The AGM For Your Dicwy
oth the President, Mr Peter Wilson and
] : 7 Dec Xmas Lunch® - The Count .
Chairman, Mrs Constanes Halssll, thanked 12 4; ;'OL: TG[: Spm R 0MnmEn
o e @ Doc. Branr Meetng and Fim Show |
YEAr L3 b=t 12 Jan i '
of the Service (Welfiire) znd Somal Conmitiees gave T
briel’ suminaties of their activities and the Treasurer * ¥or details please contact Bob England.
presn?nted ther Branch aceotmts for appraval, In the A proposed programime of Sacial Events is
ensuing election, all existing ofticers were returned enclosed. Pleass compiete and return the Fag. Charity No. 218274
unopposed but a ballot was needed to chooss the 7 guestionnaire as requested.
Branch Committee members, & hist of all those '
elected & their phone numbers is given below. The anul Britich Leginn
As noted on pl3, Peter Wilson said he wished to MrB W}
resign flom the post of Poppy Appeal Organizer & The Barher iy d;ﬁ‘dd Mﬂrkﬁ* Hﬂrbﬂrﬂugh
Ken 54 v hi k in the : For
eh S{npson was giving up his work in the villages S Brunch
Now at the Heim 01558 464308 THOmE oo Lopios Founded in 1923
Prasident Peter Wilsan 464585
Vice President Ken Stimpson 545820 14 St. Mary's Road, Maket Harborongh, Over
Chairman Constance Halsall 465314 Leicestarshire. LEl& 70U
Vice Chairman Torn Ashmore im} 433108
Secretary Batty Wast 434923 : Ye
Treasursr George Fleming 462711 Meetings @
Committes Members Regular meetings are
irama Blissatt (s) 431784 hedd on the Second
John Goxfm, s} 434583 Wednssday of sach
Bobr England{ss) 484288 month at 7.30 pm in the ;
Charles Freer(w) 467167 downsiairs  Function " OinLC
Mark Hudson{m) 459527 Room, Consanative Clukr
Tom Jeacockim, w) 466829 Building. Faifisid Road,
Ken Purdy{wo) 440623 Market Harborough,
Eiher Appointiisns Following the business lssue 22 November, 1599
Standard Bearer George Fleming part of e next mesting, ,
Deputy Std Brr  John Cox on ,:“" D’?"’E’“',:lag- ﬁ“
In Touch Editor  Ray Tyter 45188% SDCIRLRRshIN Wil be-dhe —_—
Other Posts under negotiation f consideration :ﬁr:“‘;g E: frlblmms'oma:ﬂa by . ,,ﬁ?é;%:ﬂ?:%?ﬁig: dhéIESe
: ; . et Harborn' Movie £ i s
Mote. fm) = Mrllgnmum Gl_}ml'l‘lit’[e& Makers, to rscord notable Mlarket Harhorough, LE L6 SED.
fs) = Sm:_:al Committes local events. Should bring Tel: 01858 465314
(ss) = Social Secretary back memories for some!
(w} = Service (Welfare} Committee ; : Branch Internet Web sile at
{wo) = Weifare Officer hittp:/wwewy midharbrorbl ukwet net
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Editorial

empns fugit, the saving soes, and not

onfy ic this the last Fe Tosech for this

year, it is also the last one for this
centary and for the second millenniom It is also
nry last issug, as [ am saow rednng from the
Editorship as old age has finally caught up with
me.

it is a strange phase o reach whon vou admit to
old age. Unlike a good botile of wine which
improves with age, or a good piece of fumiture
becomes more valuable in odd age. Even a
building can have a presecvation order slapped
of it in old age. Homo Sapiens becomes fraler,
stower, less active, less imvolved - and tn most
cases he becomes less valuable, We are teft only
with memories.

Sore people have very accurate and exlensive
memorics and can go back even as far as 8§
years ago. Many of us have ofd family
photopraphs  to  reftesh and  sustamn  our
memories. Our fathers and mothers would have
taken themn fo have a reminder of us in our
young days. But ow grandchildren do not
recognise 18 as we looked them - “That’s not
von, Grandad, surely!”

Continled on P2 >

r—— o -:_._-_-= LY, ll—-_u-:uun.\
The Three Swans Hotel
S8 senique, seperblyy renovgted 500 yeor o1d sooching Inn

The pevfeci visiting place..

# ldeal fora combuttable onemigh L g ktop - even heioer
For a fosgee ety
& [oming coffec, lundkat cid te i elcher the Cotaroa
ot Lounge Bar, writh mur}ﬂddlnin;ﬁ\;m;m_ cids
& Clepent sibvet acndes rataart awanded AR pactte far
Jpoet Evod and wrine.
*+ Abgactiwe functi d dini fer
rrtng ad e FIE i)
=~ High Sereat, Market Barburaagh, Ly LEL6 TW} e
ke Blusne 81858 A666G48 Exe DLESK 433101 V.

_ e T 2
MOWERS
CROMWELL MOWERS
Garden Machinex Specinlists
Sales-Service-Spares
FREFE professional advice, wizanty work
wrdertnkoon, all work guerantesd,
collection & delivery.
o7 discoun o REL mamins on
al prachises, on produciion
of maribership caard,
33 - 35 51 Mary's Road
Tel: {01858) 46'758%

Nawas

Coffee Morming. Whether judged by the large
number of member helpers who inanned the
stalls, served the coffee and did the washing-up
ot the ruraber of menbers who sapported the
event with their presence (and their money!), or
v the number of other visitors, or by the £230
raised for the Poppy Appeal, the moming of
23rd October was a great success, Thank you,
Bob England and all those involved!

Fage 4

The County Jewellers

WATCH, CLOCK & [EWFLLERY
SALES & REPAIRS
QUR SPECIALITY IS TO CREATF
YOUR OV DESICNER JEWELLERY
56 High Strect
Market Harborough

 Tel: (01858) 462773

R.D.JEACOCK & SONS LTD.

Established 1985
B0 Dvverdry B, WiE Marborough  Tal @ 1458 482082

1% - \i0i0 - 2000 - I I

Authorived Main Dealers jor

ROBERTS

FRANK GILBERT'S
forail your
HOUSEROLD ESSENTIALS

HOUSEWARE &

COOIKCWARE
Spaciailsta

SOHIGH 57 MARKET HARBCOROUGH
Tel: 01858462148

Ve thank all the
local Businessas
which support us
tiy paying for
advertising space
i s Newsietier,

Fage 14

Service and Produets
desipned for YOU

\ visheer
HARBOROUGH
BURDRIG SCOETY
Trodtimn’ vabi b 3. yhngfeg wed]
Welland House, The Sqiare,

Market Harturough, Leics, LBIS PR

Tek (M1353) 4fddds
e of 11 Brdkihog: Sociasar Asaceigden)
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Poppy Appeal

aware of Poppy Appeal activity iz when

Poppies appear in shaps, pubs or at ones door
two weeks before Remembrance day.
Few People understand the tranendous
amount of work which precedes and
follows that first appearance. Pespite
the menerous efforts of many merbers
and others. most of the work fals on the
shoulders of’ onfy four people. As Poppy
Appeal Organiser (BFAQ), Peter Wilson
has overall respangibility for the Appeal
in Market Harborough District, Ken
Sumpson  looked  after the  villages
fexcept the Bowvadens), Remie & Dick Fulford deal
with the preparation of Poppy travs & collecting
boxes and planning their allocation and distibution
They were also respomsible for counting, recoeding
and bunking the contents of the boxes and for

r l Yhe first rime that the geceral public become

preparing Thank Yoo cards for all collectors
and stakic points, Mot sorprisingly, the physical
and mental sttain has taken ira toll of gl of
them,

At the AGM, Peter ammounced that thes would
be Iis last vear az PAD and Ken said that he
too cust stand down, Renie and Dick, who
had given up preparation & distobution prior
io this year's appeal, were willing 1o continue
in & “weasury” role. A PAO ix appointed by
H{) based on the recommendation of the local
branch, A willing and able successor to Peter
18 AOW being soughe

Early indications are tits vear’s collection will
exceed last vear's record total - g very fitting
conglusion, Poter and Ken, to sp many years
devated to the Poppy Appeal. L0

Cortirysgd frarm P11

And  just another interesting  memory,
Licutenant eslie Fenton DSC the Skipper of
ML156 returned, but bis boat had to be scuitled
on the way back. He was an American, a well
imown Hollywood actor, His wife, who lived
in Dartmouth at that time, was Anne Dwvorak
the very Tamous Hollywood film acreess,

I remember Mr Edior lending you the book
“The greatest raid of all” by € E Lucas Phillips,
1 know you werc impressed with the book’s
erost detaifs, and read of the parts plaved by 2
of your former Army colleagues®. Amy member
1s welcome to borrow this book - just ask!

* ey were fom the Lharpool Soofitsh and weve
mabiised with me it August 1838 Capt Roy was
awarded e D.EQ. ( /e lad 2 Commanda) and
RAEM Afan Moss (MiD) s 8 smaf world!

.......... Ediifor L)
Page 12

Poppy Stall

Thiz year the design of the Stall incorporated two
comiputers presenting repeating Slide Shows, one
illustrating the many conflicts in which the Forces
have been involved & the other showing how the
Legion helps those affected by those conflicts. Q1

R T B g S S A
3;_-;\_\_.*' MKT
_:}:-'_s_', HMWG*’EH

{’" (0t B&8)
=7 468 468 =

HIGHLY COMPETITIVE /
AIRBORTS - LOCAL

DISTANCE - COURER /05
ey, BF StMary's Road &S0
o Market ngbnmugh_ 45 '_

¥ I e,

% e A, ;
o e e e g g

Cortirued from P1

And tune flies by, and the 20th Century -
“ow” century - is drawing to a close. Great
advances have been made in nearly cvery
theatre of hurpan existenice over the past 100
years: probably the most dramatc advances in
agy cenhery in this millamninm,. We can now
fiy round the world 1n 2 matier of hours, we
can tatk to friends and relatives in distant Jands
at the fonch of 2 button, we can 1scerve
pictures mte our homes of events happening
world-wide as they happea. We can travel in
one hoar cur relatives in the last century would
take a month to cover.

Unforhmately new digeases have appeared in
both 1man and animals. Global warming and
pollution problems will involve our scientisis
to their considerable limoits - And we have
managed in this centiry 10 kill more people as
& result of wars than have been killed in the
last millennium - and the kithiog goes on. ...

S0 farewell to “our” Cennwy and a guarded
welcome o the next.

Oh! T nearly forgot - “A Happy and

Mezmingfut Christrmas to vor =l.”
HBovnrarel Hirlerllt

Thank Yon, Rolary. Another confribution to
help launch this year"s Poppy Appeal was
fromn the Market Harbovough Branch of
Hotary, The donatton of £50 was from their
fund-raising activities for local Charities,

Thank yoz, John Cox for donating the porteait
of the RBL patron, HM The Queen, which is

now displayed at Branch maeﬁngci A

Paga 2



Remembrance

ost of oz know the Festival of
MRmnﬂmhtam:e at the Boyal Albert Iafl

only as 2 moving TV spectacle. This year
Andrew & Mrs Marniott had the wondeful
cxperienge of being in the audience. Though on 2
more modest scale, the Destival at the de Monttort
Hall was an improgstve event and 2 great credit to the
Cougnty Organising Commiittee and all those taking
part. Both ocor Standard Bearers were in the Muster,
Genrge Fleming leading the aroup representing "The
Royal Brifish Legion”, and Jobn Clox camying the
Husbands Bosworth colours, Memwbers from that
Branch #nd ours were taken to Lelecster in the
Community Vehicle driven by Gordon Adnett.

Mearer home, Anuistice Day was observed at a
simple but dignified ceremony st the Memotal in
Welland Park, followed by one on the Square where
wreaths were hung on the Gates to the Memorial
Garden. The two minutes silence, marked by the

firing of marocns, was ceverently ohserved by a Jarge
gathering of people on the Square, by those in
vehicles haled by the Police and  elsewhers
throwgghout the town.

Cortwnad an P 4

Another Cuiz Night. The Branch felded a team
at the ¥riends of C_AB. evemt on 8th
Movember, Teamn Captain, our Chainnan Con
Halsall said, “We dida’t do very well but it was
great fun”. Sounds like the lasl Quiz!

Back Numbers of In Fouch & In Fouch,
Foo ¢an be reproduced @ 50p & 15p a copy.
Adso Index for Issues [ - 18 (@ 50p. Contact
Torm Ashmore, MH 433108,

Fage 3

Condined fmm P2

15 salors were killed, many were woanded
and most of the remainder taken prisoner. 64
Commandos died, most of the others were taken
prisoner.  Amazingly & soldiers eventually
reachied Gibraltar and then rejgined their Units
to fight again, What stories they could teli!

Admirat of the Fleet Earl Mountbatten suid of
the raid:

“f know of na other case i Navy or Military
Amnals of such effective dunage being intlicted
so swiftly with such cconomy of force, for In
fess than hBalf an hour from the moment the
“Campbeltown” wanued, alf the Commando’s
chief demofition obiectives were successtitlly
achieved”

He continwed: “No fewer that five Vs were
won at St MNazsire, surelv by far the highost
propoision of Vs ever awarded for a single
operation;, snd this is the measure of the
heroism of all who took part i that magnificent
arterprise”,

I don’t beligve it will ever be known how many
Crerman and French personnel were lost. The
delay between the “Campheltown” ramming the
dock and then exploding was considerable and
in the wterim period the ship and saroundings
attracted many visitors!

Some 57 years after, [ went to La Baule on
holiday. Here was the War Cemetery where
many of those who died at St Nazaire rested. As
is so often the case, many of the graves were
marked “An enknown saitor, known only anto
God”. Obvicnsly chaps I had koown Able
Seaman Bill Savage VC was not there. I leamed
after, through Tom Ashmore’s effective

Page 10

computer system:, that he was taken horae,
obviously by ML 160 and buried ai Falmouth.
A here’s ending

T did, however. view the grave of Sergeant T F
Drrant V. Tt was beautifully attended at La
Baute cemetery and the Victoria Cross was
engraved on us toenbstone.

In a small way [ was imvolved with the St
Nazaire Raid. 42 very high awards wore made
to the salors and quite a mmmber were
“mentioned n despatches™. many
postbumously. It was s0 rewxirding o have dealt
with the administration work involved with
some of these awards, It was also painfil to
have dealt with the sadder business.

T've learned touch about St Nazaire singe 1942,
Many of nty Shipmates were heroes. 1 remained
safely on this side of the ocean - [ was no hero!

Shorfly aftcr St Nazare | was drafled to the
“proper” Navy. T joingd HMS Anson in 1942, a
ship which, in hindsight. must have pgreatly
benefited from the Raid We spent 2 years
protecting Russian Convoys fiom such ag the
Tirpitz; an enemy ship which cansed Tlittle
trouble again.

When writing fhese notes, interesting and
amnsing memories flashed back to those days. |
vividly remember Licutenant Tors Boyd DSO,
the skipper of ML160 coming mto the office to
report to the Captain of “Belfort”. He was
improperly dressed - a section of his cap was
missing; it had been shot away!

Contrred on P2ss=
FPage 1



“The Greateat Ruaic of ALl

and other Wartime Memorigs of the Royal
Navy
by Dick Fulford

he F.5. Belfort was an eldaly French

l Wavy Seaplane Tender built jn 1919,

After the fall of France she joined our

Fleet and was my first ship. I joined her in 1940

when she was alongside the China Clay jetty in

Fowey & she eventually ssiled to Dartmouth

where she was moored in the middie of the

River Dart between the Kingswear and
Dartmouth ferry terminals,

She had been converted into a Depot & Repair
ship for Coastal Forces - Administation
Engineering Workshops and Accommodation
for spare ¢crews - and me! She looked after some
of the Royal Naw’s small warships, MTBs,
MGBs, MA/SE s and M. - Motor Launches.

T had beem in the Navy just three months.
Fortunately the Captain’s secretary was a raw
recrnit too 80 we muddled through, If this was
an example of life in the Wartime Navy then i
was all for it. Ashore most nights, doty Fees,
daily grox ration nd weekend leave onge a
month. “A life on the Occan Wave” - | was glad
! joined!

Buat Alas! Their Lordships, unkmown to all
concerned, were plamming something sindster,
for in March 1942 there occurred what kas since
been referred to as “The greatest raid of all”, the
rasd on the only encmy Battleship Dock on
Gennamy's Western Seaboard at 5t Nazaire.

The Normandie Dock at St Nazaire was the only
Page 8

one able to accommodate the TIRPITZ and
Germany’s other Capital Ships, To keep this
menace away fom our Atlantic shipping the
Dock had to go. It was considered impregnable
so had to be blown up. Yet situated at the mouth
of the Loire, this seemed almost impossible.

HMS  Camwpbeltown, an  old expendable
destroyer, was gufled and chosen to be the
source of the explosion, Sha was packed with an
enormous weight of explosives and wanned
with a chosen RN orew and Commandos to
blow the whole of the dock and swrromnding
area to smithersens, And the 16 MLs plos one
MTB and one MGE were chosen to escort her
to the Loire fiom Falmouth and were then to act
as rescue vessels afler the raid.

The escorl vesscls were built of mahogany and
ran on petrol! And because of the distance. extra
petrol tanks were added. What chance did they
have aganst a very beavily defended enemy
river mouth!

However this daring night raid was plamed for
the might of March 28% 1942, “Into the jaws of
death rode the 600” - in fact 611 men took part;
345 Navy persomel. 166 soldiers from 2
Commando, 91 forming demaolition teams from
the combimed Comnandos plus a medical party,
3 hatson officers and 2 Press vepresentatives.

Snccess was overwhelming, lor the Dock was
out of nse for 10 wears, such was the
destruction. Ememy Capital ships were never
again able o reach out from Norway to destroy
our Atlantic shipping. But sadly the cost was
high for onlv one of the MLs {out of 16)
renmed bo Falmouth.

Coricued an Pideas
Pege

Cantirased from P32

President Peter Wilson recited the Act of
Homage and Kobima Epitaph, Last Post &
Reveille were playved and prayers were said by
Rev, Chris Moody. There is no doubt that
sepport for the two minute silence is prowing.

i Market Harbovough the Remembrance
Sonday pavade was led by the ATC Band and
overall there was a good turn-out, especially of
young peeple. However, it was disappointing
that so few Branch mermbers were able or
willing to imarch, At the very well attended
Service the lessons were read by Pater Wifson
and Constance Halsall and Rev. Cluis Moody
gave an excellen sermon, The Last Post and
Reveille was played besutifnlly by Peter Vine
and twao fetiow members of Harhorough Band.

In the villages, there were services and other
acts of remembrance at which local Branch
members will have been present, though we
have not received details of these events. )

Lest wv forsa
Wevegret to announce the death eardier this month of
Hr T Briver. Although seriousky #l he decided he wished
1 join The Royal Biitish Legion & became a Member in
Atignst this vear. We extend our candalences o fis
widow and fmnﬁi-_

From the Legion Electronic Matling list we
have tearned of the desth in a road accident in
MNotthern Spain of two prominent members of
the Costa Brava Branch. Messages of symipathy
have been sent via the North Spuin District

Secretary,

Paga 4



> the Breinch AUEFIO?

hat on sarth i1s ACFHOT Tt is how i a
publicity leaflet a vear or more ago,
the Branch was szid tobe

s Active

« Caring

e Friendly

» Innovative
Outward-looking

As fhe following Calendar shovs there is no
doubst that 1998/99 was an ACTIVE vear, But
what ghout C, F, T & 7 These characteristics
are very much a matter of individual fodgement,
30 how do yvou rate the Branch?

I ACFLO an appropriate st of characteristics
by which to Jedge the branch? What is right and
what is wrong with the branch? Let us know
what you fhink, Let's zet a bit of discussion
going in these pages. Give the new Editor
something to get his teath into!! See P16

October

2" 78" Anniversary Dinner - 57 attended

23" Puppy Appeal Callections start

28" Pub unch for 22 at The Countryman

31*  Festival of Remembrance. Members &
Standard Bearer go to de Martfort Hall

November

3,627 Poppy Appeal Strest Colleetion

88 7™ Poppy Stall manned in Market Hall

&"  Remembrance Sunday Parade &
Bervice organised by Branch members

11" Wresth laying ceremonies in Wetland
Park & at the Memorial Gates. Good
public response fo 2 Minutes Sience

Page §

11" AGM - Ladies elected as Chairman &
Secretary - Mrs Constance Halsall
& Mrs Betty West.
EBernard Halsall becomes Editor of
In Towuch

25" New Service Commitiee elected.

27" Branch members attend Husbands

Bosworth Anrual Dinner.

Denernber
1*  Chairman & President interviewed on
tocat Radio

11 Wheelchair purchassd for laan to
members and other ex-Service people

t4  Civig Reception & Le Légion d'Hanneur
presentation for Robert Cramp

18 Xmas lunch at The Countryman

31 Members attend funeral of Mermber
Jack Stimpson & Standard carrisd,

January

3 Branch mesting followed by a Quiz.

23 Jack Quain Trophy for Endeavour
presented at County Corference

Febiruary
10 Branch meeting + Talk by Joha Liddell

March

3 Informat Binnar at Boscos.

10 Branch Mesting + video presentation
by Jotn Clark, Hushands Bosworth

18 1si meeting of new Social Commitios

? Branch represented at AGM of newly
re~-formed Stoke Albany Branch.

7 Branch rapresented at meetings about
Miliennium plans & a2 community building

28  Members attend RM Band toncert at
de Montfort Hatl

April

14  Branch Meeting + Buffet & t:llspla'i.r of
Branch archives

20 Branch Luncheon at Wailland Lodge

Page 6

May

1 Coftee Moming at Harbhorough Theatre

12 - Branch meeting + Hobbigs evening

31 Poppy Appesl 198718 final total over
£10,50 - a record

¥ Wideo of Légion d'Honneur ceremany
presented by MH Movie Makers

20 Branch Luncheon at Weltand Lodge

June

9 Branch Meeting + tatk on Medals. RNA &
RAFA members invited,

12 Stall gt Carnival successful despite rain

21 Funeral of Robart Cramp - 7 members
attend

26 Poppy Race Day at Newmarket, A great
day out for Standard Bearer, Membars &
Friends.

30 CFO affends Commitiee meating

July

6 Branch Lurch at Old Red Lion, Welham

14 Branch Masting + *Characters &
Coincidences” - members tales.

24  Coffes Moming - pear support & takings
due to Holidays,

August
5 Novica Bowls afternoon
11 Branch meeting + a "Games” evening

September

7 Branch L_unch at Wheel & Compass

g Branch mesting + Buffet & Chat

13 RAFA Quiz Night - 12 members attend

17 Long Alley Skittles & supper avening

19 Members aftend Batfle of Britain servics
& Parade. Chairman's son, Group
Captain Halsall takes the salute

? Wab-site passes 1000 visits mark {after
frequent additions & improvements
during the year), L]
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