For Your Diavry
2 Aug Millgrmium team meeting - 7.30pm

§ Aug®  Branch bunch - Whea! and
Compass, Weston-by-Welland. Note this
is definitely on, now that mare pecple
have zigned upl

9 Auy Brarch Meeting + Buffet

10 Aug  Coffes moming st Joyce Stimpson's
home, Jays Cottage, Tur Langton

12 Ang  Unveiling of Canal Bagin Sundial —
14.30am, (one of the Sundial's hour
markers is of particular RBL intergst}

25 Aug®  Deer & Skittles - Old Crown, Fieckney
More people needad to maka this viable,
L come- it'3 great funt|

30 Aug  Branch Commiltee Mealing
3 Sep” 5 cay Hotlday in Mormandy
13 Sep  Branch Meeting + social event

130t Apnual Dinner M H Golf Club (details
hater)

o8 Qe Coffee Morning M H Theatre in aid of the
Foppy Appeal.

4Nov  Remembrance 2000 (the new name for

the de Montfart Hall Fastival of
Remambrance)

£-12 Moy Millennium Festival Week and Poppy
Appeat aclivities

15Dec”  Xmas Dinner (details later)

% For details or to beok please contact
Bob England (MH 464288}

. Mr B The Barber
14 St Mary’s Road
Market Harborough, LE16 7DU

Appointmants Available
Phone {01858} 464308
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Yot aure invited

to join & group of Ashiey Branch members
{subject to seats still being available) on the
Market Harborough Travel “D-Day Beaches
and WW2 Bafttofields” Tour from Sunday,
1* tn Thursday, 5th October. Price about
£200. Contact Alec Marlow on MH 553679
This has a somewhat different itinerary from
the Normandy holiday which Bob England
has arrangad.

Coliing il Computer Uoers |

i you have your own computar, use one at
work or are considering buying one, Mark
Hudson {e-mail mriudsonbduiet.co.uk o
phone WH 434436} would like to hear from
you. 1t has been suggested that as a group,
you ould help one anather and also ind
ways of ensuring that the Branch benefits
from greater use of information Technalogy.

Meetings

Regular meetings  are
held on the Second
Wednesday of eadh
month at 7,30 pr in the
downstairs Function
Foom, Conservative Cub

Building, Fairfield Roaa, (

Market Harborough,

The next mesting is on
gth mugust and will be
foklowed by a finger bubet
and the thance of an
informal chat with fellow
members. Bo iy o
imoive thoss who have
joined more recently.

Mr & MrsTT Ashmore

9 The Pasturcs
Market Harborough

Leics,

LE169EA
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Editorial

I can't imnagine that many people get invited to a
Garden Party at Buackingham Palace, and
especially being ivited by e-mail.  That is
exactly what happened to two of oor members
They insist that it was an Honour 1o the
Brangh.

Another invilation was to the home of Sir
Michael Cartton-Srarth and Lady Perny for our
July meeting. It was a most pleasant evening,
Mew members 5ir Michadd and Kath Noble
both received their mnembership badges.

In the July, 1999 izsoe David Groves' acle
wag headed "A Vote of Thanks to the Bth
Husszars”. In this issue there i3 a fascinating
sequael to that event,

Could anything be more pleasant than "Music
for a Summers Evening” at Beaumanor Hal,
organised, as usual, by the GQuom Branch? We
were represented by our Standard Besrer and
o members.

The twelve members of the Branch who visited
Duxford were very impressed but Bob England
wis disappointed that 50 few had booked. Such
social events must be betier supported if they
are to continue and they are so enjoyable.

Mark Hudson wishes to get a group of us
topether who have computers - net necessarily
those on the Intermet - bat aft with an interest in
computers would be welcome.

1 received an interesting "Letter to the Editor”
from Bili Cotton. Thunk you Bill. And could
I have some from the rest of you ... please!
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rﬂman

A unigue, mipsrEly rencrared 599 year ofd conehing tne
The perfect visiting place...
# Ieal fat a comfottable oremlghe men : Tette
for 8 Jonger atay. R
* btorming offee, Lmebes and Bar in siches the Conperra:
wr Lounge Bor, widh sotttyard dining = a:mmer, o
# Zlegant siheer senaloe Porsadcane avanded A ppaecte for
el o and werine.

& Abguctive Renating copiay and private dindng coauns for
teestigs e cebebration.

The Three Swans Hotel

High Strect, #arke: FMarkorough, Laes LE1§ 74 ——
k_ Phvwie DTRSE 466544 Fax 01 85K 433101 P

Service and Prodacts
desipned for YOU

Ve
HARBORDLGH

Tricilbirnad vakpm in s changing W]

Wallazd Fouse, 'The Square,
¥arkat Harborough, leies, LELS TPD.

Tek {018587 454244
Vb e iyt Buicking: Ecintice Aucviskion

The County Jewellers

WATCH, CLOCK & [JEWELLERY
SALES & RTPAIRS
QUR SPECIALITY ]S TO CREATE
YOUR OWN DESIGNER JEWELLERY

56 High Street
Muarket Harborough

Tel: (11858} 462773

Wa thark ail the
tocat Businesses
which support us
by paying for
advertising space
in this Newsletier,
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R.D.JEACOCK & SONS LTD.

Established 1955
20 Govniry Fid, b Huoorough ol « 1158 463062

1§ - ¥ilieh - ALGIO - #1 1O
Authorised Main Dealers for

ROBERTS

FRANK GILBERT'S

forall your

HOUSEHOLD ESSENTIALS

HOUSEWARE &
COOKWARE
Spacisliste
SOHIGH 8T MARKET HARSOROUGH
Tel: 1868462148

CHiNA and GLASSRARE 3PECIATISTS

WHITEMORES
appnreide fre Parleh Chorck and (14 Grovwiy School
Metket Harborough
Phone 462945

Wedgewood * Aynsley * Crown Detbry
Doobton * LiadroMac + Calthness Glass
Swarovski Crystal » Masons [tonstone
Reval Scot Crystal # Lilliput Ciottages
Coalport » Parmeiiion
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So Much for so Foew
By Bob England

On Satwrday, 15™ July, eleven members of the
branch went on a day trip (o the Duxford Air
Museumn. The weather was not & typical July day
{or was it, for a British swrnmer™) but thank fuliy it
remaingd dry for us.

Duxford Musewm has been enlarged recentiv and

we were able to view aircraft of all shapes, sizes .

and nationalities, and for various vses from Civil
Aviation Transport (we were able to go on hoard
Concorde) to Military aircrafi from both World
Wars and many modem planes,

It was interesting to ses the workshops where
many aircraft in various stages of being restored
or Te-built,

1 think everyone was surprised and delighted with
the “American Hanger”, both architecturafly and
for the planes on display mside. These included
the Super Fortress. the size of which has to be
seen 10 be appreciated — il is breathtaking, This
hinger also includes a Roll of Honoor for the
LS. Airmen kitled in the last war,

Duxford has now added a Land Warfare hanger,
presenting displays of heavy ardilery, armoured
vehicles and tanks from both World Wars, many
act in tableaux scenes complete with uniformed,
life-size figures. Here was where some of our
own member Old soldiers were able to display
their own expertise with regard to some of the
extubits. In this beilding was also anoexes with
exhibifions of some HBnrtish Army Regiments,
including the Royal Anplian Regtment (into
which, of cowrse, the Roval Ieicestershire
Regiment was amalgamated.

Page 12

Although we spent five hours at Duxford, this
was onlby just sufficient time to enshble us o see
all that was available,

Everyone agmeed that though we were small in
numbers, it had been a most interesting, enjovable
and worthwhile day out.  Q

Letéer to the Editor

Drear Editor,

As you say, (in the Ediforial of the May Issue) it
was hot in Freetown., On my visit there in 1947 1
was serving on 11M.S, Hawkins and we had a
few days to wait for a troop convoy to be
sscorted round the Cape.  As it was so hot the
Captain decided to go on a 960 mile swecp, We
were fed wp showering ow "Liverpoal Pennies™
and watching the locals baling out of their
dirgouts to get them and glad to be on the move to
get a bit of breeze.

Afier s few Fuatless days patrolling and we were
gbout to return to port, a lookont sighted a small
boat. In it were several men who told us they had
been torpedoed 42 days before. They were on
their last iags and one or two of them died before
wie reached Freetown,

A pholograph of the boat coming alongside was
published in the Daity Mirror. 1 do hope to get a
copy one day,

Bill Cotton, 0

i you would like a copy of any previous arficle
please write fo In Tauch Production Dept., at

% The Fastures, Market Harborough, LE16 954
snclosing a stamped seffaddressed envelope,
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Newa

Barry Summers whose obituary appeared carlier
this month i the Harborough Mail, had for many
years been undertaking research of the history of
Market Harborough in WW1. He had produced
an excellent web site on which he published some
of the results of his work as it progressed and it
was throngh this that Mark Hodson made contact
with bim e became very mierested in the
branch  project to produce 2 Book of
Remembranice and it was agreed that we should
make available to one another the resuMts of our
tespective research. Sadly, the fidl benefit of this
arrangement will not now be realised, although it
was Bamy’s wish thar someone would complete
the book which was so well advanced.

Bramch Wheelchair, When this was originally
obtained 1t was intended to make it available to
menibers and others on a short term basis.
Inttially thers was little demand for its use bul in
the last few months it has been vsed on a number
of occasions, most recently on the Winchester and
Drncford ousngs. Now thal more of us are getting
less mobrile there will probably be mors calls for
it. To borrow the wheelchair for a day or two,
please contact Tom Ashmore on MHE 433108

Pedal to Paris. Andrew Marriotr's lener inviting
sponsorship for his noble effort in September was
included in the June County Circular. Let us hope
that this vields support from some of the other
branches in Eeicestershire and Rutland. If vou
have not already pledged yourself as a sponsor,
please contact Andrew on MH 434805 to help
him meet his targer of £1500 for the Poppy
Appeal.
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berowa comtinussd tram nages 2

East Midlands Repional Office 15 closing on
21" August and so Chris Wood, R O assistant,
will be leaving. Those of us who haye had the
pleasure of seeking her hetp will miss her
cheerful, Mendly voice and we wish her well
for the foture.

County Handbook This anngal publicaiion
coniains information about alf RBL and RBL
Wowen's Section branches and RBL Clubs in
Leicestershire and Rutland including meeting
venues and times, Names, addresses & phone
numbers of branch and County offics holders
and some of other relevani organisations are
given, A fdl, almost verbatin report of the
Anmnaal County Conference occupies over hall
of thas comprehensive 128 page (2000 edition)
packet size book. The branch has a few spare
copies — ring Tom Ashmaore {(MH 433108} if
vou would like one.

Ashley Branch Success, [n a recent lester from
Secretary/ TTeasurer, Margaret Prnce, our
branch is thanked for supporting their “Teas at
Medbourne™ fundraising effort which vielded
the marvellons sum of £473. A farther £144
was raised ai the Ashley Village Weekend. As
Margaret says, “Armnounts like this roake the
gifort we put o it 5o rewsarding™. Well done,
Aghley!

'Felephone Frand. There is a new waming of a
fraud by which sorneons else’s calls are charged
o your bl I yvou receive a call purporting to
be from the phone engineers asking vou to key
in a certain nunber for a test, do not do se,

Contnued on pese 4
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Picture of a
Sunny Afterncon in July
By Joan Ashmore

A kaleidoscope of colour cascades genilv onto
mamaculate green lawns. Slowly processing
atong the gravelled paths the people move.
Then gradually some stay sitting on seats
scattered under shading trees, The rest move on
towards hwo stands sheltering the bands who
play altermately flroughout the afternoon, and
forward to the blue and white marguess, the tea
room ready for the visitors enjoving the warmth
of Suinmer’s presence here.

We it and watch the ladies strcaming by 1n
muat green or lilac, gorggons blues, hot cerise or
orange, black or tan, every colowr accented by
great hats, small, large and some outrageous.

The men tnore sober wearing moming suiis and
hatz of black or prey and uniforms, all kinds
and formal loonge suits too. Folks from Britain
and abroad each with his own experience ol Life
are gathered here.

And 0 we sit and people watch and then the
splendid Yeomen of the Guard in red and gold
march to guard Her Majesty and all those
diplorratic guests partaking of their teas.

We join the crowd o walch our Queen depait, a
picture in bright vellow and lime green and clap
her on her way. And then owrselves depart
thanking all those who helped to make us part

of thos prciure of a sunny afternoon, £}
Joan & Tom Ashmors had the honour of being

invited  fo the  FRoypal Garden Parly at
Buckingham Palace on 26" July. Editor
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A Vote of Thanks to
The 8th Huosaars - Follow up.
by David Grove. M.B E.

If vou remember & story under the above
heading published in the July 1999 seue of In
Touch vou may be imterested e lmow the
outcome. A copy of the story was sent to the
Repimental Association of The Queens Royal
lrish Hussars, and as a resulf the following facts
have come to light-

The two Centurion tanks which came to my aid
that day in November 195! were, Whte 3
commanded by Lt. C B O Troughton, who was
awarded a Military Cross for his conduct in
support of "The Leicesters” attack on 5"
Movember 19251 and White 3 Chathic
comnmanded by Cpl Willtans. His gunner, Tpr
Dorunic Hall and the wireless operator (name
unknown) were wounded by raortar fire as they
helped to piace the "The Leicaster's” wounded
on thetr tank enyine deck.

1 have been able 1o speak to (Gunner) Dominic
Hall on the telephone, thank him for his zatlan
help and say how sotry T am now, that my
demand for belp delayed their withdrawal and
placed them all in such danger,

Dominic received severe wounds 1o the spine
and head and was medivac'd to the Australizn
Ward of the Military Hospital, Kure, Japan on
7% November. Truth is stranger than fiction.
This was the same ward to which T was
admitted on 18th November after being
wonnded on the Hth! Dnknowa to each other
unttl 50 vears later we had shared another
experience! {1
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Music, Picnic and Fireworis
By ‘Fom Ashmore

In recent vears these informal open air Smmmer
evening entertainments have beocome  guite
popular. Thev usually take the fovm of an open
air concert held so the grounds of a stately howe
or similar venue al which the audience brngs
their own picnic food and drinks, One amives
early in order to secure 2 good pitch on which
10 st up omes gear. hlost people come in
groups of family or filends and bring table,
chairs, cutery. crockery,
glasses, mgs, wamm
clothing, wmnbrellas, etc,
etc. 50 It 18 interesting (o
see hundreds of people
as they trek from their USRS
cars laden with rhis RS
paraphernalia. Linlasg
you have atiended one of
these  evemmgs  vou
would think thizs was
ridiculons, but it is &l
part  of the relaxed,
triendly, informal
atmosphere — and the
concert can be pood,
tool!

On 15" Fuly, the grounds §
of Beaurmanor Hall near ™ ;

1 oughborough were a perfect setting for the
“Mugic {or a Suininor Evening”. This was the
sixth occasion on which Quorn bratch had
organised the event to raise funds for the four
major ex-service charities, the Poppy Appeal,
the Benevolent funds of he R N, Army and
RAF
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The Leacester Symphony Orchestra with the
trumpeters of the Coldstream Guards & soprang
Alessandra Testal gave a concert of popular
music  Including  such  favourites as  the
Radradetsky  March, Jerusalem and Rule
Brimmiz. Standards from 12 Leicestershue
Branches, inclading Market Harboreugh,
marched through the arena to the stains of Old
Comrades with George Fleming looking as

‘smgrt g5 ever. The evemng concluded with a the

1812 overture accompanied by a magnificent
firework display. :

The orgenisation of the event was highly
professional and the members of Cuorn tranch
who were involved are to be congratudated. Tt
was especially pleasing to hear that Geoffrey
Gibson who has been the leading light in all
these and many others events in, and outside the
brimch, had been awarded the MB.E. for
services to the community and Quomn brauch,

Fage &

Comtinued fom mage 3

July Branch Meeting, The 26 members who
attended the by megting will know what a
pleasant occasion it was and how welcome we
were all made to feel by 5ir Michael Carlion-
Smith and Lady Penny. Diinks offered on
arrival and later during the evening heiped to
create a relaxed friendly atmosphere. The
meeting was held in the dining room with
Chairman, Con Halsall, gavel at the ready, at

f"' * head of the table, New Membership Badges

coate presented  to Kath  Noble  and,
appropriately, to Sir Michael.

Following a comtendably short business
session, Sir Michasl pave a most interesting talk
starting with how his family came o Drayion,
eventually bought the willage pub, which they
transformed into the now delightful Plough
Coitage. The Carlton-Smith’s are a military
family and for the whole of the last 100 vears,
at least one of therm has been a serving Ammy
officer. Not swprisingly, the house contains
some fascinating mititary memorahilia, muech of
which we were able to see after the talk. From
his own long, varied and successful Service
career, Sir Michag! entertained us with several
amusing incidents. After leaving the Army, he
"3 very actively involved with the Marie Curie
vnarity and until recently was Chatrmwm of the
Lesrcester Royal Infirmary Hospitat Trusi.

President, Petor Wilson's words of thanks
clearly expressed the thoughts of ail members
present, who showed their appreciation with
wattn applause.
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What did you do in the Waw
Peadcly?
By Ray Tyler

Early in 194¢} when | was 16 my Father was
cilled up. He was RN.R., and so T decided 1
wanted to join the Navy rather than the oiher
services, I lived in London, but was told if 1
came {0 Glasgow there was a job for me as
Royal Naval Awalisry Personmel, so I cycled
the 400 miles in four days,

T joined an AMC, a well amed farge
merchant ship for use on convoy work. In the
early days T slept m a hammock. [t was
cxplained o me that you never fell oul of a
hammock which was true, no matter what the
weather did. For abont three years we escorted
convoys actoss the Atlantic but I think we only
used our depth charges on two oceasions, and I
never saw any sign of a Jemy Sub. When vou
think ot the sive of the Aflantic Ocean it must
have been really bad luck if you rubbed
shoulders with a Jerry Sub, althoush my mare
was Jost at sea when his ship (another AM.C.)
WES SUnk.

One thing we did not get was news firom home,
except by mail. T don't remember hearinz a
radio. I believe there was radio silence at sea.
Thiz came horme to me one day when I teceived
mail from ry Mother. Because sy Father and
I often landed al Glasgow after one of ouwr
voyages, my Mother rented a house in Glasgow
leaving our real home in T.ondon.  She wrote
and said that our London home had been
bombed and everything had been lost. My reply
was "Why should Jerry pick on us? My
Mother's reply came explaining about the 1000
bomber raids on London and Coventry,
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[ certaindy just didn't know, And | now realmse
that the same thing applics to so much of the
warl.

Qur pick wp points for the convoys wore many
wonderful towns and cities - St John and
Halifax in Canada Revkisvik in Iceland,
Bermuda, Fregtown in Sierra Leone and many
olhers. Usnally we went ashore as we did when
we atrived i the Clyde, Southampton or the
Mersey., Sownds like a world towr, doesr't it?

After leaving the AM.C, | was sent to Asbury
Park in New Jersey not far from New York, |
discovered that { was to join a brand new small
aircrafi-carrier at Portland in Orcgon on the
other side of America. Then came the BUT -
BLF it wonld not be ready for several months,
P had a wonderful ame in the States before
arriving in Portland. With the help of American
Servicemen we stored the ship and sailed away.
3yt not for the Atlantic, We proceeded in the
Pacific and sent a shore party on some island to
pick up some Vichy French VIPs, as Prisoners
of War.

T
HARBOROUGH

[01868)

468_ 46_8_

HIE!HLT EﬂMPETH‘IVE
AIRPORTS - LOCAL
DISTANCE - COURER

3% 5t Mary's Hopd
Blarket mrhnmugh

Iknow ne more than that, except that one day 1
satd "hon jour" to one of them, I did speak good
French. | was up before the Commander for
saying that but T explamed that 1 was only being
courteous, The Commander almost shonted
“Don't you realise that they are the enemy?"

We came home thrpugh the Panama Canal, and
finished up in British Waters waining pilots to
land on small camiers, We had many crashes
and some pilots were Lilled. The thing [ hated
most was burials at sea.

Om one occasion we went t0 a West Afican
Port, and having a cool room on board, T bought
a stem of bananas - several hands, When tzking
thet home to my Mother on the bus I was
asked by a small boy "what are they". |
explained and asked his mother if he would
like ome. | gave him one which he 1asted - he
threw it on the floor and trod on it Me said that
he did not hke il My mother dismibuted the
remainder to all the neighbours. They had
never sgen bananas during the war.  Those
Neighbours were at Fasingion in County
Durham  where my Father, who had been
discharged fiom the Navy for health reasowns,
was manager of a Bevin Boys' Hostel.

I was demobbed in March 1946 after 6 years in
the Reval Navy. For this they save me fow
medalz including the Atlantic Star and the
Pacific Star.

That i3 what I did in the War. Wot much

compared with so many people whom 1 have
met since. )
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