For Your Doy

28th Mar. Royal Marines Bang Concert at de
Montfort Hall,
Ticket holders please note the
s ieaves the Conservative Club
at 6.30pm shamp.

14th Apr. 7.30pm Branch Meeting. See p17

1st May* Coffee morning at Harborough
Theatre. Offers of help on the day,
of contributions to Cake Stafl,
Tomboka, and Raffie needed.
Please contact Bob England - see
batow for phone

5th May* Coach outing {subject to sufficient
support} to Frogmore Mouse &
Gardens in the private grounds of
Windsor Castle (open to the public
ar oy & days a year). Tickets £13

K imteresied ring Bob England urgentiy,

I2th May Branch Meefing & Hobbies evening.
Bring aleng examples of & hobby or
interest, Prizest

12th Jun* Markat Harborough Camivat. Help
and condributions needead as above.

26th Jun®* Poppy Race Day at Newmarket -
Coach outing - See Pangt on p.17

24th Jul* Coffes Moming

31st ul¥ Royal Tournament - details still
awaited but confact Bob England if
intarested.

Other events will be anncunced when they are

arranged.

* For meve infonmation and with offers of
iredp please cortact Bob England (MH 464288
betwaen 4.30 pm & Bpm)
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Poppy Race Day
NEWMARREY, 26 TH JUNE

Exciting g l"q#
Events

RAF Pofice

Dogs Display %

Unnnnnd

Fran Fall Parachute Steal Emd Muﬂc

Concert by Minden Bond, Guean's Division
Parade of Legion Standarddos
wilth the Mindoen Band

Tickets £19 inciuding Coach fare, and entrance to
Grrandstand & Paddock

To Book Ring MH 464288 (botween 4, 30pm & Spm)

Meetings

Rogular meetings are
eld on the Second
Wednesday of each
month at 7.3 pm in ha
tHownstairs Function
Room, Canservative Ciuk
Buildng, Fairfied Road,
Market Harbarough.

At the nexd mecting, on

14th Apgil, after e usual o
shoit business session, | | 8 E
thare will be 2 Buffetant| | =
Branch aschives will be| | B 2 2
on display. Few sarky| | 2 3 5 B EE
records  exist bul now 5 = = 5 o
they are produced witn; | &0 2 & .2 s
fullere intsrest in mind. R B
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Editorial

The Branch was saddened when ow Hon,
Treasurer and Membership Secretary, Mr
George Fleming announced he was retiring
from the posts he had filled with such
confidence and efficiency for some yems.
Happily George will contione to be our
Standard bearer snd for that we are both
pleased and proud. Meanwhile we thank you
George for your services to the Branch, so
happily and freely given.

Also reqring from the Committee was Mr
Gordon Adnett. Gordon is ong of our longest
serving members and a past Chairman. Gorden
has served on the Comnuttes for a number of
vears and never failed to support ihe variouns
efforls of the branch, fustifiably regarded as Ms
Dependable when any helpers were required
{sometzmes the only helper) we thank vou
Guordon for your staunch supporl.

in the January jssue we published 3 picce by
our repular contribiptor, Mr Bill Cotton headed
“Play the (Game”, and asked f snyone kmew
who had written the posm, Our esteemed
Pregident. Peter Wilsonm rang the Editor on the
day we published, with the answer. Three other
members alzso responded.

The utle of the poem is “In Vitae Lampada™ by
Sir Henry John Newbolt 1862- 1934, Peter also
pointed ont the following “errors”™

Line 1 close shondd start with a capital C
Line§ yetshould read and

Line 7 spoke showd read smode

Shertock Holimes had nothing on Peter!
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The Three Swans Hotel
Flunigue suparbly rencoaed 500 year old coaehing Inn
The perfect vistring place...
# 10eal fo- 7 combostatde cwemndght boming mep - even Sacor
Far nlfungn Fay. .
e o, i e g s s

& Elrrent 2iher tendce resumant arznced AA mosette Far
poad Foed and wine,
* Atiartve Funcror semms and srivats din'ng teoms for
meetingy and celebrations,
—— Figk feet, Madke: Harbarniph, Lales LE16 PR se—vores

. P 185N AGHEAE oo (1 2XE 435201 _

MOWERS
CROMWELL MOWERS
Garden Machines Specialivts
Serkes-Sendee-Spares
FREFE professional sdvice, warramy work
umicitaken, afl work goarantesd,
collection & defivery.

% dizcount 16 REL rpemibars on

all purchasas, on produdion

of membarship carg

33 - 35 S1. Mary's Road
Ted: (01858) 46'7589

The County ]e;eilers

WATCH, CLOCK & [EWELLERY
SALES & REPAIRS
OUR SPECIALITY I8 TO CREATE
YOUR OWN DESIGNER JEWELLERY
56 High Strect
Market Harborough
Tel: (01858) 462773
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R.D.JEACOCK & SONS LTD.

Estabhstied 1955
N Cowenlyy R, 4 Hadorough  Tal : 07858 485052

i - VIDEG - ROGHD - HE H

Auwthorised Main Dealers for

Panasonic

ROBERTS

Wa thank ail the
locat Businesses
which support us
by paying for
advertising space
in this Newsletter.

FRANK GILBERT'S

for all your

HOUSEHOLD ESSENTIALS

HOUSEWARE &
COOKWARE
Spacialists

SO HIGH ST, MARKET HARBOROUGH
Tel: 01858 452145

Service and Products
designed for YOU

Vi

HARBOROUGH
BLAERIG SOCETY

Tralitians] siagn in 3 chenging wirk]

Wellard House, The 3guara,
Markel Hurhomungh, Leics. LEI6 705,

Tol: [AIS58} 465244
baarsls o o s By Tttt Fusooalion
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Ovrerddue Account
by Hotspur

Tn the 1950°s | was a8 Corn Merchant, dealing
with local farmers. sapplving feed for cheir
stiack, selling themn seed corn and fenilisers and
baying their gran. Al of which ipvobhved
considerable capital, providing hittle profit,

I had a customer called Mrs Hazlegreen. She
was the wile of “someone in the city”, living in
a huge house they had converted from two bamns
and outbuildings, once owned by a departed
Farmer, As a pastime Mrs Hazlepreen kept about
130 pigs, and I supplied the food - by the ton.
Some farmers prefemved to pay when the stock
had been sold  at market, With pigs this could
be up to 18 weeks from hirth,

Checidng the accommts one weekend 1 found
Mrs H Was owing £1,704 - 16- 4, poing back
four months. S¢ Monday moming at 2 o'clock I
set Ooff wiilh v
receipt book for

her mansion. Hatspur & Co
Corn Merchants

Afably meeted

and ushered into Reveived with
the “drawing Fleerrthes
rooitn” hrs '

Hazlegreen and 1 iU TR
discussed the £
varions
difficulties of
“cash flow”, delayed payment, pig market
prices and the weather whilst drinking some
very pleasant coflce. At what I considered an
appropriate opportnity T produced myv receipt
book and staded to fix the carbon prior to
filling in the date.
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Ok, said Mrs H., “You will have a small
drink?”, whereupon producing a half pint glass
ard filling it with shemy, lmmediawcty T formed
a plan - drink half the glass in one go, complete
the receipt and tell Mrs H the fill amount
required on the chegue Successfully |
completed part one, but as T fumbled with my
reegipt book, Mrs H. topped up the glass - oy
line of retreat had been blocked.

In mrth I remember liwdle aficr that, except
saying to my esteerned customer aboat one hour
later, “THon™t you worry about the account Mis
Hazlewhite, T wil! call again when it is not go
fopey.” It was with grest difficulty that | drove
the 3 miles back to the office. Luckily it was
hinch time and the office was closed!

Mis Hazlegreen paid next month with no
problems,

e

// Some thoughtos
from the Middie Watch

Iy

More phdosophy from our Naval
Correspondent, Bill Cotton

o Hard work never kifled aryors, dffﬁougﬁ it
seares sopme people fo death,

o You'll never gt dizzy by doing good tirns. §

s Don'l expect pople to see eye & eye with you

i\ if you ok down o thens. /

ian
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Newo

Social Committea Fomed at the March
Branch meeting. Bob England was confirmed
as Social Secretary, with Gordon Adnett, irene
Elisett, John Cox, Andrew Marmiott and Sam
Shutt as members. They will be responsible for
arranging social events with and for Members,
bui to be successill they need to know what
autings and other activities you would iike.
They will also need your active support and
participation in what they do arrange.

“The Boscos Bash®, the informal dinper on 3rd
March was a graat success judging by the way
all 31 people present seemed io be enioving
themselves, Thank you Tony Johnson for an
enjoyable svening, s worlny addition to your
wall supported lunches { which we hope will be
sontinuad).

March “Aprés meeting” . Jobn Clarke, of
Husbands Boswerth Branch showed a video
film and speke about the work in which he had
been invalved, in the decontamination of
Gruinard Island of the Anthrax spores refeased
there axperimentally in WWW2. The presentation
emphasised what a deadly biclogical waapon
Anthrax would be,

Wilbasicn and Stoke Albany 8ranch. A
message of support had been sent, following
reporis that efforts were being made {o revive
their branch. The result has heen an sxchange
of visits and the mutual wish for co-operation in
the futuire {some joint social events, perhaps?).

Camival Stail. Space has been backed an the
Show ground, simitar to that of the last wo
yoars. Lot us hope that the dreadful weather of
1888 wilt not be repeated on 12th June, 1999
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More News

Community Meetings attended. Al & meeting
called by the District Council, Betty Wast
obtained information abeut grants available for
Millenium projects. It has yet 10 he decided if
the Branch should devise a project and apply.
{1t has bean suopesied that there should be
some form of co-operatve sflont with the othar
ex-service argarusations. So far thers 15 a lack
of specific ideas on what could be done which
was of henafit to the community. i you have 2
suggestion, please write to the Editor.}

Discussion at a recent meebing sbout the
proposed Community Building showed that the
differert requiremeants of the volurtary groups
made it unlikely that a single building could be
found i the short term. However, the Branch
will maintain an interest in future developments.

War Pensions. The cument issue of Legion-
Letter containg & reminder that anyone who
suffered injury as a result of service in the
Armed Forces may apply for & "War Pension”,
The usa of the word War is misleading - the
iniury or disabillity need not have goourred in a
"“War'. Welfare Officer, Ken Purdy (MH
440523} is the person to contact if you have
any questions on eligitilly or Legion help
available to claimants.

Sernard Page s an independent sort of fellow
and it was only by chance that our Chairman
heard that he had been in hospital, Ken Purdy
who ig "keeping an sye on” him, says Bernard
would appreciate the occasional visit from
fellow members to relieve the boredom and
lensliness now he is unable o get out (but call
himn first on M4 466500}
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di Flralers Fields the porpies Blew
Gitwern the mosses, vow on pow
That mark owr place: aad in the sky
The farks, still bravely singing, fy
Searve heard amid the guns helow.,

Wi are the Dead Short days age
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow:
Loved and were loved, and pow we B

In Flanders firlds.

Tethe up our quared with the foe:
To you from falling fuands we throw
The torchy be yours e hold it Figh
If ye Dreak faith with us whe ik,
W shall not steep, thowgh poppics grew
I Flandas firlds.

No poam about war and the killing of soliiers Is more
cited thar this onel (€ grow info a symbol of saerifice and
fizs at the origie of Poppy<day in Creat Britain: wir
whTans spread red poppies aver (e ountless Wy tonbs
and sl chem to belp crippled wrimades. At the other side
of the fermer fromt line, we visited arnother touching
monument of unﬁﬂgffmbﬂs sefcbress: the fibmous stoatue of
Kathe Kolbwitz at the German war anmtery of Viadsle.
K. Kollwitz soulptutred it i memory of the needless fiiting
of her beloved son Peter. | wever fely more dose to the
ewmotons of desperate grief expressed by thar sober statue
of smourntng parents! Really worth while & pay a visi!
Se you see that our countrysick keeps  lot of
remembrivices fo the Great War, iz which ountless of
young people died for the sake of Iringing peace to
Eurape. In spite of thelr sacifice hewever. even nowadays
stich v sqenes ramain in evervday headlines! It seoms as

if comtemporary generations ke on fovgelting the past!

Lore Vian de Sandy

} In the Church yoare

Here lies Henry Mardwick, who,
E By a cricket ball was struck

; and omn his stonie is written:
Hardwick

3 HEId Eall

[ Hard Luck

With acknowiedgeraents
i the (unknown} author.

LT " A, L

MrB His & Hers

Hair Fashions

14 St. Mary's Road
Matket Harborough

Tel: (§1858) 464308
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

CHINA and GLASSWARE SPECIALISTS

WHITEMORES
cppanite e Porish Chotrck ad Old Gremmer Schoo]
Market Harborough

FPhone 462915

Wedpewood » Aymsley * Crown Dexlry
Donbon * Liadro™as * Caithimss Glass
Swarovski Crystal « Magsons [ronsiones
Royal Seot Crystal « Lifliput Cottages

Coalport = Portmeizion
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Otel School Ties
by Tom Ashinore

Like many other Grammar Schools my glma
roata no longey exists, It was absorbed inte what
has become Hinchingbrooke School, a large
Comprebensive in Huntingdon. It has kept many
links with the past - Croinwell, Montague, Pepys

and Vesey are still the names of the Houses, the!

school magazine is still “The Huntingdonian™, it
i3 budlt on part of what was the home agiate of
the Earls of Sandwich and where we had
football and crickel pitches, and those leaving
school today can join the Old Huntingdomans®
Association, to which I still belong.

But it is the scale of things which is so different,
HGS had about 350 pupils when Tlefi i 1941,
today, the annual mtake is greater than that. We
had a History masier, they have s History
department, we had & “Librany™ - a few
bookcases in the 6th Form room (Hself the
school where Cromwell satl),  they have a
“Learming Resources Centre™,

‘Teaching has changed too, Chur Dr. Clayton ased
o try to fill us with dates and names and got as
far ag Napoleon. Now WWI iz part of the
Nationat Cirriculurn. We might kave had a book
in the library which desciibed the Battle of
Waterloo, they have videos, CD's, and access to
the Tnicrnet to learmn shout the Somme & Vimy
Ridge. Whal is moire rmany of the pupils have
actually been 1o such places.

Hinchingbrooke, ke many gther secondary
ischools, has its ovwm Intermnet web site, and very
good it s, too.

Duncan Grey, the Head of Leanning Resources
who runs it with help from students has
developed a particular interest mn WW1 and a
camprehensive section of the site iz called
“The Baitleficlds”. It includes notes by some
of the pupils who went on the History Field
trips but what 1 find of pmticular mnterest are
the essays about WW! by siadents of
Belgian school which Grey contacted. T have
sglected pust one of these excellent pileces.

\f&w fore Van de Sande

Mentioning World War One Irings abont a lot of sad
felings to tmony seniov GHzos iy URITySid
Fdeedd, per te Tielt, where }liw, one finds some of the
greatest battlefldds of this Great War : Ypwes,
Passendale. Diksmuide, the battlefront of the Yo, ote..
More than 7o years tatey everydlay Fife in Flanders st
shows visible scars of the horrible combats that teok
place in those doys. At Dikspide, for instonce, one cin
visit rewnating of trenches, suftably adled Trenches of the
Death . On old. blanched photographs | saw thouseands
of youny soldiers living and fighting day and night in
these muddy dugeuts. What 7 fiightening dmes they
st have gove througit

Last summer pry father took me om o visht &0 the
Iattizgrounds of the Yeer and the countless
neighbouring war concteries. ¢ really shocked e 1o see
sueh @ ot of arosses and meanorial stnes, ! cannot stop
thinking of all those ymmg boys pevishing under heavy
guntire, shell explosions or poisen gas. Daddy redied me
a farmous poen wiitten by a certain fofir MoCrae,
FBeuteramtploned and surgeon at e Ypres front, it is
entitled "It Flonders flekds” and gives a strfting
description af the immmse bloodsted and despealr i

these davs.:

Page &
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The Royal Enginecys
From: Christapher Toplis
=christopher. toplis@bt.com=
o "The Legion Mailing List'
Subject: The Royal Enginears

Dear Members

Can anvone tell me how the RE came to be
known as the ‘Corps” of Royal Engincers? Was
il during the Great War and why? T koow an old
sapper (8% Artny} and he can’t remember the
gxact details. | know there wifl be someone out
there who will be able to give me the “nth’
detal!

regards
Chris

From: Martin Stonehamn
=martini@stonaham. org=
To! legion@londonweb. net

The answer is 26 May 1716, when a Corps of
22 enpineer officers was established. The Royal
tifle did not come uniil later - 1812, Although
some might say 1t was 17 October 1756 when
Corps of Royal Sappers & Miners {soldiers)
was incorporated into the Corps of Roval
Engineers {officers). Much more infortmation
available if needed.

Martin (Ex Sapper 1963 to 19709,

Thiv ie an cxampic of the many usafid quastion &
afswor cxofianees cicniated fo those on the RBE
Eiectromic Muilimg List. Anyone with acooss &o the
fniernet wig “vigite™ the RBL Web site can ask éa be
fneluded on the iist. The rasnft is foformation, fdess
amd opimrons from: people in many d&iffovent parts of
the vorld. We wilfl publish fom time fo time, other
itoms of genaral inforast, —-Editor
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Food for Thought (Part2)
by Melhvym Mullin
{Contimaed from Fa Yoeeoh [ssue | 7)

! can only talk of my own experiences m the
Anny. Because it is a fishting force the Army
teaches servicemen how to use violence and
wieaponsd of destruchion in the cowrse of their
tradning. It impresses upon us how to ditect onr
agpression 1o an " enemy " and bow to suppress
our feelings Omece we have served o Gitne, it
tures ug out onto the streets without so much ag
& deboef to show us how to conduct ourselves
in our new enviromment, civilian hfe, with its
many different demands,

fris a faci that around 25% of the homeless on
the strests of DBritain arc ex-servicemen, that
30% of service marriages end in divorce and
25% of ex-servicemen and womer tum to
afcohol. These are proven by statistics that we
can read in our respected papers such as the
Times and also from the comments made by
doctors, psychiatists and psychologists who
have 1o deal with these men and women.

Our Annv is mnable to atiract enough men 10
Jon and it is also unable to persnade enough
serving members fo serve beyond the minimmn
3 vears despite the bonuses they have on offer.
This shortfall is in the " Teeth " arms, mostly
Infantry, that in war do all the " fghting "
"Dwverstretch * is effeeting our armed forees and
this in mm doss not help in keeping ammy
families together. Now they are bolstaring the
understrength units with CGurkhas to make up the
shortfalls. They are also emcowsaging more
women than before io join and the nambers sre
rising - they are even contemplating allowing
them fo serve m Forward Combat Zones
becguse it 15 claimed they are more likely to
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carry ont attacks - what are owr wommen lettng
themselves in for?

Previously any dreg offtmce would bar yon
from joining the Army, so would tattoos on the
hands. Now, due to the shortdalls, cannabis,
ecstasy and heroin convictions will not preciude
your entcy; theorghbeally you can get in.

Why is this? It is becanse of the tieatment of our
ex-servicemen and also thase who are serving,
T.ook st what happened to men serving in
Bosnie a few vears ago. Some of them were
served with redundancy notices whilst serving
for Queen and Country on an Active Service
tour, No wonder they are disilfusionad. Britain™s
armed forces are by universal acclvm the finest
m the world They are toagher than the Tsraehis,
mare professional than the Americans, more
decent and humang than the Rossians, according
to {eter Oborne of the Express newspaper. The
average age of the soldiers in the Fafklands was
1% and what a goodjob they did fo0f

One of the plans for a foture approach for
manning the Ammy of the Fumre is ¢alled the
Army's Human Resources siratepy { HRS ) and
it has been ander development by the Adjitant
General, for the Army, sinee the beginning of
1997 The stated aim of the HRS iz "..to
provide the strategic fiamework within which
cohetent and effeciive human resowces policies
can be actioned v order better to deliver the
hwnan element of fighting power.. The army
alteady has a plan in place to achieve a fufly-
mamed Aoy by the vear 2002, The HR
strategy addresses the needs of senvicemen and
women in the Regular Army, the TA and
Eegular Reserves in the longer temm so that the
cirent work wil not be undermined. The
strategy recognises thal rotaintng hich quality
Page &

people in a carger first choice is ihe key lo
success”. Sounds good doesn't i - b what
about when they have finished with us?

Ihe fnal part of Meahvn Mullins wnusual b
thougitt prinadang comtmabution will appear o #he
May fasue of T Foreech.

Congratudations

O L= v e, 1t

From: Colin Coley
<ccoleyElolobainet oo uk=
To: Mark Hudson
=marki@mrhudson. freeserva.co. uk>
Date: 03 January 1999 0041
Subject: Web Site

A{LH rm ot a1 = L

Dear Mark,

To mwroduce my self, 1 am the Branch;
Secretary at Shirley Roval Britishk chiang
{Warwickshire). Shirley i3 in Warwickshire ;
in RBL #erms, but is iz Soliwfl, West
Midhands by postal address.

¢ T just wanted to congratulate vou on creating
an excellent site for Market Harborough
Branch. I will be logking at vour site again
and prnting up secticns to show wny fellow
Cormmitlee Memnbers.

Best wishes for 1999, to all at Marer
Hahorough Branch,

Regards, Colm.

This fv an c-malf mossage witich Mark recafved
catfy this yrar  Recendly, (ofin Colev has
Retten fo sdy hal Shirily Branch are to havel
thedr owa Web site and “Mark, please can von
Belp us dusion 37
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Fold the puger to find the e piy.,
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S PIGS - A Wartime Puzzle

d_m 1o #he first Member fo phove the Editor with the correc! answer.
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