Dther Newa

Cost of RBL Membership. To explain why
Membets'  contributions  tmust  bg  increased
considerably and urgently, HQ have produced a
breakdown of easts and income of the ~business” of
running the membership aspect of the Legion, If you
wish to see a copy ning George Fleming (MH
462711) or Betty West (M H 434023}

Skittles Evening. Desprite the wronz venue having
been given in February Fn Fouch, Too twelve
reembers and friends anived ar the Old Crown Inn in
Fleckney on [8th February where they bad a
tharoughly cajovabie evening.

Mozambique. At the Macch Branch Meeting John
Tiddell gave an acpount of how locel Branches of
Rolary Iternational have been fund-ratsing for life-
gaving “Aquaboxes”. Tollowing a sugpestion from
another member that those present might wish to
make personal domstions, & magnificent total of £87
was collected,

CHINA ord GLASSWARE SPECIALISTS

WHITEMORES

Market Harborough
Fhone S62945

Wedgewood = Aynsley » Crown Doty
Doulton * Liadro/Nac + Caithness Glass
Swarovski Crystal * Masons [ronstone
Royal Scot Crystal = Lillipue Coteages
Coalport * Pormcicon

Piegos Blet & Goroa of Wit tp Tostirwrad Church Funds

For Your Diary

24 Mar Branch Birthday Supper-
7.30pm The Bul! at Clipstor™

25 Mar Musical evening - See bottorn p16
28 Mar Branch Committee Meeting

4 Apr  Branch Lungh - Langton Arms,
Church Langton®

12 Apr Branch Meeting and "Madals®, A
return visit by Mr Georgs Gamble.

26 Apr Branch Committes Maeting
10 May Branch Meaating + Buffet

25 May Coach trip to Winchester & Army Air
Corps Museum {seats still avajlatle)”

23 Sep 5 day Heliday in Normandy™

* For detals or to book please contact Bob
England (MEL 464288),

oppastie the Porish Chorch and (Hd Gramanar Schos)

= el epepeer pede—l
e Swening of Pofuion Wasts Tickets
gmt;?é o Adulis £F
= Concessng £5
& Grgan. (honat, Guttz, Golts & Dominct P
Savunday. E5th Hiorck at Toce for 7.500s . Blimpson
St ndes ook, "Toct Langton 01858 545296
in Aid of

Meetings

Regular meslings  ared|
held on the Secondgi!
Wednesday of each}’
manth at 7.30 pa in the
downskairs Funchien
Room, Congervative Club
Building, Faidield Road, |;
Market Harbxrough.

Fallowing the businass
part of the next masting,
on 12th April, there will|[:
be by popular demand a|-
weicome relurn of Mr
George  Gamble  with

more storiss based on||
his  extensive medals
cofbection. Don't miss i
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Editorial

This moming oy Lady Wifie welcomed me with "It's
another Friday”, and my reply. as ever was
"Tempos fugit", Time thes.

On 20th March the Branch celebrates its 77th birthday,
Is it really possible that it is two years since that
memerable 73h Anniversary Band  Coocerr? This
issue of Fi Towch is No. 24, another milestone on
Time's Highway. Here in In Touch House
Editorial and Production staff oelebrate four vears of
praving for copy, inspiration and that each issue
appeared in the month camed on the cover!

The theme rmunaing throngh  this  Tgsue s
“Commusication”  and  providing  informatios.
“Messages”  ocovers  such  diverse  examples  of
loeformation Techneology (1 T) as smoke signals and e-
mail, and Kenneth West, in another of his aimusing
tales, solves a2 technical problem in  telephonic
conmundeation. Charlis James wiote in his note-book
ko communicate his memories and the advertisers are
communicating information about their goods and
services.

“The First Four Years™ is about the partioular
Infonination medium, Fu Tesech, set up as a means
of  communicating with gl members. It has
endegvoured o prinvide news of Branch activities, an
insipht of some of the intercsts and experiences of
those who have provided stories and to communicate a
sense of belouging 10 2 mroup with 2 purpose. In
Touch Too was mroduced in Augast, 1997 w0
provide more frequent information to members. To
allow the Branch to communicate to a wider sudisnce,
In Towch is now circolated to some other Branches
and interested groups and individuals and through its
Web-site the Branch is now ¢ommunicating o a
growing world-wide audience,

Well, as T said at the beginning - Tempus Fugt - so [
must hurry to get this to Production Department!!
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The Three Swans Hotel

unigus superbly nngrated 502 yerr old maehing fan
The perfect (isiting place..
& 1dead for 2 combertable L tawt) - i
Suralun;l:uuy. uwetndght togtng kep - even Deker
¥ orting coffer, lupdes aned rent 0 e ther S1e Corsesat
ut Lownga Bac with cqumrnyard dln[n:ﬂﬁdrlm it
* Tirpatt ier sensice msGlont awimed A% ekt Bor
e Fard and wine,

# Abmnedve Functlon (oo and private dining moms for
fesnipp: mnd cekbrationg.

~———High Str=t, tarke: Flerborough, Laice {16 7] ———
b Fhrotwe SLO5E d6s Far (i B5R $43101 V.

"MOWERS

CROMWELL MOWERS
Garden Machines Specialiviy
Serdes-Sertice-Spares
FREE professionat advice, warranty work
undertaken, all work guaranteed,
cotlection & defivery.

5% discount i REL mamibers on

all purchagas, on production

af mernbarahip carng.

33 - 35 5t. Mary's Road
Tel: (01858) 467589

M_The County Jewellers

WATCH, CLOCK & JEWELLERY
SALES & REPAIRS
OUR SPECIALITY IS TO CREATE
YOUR OWN DESICNER JEWELLERY
56 High Street
Market Harborough

R.D.JEACOCK & SONS LTD.

Establizhed 1555

20 Covenky A, Wed Huborough  Tad 2 [HA58 S59052

1{ - VIOEB - ANDIG - HE 1

Auihorised Main Dealers for

Panasonic

ROBERTS

FRANKGILRERT'S

for allyour
HOUSEHOLD ESSENTIALS

HOUSEWARE &

COOKWARE
Spacialists

S0HIGHST. MARKET HARBOROUGH
Tel: 01855462148

We thank afl the
tacal Businesses
which support us
fy paying for
advartising space
in this News|etter,

Tel: {D13538) 462773
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Service and Products
designed for YOU

Vit
HARSORDSH

TradLma! vibct bn kaging wark

Walland House, The Square,
Market Harboroagh, Leicy. LEJG TRE,
Tek [(H1E58] 46%244
Iebearcher <z A By Socinata e Aastriion
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The Firat Four Years
by Tom Ashimore

The following message appeared on the back page of
the first 1ssue of Fn Touch

Crear Member,
f you were at the branch meeting on 13th
June, you will know that this Newsietter is the
result of a discussion in which | and others
strongly expressed the opinion that ait
mambers shoulgd be kept in touch with Branch
affairs whether or not they atend monthly
meetings.  Although  this  view was not
unanimously supported, it was agresd that |
should produce a Newslstter for a 12 months
trial period, provided that it did net reguire the
use of Branch funds. Knowing that | can rely on
the support and ancouragement of many
members, including, | hope, you, | willingly
accept the role of Editor and Publisher.

Tom Ashmore

Much has bappened since I wrote that and sow, 24
issues later, I wamt to say both fo those who were
members then and to those who have become readers
of this publication since, thank vou for the “eapport
atud encoragerment” phven to me and 1o the Editors
who succeeded me,

Lot us look back at a fevw snippeis from these pages.

From Issue 1, June, 19496,

n agreement with ithe Market Harborough
Miflennium Commiltee, the Branch will be
responsible for evenls duning the week o 124
MNovember, 2000 This may seem a forg way
inte the fulure.......

Members are now busy on projects for our week,
Sce p3 of this lssue for latest news.

The National Popoy Appeal Fund {duning the
Yyear lo} 31sf May fraised) £16,000.000. The
Branch raised over £9004.......

The 1999-2008 Branch total to date is over £11.500,
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As af the end of Agril, 1898 e Branch had 70
members of whom 5 were Associales.

At TWLZ000 there were 104 members including 20
Associates.

The Enlertainments commillee are fo be
covgraiiialed on the success of the outing on
20t Aprif {to York). ..

Mow, every lssue carries a report of & recemt social
gvert aid notices of fortheoming ones.

Issue & - July 1997 was a “Special Edition”, with
exira pages o carty the story and pictures of the
Ceremonies on 8th une - the Dedication of the new
Rranch Standard and Twinning with Amertican
Legion Post #587 of Toledo, Ohio. “The Royal
Nawvys Involvement in the Zilu War™ by Bil
Cofforn and “Free Trip fo France™ by Kenneth J
Wast were also mcluded.

To Tasue |4 of July 1998 we find “Yowtfr at the
Menin Gata’, John Siandish’s account of the ACF
Cadets’ vistt tn Yypres with Lutterworth RBEL. Fred
Beed’s Remiment's Amiiversary is “7The Glorious
First of Juna”, but was oot for him in 1945 in
Bumma, "“Fummer’, one of Tack Stimpson’s poams
of the Seasong wasin peacefud contrast,

Issue 16 10 Movember, 1998 includes "f92708- An
Active Year', a summary of many evems and
achievements duning the Branch 73th Anniversary
Year, g report on the AGM and election results and
‘Company Car’, another of Hotspur's amusing
tales. For Your Diary has renvnders about the Civic
Reception and Légion d'Homneur presentation, the
Local Radio interview aod the Xmas Lunch.

A vear later, Issue 22 again reviewed the previous 12
monthe, meluded “The Grealfest Raid of A the
epic St Nazaire assault recalled by shore-based
contempotary, Dick Fulford and a farewel]l Edirorial
as Bernard Halsall put down bis quill pen. Now new
Editor Ray Tyler sends Production Drepartment {me)
the text on dise and after a bit of “cut and paste”,
there iz another is3ue to keep vou In Tonch. £}
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We Will Remember Them

Charles Gawler

died an zoth February.
He wis o inember of the Branch since 1004
and previously of Raddiffe-on -Trent Branch,
Although he did not attend meetings he was
one of the team of In Fowch distributors.
A career soldier be served with the RADC and
reached the rank of RSM.

We extend our decest sympathy
to s wife and family

The Branch was represented at his funeral
by Chairman & Vice Charman,

John Sutton
died on 15t March after a long illress.

The Branch mwes foln a great debt of gratitude
Jor his enargy, enthusiosm and detemination.
When he became Honarary Secretary
be set about revitalising the Branch
and it is from his efforts that the subsequent
grovwth and success of the Branch developed

To Mavis, his widmw, we offér our
most sincere sympathy.

The Standard and 10 Members
were present to Honour him at his funeral,




March Branch Meeting

New Members. A warm welcome was given to
Miss Cargline Windsor and Mr Charles Thorold.
They will be presented with their badges once their
narmes have boen resisterad by HQ).

Carnival 2000. The recently confinned date for the
Carnival is the same as that of our next Coffes
Moming. It was asnounced that your Commitres
had decided that the Branch would notl have a Stall
tlis vear,

Millenmium fpdate. The 400 crosses for the
Garden of Remembrance have bgen made and are
heing painted & overhaul of the Memorial Gates is

in hand The WW2 valume of the Book of

Remembrance was displayed at the Meeting
Hnqueries are already heing received for tickets for
the Band Coneert (on | 1th November)!

Birthday Competition, 20 items bearing dates
mostly connected with the Branch, had to be
identtified from a list of clues. Joan Ashmore won 1st
piize but 23 this was a botile of wine fram her own
eupboard she handed it bacl! Ut evertuathy went 1o
Betty Jeacoek. Tony Juhnson got the other prize - a
box G}F date:i”

SR MKT SR
=" HARBOROUGH
=7 (01868} 1
-/ 468 468 o 434734

HIGHI.Y CDMPET[TWE
g AIRPORTS - LOCAL
?j; DISTANCE ~ COURIER

37 St Mary's Raad
5 -1, Market Harbcmugh :

Sending Messageo
by Ray Tyler.

It the last issue of “In Touch" we gave extracts
from an e-mail from East Timor one of the
many messages which owr onling members

receive and send world wide as a matter of

course. But what happened before this
invention?

We all know about smoke signals, pigeon post
andt the Greek messenger’s 26 mile nm about
300 BC cplminating in the Modem Matathon,
Messages were sent by the Romans on scrolls
about 1 AD, b who read them? Bonfires took
less than 20 minutes to travel alony the English
coast in 1588, waming of the threat of the
Spanish Armada.

The first mzil, used by the public, was started in
France i the 1400s, and tavellsd by horse and
stage-coach, We followed soon afterwards. It
was not until about 1800 that mail was seot by
tam. in 1840 the penoy post was stated with
the famous penny black stamp, the first
adhesive stamp.

The telegraph using Morse code, was used
from L8335 and used extensively in Wariitne, In
1866 a cable was (sid ender the Atlantic Ocean
to send messages to and from America i
minutes rather than about 10 days by sea mail,
And of course there were telegram messages.

Atexander Bell invented the telephione in 1878,
but could he have foreseon international Direct-
Diafling, of phone messages being transnitted
along fibwes of glass or via satellites n space?

E-mail was used from {971 to send messages
from coinputer to computer at Universities and
Page 10

cormmercial and mlilary offices bt has only
been more widely available since 1990 and the
development of the Internet that now vast
world-wide  system  of interconnceled
computers. But even this sophisticated method
of sending messages vses the same two basic
principles as the oniginal telegraph; a means of
connecting sender o receiver and converting the
message into md from a code (which Morsc
would have seen gs a development of his).

The first comparier installed st a University was
in 1948 but personal computers did not becomne
available until 1981. I wonder bow the 1948 or
the 1981 computers would compare with the
modem Lap-top PC 7 0

The Ecditor. 487 and 488

At our lasi meeting T wag givern a piece of paper
with the mmmbers 487 and 488 written on it. T
tried to understand just what they were all
about. Not the lottery. Then it dawned - they
were Channel 4 Teletex nmmbers. This morning
1 spept an mteresting howr with 487 and 488,

488 wag a list of 30 pages of Service Clubs and
their meetings. 487 could be of move interest 1o
von. It was called "Service Pals” and had about
104 requests for fellow service colleagues to get
in touch. Mavbe sorae one is 1ooking for you, or
you mighl like to contact an ex Service Pal, with
whom you have lost contact. 1f so, iy 487 .

Thete are, of commse, other ways of mymg to
frace old c¢ormrades. Leglon Mapazine hgs its
“Lost Trils™ section, ag docs the RBL web-site,
Our own web-site offers the same facility and
Mark Hudson will be happy to include your
request, Ring bims on M H 469527, 0
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A Tinkle on the Line.
By Kenneth West

The winter of 1944-45 in Holland is still known
as the "Hard Winter" and we of the 49th
Infantry Drvision whose job it was to defend
and hold the Nipmegen Bridue over the River
Wagl, recall the bitter weather and equally bitter
tighting to repulse numerous attcrpts by the
Germars to reach this vital bridge. A fierce
battle at Zetten pelered out after a 3 day blizzard
and our battalion, !l RSF, took over fiom ihe
battered Leicesters whe had held out despite
ferocious attacks from Paras and S.5. troops.
Our farthest section was in an isolated house
now reduced to rubble, about 1/2 mila from 'A'
Coy HC.

Contact was by field telephone which was
barely audible (strength 2-3 of 5). After about 3
days the fine went dead abowl 9 o'clock in the
evening, ad as duty linesman it was my job to
re-establigh commumcations, 1 was allocated an
escort of a young lad of aboint 38 vears who had
just joined the Coy | and subsequently his first
excursion into the wilkd unknown With the
experience of my 22 years, 1 impressed upon
hiim the necessity to have ‘one up the spout’, and
to take the single signal wire in one hand and let
if run through his hand as he walked about 10
yards to oy rear. The only way 10 trace a ling in
the dark was to follow it by hand as it was
looped along the hedgerow and fences by the
side of the country road. On reaching the break,
usually dene by shell or mortar fire, the second
man held the line as the lingsman searched for
the other end.

We were just over halfiway to the section when
the line camie to an abrupt end. No blackened
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shell hole, just a single set of footprints in the
knee deep snow leading from the Gennan lines
and across the road and fields to the outskirs of
Zetten. 'With the youngster in & covering firing
position, | reported the break to Coy HQ which
was stremgth 5. Tying the single wire around his
wrist, T went in search of the other end 1o
contact the section. They were stil} very faint so
I said 1 woiild make the joint and come to them
and change their handset, checking the line as

Wi Wwient.

The handset was
duly swapped, but
thera was no
nprovernent.

Amy  telephones
were  then  earth
retutit, so l checked

OT T E the earth pin and
: ' everything  seemed

OK By now we
had been exposed to the elements for abont 134
hours and the bladder was calling for relief
This T did in the proximity of the earth pin
before retuming to the cellar.  The Corporal
was all smiles and asked what magic T had
perforrmed as the signals were now almost fill
strength.  When I told him of my simple
remedy e scarcely believed me bug showed his
thanks with g tot of rum and a mug of hot char.
We left them with the mstructions that if they
wanted to keep perfect contact, just wive the ling
a tinkle from time to time.

Cn renan to "A" Coy HOQ 1 sugpeested that the

forward section be kept adequately supplied

with T.S.M, for their brew-vps, though [ didn't

envy the bloke who would eventualty remove

the earth pini? £
Page 8

Coffee Moming Succeoss.

Congratulations lo the Social Group and all the
helpers at the tast Coffee Morning at the
Harborough Theatre. The final profit was £276.15
well over our previcus best of abouet £240.

There was also g display of
the proymess on the Boak of
Bemembrance Millennivm Coffee  FBS.83
Project and this aroused Raffe £69.10
mrch interest The aceagion Tombela £73.00
was most enjovable and so Books  E10.71

Sric-z-brac £27.30
well supported both by e Giian

Takings

Branch members and by the
E30T 24
public. Well done bint let’s Lags Ak
see how well we can do at Expenses £31.08
the next coffee morming on Profit £2765.15
Sarsrday, 10th Tune. 0
MrB ‘V[MP
The Barber 7 &
For LI
Appoinimients

01858 464308 FBOPE ) oeo ssoaag

14 3t. Mary's Road, Market Hasborongh,
Leicastershire. LEL16 THU
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To The Frontline ~ 1017

Continging the hife story of the late Chatles
James, Légicn dHomneur. Having been home
on leave with the bottle of whiskey for his
Father, Charlie James was sent to France in
January, 1917, He remembers,

"Having entered Le Havie sfter a long wait of
several hours T felt unwell 1 thought this was
caused by the sea, but T was sent to the Medical
Officer who decided T had got Mumps .........
After weelks inisolation and a short time in
convalescent camp, I volunteered to ddy up
sotne British Graves which were about a mile
away. Whilst marching to the cemetery we
passed a French fanily with a donkey. T conld
00t resist imitating the call of the donkey, which
caused the donkey to stop and caused me
trouble. That is how [ got my nickname "HEE-
HAW"

"At Honflenr I was scat for a medical and
prompily sent to the Dental Board, as I had
some bad teeth. Whilst having extractions I
discovered that Mr, Coltman, the dentist from
Harboreugh, was also working there, ...
I'was then sent to the Army Veterinary Corps to
help with wounded horses and mules. T did not
emjoy working there. It is a good job that
today's ammy is mechanised. T saw a sergeant
whom | thought Tknew. He was Sgl. Stimpsons
who taught me ar Stanground. He took a friend
and me to sec Bombardier Rilly Wells box
which we thoroughly enjoyed.”

“Later ] was transferred (o the wagon line of the
33rd Division gt Drickebusche. Two of us were
given & smatt tent which we pitched. Jerry came
over and bombed the horse lines. My mate was
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hit in the arm. 1 took him to a first aid post, but
never saw him again”.

"I was next sent to Potigije to take ammo to the
puns using pack mules. Each Mulc carmed ten
shells in a pasnier. Eighteen pounder
ammunition was like a big rifle bulfet, shell and
charge joined together. ... After another
break a Ganner named Pepper and | were sent

Gunner Chardes James
June 14918,
to prepare for an advanced ammmition dump.
After preparing our own camp and the base of
the dmnp, ammimition arrived daily, often after
dark, and we never knew when it would come
or g0, Nearby was an observation balloon
which Jerry planes regularly tried to shoot down
but were always chased away by our planes.

- We were often shelled with strapnel which we

calied 'coal boxes' because of the black smoke.
One day my mate was hit by shrapnsl. We
phoned and got an ambulance for him. 1 never
saw him again”, :

Fage &

In December 1917 1 was sent, with & other
Gunners, to work with the Royal Engineers o
help making shelters. The R.E's, had a nen
issug which we normaily did not have but we
were mciuded whilst we were working with
them. A voung officer issued the rum from a
dugout. When T took my small cup back he
noticed I had a very bad cold {which I had had
for some weeks). He zaid 'you could do with
some morg of this'. 1 asked How do 1 get #t? He
scrt me round the comer and gave me about 5
tots. It did not cure the cold but I slept very
well that might".

“One of our jobs was to ke titaber to where
the R.Es., were making the shelters. Shells
often came over causig many casualties. 1
hated to bear the Whiz-Bangs, Jfernv's smallest
shells, falling shost and making a rushing noiss
seemed to be coming straight for vou™.

"One night I was separated from my mates as a
party of officers came past.  Just after they
passed there was a Woof-Thud, T tound myself
sitting on & free stump, I checked that | had not
been injured. It was then that I noticed all the
Officers were lying on the ground with no
movement. An ambulance came and took them
awayY. ...........When I got back to wmy billet
my mates asked where had I been? I said I had
waited for the officers to go by. They all
thought that [ had had it™. 0

Mewc to come, Fortor

America entered the War

Russiah Revelution foflowed by an
Armistice with Gearmarry

First {arge-scale use of Tanks

Faschendael Ridge captured

Gen. Allenby takes jonigalem

N Y Y
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