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Newsletter – December 2012 
Remembrance 
It all came together for us on 11 November. Not only did we enjoy a glorious, 
sunny day, record crowds, a great turnout of ex-Service and Cadet marchers, a 
dozen members of the RBL Riders Branch, a car parked right in the middle of us 
all, and even our own protester – all for our Remembrance Parade and Service at 
the town War Memorial. 
Our protester was dressed in a black monk’s outfit – if he had worn his underpants 
outside he could have been the Caped Crusader – and waved a cross of white 
poppies, but we ignored him. The Legion does not have a problem whether 
someone wears a red or white poppy, both or none at all, and we have left his 
white poppies with all the other wreaths on the War Memorial. The owner of the 

car however is beyond contempt 
But none of this spoiled the day. Our Branch Chaplains, the Rev Canon Donald Gray 
and Rev Eileen Bangay, with the Mayor’s Chaplain the Very Rev Mark Warrick and 
other church pastors led us all through our ceremony of Remembrance. During the 
Two Minute Silence we remembered those who had given their lives for us all and so 
many wreaths were laid to reflect the Town’s homage to their courage and sacrifice. 
It all rather put our ‘mad monk’ into perspective. 
 

Moppets honour our dead 
The wreaths and flowers at the War Memorial made a brave sight in the damp, grey 
gloom of the Monday after Remembrance Sunday. Then, suddenly, the day lit up 
when 50 or so moppets from Malcolm Sargent School in bright yellow hiviz jackets 
arrived, followed by a dozen youngsters from Wilds School, led by Darren 
Rawnsley. 
Darren Rawnsley welcomed everyone, 
Shaun Arthur said the Exhortation, Darren 
read a poem of Remembrance, all the 
children sang a song ‘Wear a poppy today’, 
and  I recited the ‘Kohima’ with a 
description of the battle it came from. 
Finally children from both schools laid 

wreaths which they had made themselves. It was such a simple little ceremony but 
the faces of the children showed that it meant so much to them to share with the 
grown-ups in remembering the brave men and women who had given their today for 
our tomorrow 
 
Jayne Arscott 
Did you see our member, Jayne Arscott, in the Festival of Remembrance at the Royal Albert Hall? Jayne is an RAF nurse and 
has just completed a 6 month deployment in Afghanistan where she was engaged in going out with the other medics to get 
injured soldiers from the front line and bring them back to the medical units in Camp Bastion. 
On her return she found that she was to lead Princess Mary's Royal Air Force Nursing Service contingent down the steps into 
the RAH. What an honour! How well deserved! There was an especially good TV close up of her during the hymn Abide with 
Me. Jayne was wearing No1s and, what she described as, a black pirate hat. 

 

 

 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/stamford
http://www.facebook.com/RBLStamford
http://www.twitter.com/Stamford
mailto:srbonde@hotmail.com
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 Grace & L/Cpl Glading 

 

 
Poppy Appeal 

High Street Collection 
The stars of our High Street collection this year 
were again the two ‘volunteers’ from the 104 
Military Working Digs Support Unit at St 
George’s Barracks. Dingo and Grace were an 
enormous success when, with their handlers, Cpl 
King and L/Cpl Glading, they attracted large 
crowds to our MDU. The result was a total of over 
£1500 collected for the Poppy Appeal. Brilliant! 
  

Supermarket Collections 
Our thanks go to Morrisons, Waitrose, and now also Sainsburys for allowing us to collect in 
their stores throughout the Poppy Appeal period. The amounts raised were Morrisons 
£9318.47, Waitrose £5960.88, and Sainsburys £4008.97.  
The figures for Morrisons and Waitrose were clearly affected by the recent arrival of 
Sainsburys and, in total, were down slightly on last year’s total of over £20,000. But this was 
to be expected in the current economic climate and also with the thankfully fewer casualties 
being experienced by our Forces in Afghanistan. We would like nevertheless to thank all our 
members and volunteers and the generous people of Stamford without whom none of this 
would have been possible. 
 
 
Vintage Tea Party 
Amber Stokes and friends are organising a Vintage Tea Party in the Congregational Hall on Saturday, 8 December. This will 
feature teas and cakes from 3.30 to 8.pm, and 1940’s themed entertainment from wartime dancers and singers. Entry costs £4 
each (or £3 if accompanied by cakes) and OAPs and children go free. Lucy is donating half the takings to our Branch, so 
Amber Stokes is appealing for volunteers to help man the admissions table – and simply to come along and take part in the 
party!  
Amber will need help from 4:30-7pm, so please ring her on 07902 826398 or email amber_stokes@hotmail.com if you are 
available to help for an hour during that time. 

Branch Christmas Dinner 
Our Branch Christmas Dinner this year will be almost a re-run of last year’s. We 
shall again enjoy the generous hospitality of the WOs’ & Sgts’ Mess at St George’s 
Barracks and the meal will take the form of a soup, followed by a carvery offering 
three choices of meat, and finally a choice of three sweet courses. Afterwards there 
will be a disco till about 3.00am for the Branch glitterati! Dress for the gents will be 
black tie or lounge suit or blazer (with tie) and appropriate dress for the ladies. This 
all happens at 7.30 for 8.00pm on Friday, 14 December. The dinner costs the same 
as last year, £17.50 each. 
We also hope to have a bus which will leave the Danish Invader at 7.00pm sharp, 
and leave St George’s at 11.30pm. You will not be allowed on the bus without prior 
booking. We still have to establish how much the bus will cost members. 
We have to give the caterers our numbers by 1 December, so bookings for this, and 
for the bus¸ must be made with payment to Ray Beresford (Tel: 481981) by             
1 December. Ray will be taking orders, and cash, at the Poppy Appeal party on 
1 December. After that, it will be too late to join us in enjoying our premier social 
event of the year! 

Branch Christmas 
Tree 
Colin Francis will, with the sturdy 
help, inspiration and support of 
Bill & Lana Wells, be decorating 
our traditional Branch Christmas 
Tree this year as our exhibit in 
Stamford’s Annual Christmas 
Tree Festival in St John’s 
Church. The theme this year will 
be Peace in our Time. Out tree is 
always a beautiful sight. It, and all 
the other trees, will be on display 
between 9.30am and 4.30am 
from 30 November to 9 
December. Go and admire! 

Christmas Carols 
We have received invitations to two 
Christmas Carol parties. The first is in 
the Real Bean ‘Families’ Coffee Bar at 
RAF Wittering at 3.30pm on Monday, 
10 December.  
A few members will recall the response 
of the residents of Tixover Grange 
Care Home when the Branch Can Belto 
Choir performed for them last year. 
Remarkably, we have been invited 
back at 2.30pm on Thursday, 20 
December. Mince pies and sherry are 
also on offer. 
Please let me know if you would like to 
go to either of these events 

Stamford Christmas Festival 
We shall again play a significant role in the town’s Christmas Festival this 
year.  The Festival will take place on Sunday, 9 December from 10.00am to 
4.00pm in the High Street, Red Lion Square, and Bath Row. There will be a 
1950s theme with over 200 exhibitor and trade stalls selling everything from 
‘festive’ food to Christmas crafts. There will also be a fun fair, Santa’s 
Grotty, eating competitions (!), 1950s tribute bands, street entertainers, 
singers and dancers, and many other attractions. Our MDU will again be 
there dispensing cups of tea, coffee, cocoa and cup-a-soups and other support 
for the exhibitors. This is again a valuable opportunity to make friends and to 
enjoy ourselves exchanging badinage and Christmas cheer with other 
exhibitors and the public in general. We shall need lots of Members’ help in 
pouring cuppas, swapping banter etc so do come along and join in the fun. 
Please do not wait for a gold-engraved invitation! It would help if you could 
ring Ray Beresford (481981) so that we are not all standing there in rows at 
11.00am and no one there at 3.00pm. 

mailto:amber_stokes@hotmail.com
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In brief… 
 

  Apology 
Roy Prentice sends his thanks to all who 
took part in the Raffle held at the Poppy 
Appeal Band Concert on 2 November. It 
raised £202. But Roy also wishes to 
apologise for reading the winning 
numbers too quickly. As a result two 
prizes remain unclaimed – 47 yellow and 
638 green. If you still have those tickets, 
you should contact Roy (751730). If not, 
the prizes will probably reappear at the 
Poppy Appeal Party raffle! 

  Any Questions? 
Last month we asked for volunteers and 
for questions for our proposed ‘Any 
Questions’ entertainment at our New 
Members’ Social evening on 15 January 
next year.  
We have had a response ! Two 
members have offered to come on to the 
panel. We still need two more, and 
preferably a new Chairman too. But we 
also need questions. So far we have had 
none. No questions – no ‘Any Questions’. 

  School Vouchers 
Very many thanks to those members who 
so kindly collected for us those 
Morrisons Let’s Grow vouchers with 
their shopping. One member collected 
over 400  - he clearly drinks a lot of 
Morrison’s milk! 
We have split the vouchers up and given 
several hundred apiece to Malcolm 
Sargent, St Gilbert’s and St Augustine’s 
Schools. All said how much they 
appreciated this action by the Royal 
British Legion. Well done! 

  RAFA Xmas Lunch 
RAFA will hold their Senior Citizens’ 
Christmas Lunch this year on Thursday, 
20 December at the Masonic Hall, 
Stamford at 12.30 for 13.00 hours. It is 
open to all RAFA members who are 
entitled to the State pension.  Dress for 
the occasion is: Gentlemen: jackets and 
tie please; Ladies: appropriate attire. 
A traditional 3 course meal will include a 
glass of wine, followed by tea or coffee 
plus a mint. Guests are invited to bring a 
raffle prize. Frank Magee will lead 
Christmas Carols and songs. 
The cost for RAFA members is £6.50 
and £13.00 for non-members. Members 
will be given priority. Places are limited 
and will be first come first served. 
Tickets from Tony Story, 1 Peterhouse 
Close, Stamford PE9 1JB by 12 
December at the latest. Cheques to be 
paid to RAFA Stamford. 
 

Sits Vac 
Following our AGM last month we still have three Committee vacancies to fill: 
Poppy Appeal Organiser – Jim & Pauline Rimmington have nobly filled this 
role for the past 6 years and in that time they have developed an efficient team 
who ‘run’ the Appeal in Morrisons, Waitrose and Sainsburys and who help 
with the distribution and re-collection of the poppy and coin boxes. They 
however now thoroughly deserve the right to step down. We need someone 
therefore to take over leadership of the team. We also need volunteers to take 
responsibility for receiving, counting and handling the cash. 
Social Member – Bill Turner has been responsible for organising our social 
events for two years with great success; but he no longer has the time to do it. 
We need a successor. This is a vital part of our activities but, as with the other 
responsibilities, we do not expect one person to do everything – there will be 
plenty of help. So far, we are committed to our Poppy Appeal Party, the 
Christmas Dinner, and the New Members’ Evening in January. Once they are 
over, we have no more social activities planned. 
Ceremonial/Remembrance/War Memorial Member – No one has been 
clearly responsible for these essential activities in recent years. The result has 
occasionally been misunderstanding, muddle and missed opportunities, eg to 
organize a Standard Bearer at a funeral, etc. We need someone in Committee 
who, while listening to the business in hand, will be responsible for flagging up 
the need for a Standard Bearer or Parade Marshal, or the decoration and care of 
the War Memorial, or liaison with the Town Hall etc and of course to see that 
these needs are met efficiently. 

Membership Subs 
We make progress on collecting cash-paying members’ subs, but 33 are still 
adrift. I suspect that several members believe that, just because they have 
signed a direct debit authorisation, they are direct debit payers. Wrong!!! It’s 
not that easy with our dozy, shambolic Membership Department at HQ. If it is 
any guide, I signed four such authorisations over a ten year period before the 
message finally got home. 
Direct debit payers received their membership cards through the post in 
September and their bank accounts were deducted £14 in the first week of 
October. If this did not happen to you, the Legion still class you as a cash-payer 
and I have your new membership card with me now. You must give me £14 of 
your drinking money, in cash or by cheque. 
I shall next bring all the new membership cards to the Poppy Appeal Party on 
1 December to exchange for your hard-earned. Alternatively, you can send me 
a ‘Royal British Legion’ cheque for £14 and SAE (as several members have 
done) to me at 31 Clare Close, Stamford, PE9 2QA. Also alternatively, I can 
call on you in exchange for a direct debit. Let me know – 01780 757041. 
Funny - no one has taken me up on that one yet! 

 

Shaun lends a helping hand 

The plinger goes into the glodget 
somewhere. 

ACF Inspection 
Five of us – Shaun Arthur, Gordon 
Williams, Keith Mellowes, Brian 
Marsden et moi – turned out on Tuesday 
evening, 13 November to lend their 
support to the Stamford ACF cadets. The 
occasion was their annual inspection by 
Maj. Duncan Fielding, Officer 
Commanding, 2 Squadron (Queens’ 
Royal Lancers) ACF. 

Shaun helped to put the cadets through 
their paces in stripping down their 
weapons and arms drill, including a rather 
noisy Royal Salute! The cadets of course 
passed their Inspection with flying 
colours and Maj Fielding expressed 
particular pleasure at seeing the close, 
working relationship and interest between 
the cadets and our Branch. 
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As you will see, I am back. Actually I was never ever very far away, but I 
have now taken the newsletter back from Pat Savory who is too busy with 
more important matters. I am sure however that all members will wish to 
thank her for all the effort, talent and sheer hard work which she has given to 
this newsletter over the past year. Meanwhile Pat will continue her excellent 
work as our Branch Secretary – we are lucky to have her services. 
Julia, Helen, Rob and I would like to wish all Branch members and other 
readers a very Merry Christmas and a prosperous and healthy New Year. 

Steve Bonde, Editor 
01780 757041 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMING EVENTS  
Saturday, 1 Dec   Poppy Appeal Party, Cummins Club 
Saturday, 8 Dec Vintage Tea Party, Congregational Hall 
Sunday, 9 Dec Stamford Christmas Festival 
Monday, 10 Dec Carols, RAF Wittering 
Wednesday, 12 Dec  ‘Christmas & Aliens’, Malcolm Sargent School 
Friday, 14 Dec    Christmas Dinner, Royal Artillery 
Thursday, 20 Dec Christmas carols, Tixover Grange Care Home 
Monday, 14 Jan Troops Parcels Packing 
Tuesday, 15 Jan  New Members Social/ ‘Any Questions’ 
Friday, 22 Feb Branch Market Stall 
                 
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING                 
1900 hrs, Tuesday, 11 December, Clare Close Community Room           

NEXT BRANCH SOCIAL                  
2000 hrs, Saturday, 1 December, Poppy 
Appeal Party                           

Bernard Howard 
Most members will have read in the Mercury of the sudden death on 3 November of Bernard 
Howard. Bernard was a member of Kings Cliffe RBL and a vigorous supporter of all Serving and 
ex-Service activities and interests. One of his last acts had been to visit his company offices on the 
day before, distributing poppies to staff on behalf of the Royal British Legion, as he had done for 
many years. He was also a strong supporter of the British Berlin Airlift Association, paid for the 
memorial at the Kings Cliffe airbase to the US Forces stationed there during WWII, and was a 
constant thorn in the flesh of Ministers on all such matters. 
Bernard was not a Stamford member, but he was a long-time and generous supporter of our Branch 
and its activities, attending many of our functions, and contributing quietly in many ways in the 
background. We shall miss his enthusiasm and support and send our condolences to Kevin and all 
members of Bernard’s family. We will remember him.  

 

 

Eric Thompson 
We regret to report that our member, Eric Thompson, passed away in PCH on Sunday, 18 
November following a stroke at home. 
Eric served his National Service in the Royal Engineers and afterwards spent many years in 
the Ambulance Service. He was also been a keen supporter of the Stamford Branch of the 
Royal Lincs Regimental Association. 
Eric joined our Branch only in 2008 but quickly took an active part in its activities, most 
notably representing the Branch with distinction on the mobile unit at the various fairs, shows, 
and festivals in and around Stamford, and at our monthly welfare workshops at RAF Wittering 
and the Royal Artillery.  
Eric’s funeral will take place at the Crematorium at Marholm at 1.00pm on Monday, 
3 December. We will remember him.  

Come On – Make My Day  
Fed up with being carved up by some boy racer? 
Hacked off with lycra-clad cyclists running you 
off the pavement?  
Here is the answer - the Vespa 150 TAP 
developed for the French Army to provide light 
artillery support in remote locations. It combines a 
Vespa Scooter with an M20 75mm recoilless rifle 
and they can be airdropped in pairs.  
For those of us who are at the Senior end of the 
age spectrum I am sure that a version could be 
developed that could be fitted to a mobility 
scooter.  
Now all you arrogant little bikers – let’s be having 
you!!  

Thanks to the Int Corps Assn newsletter for this. 

Mobility Walker 
Roy Prentice has a brand-
new 4-wheeled mobility 
walker, pictured here, which 
he would like to sell and 
give the proceeds to Branch 
welfare funds. The walker 
alone normally retails new 
at £75 - £80. He also has a 
folding chair for sale. Please 
contact him on 751730. 

 


