Dicery
201 Nov  Branch Commiltee Moeling

9th Dec  Family Christmas Concen
(seo p23) Ploase supporl our
friends the Harborough Band,

13th Dec  Branch meeling & Quiz (see
p 23)

15th Dec  Branch Christmas Dinner -
7.30pm Countryman Inn,
Greal Bowden. E13.50. Ring
Bob England on MH 464288
ASAP 1o book and/or to olfer
or requesl! transport

10th Jan  Branch Meeting

Nolo! Thaere is no Committee meating in
Doecember.

Mr B The Barber

14 St Mary's Road
Market Harborough, LE16 7DU

Appointments Available
Phone (01858) 464308

' -;.;
bt vhooedes Wbl

Tickets £3,50 (Under 16 free) from
ABC Muslc, St Mary's Rd, MH or from
Dick Fulford, MH 431515

Millenniwm Festival of Remembrance
Souvenir Video

This very spacial 90 minules recording
from tha Royal Albert Hall has been
made by the BBC, exclusively for the
Rayal Briish Legion. It costs £9.99 from

SupplylLines, RBL Industrios, RBL
Village, Aylestord, Kent, ME20 TNL
Tel MG622 717202

Meetings

Aogular  meetings  aro
held on the Second
Wednesday ol oach
month at 7.30 pm in the
downslairs Function
Room, Consorvative Club
Buikding, Faifiold Road,
Market Harborough.

Tho noxt maeting is on
13th  Decomber,  Tho
social ovent lollowing tho
businoss sossion will ba
a  light-heated  Quiz
prosented by John Cox.
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Felitorial

ACPEW EE O el meswe Bowreeons--yonn hope !

Welone strtine this new advertare, 1 msl an
vour Beladly thiunk my predecessor, Ry Tyler,
for the excellent ol e has performed os edito
ol T el e B set o stancdied sbich sall De
i challenge 1o keep ap O thanks fore all yon
FTTRTEITT e A CRTH K LT

Aweordl bere will nol come amiss Do eive o
Mk alee too Foan Ashiore, who for many
vedts T paedueed thas pesvsletter Te has been
the Backbone of s poblication and 1 amy sore
Bs enthusiosm and dedieation, s apprecited by

Al thae memibers

Pl main: purpose ol In Tonel s, as the ttle
isell soppesis, o keep members infoomed o
wlhant v happrening nod what e goine to lappen in
oo braneh ol the Roval Betish Legion, Bl it
would bea vl bonng pubhicaoon i€ this wa

all i contied
Caontinued on pago 2

I Mewmorim

Sondhy, e Suave toorecond the deatle on anth
Ovtirfrer, of Newa Colender after a niy
illeress, Alidy witlt Newa Did been a Mandr of
the -"i:l.;."- wr onely sitne site paved fer Mot
fhn .'rJ.Iru.l.:-\'.I'.' fhree yeurs T sl foole s
active a putd in the Branncly as fer ifloess
alfeved The standfand was corried at her
frovrad wiliich was attendnd ﬂrrly Ny felliny
secenilers ond g o cpresentiatives of KAFA of
widede sfe B alser Deews o seeindver, Siocere
votferfenrees e extended o ler siste Jowanr
Ashursone cond ol fee fomily

Service and Products
designed for YOU

\ MARKET
HARBOROUGH

RO ST
Teadilianal valiien In n ohanglag waekd
Wedland [louss, Tho Sguars,
Markat Harborongh, Leios, LE 10 700,
Tol: (OIAGH) 40T

blamhias ol o Pdding Wadielies Sanovalinn

N ' s '.;AKTH‘ e e
" HARBOROUGH

/
(01868) \

/ 468 468
POINT T0 POINT TAXIS

HIGHLY COMPETITIVE
AIRPORTS - LOCAL
DISTANCE - COURIER !
S0 00 Moy s Romd

Rdarker Harbsorosuch /'r
ST W

The Counly Jewellers

WATCTL CLOCK & [EWELLERY
SALLS B REPATRS
OURSPLCIALTTY IS TC CRENTE

YOUR CWN DESIGNER JEWELLERY

50 High Streed
Market Harboroupgh
Tel: ((1858) 462773
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We thank all the
local Businessos
which support s
by paying for
|'Hj'|."l!'rtl.'ili"|l;| .'I}li!l!_‘.iI|I
iy (s Newys ol

Eatabiinhacd 1955

R.D.JEACOCK & SONS LTD.

20 Coventry M., My Hibaiough  Tel @ 01058 403092

1V - VIDED - Auio - HI i

Authorized Mosn Deelers for

Panasonic SONY

..V.C. I ROBERTS

 FRANKGILBERT'S

farall your

HOUSENOLD ESSENTIALS

HOUSEWARE &
COOKWARE

Spocialists

EOHIGH ST, MARKETHARBOROUGH
Tol: 018568462148

CHINA arened GELASYWARE SPECIALINTY

WHITEMORES
aipnreanite the Papivh Chueck apd €0 Grasmemee Sl

Markat Harborough
hene 460945

Wedgewood = Avnsley = Crown Dedy
Droulton * LladrofNao = Cmithness Gloss
Swiroviki Crystal * Mosons lronslone
Royal Scot Coystal = Lillipot Cottages
Conalport = Portmeinon
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The Other Throe Dayo

THURSDAY, b NOYEMBER

Vhe opemnyg, of the Exlubition m the Musewm
wits o bit ol a non-event really, although since
then it has been attracting members of (he
public several of whom have provided new
mlormation for "The Books", The exhibition,
tuns until nd-December.

SATURDAY, 1 Hth NOVEMBER

Anmstice Day, tumed out to be a very wel one,
But i spite of this a good crowd gathered at the
Memorial Gates in the town centre o observe

the two minutes silence and  the laying of

wreaths, Special thanks are due o Poter Vine
{omdd his musie troer, Mavion) of the Market
arborough  Band, for defyvmg the von o
gonme the Last Post and Reveille. The Silence
wits also observed in the Market Hall and, we
believe, elsewhere i the Town, Farlier, a small
but cignified  ceromony,  was held w0 the
memoril in Welland Park

A REMEMBRANCE CONCERT 15 what it
wits called and inoa nostalgic sense it was. The
well chosen and vaned programune of muosie
representing ench  decade  of the  Legon's
existence, was performed 1o the high standard

that s the hall-mark o the Tarborough Band,
Near the end of the prograomme the Last Post
provided solemnity approprate to the day and
cmplasised by having, the two cornet players
and our Standard Bearer in the pallery ol the
front of the chweh, An audience ol about 120
comfortable filled the downstnirs of the Baphst
Churehy,

SUNDAY, L2th NOVEMBER  was a g,
end 1o o week deseribed by ong member, g
long-time  vesident of Hirborough, as "the
Baggest thang the baneh has ever done”. The
trachiional Remembrance  Sunday Parnde,  led
by the ATC band, included an encouraging
number o young people. The salute was tuken
by the Lovd Licutenant, Me Tun Brooks and
HDC Charrman, Clle Roy Vickers, Mr Fdward
Ciarmier wos also present. The service in the
Parish Chureh was led by our Branch Chaplain,
Rev, Chns Moody and in a moving senmon
Rev, Martin Wilson, spoke of the experience of
s father, the Bishop of Sinpapore, as a
prisoner ol the  Japanese  in WW2 A
congregabion of about 400 was thought 1o be
the larpest for many years, L9

Internet Snippetos

Rocoant massages on the RBL Eloctronic Mailing list have included condamnation of the CWGEC decision 1o cut
thair overseas gardens’ allowances, a cry for help from a terminally ill amputes trying to obtain artificial legs,
sewveral seeking news of old comrades or relatives, nows of Canadian troops in Kosova and reaction to the

povernmaent gratuity for lormer Far East POW!'s

The Branch website is still attracting interest with the "hit counter” reglstenng 2137 (as of 14,15 hrs 2601 1/00)

Rocent "Guest Book™ entrios include one from Tom Jeacock's son in New Zealand "surprised to find a story
from Uncle Kan" (West), from Ontario about 3 graat-unclas lrom Kingsthorpe, Northarts. killed in WA, from

Holland suggesting another story from Ken West and from Market Harborough about the Band's websita,

MH RNA now have a website designed & run by their Mike Cheeseman who wan a prize in tho recont
Comknet compatition, Mark entarad too - in a different class his - but his application aot lost. He's furious!
Fage 17 Page 13

Continued Trom page 1
This s where you come !

Fhere i the well-known saying That every cily has o
million stores, Sooa town the size o Marke
Harborougeh must have o fow thousond . Reducing
still further, an orgamsation with o membership ol
over O must have dozens of stores waiting 1o be
tobd, There are many of our members who served 1n
the last war, vou st all have o story 1o lell Men
and women who served o the Torees and women
members who worked an the Land Army or ofher
government  posibions, O vou bousewives who
alaved ol home while vour hosbands and sons were
away - what was it hke, what were your thoughts
amel Feelings? Tell us of vour expenences, Even sho
anecdotes of the "1t happened to me” type, will all be
ol mterest, Please tell me YOUR story

Phis issue 10 bumper one. Aparet from reparting on
a Labulonsly successful Remembrance Week, we are
including some of the background Jeading up 1o the
week, You will see that muoch planoing and hard
waork went mto it The final resolt was theee Toe all o
see and experionce

Apart from the Poppy Appeal atsell) 1 think we can
homestly say that we brought home (o the people of
the town an awareness that not only was there o
branch of the Roval Brish Legion established here,
bt also of the wims and worke of oue organisation
Ihe feedback from the public has been gratifying
and interesting, both Trom local comtact and through
the website, and ane hope now i that this awaroness
may rellect in recrnitment Heares for the branch,

In closmg, may 1 oremind members thnt during our
Rowal British Legion Week, the Market Harbarough
Band gave us moch co-operation and support. Mow,
m tuen, would ask oll members 1o support the band
e ther coneert on Saturday, December 9t (see
pugeli) €2
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Iranch Organisation

[hee Octaber issue of P Fouch, Too listod
the nomes ol those who at the AGR had
Leron olecled as OfMcors and membars of the
Franch GCommitlea [L s thair responsiulity
quickly to appoint a Sarvice {usually known
as Wallare) Commitlen and 1o decida how
ther olher activilies of the Branch are (o he
argarnised

Al meetings held on 2510 October and 151
Movembar, the Tollowing appointmants and
araas ol responsialidy wore dacicled

WELFARE COMBMITTET
Sonvies Sacratary - Jobn Lidedel
Membwrs - lrone Blissott {wollare visitor)
Wik Edwarcds
Coharhes oy
Fown Jeocock

SOCIAL COMMITTE]
docial Secretary - Ancrew Marmiot (Lokos
o fromm Bob England on 1at January)
Membire e Blissel

ek Ciox

Earry Thorpe

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTE]
Sacrolary - Tom Ashimare {publishor, Tn

Forviec )

Hob England (editor),

Mark Hudson {wobsite & 1T)
[herr rolo would include publicity, archives
and rosearch, Som Shull, who was nol o
the machings, would bo aakod o jenr the
laam

Standord  Boearar toorge Fleming
Cepuly Std. Boorer- John Cox

M appaintieents may be made [aters

JUNFE

This prowed 1o be quite a busy montl On the
Oth we held o Tuncheon ot the Wheel mnd
Compass ot Weston-by-Wellnmd,  Anoither
successfol - Collee Moming took place on the
Hh, followed by the branch meeting on the
P ot which ploms for the Millennium Week
were explined and discussed. A comal wip went
ahead on the 151h when ten members enjoved o
clay aut,

(e NMarkel Hirborough braneh hosted  the
County halfvemly conlerence on the 24t
the  Cnthalie Chucelr Hall, Some members
helped with the setting-up of the hall o
servang, collee and refreshments, A computer
display wis also set up 1o show the work Mark
Hudson had done on the net concerming, the
Royal Bratish Legion. The Guest Speaker M
Greprpe Ghanmble was most warmly applauded by
the delepates, some of whom later requested
talks ot thewr branches, From feed-hack it would
appear that the pdlermoon was o preal success

JULY

Fhis month's  branch meeting, was something,
different as ot was held at the home of Si
Mhichael Cinllon-Smith on the 120 The second
ol the day dnps ook place on e 15th, when a
couch ok members oo the A Museam al
Dustord. Apmn the support was disappoimting,
as oonly MY members were on boord the 3 -
sealer conch,

ALIGUST

The Test event ol Avgost was another Tuneheon
at the Wheel and Compass that was very well
attended and enjoyed on the 8th, The branch
meeting was again Tollowed by o bulfet on the
Sth. The Beer and Skittles evening orpamsed
for the 25th at the Old Crown, Fleckney, was

apann poorly suppocted awd e nombers were
made wp by poests introdoced by one of o
e bers,

SEFTEMBER

Mine members and  wives empoyed o shon
holiday in Noomandy ot Valerv-en=-Canx, Aller
some doubl about its Teasibility owing 1o the
petrol Dlockade, o conal trip ok place on the
FRD o Doned Adee Tavlonr's boat, Cie ol o
members, Andrew Munolt, took part i the
REBL Pedal to Poais Poppy Appeal Tund-raising
event, Andrew s peatetul Tor all who sponsored
ey Bral dasoppoanted that, as he believes he was
the  only cotant i Leicestershire,  he
received linle support from other branehes
the Clounty,

Except for rathar disappointing support {or mos|
of the social ovents, 199952000 has been an
oxcoplional year, The rocruitment of 17 new
mombors was the highest on racord and [heare
woare only 4 voluntory losses (one of which was
a transtory, Sadly ¥ membars died giving o net
Incroase in membeorship of 6 and o year-ond
lotal of 107 Attendance at meotings has
coplinuad ta increase and s lypically about
0% ol membership, Each of the threa fund
raising  Colfee Mormnings  has  boon very
succossiul in terms of member invalvement,
contributions to the stalls and nat incame

Public sawarenass of the Branch and the Legion
has been greatly haightenod by the axcellant
covaranm in the local Pross of Branch activitios,
particutarly the praparations for the Millannium
Fastival Wanls

Our vary high profile during the Weelk dsell, and
tho many complimonts paid, especially for "The
Gardan” & "The Books", should produce aven
Battor rasults in 2000001 ()



Review of Branch Year ot Octobor, 1 Q90 to F0th Septombor, 2000

OCTOBER 1999

"W must do thes every year”, people said after
the 75th Anmversary Dinner i 1995 So the
event on the T5th October, wos called the 1990
Anval Daomer, 1 followed the same format,
wirs held at the Market Harboroupeh Goll' Club,
wars well sttended and o opood evenmmge was had
By all Ol 230 ol this month we held a
Coffee Morning wlich varsed £2300 and on the
Al some members attended the Festival ol
Femembrance at the De Mot ot [Hall

NOVEMBER

Space tor storape, preparation md distribution
ol trays ond collecting boxes Tor the Poppy
Appenl was mnde avinlable by the Ariny Cader
Fowee, Streer collections were made on 3 doys
Novel computer displivys were used on the
Pappy Appeal market stall The 2 Minuates
Silence was well observed in the own and the
Remembronee Sunday Parade and Service well
attended, The the AGM was held on the |
and was followed by o bulTet

DECEMBER

Fhe only two events i December were the
Chrestmns Lunch at the Counteyman on the 7ih,
followed by the branch mecting, on the 8th al
which we were shown il lostage of events in
Harborough from caclier in the century,

JANUARY 200

The wanch meeting, was followed by o light-
hearted quiz,

Fage 14

FEBRUARY

Fhe Climerom ond another member from
Lutterworth broameh attended this month's
meeting which was followed by o bulTer, On

the PR o Beer , Skattles & Supper Fvenng,
wits orpanised ol the Od Crown m Fleckney,
which was great fun, The Tt Coffee Morming
ol the yewr vaised $2760 < o ovecord,

MARCH

Fhos Being the irthdiy month of the branch,
the monthly mecting was followed by a
barthday qurz and o 770 birthday dinner was
held on the 24th at The Bull's Head st Chipston
when 24 members enpoved convivial evening,

APRIL

Oh the dth, o luncheon was held an the Langlon
Army which was poorly attended with only nine
members present. The branch meeting, on the

1 2th s followed by o talk from Mr, Georpe
Ciamble, who onee again told us the stones
Belnnd some ol the medals o s wide
collection,

MAY

The County Freld OfTicer and County Secretary
addressed the branch following the monthly
mceting on the 1O, On the 200h the branch
bl srvamped o day's outimge 1o Winchester and
the Museum of Avmy Flying at Middle Wallop
This was very poorly supported and the conch
wars eventually filled by vesidents from
Huntigdon Gardens retirement homes

Fagpe 15

MNewrs

NEW MEMBERS

Five new mambers have joined us since
the baginning of October and we walcome
Mr. L Hirat, Mro B E Marshall, Mr, E R
Morman  (translerred  from Great  Glan
Branchy, Mre. J M Norman and Mrs, © L
Walling. Sadly there has been onae daath
Mrs, Nora Callender, (soo page 1)

MEETINGS FOR 2001

Normally, Branch meolings will continue to
b in the downstairs Function Room of the
Consarvative Club at 7 30pm on the 2nd
Wednosday ol each month. But_not_in
January - see December In Towch
Too. Tho Noyvamber meating will bo the
AGM. The Branch Commitlos will moeet on
tho last Wednesday ol the month (except
Decamber) at ¥ . 30pm in the upstairs bar of
the Conservative Club,

Bih NOVEMBER

The Presentation of "The Books" is fully
reportad on pages 10 & 11 but mention
should be made hore of the sonse of
occasion which had been created. Firstly,
the earlior start time of 7 15pm lor the
Branch Meating, yal many people wore
there belore 7pm. Chairs and tables sel oul
with near mathemaltical pracision, rasoned
fronl row seats with names of  wwiled
guests, anxiety on the face af the Choarman
(&% othors'y Thon ot 8Bpm,  tho  short
businass meeting over, the guests came in
fram the lounge whero Tom Jeacock had
walcomed  them 1o be  recalved by
Prasidant and Chairman, with  Standard
Bearer flanking the entranca. Various "Fow
Wards" of the Prasontation Ceramany said,
it was Buffet Time, Jan & Los Sewell's
offering was magnilicent & reflected the
sianihcance & mportance of the avaning. ()
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From Little Acorns
by Hlotspur

"It s to mark the Millennium, you know
Vanous orgamisations have been allotted their
own week to put on a it of a show. We have
got Poppy Week. Anyone pot any ideas?”

That was how ot all started. As 1 ordenng,
distibution of boxes, sellmg of poppies, re-
collecthing, totalling up of all the monies and
filling m all the forms was not enough, they
wanted more -- five days more!

But someone had an adea: A commutiee of a
dedicated few was formed and o plan was made

that necessitaled  an enommous  amount  of

thought, discussion and some physical work

Few could hove imagined the size of the 1ask to
e undertaken, Uncomplaming,  and  almost
unnoticed, they set about the job of listing oll

the people ol the Market Hurborough area who
had made the supreme sacrifice in two world wars

Page 5

The Poppy Appeal in Millonnium Week

The job of the Poppy Appeal Orgamser 15 a
pretty onerous one but when it 1s combined
with heading such an ambitious project ns our
Millennmium  Festival Week, it is demanding
indeed. Much credit is due to Tom Jeacock for
shouldenig this double responsibility,

Financial results of the Poppy Appeal are not 1o
hand at the time of writing, but Tom assures us
that everything “went smoothly”. What he
means is that the old stock was sorted and new
stock ordered, that over 200 poppy trays were

Ay et IR,

We camnnot end thas report of a fantastie week
without special mention of the poppy collectors
We owe many prateful thanks 1o the band of
men and ladies who stood on the sirects of the
town, often in appalling weather, and those who
took on the task of howse-to-house collections
m the town and the surrounding areas, In spite
of all the carefully laid plans and orpanising of
the Poppy Appeal, i the Fimal analysis without
your help none of it would have been possible,
Our thanks once agin

The branch again had o stall in the Maket Hall
for the three market days, Tuesday, Friday,
Soturday but this year for the first time we
were present ot the Sunday Antiques Market
Murk Hudson, was responsible for  the design
and armanging the manning, of the stalls, which
apart from the sale of poppies and wreaths,
carmied a wealth of information about the Royal
Brtsh Legion  and its mims and objectives
through a  continuously  running  computer
cisplay. In a rolling display, a second screen
showed each of the 326 name pages m  the
Books of Remembrance The medals of one of
our members and the citation for his M. ©
were on display and aroused much inferest. {2

filled and collecting boxes sealed and
labelled, that they were delivered to and
later collected from, pubs, shops and
offices, and the homes of  house-to-house
collectors, that a rota of  street collectors
was produced, that there was an eflicien
system of  counting, recording  and
banking the money, All of this required
the effective and willing teamwork of the
many people involved.

Poge 12
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Bookos of Remembance

On Wednesdoay, November 8th, allowing, o
somnewhar - shortened  monihly  meeting,  the
Books of Remembrance were Tormally Tanded
over o the  town,  Members  of various
orpamsations e the town had  been invited,

topether with members Trom other beanches of

the REBL and individuals who had helped i the
produciion of the Work

e hand-over coremony was performed by owm
Clawirman, Mres Constance Halsall, who handed
the  volumes 0o Comelllor Roy Vickers,
Chuinman of the Markel Harborough Disteict
Council, Mr Vickers prnsed the beanch lor the
work that had pone into the production of these
s volumes and requested  thae Harborough
Muscum be responsible for then salekeeping,

The keeper ol the Haborough Museum said
how deliphted the muosewn was (o receive the

warks, and how maportant they were because of

the local hestory they contamed. She assured us
thit the volumes would always be avialable 1o
any members ol the publbic who wished 1o
perise them o For vesearchers in the future,

ABROUT THE BOOKS

For the beneli oew members and others who
have nod seen The Books cither completed or
whalst in production, the following notes are
tken from the "Few Words" Tom Ashmore
sand at the Peesentation

" O the Wor memaorial on The Square there are
the nmmes of 254 who dicd mothe Fiest World
War, O the Memoral Gates there are 72 {rom
the Second World Wi, All we know for certain
from reading those 3260 nmmes 15 1hat one i that

Fuage 10

aowonnan, Her nome s piven as Bathleen Pryor
st ol the others are qust surnames and intials,

Cle Vickers, what you will receive 15 our
atfempl o turm those anonyimous nimmes into
real people 0 To honour them as individunly
we have piven eoach two e pages. One the
vight s a0 lnge cross on o which s mseribed hiy
personal details, O the Tell lond  pape are
detils of the cemetery or memonal, is location
& drections aboutl how to veach ot Historiea!
mformation olten includes  reference 1o the
campaiens in which the casualties ocenrred

Three volumes wre needed (o cover WW 1 and

one Tor WW2 The G1h volume s o sort of

supplement to the  first fowr and - containg
additional information  which (hoas been on)
miay be obtmned about an individual, o location
ar o evend. There are photopeaphs,  stories,
even o diny kept m 1915 and 1916 - soime veally
fascinating stull m this volume, Voluime six is o
sinpler and contains copies ol representalive
pages drom the other volomes. Ths s the
volume which will be on permanent display in
the Museom, with the others being avarlable for
reference on request.

Clle, Vickers, this is whit s beng, handed over
but 1 have to tell yvou that the work 15 nol
complete. There s information it we have
abtmned but nod et ancloded. We have il
olfers of memorabilia that we have not yel
tiken up, There are many lines of engquiry that
could stll be pursued. What we hope s that
more research will be anderiken and  1ha
members of the public will sull come Torward
with material, o continue  the process ol
convertmg, names (o veal people.” £l

Fage 11

Coontined fiam poge

They needed the names, home addresses and
parents of these people, topether with their
ol vesting, places, Research was carvied out
with the co-operation ol the Harborough
Muail ito the newspaper's archives;, through
the wternet, Conumonwealth Wi Graves
Comimission records were aceessed  mnd
sonrees of local history used; from pubhshed
works,  and v the mfoomation andd
memorabilin provided by local people, Great
cire wias taken o ensure the acearney of the
research. The result - o Roll of Honour in the
o o o s wolume  "Book ol
Remembeance” presented and accessable 1o
the people ol the (own

Buot thil was not alll The Memworial Gordens
i the town centre were 1o be transformed
il o Glarden of Remembranee, o sort ol
mininture wir cemetery with a new Nagpole
om whach the Union Jack would be lowered
ench evening i a sunsel ceremony, And to
round ol the week, o Coneert would be
prven by the  popular and  respected
Harborouph Band,

They  were ambitous plans == but the
comuttes, with help from a Lot of peaple,
stuceeeded. Our congeatulations and grateful
thanks must be pecorded o the Millenmium
Clormrmttee and all these who worked so hard
(o miake this week the success o undonbtedly
Wil

They were also expensive pluns, but costs
have been met  lully  throwph  penerons
donations,  gromts ond fundraising,  Nao
Branch or Lepion Tunds hove been used, £
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Garelen of Remombrance,

The first event of "our week™ was the opening
of the Garden of Remembrance, on the evening
of Monday, 6th November. Following a concert

in St Dionysis Church, given by the Band of

the Army Cadet Force, we proceeded 1o the
Memonal Gardens,

But, on the mormmg of this event .

A small band of workers wmed up at the
pardens at 830 -- g damp cold Monday. We
were concermed that the niver at the bottom of
the garden was rising and rushing past at an

One problem was the unevenness of the ground
and the need to align the tops of the crosses
hovizontally. This was achieved with battens
and specially made steel rods == and a spant
level!

Meanwhile the electncinns had been

alarming  rate. Would  the
nver burst s banks and
flood our work 3

aren? With
fingers  crossed
{metaphorically)
the working
party pressed on,

With much
reference 10 the
plans drawn up
50 meticulously
by George
Fleming and
Tom  Ashmore,,
datum  lines of
string, were
marked ofl on

e

r“"’“‘hnh

The Rev Chns Moody, the branch Padre,
conducted the service of dedication. The newly
mstalled  Moodlights shone  down upon  row
upon row  of pnstine white crosses, each
beanng a poppy at its head. Flanking these
crosses  were  iwo memorials,  one
commemornting the dead of the Fiest World
War and the other for the Second World War;
and the centrepiece, a model of the Cenotaph

It was an extremely touching and poignant time
witnessed by a sizeable crowd on the footbndge
and the path on the other side of the niver, As
the Union Jack was lowered to the strains of the
Last Post, played by twoe buglers, many tears

were being shed among the watchers
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installing  the foodlighting; and the
branch nune boards and title board
were placed facing ocross the niver,
The final touch was 1o place the two
memaonals and the Cenotaph in place.-
< all three of which were misde with
much care and hard work by George
Flemmmg--and  we  stepped  back 1o
admire our work!!!

Mention must be made here of the
contribution  of some  of our  lady
members who, during the moming,
supplied and served us with hot coffee
and cakes. Thank you, ladies; and it 15
arguable as 10 whether the job would
have been completed without you!!

the lnwn; lengths of timber
with CIOSSCS alrendy
attached,  were  carclully
unloaded from the velicle
(kindly loaned 10 us by
Monks)

The rows ol crosses were
lid out == |8 inches between
each cross and 2 feet
between each row, m sinct
alphabetical order. And 1t
was with much satisfaction
that the last row of three
crosses  fitted i exactly
according 1o the plans
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