from noo-members and the
“Steange Tale™ by David Reed, makes infriguing
reading.  Jack Stimps:m_. who is a friend of
David, adds a postsceipt which adds to the
miystery. In contrast, we include another of
Jack’s pocmis of the Seasons, “Autwan”™.

[t is encouraging to see that the News and Diavy
pages show that the Branch is still acrively
myvelved not only with i1 own aflairs but also
in the wider community. The tmare we do with
others, the more the Legion gains in respect and
support. Let us maintain the momentun.

Paygsa 1

The Three Swans  Hotel

2 nigus, supeblyrinavated SO0 yasr ol cozshing inn
The perfect visiting place...

# Ldeal fvra romforhle cuetnipht truzng s - even better
for g longer stayy
& iloming coffes, lurchey and tear b either e Conservatary
e Lounge Bar, with courmyare dindeg this anrmmer,

4 Zleganc allver sapuly peotstirant awarded AA mactz for
Feud fead and wine,

& Ariractive ferodion et tnd pifvate dining - rooms for
m::l‘-l-‘l'lgl and 2¢lebmations,

mer=es HIgh Street, blirket Hitbotoogh, Lewns LE18 70| m——

\ Phiooe 01858 466644 Fav (LUBE 4315101 v,

"MOWERS
CROMWELL MOWERS
Gardes Machiwes Specialists
Keiles-Service-Spares
FREE proftasional advice, warmany work

undertakern, all work, guaramesd,
collaction & delivery.

5% discound to REL imembare on

ali purchsson, on production

of mambarstip cand,

33 - 35 St Mary*s Road
Tel: (01858] 467589

The County Jewellers |

WATCH, CLOCK & JEWELLERY
SALES & REPAIRS
OUR SPECIALITY 15 TO CREATL
YOUR OWN DESIGNER JEWELLERY
56 High Street
Market Harborough
Tel: (018583 462773
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R.D.JEACOCK & SONS LTD.

Eslabfiahird 1353

M3 Covanly Ad., Ml Haborcogh T - 01858 462092

1 - VIDED - ANG - Al B

Authorised Main Dealzrs for

SONY

ROBERTS

Panasonic

FRANKGILBERT'S

forsH yvour

HOUSENOLD ESSENTIALS

HOUSEWARE &
COOKWARE
Bpaclalixts

SOHIGH 3T. MARKET HARBOROUGH
Tel: 01258462148

We thank all the
local Businesses
which support us
by paying for
advertising space
in this Newsletter.

Service and Products
designed for YOU

\%l{ﬂ

HATBOROL

Tracitbac] vadoen in b chaogng Wik

Welland Eouse, Tha Soilare,
Market Harborough, Leicx. LEIG 730,

Tel: [MIBES) 463244
Llamber ol by Bulctng Buckeiien Assoviate
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Combined Opo, - A War-time Wededing

Personne] feom Roval Navy, Aroy (R EME), Royal Air Force®

By Joan Ashmore

We got mamied,
When?
When leave was stopped Lo start the new advance
in France,
But Heyl
Hopeful, the bride Lo be, she asked, she said,
“ould T have just a day or twa to wed™
But no, no pleading wordd prevail

aeainst the word of juroped-up, chawvanistic male.

“If you had wanted matimony,
why did vou become a WREN
instead of nesting like a quatified,
kitchen-orjemed hen?”
But kind C O when oo his rounds declared

that four days ieave (compassion) was allowed.

So plans were made
and family rabons were combined
to muke the cake,

Despite the bombing raining down cach mght
that Anderson sholter kept it tight, secure,
until the siven called “All Clem™.
However, just before “the day™
dovwn carne & bomb
the Church door opened very wide,
so wide, inside was then the same as out,
and booked hotel was scattered all abou.
But ucktly for us the law
had changed itz courae & weel or two before,
A new decree was passed in haste-
if duty, bombs or ather things
made difficult exchange of vows and rings,
thett change the place - it not the date,
the War won’t stop so don’t be late.
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We knew we were O K in faw
with Aty C.0.%s signature
tir change the place to tie the knos,
this dide't malter - not g jot.
S0 off to rural Hunts we wem
ieft T.ondon lying - bombed and
bent.
But on the chosen wedding day
the curate then had no ides
that one coutd stop and turn about
the place, the church He had his
doubt.
B, 50 off to Huntingdon he sped
T .sdm, onmotor bike with tvres red.
Meanwhile, the Minister, he
prayed
while conptegation wonderad, glanced around,
then whispered soft behind the hand,
“That London gitl would be delayed.™
Later on the curate came
with paper signed by legal name,
The marriage then, though late, took place,
aflowing time to realise with grace
that wheg the Services unite
they almaost wet it nearly right,
just like we do when we decide
to be that groom or be that bride,

*  Lesve granted as fotlows:-

Bride {Mavy - Senior Service)
Groont {Arny)
Bride's Maid [WRAF &

table tennia partner of M. O 10 days sick leave

4 days compassionate
7 days between courses
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Cancelled Visits. The proposed visit io the
Poppy Factory was cancelled as Great (len
Branch were unable to get sufficient people to
cover the cost of the coach. The same was true
of David Hawke’s plaimed trip to Hastings.

Edinburgh Tattoo, There were 15 in onr
Branch party and we all thought the trip was a
preat success. The comfortable coach, fendly,
helpful driver, good hotel with excellent food,
atl added to the etjovment of the Tattoo itself
which was spectacular, We were members of s
teur advertised and mun by Market Harborough
& District Travel Cleb. Even this commercial
comcem had been unable to fill their coach, nice
for us but hardly profitable for them, These
cases indicate how difficalt it is to sel! enough
seats to keep ticket prices reasonable

Coffee Mornings, The Augost event was
another saccess. It was vun to ruse funds
specifically for the Sir Andrew Martin Trust for
Young People and so it was particularly
pleasing and appropriate to have foar young
cadets, two each from the ACF and the AT
working with the nine Members who were on
duty during the moming. There had been
generons donations of money, and items for the
Raffle, Cake %tall, Books and Cards Stall and
the Tombola. Well over 100 people including a
good number of Branch Members called in and
most werg in generous mood. As a resnli the
‘Trust benefits by £225, an excellent result for
which we have been by the Trustess,

Three coftee memings are planned for 1999
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Branch Luncheons. The Sfff of £.ife at
Mowsley was the venue for the August pet-
together when 15 of us enjoved good food and
compavionship m tls pleasant village pub.
Tony Johnson (MH 440301} would welgome
sugpestions for whete to hold the next lunch. Tie
hopes others will take advantage of this relaxed
way of meehing one another.

The Branch and the Community. The Branch
is becoming more mvohved in local affairs. We
were inviied to aitend the Thsteict Council
Chairman’s Civic Service at Lntterworth on
Sunday, 23rd August when we were represented
by Vice Chairman, Connie Halsall & President,
Peter Wilson. Earlier, our views had been
sought on the proposed Shopmobility Scheme,
and we have been invited to a meeting about a
proposed Commounity bus scheme, and another
abowt the Millenium Celebratdons. Plans for our
part in. Open Harborough have been discussed
with the organser,

Pedal to Paris. No doubt some future issue of
Legion magazine witl report on another success
for tins fund raising evene, but it is pnlikely it
will mention that soon after they arrived in Paris
some of the participants were greeved and
congratalated by two M H branch metabers, 1t
was by pure chance that Joan and Tom Ashmore
were sizhi-seeing when, passing a café, they
noticed parked bicycles bearing 1egion poppies
and peer-drinking young men wearnng tee-shirts
with [ egion logos. By a further coincidince,
one of them had been sponsored by someons
from Market Harborough! There had been some
300 riders and the event was expected to raise
£300,000 in sponsorship, a great achievement,
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Enlistment
v Hotspur

In March 1939 [ reached my 15th barthday, War
seemad inevitable, and as 1 had done some time
with the local Cadets, | decided to ry 1o join the
citv T. A. Regiment, which was atfiliaied to the
glamorous Queens Cwn Cameron Highlanders,
kilts azd all! -

50 1 1eported to the locat recrutting office, and
after a few gquestions and answers with the
Sergeant [ was given a guestionngire Lo
complele, This form was a good foolscap in
size. and seemed to reflect in some way the size
of my problem of getiing into this T. A
Repiment. But 1 was able evenmally 1o
complete Al oy answers - except one.

“ Have you any property in Scotlend?”

The trathfal answer would be, “No", of course
! had no property anywhere, Ict alone in the
Hightands. Would this prajudice my chances?
Should 1 put down a false answer? Was I
destimed w  be a  Bevin  Boy?

The prospect of marching through the city
centie do the tallway station, route w T A,
camp, with tixed bayonets and wearing the kilt,
seemed to be fading. Afier a sleepless night 1
decided I wonld offer my honesty agmnst my
lack of property and, armed with my application
form reported to the CSM at the Dinill
Hall the {oltowing naght,

‘The CSM the was a tram driver during
the day) carefully scomtivised my
application form, put it down on the
table. looked sirmight at me for a
second or two and asked, “Have you
any propetty i Scottand. boy?™. “No
5ir”. T replied. He looked hard at me
again. “Have vou got another pair of
trousers?, Yl have, 5i7, 1 answered,
completely perplexed. “Right boy™, the
CSM pronomeed. © You ke those trousers.
tomorrow morning, for cleaning st Pulfars of
Perth in Castle Street. Now boy., put ves io
question 157, T wag inlt
Znd Bn. Liverpool Scotlish, Queens Own
Cameron Highlanders. No. 2830957,

Autumn

Today the leaves began to fall

and 1 heard the huntsman's distant call.

The merning misl crept stealthily away
like a shost from the might traveliing into day.

The Pampas dance gently in the breeze
displaying their beaury with consummate ease.
The last Pose of Sunumer sill stands to remind
of the heauty to come when Spring is behind,

Clurysanbereums are each showing jis lovely head
and so all in the garden is not yet dead,

standing proud and erect with their tnany faces.

bt of course there are still the Michaelmas Dajses

Blackberrics slisten in the early morning dew
wiiting o be gamered by the discerning fewr
Hips and haws paint the hedges a2 glowing red

MNature's bounty for the Winter ahead.

AMushrooms appear as f by chance;
Platforms for the farnes on which to dance.
Swallows dive around making ready to leave
and depart from that nest jest under the eave,
The Squirrels are chasing backward and foraard
wrathering mts for their wiater hoard,
bur where will the rest of the wildlife oo?
I do not knowd | do not ko

J. B, Sfimpson 20th Defober, 1997,
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fLetier to the Editor

From
BRANCH SECRETARY: Mr. & W Mammiott

Drenr Sir,

LOST TRAILS,
1 first roet 24720KFS Apprentice Tradesman,
O YEW on the wain, to the Aoy Apprentice
Coliege, Chepstow, TU was Tucsday 1Tih
September 1985, We boarded at Birmingham
New street and telked about our mew
adventure, At the tender age of 163 we were
excited abont serving our Country, learning a
new wade and leaving home We had wot w
experience the feeling of impending doom as
duill Sergeants and Sergeant Majors shouted at
us, although as had been proved at the medieal,
our heaning was in excellent condition.

Once af the camp we parted 1o our respective
Companies. It was six or more months laier
when we met again in the NAAFE and we
lalked of our recent activittes. it was then that he
told me his family had served i all four
Services. I say four Services as we include the
Merchant Navy. Bis family has served in the
Ay and Navy for hundreds of vears, going
back to Walerloo, bt the Axr Foree was a bit
new o the famity, As we walked back from the
NAAF] an RP Corporal screamed “Oh yew,
stand still'™ What had we done wrong? I was
Just about to ask Of but he'd varshed, so 1 got
the wrath of the Corporal for baving my hands
in my pockets and a show parade the following
raght mm works dress. '

The next tme we met was at Bessbrooke Mill in

South Armagh on the landing pad. we were both

wainng for a helicopter. Of was off to do some
Page 8
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plombing, | was retuming to my troop after
surnmer [eave, It was a lovely summer's day, s
we decided to do 2 spot of sunbatling.
Suddenly the peace was broken, not by the IRA,
but a Sergeant Major bellowing,
“Oi Yew”| By the time T was on
rv [eet, shimt on, beret on, Gi
had cleaved off. 1 stood alone
with this Sergeant Major’s face
nose to nose with mine, Atter
1ots of “vew "omble httle man
and az a Lance Corporal yew
sionld know betler”, [was
awarded ? extra duties.

The third snd tingl tirme we met was in Berlin,
for the Oueens Birthday Parade. Tt was then that
I foond o, a lok about his funily, mainly the
females.

That was 50 veats aga, Do any of vour readers
knony hite, or pechaps served with 2 member of
his family? T-wonld like to hear any stortes they
may have.

Yours Sincerely

ey THamistt,

MrB . His & Hers
Hadr Fashions

14 St. Mary's Road
Market Harborough

Tel; (B1858) 464308
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
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The Church near “a Bridge too Far'

Eartier this year, John Thlks visited Qosterbeek
and bronght back a booklet produced for the
visttors to the Church sub-titled “An impression
of the September days of 1944, John has since
been in correspondence with Mr Kardol,
Secretary to the Council of {hurch Wardens,
whe has kindly agreed to allow as to reproduce
extracis which would be of interest to our
mebers. He algo sent John a Programmne of the
S4th Commemoration of the Battle of Arvhem
tadang place from 17th to 20th September, and
pictures including one of the danaged Church
taken in Spring 1945,

The Battle of Amhem evokes different reactions
in different people. Tt has becn the subject of
many books written with varving degregs of
mpartiality but the Little publicaion has a
simple guthenticity which makes fascinabny
reading. A few passages illustrate thas.

On Sunday, September 17th 1944, a fow miles
o {he west of Costerbeek, thousands of
gliderboume troops with the heavier equipment
ars flown in by hundreds of gliders, and
thousands of paratroopers are diopped. .. The
civilians are watching the landings and they
can hardly belisve that the hour of their
{ibaration has struck........The ring of viclence is
claging in on the area around the Old Church
Mr & Mrs Ter Horst live in what used to be the
Vicarage, next to the church, and in their house
& Regimental Aid Post is estabiished.. .. there is
orly one miltary doctor., some orderlies and
Mrs Ter Horst and her young children. ...

A special leaftes with firther, more exiensive extracts
wiil be available to members, later. Ring the Editor if
vou wish vo have a copy.
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A Strange Tale
By Dgvid J Reed

My son lap is now 32 years old and this
ocogrence happencd for the first time when be
was about seven or eight. He was in his
bedroom early one November evening playing
on the floor with his train set My daughter
Cavobine who was about eighteen at the time
was sitting al her dresging 1able i her badroom.,
Bath bedrooms doors were standing open,

Tam looked up from s tran set to see a man
gtanding on the step ko his bedroom Iooking at
him. Ian was startled but 2t that point was not
actually fiightened, thinking that one of the
Fapualy was with bitn. The man smuled, tumed
on the step and walied out of the door. [an ran
through to Caroline’s room saving, © Did you
see that man?” Caroline lavghed and sad, “0r0
course 1 did. Tt was [ad”. Fan emd, “No it
wasn't. Dad’s up the parden sawing wood.”

Hoth children came tunning downstairs to their
moihier who was 10 the kitchen. Janet called me
from outside and T came m and searched the
house hut of conrse nobody was there. After a
while things got back to normal.

Tt was about a month later that T asked Tan whag
the man was wearing. He said it was an old
fashioned uniform of a soldier with bwo rows of
butrons o1t hig tunic, This caused my wife and 1
o sit up and 1ake notice,

At this point another tale stants.

Tn April 1840 a Captain De Vere Caldwell was

staying in Little Bowden with his relative a Mrs.

Hannsk Brown who we know lived im this

honse hecanse her naine 15 on the old deeds, The
Page &

Captain had ndden out to Brixworth to wisit
fiends aod on the way had stopped off at
Lamport Hall to attend a party. Having had a
little too nuch to drink be climbed wp one of
" #.,  the stone gate pillars on

T4 0¥ each of which sits a swan
~ o made of cast fron. The
Y * swan hrole off and the
1 captain fell, the beak going
. through his chest. He was

T Coput in g carvape and
7 P - £

T=0 0 --==77 brought to Little Bowden
where the nearest doctor Hived. He died duing

the night. His grave is in Little Bowden Churcl.

vard.

lan has “seen” the “Captain™ on about three
occasions over lhe years and has recently
become guite interesied in him, He rang Army
Records in London to ask for any informaton
on him snd was told that he died m Ceylon and
wag huried there in a military cemetery, My son
tofd them he was in Little Bowdes Churchyard.
After a minute or two of “Oh, No he isn't”,
“Oh, Yes he 157, the conversation ended 1o
stalemate.

The guestion is why i1s be not buned at the
farily home which is in Nodolk and why have
the Army got it wrong?

Our house is very old and appears on 4 map
dated 1698, the oldest we oo find.

David Reed wrote this story for Fm Towuch at
the request of his friend. our Tur Llangton
mamber, Jack Stimpson who adds the following
Postseript,

lan was watching TV one uight (he was then a
teenager) and David and Janet went o0 bed.
Some time later David awoke and saw the
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downstairs light was still on so got np and went
downstairs. He found lan in the kicher sitting
onn a chair {0 watch TV with a small Jack
Russell terier on his Jap. He looked wvery
frightened and David said “What™s wrong?”. lan
said he had gone upstairs to bed and found the
game mate sending in the same spot at which
point he fled downstairs and switched on alt the
lights and that is as David found him.

Over the years David and Fanet have had three
dogs none of which would go upstairs without
someon¢ being with them and in froat going up
andd behind them coming down.

The tombstong m Ligle Bowder Churchyarnd
carries the inscripbon. “Captain De  Vere
Caldwell, Regiment of Light Infantry, died 3th
April, 13407,

Lhe Northompton Mercury of 18tk Apnl, 1840,
wponed “Caplaw Caldwell, a nephew of Si
Justinian Tsham, expired at the residence of Mr.
Brown of Likle Bowden, on Wednesday wesk.
P Captain  Cabdwell obtained his
COmTisEion cmly ini February last™

CHINA and GLASSHARE SPECIALISTS

WHITEMORES
oppevifd tie Perizk Charch gnd (8dF Gramemer Scioea)
Market Harbarough

Phone 4629405

Wedgewond * Avosley * Crowa Derbry
Dovkion + Edadro/Nao = Casthness (ilass
Swarovekl Crystal = Mesons {ronstons
Roval Scot Crystal » Liltiput Cottages
Cralpor = Portmeirion
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