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Newsletter –NOVEMBER 2012 
 
Annual General Meeting 
The meeting was supported by the outgoing committee and about 50 general 
members, which is the customary number for this exciting annual event. 
There are many branches who would be delighted to have that amount of 
support, so thank you to all who turned out. In the absence of John Copeland 
the meeting was chaired by Derek Gladman and Ray Beresford who both 
gave a report. Both referred to the various events that have taken place this 
year despite at times difficult weather conditions. The MDU has been much in 
evidence both around Stamford and at various events organised by other 
organizations and branches. Mr Mellowes presented the accounts which were 
adopted by the meeting. He was pleased to announce that the Branch is in a 

healthy position financially. 
The minibus has broken 
even financially and has 
been loaned out regularly to 
both individuals and groups. 
Anyone can drive the 
minibus provided they are 
between the ages of 25 and 
70, and hold a full UK licence. The current committee was re-elected on a 
show of hands, there being no new nominations. Mr Bill Turner, Mr Jim 
Rimmington and Mr Hugh McNeill have stepped down from their various 
roles and we are still seeking committee members to be responsible for the 
Poppy Appeal, Welfare, and Social events. Please speak to a committee 
member if you are interested. Your current committee members are: Mr 
Gladman (President); Mr Copeland (Chairman); Mr Beresford (Vice Chair); 

Mrs Savory (Secretary); Mr Mellowes (Treasurer); Mr Rawnsley 
(Youth and Schools);  Mr Bonde (Membership). Other committee 
members will be co-opted at the first meeting of the committee on 
20th November, in the common room at Clare Close. Committee 
meetings are open to all members and all are welcome to come 
along. At the close of the meeting Mr and Mrs Rimmington were 
presented with the Presidents Cup, awarded annually to a member 
felt by the committee to have worked exceptionally hard for the 
Branch and also with a shield and certificate of appreciation. Jim has 
overseen the Poppy Appeal for 6 years, and is stepping down. Mr 
McNeill was presented with a shield and certificate of appreciation 
for his contribution as Welfare Chairman for 8 years. Hugh is 
stepping down due to health problems. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

John Copeland (Chairman) 
John is now home and recovering slowly. However he has been spotted attending to some Legion business!! He thanks 
everyone for their cards and good wishes. 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/stamford
http://www.facebook.com/RBLStamford
http://www.twitter.com/Stamford
mailto:(e-mail:brianoutreachuk@talktalk.net)
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The Corgi Did it! 
 Ellie Marston 
 

 
Gabrielle Ball 

 

 
Tabitha Crook with Joyce. 

 

 
 
Christmas Dinner Friday 14th  December 2012 
Our Christmas Dinner will be at St Georges Barracks, Luffenham, and take the same format as last year. The 
meal will take the form of a carvery.  The cost remains the same as last year, £17.50 a head and . Tickets can be 
obtained from John Copeland, Pat Savory or Ray Beresford. There will be a free coach departing from the 
Danish Invader at 7pm and returning departing Luffenham at.11.00pm If you wish to travel on the coach you 
will need a ticket available from the same sources. There are 52 coach places available, first come first served. 
 
The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal Competition 
What a sparkling display of imagination and splendour Stamford Branch unleashed when 
they invited local schools to join a competition to design a medal for The Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee. There were a wealth of entries from Years 4-6 at Malcolm Sargent Primary School, 
Stamford Junior School and St Gilbert’s Church of England Primary School. The Crown, 
the Union flag, lots of jewels, and The Queen of course all featured prominently among the 
entries, all decorated with an abundance of ribbons and glitter 

The judges, Branch President Derek Gladman, Chairman John 
Copeland, Secretary Pat Savory, Youth & Schools Member Darren 
Rawnsley and Joyce Burton had real difficulty in choosing their 
favourite entries. They were all so good that they felt that 
everyone deserved a prize but, in the end, they decided after much 
agonising on a charming design, featuring a Royal corgi, by Ellie 
Marston of St Gilbert’s School! What imagination! Other winners 
were Gabrielle Ball of Malcolm Sargent School and Tabitha 
Crook, aged 8, from Stamford Junior School. They will all receive a real Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
Medal from the Branch, a Branch winner’s certificate, and a Poppy pin badge, and St Gilbert’s 
School will be awarded the Joyce Burton Trophy for the overall standard of all of their numerous 

entries. The Trophy has been commissioned and generously funded by Stamford member, Joyce Burton, for presentation each 
year to the school winning this and other similar Branch competitions in the future. 

This was a charming competition which 
brought out so many lovely ideas from the 
children. Thanks go to the judges for taking 
on a difficult and thankless task, to Darren 
Rawnsley, Branch Youth Member, for the 
idea and for organising it so well, but 
especially to the schools and the children for 
joining in with such spirit. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Membership Subs 
Cash-paying members are responding 
well to my exhortations last month to 
stump up £14 of their drinking money 
quickly. This eases the pain both to 
them and to the poor Membership 
Secretary at this time of year. 
Following our AGM on 16 October, 
only 55 out of our cash-payers are still 
not paid up. 
As set out last month, I shall next bring 
all the new membership cards and 
gubbins to the Poppy Appeal Party on 
1 December to exchange for their hard-
earned cash. Alternatively, you can 
send me a ‘Royal British Legion’ 
cheque for £14 and SAE (as several 
members have done) to me at 31 Clare 
Close, Stamford, PE9 2QA. Also 
alternatively, I can call on you in 
exchange for a direct debit. Let me 
know – 01780 757041. 

Steve Bonde 
Membership Secretary 

Doris Jibb 
We regret to report that our member, Doris Jibb, 
passed away on Tuesday, 16 October. She had 
had an operation in the summer and spent a long 
time in hospital afterwards, latterly in the Van 
Geest wing of Stamford Hospital. She served in 
the Land Army during WWII and was immensely 
proud and pleased to receive the Land Army 
badge when it was introduced in 2008. 
Doris came from a family through and through 
Legion. Her husband and father-in-law carried 
the Branch Standard between them for 20 years 
and, when her husband died, she joined the 
Branch in her own right in order to keep the link 
going.  
Doris, in her late 80s, was a lovely lady but was 
fiercely independent; she would almost bristle if 
you dared to offer her a lift anywhere. She also 
pulled more than her weight in the Poppy Appeal 
every year at Somerfields/Waitrose and she 
always baked a special Christmas cake for the 
Branch to auction/raffle at its annual Christmas 
Dinner. We do not see many like Doris any more. 
We will remember her. 
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 2nd/3rd November. -The vigil 
mentioned in the last newsletter will not 
now take place due to lack of volunteers 
for the overnight slots. 
 

 RBL Oakham Branch extend an 
invitation to any members to join them at 
their Remembrance Parade/ Church 
Service on Sunday 11th November. 
Assembly is at 2.00pm in Market Street 
Oakham, and at the church at 
2.30pm.Refreshments will be served in 
the Drill Hall afterwards, provided by the 
RAFA. 
 
 

 Darts Open Pairs Tournament – to 
be held at Greetham Community Centre 
In aid of RBL Poppy Appeal and the 
Community Centre, .on Sunday 11th 
November. Registration from 11.45 -
12.45pm, following the Remembrance 
Parade.  Various categories of entrance, 
details from  Tom on 01572 813025.   
 

 The RBL Alford Branch are 
holding a Film Show & Talk about the 
North Atlantic Convoys on Sunday 18th 
November at 4pm. Details from John 
Johnson 01507 466554  or 
 johnjohnson954@btinternet.com 
 

  The final packing session of 
parcels for the troops will be on Monday, 
23rd January. Although we will be buying 
goods for that purpose, any donations can 
be brought on the day. Volunteers will 
also be needed. 

Brian 
 

 
The team of distributers outside Scholes 
 Funeral Directors, the  gentleman in the 
 Middle is Charlie Louth, Scholes Stamford 
Branch Manager. 

 

 
 

 
 
Poppy Appeal 2012 
The Poppy Appeal was launched nationally on the 26th October for two weeks until Remembrance Day on 
November 11th. Thanks to all of you who have signed up to 
volunteer at the Supermarkets over this period. As we embark 

upon this year’s Poppy Appeal challenge I would like to confirm our final 
numbers for 2011. At close of play yesterday the total monies collected nationally 
was declared at £40,088,972.78, this represents a year on year increase of 9.38%. 
Impressive !  We crept in just over £40,000.  
This means that Stamford contributed almost exactly 0.1%, or 1000th of the total. 
There are, I believe, well over 3000 Branches and about 300,000 members. We 
have 260. We and Stamford definitely punch above our weight. 
 
Distribution of Poppy Boxes 

Our thanks to Jim Rimmington for 
organising the distribution of the 
Poppy Boxes to local shops and 
businesses on 24th October, even 
though he has officially ‘stepped 
down’ from the role of PAO 
Your Committee appeal once again 
for someone to step forward to 
organise next year’s appeal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In brief… 
 

Calling all Footie Fans 
On Saturday 10th November, Notts County Football Club are 
dedicating their match against Crawley Town to raise money for 
the Poppy Appeal. 
The players will be led onto the pitch by the RBL standards and 
during the match cadets and volunteers will line the pitch. 
Collections will also take place and poppies can be purchased.  
There will be 2000 tickets available for current serving members 
of the Armed Forces and veterans to attend the match for free 
with their families. The match starts at 15:00hrs at Meadow Lane. 
The tickets are available from the normal tickets outlets on the 
day with MOD90 identification or a veteran’s badge. Each Armed 
Forces member/veteran can claim up to 4 tickets 
 If you have any questions, please direct these towards the Notts 
County ticket office by calling  0115 955 7210 
 

  
What did I come here for???? 
 

Frank Turton 
We are sorry to inform members of that branch 
member, Frank Turton, passed away on 25th October. 
The funeral will be at All Saints Church on 6th 
November at 12 noon. Mr Turton had spent his last 
few months in Whitefriars. 
We will remember him. 

mailto:johnjohnson954@btinternet.com
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Looking for a Christmas Present?? 
We have just read ‘Parachute Doctor’, the memoirs of Captain David Tibbs 
MC RAMC. Captain Tibbs was a member of 225 (Parachute) Field Ambulance 
and served with the 5th Parachute Brigade of the famous 6th Airborne Division 
His fascinating recollections feature jumping into Normandy on D-Day and the 
subsequent intense battle to defend the Airborne Perimeter; assisting the 
Americans in repulsing the Ardennes offensive, the massive Airborne drop 
across the Rhine and the rapid advance to the Baltic to prevent the Russians 
moving into Denmark. This a very readable book, and Pat was particularly 
interested as he commends the many conscientious objectors who were in the 
RAMC, as her father was in the Parachute drop as one of these. Published by 
Sabrestorm and obtainable from Amazon.and presumably all good bookshops.  
Brian and Pat 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                              
  
 
 
 
       
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMING EVENTS  
Nov 3rd               Inaugeration of Garden of Remembrance 
Nov 4th               County Festival of Remembrance, Cranwell.  
Nov 11th             Remembrance Service at War Memorial 
Dec  1st               Poppy Appeal Party 
Dec 14th              Christmas Dinner, Royal Artillery. 
Jan 15th               New members meeting 

                 
 
NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING                  
1900 hrs, Tuesday, 20th November,  Clare Close Community Room           

NEXT BRANCH GENERAL SOCIAL                  
2000 hrs, Saturday, 1st   December, Poppy Appeal Party at Cummins Club.                           

Best Wishes to our members, 
 Brian and Pat. 

Market Stall 22nd February 2013 
Some of you will remember that we have had a stall on 
Stamford Market in the past, but not for awhile now. 
Start to look out and save any bric a brac in good 
condition.  Only good condition books etc. Please hang 
onto it for now as we don’t have anywhere to store it 
in our flat. 
                                                                     Brian 

Any Questions/New Members Evening 
We agreed in July that we would mount another ‘Any Questions’ entertainment 
at our New Members’ Social evening on 15 January next year. We need to 
prepare. Could we therefore have some volunteers please for panelists and, if 
anyone fancies the job, as Chairman? Ideally we would like a mixed panel, as 
in July, of the old-and-the-bold, youth, male and female.  
Could you all also let us have some questions – about the Legion, about 
Stamford, about anything, both serious and frivolous. Surely some of you last 
July would have liked a say on what was being discussed. Now is your chance 
to pipe up and let us have your views. 
 

 

Invest And Prosper?  
If you had purchased £1,000 of shares in Delta Airlines one 
year ago, you would have £49.00 today  
If you had purchased £1,000 of shares in AIG insurance 
company one year ago, you would have £33.00 today.  
If you had purchased £1,000 of shares in Lehman Brothers 
five years ago, you would have nothing today.  
If you had purchased £1,000 of shares in Northern Rock three 
years ago, you would have nothing today.  
But, if you had purchased £1,000 worth of beer one year ago 
at Tesco's, drunk all the beer, then taken the aluminium cans 
to the scrap metal dealer, you would have received £114.00 
for them.  
Based on the above, the best current investment plan is to 
drink heavily & recycle. A recent study found that the 
average Briton walks about 900 miles a year.  
Another study found that Britons drink, on average, 22 
gallons of alcohol a year.  
That means that, on average, Britons get about 41 miles to the 
gallon!  
Makes you proud to be British. 
Thanks to the Int Corps Eastern Region magazine. 

 


