For Your Diary

18th July Branch Coffee Marming st
the Harborough Theatre 9320 - 12.00. Bring
your friends for a “cuppa®, the Tombala and
the Cake Stal.

28th July Branch Committee Meeting

8th August  RMNA Bric-a-Brac Stall at
Market Harborough Market Hall. Bargains
from the Sea-chests?

9th August  Trip to Hastings {see p17}

1tth August War Pensioners’ Outing
{see p4 for deatils)

t2th August  Branch Meeting and a Talk by
Mark Hudson, the *Peace-time” sailor, thay
csllad an Electrician’

16-18th Aug. Edinburgh Tattoo Visit
A few places may still be available. Ring
Tom Jeacock {MH 46868291 for dataiis.

29th August  Branch Coffee Morning at
the Harborouwgh Theatre. Includes & Bric-a-
Brac Stall

2nd Sept. Visit o RBL Poppy Factory
Se&8 p? - Early booking essential !
20th Sept. Battle of Britain Parade &

Service, Leicester. Details in August issus
of In Towch, Too.

2nd October  Anitiversary Dinner -Ring
Tom Jeacock (MH 4568829} to book,

24th October Fesiival of Remembrance &
Black Dyke Mills Band at Demgate Theatrs.
Fing John Cox {MH434583) ABAP to book,

31sf October Festival of Rermembrance at
De Montfort Hall, Leicester, Details later.

7th Novermber Festival of Remembrance st
the Atbert Hall - For details ar to book ring
Andrew Marriolt {MH 434805}
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David Hawke runs T.AC.T.. Trios and Charity
Towrs, to raise money far local worthy causes.
His trip on Sunday, %th August is to

HASTINGS tirs camival Week).
Depart MH Market Hall 7.45am,
back by 7.45pm. Cost £8.00,

Ring Dawvid on MH 46193 for datails,
Please support this hard working fellow
Eranch member, who has promised another

donatfon to Branch funds,

M:rB His & Hers
Hair Fashions

14 5t Mary's Road
Market Harborough

Tel: (01858} 464708
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

: _hTeeﬁngs

Reguiar  meatings  are
held on the Seeond
Wednesday of each
month at 7.30 pm in the
dovinstairs Funation
Hoom, Conservaltive Club
Building, Fairield Road,
Market Harborouqh,

At the next mesting, on
12th August, after the
usuaf  shot  business
session, Mark  Hudson
wilf talk about his unusual
career in the “Feace-
time™ Hoyal Mayy {baing
imindiul of the Official
Secrats Actl. Do comel]
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Foditorial

In our 12th Tssue we asked ift T Touch was
appreciated by readers. Subsequent response has
been heartening for it appears that it is cettainly

being vead and judging from the lack of

criticism there is little wrong with itl The

Editors, however,
would always
welcome comments,
good or oot so
good, s¢ keep 1in
touch.

There follows

another lipght hearted

story from “Hotspur™ which should produce a
chuckle. His materal is so popular, but why
does he us that nom de plome? Webster™s
dictionary says Hotspur is “a rash, hot headed
man”! He certainly isn't!

The 1998 visit of our town's A T.C, Squadron
to Ypres and the Menin Gale 13 well reeorded
by John Standish and we are sure our members
will be hearteried by his Cadets’ involvement.

This 14th Issue’s “T was there” story is from
Fred Reed - We imapine he would rather not
have been there on that spectat day in Burma.

Whiat a pleasant poem Jack Stmpson has
written for us and it is good to know there are
TOOre 10 COLne.

The very full diary of events amd the items in
the News pages shows that the Branch cectainly
is making propress.

Ficase keep articles and letters conling in. You
have dons really well recently. Thank you alll!

FPage 1

AR ey e o R TR T

e )
The Three Swans Hotel

2 vrtigug, wiperbly snasated 500 year o ppaching inh
The perfect vislting puce...

# deal for 4 cominrrable ovasnight touting 18 4 « dvet better
for & dongar Stay.

* Mooning coffee, luncher and ey edeh 20 - i Consennezory
o Losngr Bet, with o reyard Clidog hid suramer.

4+ Eleganc aibrer 1¢nsece tkatiorant dbmanded Ay wastte for
j,uod and wane.

# Artactive hene Hon rooma and prvas dmm; paom for
IrEennpd A pelehrasone

HI.;.H Stemel, Mharbct I-h:bmuu_;h, Leu:! LE16 F0f
k Phoae Q1BAB 456644 TFac (RE5H 133101 v,

COCK & SONS LTD.

Eslabfinher 1955
20 Covenicy Rd., Mid Hatoraugh Tl 5 (1358 463092

T - YIDEO - AUDIA --K) Fi

Authoresed Main Lealers for

R.D.J

‘J"‘l

Service and Pradu.érs
designed for YOI

I}ﬁ%ﬂﬂﬁﬂ

'ﬁ'llh'l.m.ni- yabuits in & ﬂunpng WOk

| The County Jewellers
WATCH, CLOCK & 1¥WELLERY
SALES & REPAIRS
GUR SPECIALLITY ISTO CREATE
YOUR OWN DESIGHER JEWELLERY
56 High Street
Market Harborough

Tel: {01858) 462773

CROMWELL MOWERS
{arden Machines Specialists
Eales-Service-Speres
FREFE profeisiona! advise, warraniy work
unden sken, ail work guaranteed,
colletiog & delivery,

5% discount 10 RBL members on
ali purchases, on proeduction

- af mambership cand,
33 - 355 Mary's Road
Tel: (01858) 467589

FRANK GILBERT'S

We thank aifi the iocai
Businesses which
suppent us by paying
for adverlising space
in this Newsletier

feor albyour

HOUSEHOLD ESSENTIALS

HOUSEWARE &
COOKWARE

Welland House, The Square, |
Market Haroroogh, Lejcs. LE {6 FPD-
Tl (N]A5E7 469544

i o ok Bl ng Sinieipaiy Al tory
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Specialists

50 HIGH ST MARKETHARBORCUGH
Tel 018584621483
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Navigation
by Hotspur

Far be it for me, who stated omt with the Poor
Blessed [afaniry, and spent most of the next six
years matching from A to B, then back 10 A 10
mention the delicate matter of Navigation, This
subject has been the domain of seafaring men
{fand women) since tine Immemonal. With a
simple glimpse at the sun or some obscure star
they can pinpoint their position with unfailing
accuracy. And dunng this present century this
same art has  been acquired by those who fly
their magnificent machines through, below or
above vast banks of clond. All of which is quite
outside an  infantrvman’s  range  and
comprehension,

And s it wonld have remained for me but for
the mbervention of the Market Harborough
Branch of The Royal British Legion, In their
great wisdom and inventiveness they organised
a2 Cunal Boat wip, snd therefore made it
necessary for one or twe of us 1w adend ihe
Advanced School of Navigabon , and so fidky
equipped to  cope  with {he mwmeroos
Navigational problems thar were to confiont us
“on the day™.

It was whilst on this course (Class N - Canal
Boats) that I learnt that a red light was
indicating the left side - or Port for the
technicalty nunded, whilst & green light
indicated the right-hand side, ot Starboard. I had
always considered these hghts to he pure
decoration, and rtealised how clever the
seafaring people had been, Towards the end of
the course, to help us not confirse onrsetves with
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these various colours, the instuctor gave ns a
little ditty to remember for safcly reasons;
Efrecic g (e, o fo Eed,
Florfest safety ~ g0 akead,
Along with this ditty he issued as with an
explanatory diapram, as illustrated below

PN ER N S ~ -~

R N NS :

LY H :.:

PR PN I -~ N
o~ E ”~
Fal

L o L N

e S T

In this example the nule is Red to Red.

My colleaguss from Market Harborough and
myself were the sole survivors from this course.
With preat foresight we had taken the ditty and
the diagrarmn with us on our “passing - o™ sail,
and we were able to get onto our comect
position on the approach of an oncoming canal
boat. The rest of the course sank and drowned
in & head-on crash. Days later, floating amid the
wreckage they found this ditty written on
Mavigation paper:

ﬁmﬁi.&d‘&dﬁlﬁm
Pall Sgeed adead dwd gr botwene,

RiP
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Newas

Yisit to Poppy Factory. 3ix members have already
accepted the invitation fiom Great Glen Women's
Section to join their trip to Richmond on Wednesday,
2nd September. The cost is £6. Pick-up in ME, time
10 be advised. Four seats remain, To regerve yours
ring Tom Ashmore on MH 433 08 ASAP.

In Touch, a model newsledter! This s the view
expressed by our County President, 1t Col Roffey at
the recent County Half-Year Conference, when he
congratulated Market Harborongh for preducing
such a high quality, readable publication. Both he and
County Chairman Tony Griffith would ke more
branches to produce newsletters and Chairman, Tom
Ashmore had been asked tw talk about our
experience it launching and running this form of
internal communication. Past issucs of T Tenech
and i Towech, Too were made available to those
present. Will other Branches follow our fead?

Qur Prize-winning Internct Web Site.  Mark
Hudson's ceeative desiym has been awarded a prize in
an  interpationsl competition.  When this  was
ammounced at the July Branch meetine members gave
Mark a round of applause and agresd that except
when an athor stated otherwise, any contribution to
In Fouch coutd be published on the web-site (and
in other Legion Neswsletters - suitably credrted),

Trimpet Blowing. It i3 nice to receive an accolade,
bue why should we wait to be told that ours is a good
branch? To encourage sew members to join and to
stay with us, 8 new leaflet has been produced to
portray the branch as active, innovative, caring and
friendly, “Proud of the Past. Ready for the Future”,
Copies were available to the public at the Camival,
are now in the Library and will be at any fumre
events in which the branch is involved. It should also
remind each member why outs is a good branch
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More Praise! It is a great pleasure to be able to
offer ¢ur congratulations to pur friends The
Harborough Band for the honour they received
in being invited to perform on the occasion of
the Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Concert.
They played for two howms whilst the audience
wore arriving for the main concert 50 their music
was heard by 15,000 people!

Twelve Bargees!! The June Branch Luncheon
was very different from previous occasions, For
example, the participants assembled at 8.45am
and eventually dispersed at about 3.45pm! Tony
Johngon, canying an enorinous bag containing
the “In-flight entertaiment” and a large “cool
box™ - the bar, led his 11 passengers and crew
{also laden with bags and boxes) aboard our
floating, DIY bar/restoarant/lounges promenade.
The return vovages fiom Foxton io Fleckney
{through the bomel) and a shont way towards
Harborough, were made without tnajor mishap
but with cries of “Let’s do it again”. Maybe, but
in August it will be lunch at Mowslev. Tony
hopes some members who have not been o one
of his lunches will also join the group. Ring him
{MH $40301) to reserve vour place.

More fun and games, What iz the Branch
coming to? All this light-hearted frivolity - is
this what members of such a respected body as
the RBL shouid be involved in? Well, to judge
bw the attendance at the July meeting and the
relaxed fnendly stmosphere during the buffit,
games and chat session which followed, it is. To
those of you, who in the past, have been been
prt off by long boring meetings, come and try
the even longer but entertaining, enjoyable New
and Improved versions & See the difference!!
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Summep

By J R Stimpson

Summett Ah! Summer! Is here at last
and the vagaries of Spring are now in tha past,
The flowers in the gardens are now in full bleam
and ha airis scentad with their hready perfume.
Thosa sparts that England gave to the workd
ars now in full swing, club banners unfuriad.
Test Matches and Wimbledon bring s to the edae of sur seats
walching the stars periorm their faats.
On Derby Day the crowds congregate on Epsom Down
fo see bale joined for mcing's prestigicus Crown.
Glorious Guodwood and the Royal Ascot meating
whare her Majesty parades for her loyal grecting.
Begattas at Henley for the scullars to show their prowess
Yachting at Cowas Isie of Wight and the Mavy in fulf dress.
Agricultural Shows and Gymkhanas for the Sarming fraternity
for the enjoyment of all who bve in the counlry,
The village fetes with cream teas and competitions galoe
raiing funds for charilies always needing mors,

Housewives devating many haurs
to making cordial from eilerfiowars,
These things | love ko sea
and remamber that they all come free:-

The mingiing of red poppies with the golden eoem
bathed in the warm sunlight of an August morn,
Chestnut blossoms hanging in spicals of red and white
under a canopy of green, such a lovely sighl
The fiekds of briliant yellow raps
spreading all over the June landseape
The shimmering beauty of Quean Anns kece borlering a country
lane
A field of bultercups and daisies after a shower of sumemer rain.
Wild dog-roses decorating the hedgerows in great confusion
The scent of a fiskd of beans growing in profusion
England! This England! There is no other country to which |
would go.

Yes! This | know. This | know.

Our MNaval Correspondent, Bill Cotion remesmbers
The Sailor who Refused to go to Sea

In 1940/41 there was a sailor who fAatly refused 1o
g0 w0 sea. All effonts to lure him to sail with 4 skip
were in vain. Fis name was Able Seaman Nuisance a
Great Crane (dog type). He would travel betiveen
Capetown and Siinonstown by train severs] times a
day greeting all saflgrs on the train. He was not
intevested in anvbody else, st seilors. At niglt he
would "kip" in s own bed in the Saflors Rest in
Capetown. The Navy paid for his keep as he had
been enlisted in the RN, Anyone who had catled a
Capetown at this time of the War will retnerber
Nuisance for the great friend and protector of Navy
men that he was,
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The Gloriowus Firot of June
by Fred Reed

In the vear 1794 our regiment The Worcestershire's
received a baitle honour on June the first,
commemorated each vear by parades and sporting
events, efc,

Burma 1945, gur Battalion the 2nd Worc's was
fighting its way up hilly country, being shelled
constantly by guns which we could not pin point
despite endiess patrols to tind them. Ewven with the
help of the R AT we were unable to find them,

On reaching s polnt up the hills, about 15 miles from
ol objective, which was a place ealled Kalaw, we
tested and were tnformed that the Gurkhas would be
taking over fom us. This was great to hear as it was
always nice to see Johany Gurkhas.

The C.0. came back from Y groups to inform us that
as tomorrow was June the first, we had been
awarded the honour of taking Kalaw.

Az daybresl came and the hear of the sun becams
gtronger we made owr way Our company, 'B’
company, led off up the winding, twisting road
towards Kalaw. [ pot posted to forwand scout,
antictpating with each step that something was soing
to bappen. On turting a cormer, [ came across a large
hole blow in the road. so 7 sent the message back
and was told to hang on as they would be sending up
the Madras Sappers & Miners to repair it,

When they artived all hell broke toose; there we wete
canght in an ambush; there were just three of us
caught around the corper. We made our way partly
down the hill to get some sort of cover, looking for
whete the Aring was coming frony, bui to no avail,
and foo swch movement by us brought on more fire.
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We spent the whole day there. Late afternoon we
could hear a rumble of a tank. Whee the tank arrived
the cornmander told ug to make a dash for it and get
behing the tank and he would escort us to safety.
Unbeknown to us the wircless operator was the other
side of the rogd having taken cover in the hole the
Japs had blowm, As the wireless operator got up to
make a dash, a burst of gun fire caupht him and he
Fell just as the tank twisted to tum around. Fis feal
were caught under the tank tracks and go we dushed
to plek hon up and go behimd the tank, but bis feet
were completely squashed, an unforgettable sight.
Sadly, he died that night On getgng around the
cornes to safety there was the Brigadier and our C.O.
saving, “Good show, we will soon get vou a hot meal
and drink”, {we bad not ezten or drunk all day),

We were told to make our way up the hillside and
dig tn for the night. On getting 10 our position we
were unable to dig i as we had no tools Then I
heard the Serseant shouting, “Hughes and Reed
down the bottom and fetch the fond and deink™
When we got to the bottom we were met by a lone
jeep with 2 can of water, a large tin of bully and four
packets of hard biscuits. So much for 4 kot meal. We
had no

way of opening the bully beef except with our
bayrmets. That night it was cold, very cold. In the
daytime it was very hot but at cortain times of the
vear the nightz could be cold and that night it was,
Ag our supplies did not keep up with us we were
without blankets. We normally carmied them in our
big packs but thiz time they wers to be brought up to
us but they never arrived.

That was a day [ wish to forget - but I cannot, There
is gvery June to Tentnd me.

THE GLORIOUS FIRST (OF ILMNE,
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“War Pensions. A Summary from the Fhe Royal
British Legion™ by the RBL Pensionz Department,
appearad 1 The Pensioner,  a newsletier issued to
those who receive a Service Pension. It stresecs that
anyone who considers that the dissinlicy from which
they continue to suffer is associated with or due to
their service {whether or not in war) in the Armed
Forces of the Crowa is entitled to claim 4 DSS war
pension. The RBL urges all who may be eligihle to
make a claim and provides help and advice through
local Branch Welfire Officers, and the National
LegionLine on 0345 725 725, For more details ring
Ken Purdy, (ME440623). Pleage make this
information available 10 anyone who might benefit.

War Pensigners” Outings are organised by the
Leics. W.P. Welfare Committee for desendng
cases, The next outing 1s to Hatton Country World
on 11th Avgnst. To be considered for a place, ring
Ken Purdy who will submit your same.

" R, a—y

LCHENA vnd GLASNYARE SPECTALISTS

WHITEMORES
spipoite tre Purish Chuyreh aod {0 Cramemar Achoed
Market Harborough
Phoge d6ZFLE

Wedgewood = Aynsley = Crown Derby
Buoalton » Lladro/Nao » Caithness Class
Swargvski Crystal * Masons Ironstone
Raorval Sl Crystal * Lillipat Cotages

Coalped = Bartmeirion

Modern drags are wonderfisl
They enable & wite with poeirnonia

o burse her kushand hrongh .
Pam Brown & Faith Hines
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Youth at the Menin Gate
by Fit Lt John Standish

The Market Harborough  Squadron of the ATC has
visited Ypres for the last two yearg in comjunction
with Lutterwonth RBL and this aricle is based on
this vear’s event.

Departing Market Harborowgh at G100 brs on
Saturday the party errived &t the hostel at 1000 hos in
persistent rain, A shott rest was followed by a last
band practice before leaving for Poperinge where 1he
band was to play through the streets as a prelude to
its tnvolvement in the Carnival the thllowing day.

After the procesdion through the town, the band
assembled vutside the railway station where it took
part n & Sunset Ceremony with members of
Lutterworth RBL. In the esrly evening the band and
RBL zet off for Ypres where they were to play 2 part
tn the Last Post Ceremony performed at The Menia
Gate. The band led & parade of Roval Brtish Lerion
members, teicestershire police and firemer from the
Cloth Hall and as they turned off the main square the
huge Gate stood before them shining white in the
Floadlights.

The band marched into the great arch and the noies
of RAF March Past reverherated round the stone
monument. There followed the short but moving
ceremony of the Last Post after which wreaths were
laid on behalf of Market Harborough Beitish Legion
by Flt Lt Standish, escorted by Fit Lts Liguorish and
Srith, and on behalf of the Squadron by FS Standish
escorted by Sgts Towers and Quinn.

Om the Sunday the pariy visited one of the many war
sives in the area, Hill 62 On this site, held mostly by
Crerman Forces dunng 15t World War, extensive
tumnelling and mining operastons took place and the
hill has been lef 2s it was at the end of the Wai.
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An adjacent musewm contained antefhcts and pictures
of the war and it was hard to imagine that the area
row bounded by woods was omee 2 barren landscape
and a guagmite of roud where hundreds of men had
died

In the afternoon the band took part io the carmival,
more ke Notting IEH Camival than a traditional
Brirish zmall town carnival, The parade takes iwo
hours to pass through the town and every streot is
packed with spectators. Led by "John Bull™ the band
was anc of 50 groups taking part which also included
the "Spice Boys" entry from the The Rewal British
Legion .

After the procession, Poperinge turns into a rigg of

confetti, streamers and foam spray as locals in fancy
dress  costume  tour the streets and  cafes
"entertaining” all and sundry undit oidmgin

On Monday the party visited ¥pres to see in daylight
the Menip Gate and the 50,000 names inscribed. It
was hard to imagme fom icoking round the town
that it was virtually totally destroved during World
War One and that every building ncluding the
impresgive Cloth Hall had
been rebidlt in the 920 to
original designs. The party
also visited the twe largest :
Commonwealth military z?& 'L; S
cemeteries, Tyne Cot
containing  over 12,000
sraves and 2 wall with 35 000
names inscribed of those with
oo knowm  arave, and
Ligienboek  with 1,006
praves.  Before t&avmg
Market Harborough the cadets had idemified 5
graves of local men and relatives of two of the
soldiers had been traced. Cadets placed memorial
crosses on each prave and truppeters from the
Squadron band played the Last Post
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The cadets summed up the weekend:

" T had beard stories from cadets whe went last year
a8 to whea a great weekend it was but T didn't know
what to expect really. I thought the Meoin Gate
Cevemotty was most mpressive”,

"I have plaved in the band for some time now but
nothing had prepared me for the sight of the Menin
(ate and the crowds as we turned into the approach
road. The echo of the music under the arch made it
sound unresl, Something T wilk never forget”

"Wisiang the two cemetenes and secing the
thousands of white gravestones snd the magsive walty
at Tvne Cot brought home to me the reality of the
War and the sacrifices made by others for my
generation, Remenbrance Day will mean that much
more now,"”

"the carnival and social activities were preat. The
hospitality of the local people was incredible and
even the staff joined in all the ™

" Thﬂ ety that sticks with me is the trumpeters
playing Last Poat at the
cemeteries  amd  placing a
cross on the grave of a
soldier from my home town"”.

You will pather from the
quotes that the serions part
of the tnp made a deep
impression on the cadets.

We have given the refatives
copies of photographs taken

at the cemetenies and we are hoping that this trip will

continue each year with cadets placing crosses each
visit. Thank you Marker Harborough Branch for
your support in providing the wreaths and crosses.
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