For Your Diary

20 May  Trip to Winchester & Museum of
Army Flying, —-- Coach departs
8 am Smiths Garage, Wesfern Ave,
8.15 am M H Bus Station.
{ If you have niot paid, please contact
Bob England (M 464283) ASAP,

20 May Desborough Table-top sale - see p3

2829 My "Teas at Medboume" - See p3

31 May Branch Committee Meating

10 Jun Coffee Marning - Harborough Theatrs

14 Jun  Branch Mesting + *Millennium Week
Plans & Progréss”

18 Jun Aday onthe Canal *(BYO picnicl}

16-18 Jn Ashley Millennium Weekend - see p3

17 Jun Desbarough Annual Outing - see p3

24 Junn  County Yeyear Confarence in RO
Comrmunity Centre, Fairfield Road.
{Branch members walceme but plegse
cafll Tom Ashmors - MH 4337108)

12 Jul  Branch Mesting + avent TBA

15 Jui Visit to Duxford War Museum®

15 Jul Music for a Summer Evening- zee p3

& Aug  Branch Lunch - Whael and Compass,
Weston-by-Welland*

5 Aug Branch Mesting + Buffet

25 Aug Boer & Skittles - Qld Crown, Flecknaey

286 Ayg Eranch Committee Meeting

3 Sep  5day Holiday in Normandy™®

* For details ar to book please coniact

Bob England {(MH 464288}

as from

Legion Policy on Youth

Ag g result of current child protection legislagion,

15t October, 2000, RBL vouth activities

will be hmtted 1

Youth Bands & majaretts troupes

Afliliation of Branches with Cadet, ¢bc. units
Promotion of youth educstional sponsurship.
Moy dinubit we will be able 1o obtuin advies on these

matters from the County Youth Officer,
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Androw Marrioit, our own Intrepid S
Gyeclist, has just launched his .,,uf._s'r"i_.ﬂ;é";ﬁ_:‘:
appeal for sponsorship Tr-\‘-"c“

& hopes that we all )
will publicise his
determination
to raise over

£ 15@_{d‘r‘¥ﬁé"ﬁappy Appeal

Contact him {whaen he's not
=t lrainingly on WM 434805 for details

14 5t Mary’s Road
Market Harborough, LE16 70U

Appointments Available
Phone {01858) 464308

T PP L P P PR

Muctines

Fogular meslings  are
held on the Second
Wednesday of each
month at 7.30 pm in the
downstairs Function
Room, Conservalive Cluk
Buliding, Fairfisld Hoad,
iarket Harbargugh. ;

The next meeting is on|
14th June when you will
hava the changa to find
out what the Branch's
Milannium Festival Week
project is all about, [¥s
enciting and  ambitious
and you've only had brisf
reparts 5o far!
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Rag. Charity Mo, 215270

The Roval British Legion
Market Harborough

Branch
Founded in 1923

Fditor - Ray Tyler
& Paplacs Courl
Market Harborough, LEI6 7BU,
Tel: 01858 461 889

Branch Intermet Web site at
htip: fwawner. mktharbrorbl ukvel net




Felitopial

These lovely warm dJays remimd me of visits to
Freetown, Sierra Leone, in West Afiica, during
the 19405, The locals were so happy with
wonderfut similes. Now their faces show how
sad s theiv world, Yes, we did have our yellow
fever jabs, (unftke some Paras), Quch!!!

We conclude the memoirs of Charles James.
Lapion d'Honneur, which tell of "being there”
in Frange during the Tirst World War, and his
gxperiences during and after (he Scoond.

From a very much younger aothor is a well
written and moving article by Cadet Peter
Claridge. of the local ATC Squadron., about s
visits 1o WWI war cemeteries in Belgiam
There, surely, i5 a sirong conmecton with our
Millenium Books of Remembrance and a
remtinder of the debate about whether the names
of those who deserted and lost their lives,
should appear on Memeorials. Can we really
understand the fear of those young men?

Tl was amazing to read abont the Great Grand-
davphicr of Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his
wife « the caunse of the 1914 - 1918 World War
- und her connection with Dicppe and the
Second World War. We are indebted to Mavy
Mews for the intriguing story of this Student in
Landan, an honorary member of the RNAL

This usefut bip is from Sam Shutt
: Are you receiving unwanted telaphone calls? :
{Couble Glazing. Fitted Kitchens, etc.)

To slop unwanted calls ring
0845 070 07 07 and ask to be placed on

'THE TELEPHONE PREFERENCE
REGISTER'
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FLunlgice, nezperbly roncwaned S8 year ol eoashing tnn
The perfece visiting place...
4 el fo- 1 comlorwibte ovemight Jaurnp stop - een hezer
fer o longer Fuy.
+ Bactilng cabfer, lunches and sews dn aithet the Cnnenmoes
ot Lauage Bag, with eocrevard Eialng thi sz,

¥ Llepant alver secnica restanrant awsnded b rcartee far
gl Fnd and wine,

& Atiractlve Bunction foemy pnd privatr dining maams Sar
meeynrd ahd celebration,

e Hllyls Seacel, Saske, Flarhbamyph, Lot LE1 & FeG

St T Y
The Three Swans Hotel |

u Peone STB5D 456644 Fax 01358 530101 W

§

The Counlty Jewellers

WATCH, CLOCK & JEWELLERY
SALLS & REPAIRS
QUR SPECIALITY 18 TO CREATE
YOUR OWN DESIGNER JEWELLERY
56 High Street
M:rket Harborough
Tel: (11558) 462773

CHINA and GLASSWARE SPECIALISTS

WHITEMORES
appeing tie Perith Chursk and QI Grammor Schoo)
Market Harbarough
Phtone 462545

Wedgewood = Aynsley = Crovn Derlbry
Doulion * 1.iadrofNag = Caithness Glasgs
Swrarovaki Crystat « Masans Fronstone
Royal Scot Crystal = Lilliput Cottages
Coalport * Porbmerion

R.D.JEACOCK & SONS LTD.

Esfobfishind 1955
20 Covartire Ad, M Hoporaagh Tel - 01658 483092

Authorised Main Dealers for
anasonic IR SONY:
ROBERTS

FRONK GILBERT'S

for all your

HOQUSEHOLD ESSERTIALS

HOUSEWARES&

COOKWARE
Spoacialints

50 HIGH ST., MARKET HARBOROUGH
Teal: 01858452148
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We thank all tha
local Businesses
which support us
by paying far
advertising space
in this Mewstetar,

Seyvice and Products
desipned for YOUT

Viker

AABROROUGH

Tradthinnl valiie i n chinglrig winld

Wallund Flouse, Tho Squeane,

Markal Harborgugh, Leicy, LEIG 77D,

Tel: {O16G8) qdd24q
Sebmrrtir of i Dbl Fchitiem Ampachlon
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We Muot Always Remember

by Cadet Peter Clanidge
1084 {(Markel Harborough) Squadron ATC

his was my third year to Belgiom, This
vear ! wanted to pel something different
out of 1t - | had & hunger 1 learn more
about the evenis that took plage between 1914 -
1918 in the Ypres Salient. As a result of the

rescarch done by the siafl we visited a ot of

cemeterics, but they were noljust 4 resting place
for the dead, they were bloody baille sites some
85 vears past. Each cemetery has its heroes,
cach has a story to be told,

The words "We shall remember them' will po
down in 20ith century history, and so (hey
should, Evervone shonld bnow what sacrifice
these men, some of them forced inte war against
their will, gave so that we could have our (oday.

There are two things T will remember about
Belgimn 2000, The firsi being the reaction of a
cadet, who fourid & grivé that could possibly
have been their great grandfather, The way (hat
this nommally level headed cadet broke down
shows how the deep scars of pain lett i the
wake of the Great War, still have not healed,

The second memory [ will always have is (he
Anding of a solider with the same name as
myselll Of all the British Cemeleries we visited,
with nearly 100,000 graves and names between
them, it was to be in the smallest of cemeteries
where 1 found ihis grave. It is extremely
unbikely dhat [ am ever eelated to this mean, but
Just fo SCC YOUr SUMAME On 2 War Srave s
something to be experieneed.
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The  camage  death, jorlure,  suffering  and
sacritce of the Great War will never go away,
we can only imagine what the soldicrs of both
sides gave for whal they believed in, For his
reason we must glways remmember the dead, 0

Editor's Note

Each year the Band and other members of
1084 Sgadron  ATC, with  members  of
Lutterworth Branch REBL, visit Poperings i
Belgium. They visit the WW1 Battfefrelds, War
Cemeataries, attend the Menin Gale Ceremony
and balance these emctional experiences with
participation in the town's Carmival. In the July
1988 issue we published John Standish's
account of that year's visit,

At the cemeteries thay visit the Cadets place
crosses at the graves of known relatatives of
people in this area. This year, one such relative
was a lady who had given information for our
Book of Remembrance. In  this photograph,
taken i Lissenthosk Military Cemetery, a
eross is placed at the grave of her uncle, Pte
Bernard Carroll, 1st/5th Bn. Leicestarshire
Regt whoe died age 18 on Tussday, 10th
August, 1915, £
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News

May Branch Bleecting. Counly Field Officer,
Peter Lockel, and new County Scorctary, Mrs,
Mo Watson had been invited to adend and to
speak and answer questions about their roles.
These are complementary, Peter dealing with
Weltare and Fund-raising and Mo, membership
adminisiraiion ind both covering Northants as
well as Leies. & Rutland, Mo's job reilects the
chunges being made in the Legion struchoe
and the phasing out of Repionul Offices. We
hope they were pleased that so many of you
were presenl and to kmow that 40% of our
members have aclually met thenm. During the
buffet several took the oppotunity to chat with
them informally. Yes! It was & good evening,

Welcome to new member, Rebert Monk who
raised o few friendly proans when it was
revesled he had served in the Military Police, In
fact most ol s time was with the Leicesters.
about which Regiment he has an extensive
collection of information. (What abowr a piece

Jor In Touch Robert? --FEditor)

HARBORCUGH

[a1848)

/ 468 468
- PUINT T0 POINT TRKIS.

9 Madkar MHatarough -
e, LEIITOE L

Page 2



Events by Other Branches

T L ST T S LT e IR T T Ly

f " Ashley, Weston.by-Welland g,

& Sutton Bassett ¢
: Tms at Medbowrne - This annual event is heh:l:
{ in the Village Hall on the Sanwday and Sunday |
: of the May Bank Holiday weekend. Take arumn :
{ outbetween 3 and 6pm on 28th or 29th and
¢ meet our collegues from “over the border™.

;, Ashley Millennuim Weekend 16, 17, 18 June
“¥isit their Branch Tombola stafl in Hall Lane:”
5 £ e T G T T e T AR R ol

P Quﬂm Bram:h P
+  Samrday 15th July at 7.45pm .
; Musiec for a Summer Evening *,
i Leicester Symphony Orchestra ‘:
; Coldstream Guards Fanfare Trumpeters :
Soprano Alessandra Tesai
: Poputar programme including Land of Hope and
5 Clory, Rule Brtannia, famous merches,
the Sunset Ceremony and moech mote with
Grand Firework Finale
Brny your owa picoic for a splendid evening
; in the grounds of Beaurnanor Halt,
Woodhouse, near Louglhborough.

ST AT I A

St T Mgt

L Tickets £14 {£12 if booked before 7th July) ¢
from Geoffrey Gibson, 2 Wallis Claze, i
.. Thurcaston. Leicester tE7 748
g Tel: 0116 235 0946 P

e T AT P i e e i T -,

b

’ Desborough Branch ::“-t_._

Tahle -top Sale - From 10am 20th May in thﬂi
C::b-operame Hali. tdeal for bargain hunters,
: l}uting to Bath - 17¢h June £8.50 Ring John *
: Fremnan, Rothwell 710315 to see it seats St:lli «
@;l; ﬂ]lable

TR e e D Sth mm el e A A, s e
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befrar able to review them aff. with all the evidence.

2. With regard io the inclusion of individeal names
oft War memorials,

This is and remains for the focal authority (The Wor
Mewrorials Acts appiy hergt ard Joced community fo
decide. It is quite mormal for the locat ABL to be
Brougiit o the copseltamion, bur as o Jocal group
with @ kegitiveate inerest cond expertise in the matter,
Ii is net for the Legion as a national organisation to
commertt ard fudeed i omust coeepr e decision
fakemr By s members in et local commamipy.  Foch
case muesd be judyed on s merits, bur witimately it is
the local cowmeil they decides.  In the cowe of
Shorehern, thai ix the Povish Comncil, which,
undersiand has decided 1o stand by its decision pot
fo include the mone of Thowmas Highgate on the
Incal memoriad, bt fo consider the mavter again i
siy manthy e, once ggain in the Tahr of Jocal
opimion.  Although ihe referendum organived by ibe
vicar was i faveir of imchusion, it come after the
Porish Council decision and the twraout  wo
extremely low el could therefire be construad o
unrepresentative. (It iy alvo worthy of note that
Fhomas Highgote is commemoarated on another War
Memorial in the Incaliiv).

Jereamy Litlies. Head of Prbiic Affairs. £

Poastscripit

sectton  of the Natiomal Memonal
Arborgtam  being  created  in
Staffordshire will contain a semi-citcle
of 306 wooden posts each bestring the
name of 4 WW1 executed soldier and fronted
by a statue of a blindfold young soldier, in the
likeness of 17 vears old Private Herbert Burden,
the voungest 10 be shot. : L9
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Twiots of Fate

(A T shors from a Browning
artonatic pistol fired by a 19 year
ald Serbian stedent today killed the

heir to the Anstro-Hungarian throne, Archduke

Franz Ferdinand and his wife, Duchess of

Hohenherg, as they drove through the sireets of

Saratevo, capital of Bosnia. Earlier, oo their

way to the Town Hall, a bomb was hurled at

their car .. the Archduke picked it up and threw

i mto the road. "

Thus ran the: press reports on 25th June, 1914

85 years later, in July 1999, the nowspaper,
Navy News, carried an interview with the preat
grand-danghter of the Archduke, Her Serene
Highness Princess Eva von Hohenbag, a 24
year old student in London and an homorary
member of the Royal Naval Association,

Infrigning! Such were the complications of the
politics and royal family relabonships of 19th &
sarly 20h century Europe, that though ber great
great prandfather was an ally of the Kaiser, her
grandmother served in WW2 as a Naval
Nursing Sister and her grandfather, Arthur
Cacsar as 4 Lieutenami in the Canadian Princess
Patricta Tight Infamtry.

“Off Dieppe his ship was attacked and suffcred
heavy casualties. He was badly wounded and
left for dead but bo was camnled to safety by an
unknown MNaval seaman.” He recovercd, 1os¢ to
the rank of colonel and at the end of the war
manried the Nursing Sister. Their danghter was
Princess Lva's mother. “T would not be here
today but for the sallor who saved my
grandfather.” Her regret i not knowing who
that saitor was. 0
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Should his name appearon the
Memorial?

By Ray Tvler

emoers of the Armed Forces who

Iost their lives in the two Great Wars

are being conmemorated in different
ways to mark the new milleniom. We have our
Books of Remembrance and, a5 in other places,
the War Memorial at Shoreham i Kent is being
refurbished. Bus they have a problem.

Brilain entered the First World War on 4th
Aupust, 1914, and on §th September 1914 2
regular soldier aged]1® was shot for desertion,
He was found "cowering in a shed far from the
front line, in France". The problem at
Shoreham was - should his name be included on
theit memoral? o a tocal referendum the great
majority (of the small number who voted) were
in favour of adding his pame The Jocal RBL.
branch , though split on the issue, opposed it.

This young man had two brothers who lost their
lives in Action i France. The modern way of
dealing with deserion is to be sent to a
Detention Cenire. Had this happened o this
young man, he would have [ived to tell the tale
and thers would have been no problem for
Shoreham,

1 would like t¢ hear this problem being debated
here. To allow desstion in wartime is very
dangerous, but to kill is ivhumane., Whal is the
corect answer? When is fear the resuli of
common sgnse and we all soffer from fear ai
times? We all value life, even if for a vory short
time, Then there was the bov's Mother wha lost
three sons - one with a dark cloud!

Should his name appesr on the Memorial?
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Local Problemn: - World-wicle
Interent

Fﬂllowing reports  in  the national
fiewspapers and on TV in March, there
was a hvely debate on the Interuct by
meinbers of the Legion Electronic Mailing List
from aromd the world. Tn one contribution on
16th March 2000, the “Official” RBL posttion
was given as follows,

I, Kegording pardons:

Afer the moxt recent CTOVErrmenl Stoderment th
Jollawing was fasned aund i siild vedid:

24 July 1998
THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
REACTION TO ARMED FORCES' MINISTER'S
STATEMENT THIS MORNING

White The Royal British Legion walcomes the
Armmed Forces' Ministar's statement in the
House today and his expression of “deep
regret’, Or Reid stopped short of granting the
legal pardon the Legion has been sesking for
some  years for  servicemen exscuted for
cowardice during the First Wardd War.,

Lagion mambers will be disappointed that g full
pardon is not forthcoming since. as recantly as
laat year, at s annual corfarence they
resoived that “in the light of cument madical
evidence, First World War service personnel
exocuted for cowardice shoutd be granied a
pardon and called on the Legion National
Councit to bring renewed pressure on Hi
Govemment to take this action”.

We must aceept that a pardon is not practical, in the
main e fo the foss of files, partly av o yesult of
chely hombing during WIFH, as if wondd be neither
oy mor equitable 1o peview ogses without

Page 8

Continued from p2

Lecter of Thanks. George Fleming was very pleased
to reccive a letter trom the daughter of our hate
member, Eileen Russell, whose death was reported in
In Touch, Too lagt month, thanking kim for the
pregsence of the Standard ar the funersl service,
Every effort 1s made 10 honour in this way, any ex-
service person, whether or not a Legion member,
whose famity wish it

“The Tigers™ iz the first major history of the
Leicestershire Regiment to be published since the
1930%a. This stary of the 6th. Tih, 8th & Hth
battalions in the Great War is by Matthew

- Richardson, a friend of our
Kibworth member Stan
Waonfenden, The book is
published in hardback by Pam
& Sword Lid | @£16.95,
Over 300 years of the
regirnent’s history is
portrayed in the Tha Royal
Leicestershire Repiment
Crallery of the New Walk Musenrs, in Leicester, open
10am to Spm weekdays & Zpm to 5pm on Sundays.

Poppy Appeal Organizer. A P.AQ, is not elected
by mermhers like other Branch Office holders but is
appoitted by H Q (noomally on the recommendation
of the Braschy. It has now been confirmed that our
new P A Q. s Tom Jeagock, He has now aken over
from Peter Wilson who had held the office for many
vears. Tom can be contacted on MH 468529

County Cirenlar. The announcement that wo are
hoating the Cennty Half-Yearly Conference pokes a
ligthe fum at the town of which we are so proud.
We'll show the urbanites we are up with the future as
well as having an enviable past!

Visit t0 Pappy Factory, If vou would be interested
in poing, probably in Sepfember, please let Bob
England kinow {Tel; MH 46428%) £
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Charles Jameos, Légion d'Honneur
The concluding extracts from his memoirs,

4 I Yhe First World War went on for Private
James and he was "in the thick of it".
Several of his mates were injured or

killed by shrapnel and o ome occasion he
waited while a party of officers passed by, A
shell came over and killed them afl. He was
blowsn into an eaith bank and was amazed to
find himself completely uohort.  During the
latter part of the war he auffered from gassing,
and was bospitalised with shrapnel wounds but
survived 10 be demobbed in Jannary 1919, He
often suffered niphtmares,

After being demobbed he decided to find a full
time job, but the problem was the nwunber of
unemploved. He started work with the Raikway
at Oundle Station as a povter inn Jangary 1919,
but i Avgust of that year he transfered to
work with signals at Welham Juncuon, He
worked with the Railway until he retired.

In January 1921 he married Amy - the marriage
lagied 635 years - and two years later their son
was born and Tater on they had a danghter. Both
children did very wel! at Gramwmar School The
ient of the lirfle cottage, where they lived for 14
years, was two shullings and sixpence a week,

Charles wrote in this memoirs "When Children
were evacuated from London in Scptember
193% we had two boys billeted on us. Thete
were @llotments at the back of our house and
these London Kids started running all over them
untl we stopped them. They did not know that
potatoes and carrots grew in the ground, They
always pot them from barrows.™

Page &

Tn uniform in Wotld War 2, Charles served in
the Mome Cuard as Platoon Sergeant He
recalled, "We could recogoise the sound of
Wellingtons from the drome going out and
retyrning.  On one occasion a Wellington came
down, near by, on fire. Lookng cut of the
sigmal box I saw 8 man with no shoes, with
thomns in his feet. He had beett a member of the
crew who had been ordered by the Capizin to
Jjump. 1 phoned 10 say we bad a member of the
crew who needed help with an ambulance.”

"One afternoon  heard a Jerry plane, Tt was
followmg the ratlway line and dropped & bomb
just wide of the sidings. He machine gunned
the siznal box damaging equiprent™

"In 1941 our son joined the R A F. and trained
as a navigator, althongh he had amanged to go
to Univeraity to read Maths, He was sent to
South Africa to finish his fraining, promising to
send a telegram when he passed lis finals. A
telegram  did come which said - Regret
F.C.James died of mjuries received in a flying
accident - on May 7th 1942, He had passed his
final examingtions”

As a local Serviceman who disd in WIW2Z,
Charfie James™ som's name i5 on the Market
Harborough  Memaral Cales. He is also
fhonoured in the Book of Remembrance now
being produced in fhe Branch. in this the
nscrption reads
Leading Arncraftman Felix Charles Tanws
O, 1T Rl Aiv Fetoe Yoluntesr Reere
who disd age 19 on Thursday. 7th May 1942
Remembered with Homour §
at East Lendon (Tast Bank} Cemetery, Tastern Cape,
Souit Africa ’
Leading Alrraftman Tames vias the san of
Charles and Amy Mabel James of Market Havboroagh

Page &

"The day | was 65 - September 25th 1962 - 1
was called to see the area manager and roceive a
scrap of paper and a handshale. One had to
have 45 vears servics to get a watch, and I had
done 43 years and 8 months, I had retired from
work",

On his 100th birthday he had a wonderfi! party
and received a telggram from H. M. the Gueen.
In his Jatter vears his eyesight failed rather badly
and very little could be done to help. He was
presented with the Légion d'Honneur Medal by
Lt. Col Roffey on Bth February, 1999 for
service in France in World War 1. fit had to be
placed into his hand so that he could feel it.

Mrs Marjorie Cowens proudly sees her father
wearing the medai Li. Col. Roffey had
presented to him,

Charles James, Légion 'Honneur, died
peacciully on 1{th Jnfy 1999, aped 1801,

During his [ife he gave a lot of his dime to many
societcs and groups of people, and always
expressed thanks 1o his Lady Wife and family
for the support they had given to him. 0
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