
Welcome to this summer edition of the Royal British Legion 
Brussels Branch newsletter. 

Summer is edging round the corner and with it 
the excellent news from the Belgian consultative 

committee last week easing the restrictions from 09 
June.  I very much hope that this will allow many of 
you to reunite with family and friends either here in 
Belgium or by restarting long-awaited travel again.   

Behind the scenes your committee has been 
working hard in preparation for the relaxation of the 
rules and I am delighted to say we are starting to 
build a programme of events for the summer and 
beyond.  We will kick off at the end of June with our 

first Act of Remembrance since September 2020 and invite you all to join us in 
the Evere Commonwealth War Grave site at Brussels Town Cemetery on Saturday 
26 June.  Big news - Steve Grant has been planning our first ever battlefield tours 
for 11 September and 02 October.  Turn to page 6 for more details and please do 
give these events your support, and if you cannot attend share the details with 
history buff friends.  We hope that offering battlefield tours will provide a good 
way for branch members to get together, and deepen the connection of the 
branch with Belgium and its wartime history as we look to our 100th birthday in 
2022.  We have other proposals in the pipeline – if you want to get involved or 
have any other ideas, give Steve a shout.  

You will notice a few differences in this newsletter as we have decided to include 
articles in French and Dutch to better reflect our membership and our local 
connection - especially as we look to celebrate our century of support here in 
Belgium.  If you would like to submit any articles in Dutch, English or French 
please send them along and we would be delighted to include them. 
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The Royal British 
Legion formed on 
15 May 1921 
bringing together 
four organisations 
of the Armed Forces 
that had established 
themselves after the 
First World War.  

By 1921, the 
tradition of a Two 
Minute Silence had 
been established.  
The first Poppy 
Appeal was held 
that year, raising 
over £106,000 to 
help WW1 veterans 
with employment 
and housing.  

The Legion was 
established to care 
for those who 
suffered as a result 
of service during 
the First World War.  
It has been helping 
the Armed Forces 
community and 
their families ever 
since. 

JOIN US ON 
FACEBOOK 

Keep up to date with 
the latest news

1
FOLLOW US ON 

TWITTER 
@RoyalBrussels 

Your daily dose of RBL

2
BOOKMARK OUR 

WEBSITE! 
Packed full of your 
history and stories 
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On 15 May 2021, the Royal British Legion celebrated a century of charitable support and branches across 
the world marked the event in different ways, the scale of the events driven by the prevailing COVID-19 
conditions. The Brussels Branch held a small wreath laying ceremony aligned with the Cenotaph event in 
London.  In the evening, I travelled across to Ypres with Freddy 
Roiseux, our hard-working standard bearer, to join Ypres and Antwerp 
Branch in laying a wreath at the Menin Gate. Read more about the day 
on our website. Our branch will celebrate its own 100th anniversary in 
May 2022, I remain positive that we will be able to enjoy this 
significant birthday together as a branch rather than virtually.   

As ever, the charity is here for you and for our beneficiaries. Please get 
in touch or pass on our details if you know of anybody who could 
benefit from our help.  

With warmest wishes, Zoe  

Welcome to our new 
members  

A  very warm welcome to the following new 
members to our Brussels Branch. 

• Leo Cendrowicz  

• Margaux Roberti-Lintermans 

L eo Cendrowicz  (pictured above) is a journalist 
and communications consultant, who was born 

in London and has lived in Brussels for most of his 
life. Son of a Berlin-born Jewish father and an East-
Anglian mother, he studied modern history at 
Manchester University, before settling in the 
Belgian capital, where he had spent some of his 
school days. A correspondent with the i 
newspaper, he has also written for Time magazine, 
The Independent and The Guardian. He says 

history still informs his journalism, which includes 
articles on the many wars fought in Belgium, 
including Waterloo and the two World Wars. He is 
a keen explorer of battlefield and other historical 
sites, often forcing his two sons to join his 
expeditions. He plans to do a cycling tour of 
Flanders Fields this summer. 

Margaux Roberti-Lintermans se présente comme 
suit.. 

“Petite fille de François Roberti-Lintermans, j’ai 
rejoint la RBL lors de son décès en novembre 
dernier. Très impliqué dans l’association, il me 
parlait souvent de ses déplacements pour les 
commémorations. Nous partagions une passion 
pour l’histoire dont j’en ai fait mon métier. 
J’effectue actuellement une thèse de doctorat en 
histoire contemporaine à l’UCLouvain depuis 
2019. Auparavant, j’ai eu l’occasion de travailler à 
plusieurs reprises au Cegesoma sur des 
thématiques liées à la Seconde Guerre mondiale. 
J’aimais écouter mon grand-père me parler de ses 
expériences dans la résistance et par la suite dans 
l’armée belge en Allemagne. Il a certainement 
contribué à développer ma curiosité insatiable 
quand il s’agit d'essayer de comprendre le présent 
et passé.”   

We look forward to meeting you both soon. 
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Branch condolences  

Brussels Branch would like to extend heartfelt 
condolences to the family and friends of 

François-Marie Jacobs who passed away on Friday 
09 April 2021 aged 95.  A brave, humble and 
positive character, he was a stalwart of the Hotton 
and Bure commemorations.  He will be sorely 
missed.    

We will remember him.  

Remembering François 
Marie-Jacobs - his story 
as told to Dennis Abbott 

W hen the occupation started, I was 14 and 
still at school in Antwerp. It was too young 

to think about escaping from Belgium.  

I interrupted my studies at the end of June 1944. 
There was no way I wanted to be sent off to work 
for the Army in Nazi Germany, so I had to stay 
underground until the liberation which came in 
September. 

I worked with the Belgian Resistance (without 
being officially part of it) in the liberation of the 
port facilities in Antwerp and its northern suburbs. 
In contact with the British forces, I was able to help 
observers from a Royal Artillery battery, installed in 
the bell tower of my parish church, to locate firing 
targets on enemy positions. I also helped to rescue 
the victims of the V1 and V2 flying bombs which 
fell on Antwerp and its immediate surroundings. 

Antwerp and its deep-sea harbour were a vital 
supplies and communication hub for the Allies. 
The first V-bomb fell on the city on 13 October 

1944, killing more than 30 people and destroying 
many buildings. On 16 December, a V2 hit the 
Cinema Rex when it was packed with soldiers and 
civilians. More than 570 people were killed 
including 300 Allied servicemen and women. The 
flying bomb attacks on Belgium – Liège was also a 
major target – continued until the end of March 
1945. More than 8,000 people were killed.  

Recruitment 

In mid-October I presented myself at the volunteer 
recruitment centre for the SAS Airborne Regiment 
at the Maison du Roi in Brussels. 
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YOUR RECOMMENDATIONS: MOUNTBATTEN FESTIVAL OF MUSIC 2021 

Missing your hit of military music? On 05 June, HM Royal Marines presented their annual 
Mountbatten Festival of Music from the Royal Albert Hall. A ‘virtual’ event, you can catch up with the 

show (1 hr 38 mins) at the YouTube link here ->:  https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=OIghMte4SSY.    

Highlights at the festival are: a commemorative of the Duke of Edinburgh’s 64 years as Captain General 
of the Royal Marines and a finalé which commemorated the unveiling of the Cenotaph in London and 
the interment of the Unknown Warrior at Westminster Abbey.  The latter has some fascinating black and 
white footage from the period.  

Thanks to our new member Mike Magan for the recommendation, who suggests pairing the festival with 
a glass of good wine :) 

François Marie-Jacobs at 
Bure

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fm.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DOIghMte4SSY&data=04%7C01%7C%7C76cfe13f200049cca89508d928befd01%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637585623012838085%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=A%2F61F2mLEWb93xZmKlV8fV84obZVP6nu%2BzuOkpqTidE%3D&reserved=0


Unfortunately, the quorum had almost been 
reached and they were only taking men over 19. I 
was still a month under age so they told me to 
come back at the next recruitment session in 
January 1945. 

I was finally able to join the Regiment in February 
as a “volunteer enlisted in the field for the 
duration” by Major Eddy Blondeel at the Two Lions 
Barracks in Tervuren.  

A f t e r m y s h o r t t r a i n i n g i n w e a p o n s , 
communications and transport, we were given 
orders at the start of April to move to the north-
east of the Netherlands for Operation Larkswood. 

I was assigned to the first assault platoon of B 
Squadron of the Belgian Parachute SAS Regiment, 
part of the British SAS and known as the 5th SAS. 

Operations 

As I could drive, I was given the wheel of a 15-cwt 
Fordson truck, carrying 10 men, under the 
command of Sgt Hubert de Mûelenaere. 

In order to prevent the return to the Reich of the 
many Nazi troops still present in the north-east 
pocket of the Netherlands, and to prevent the 
arrival of fresh forces from Germany, we took part 
in numerous operations – notably in Hardenberg, 
Hoogeveen, Oosterhesselbrug, Coevorden, 

Vlagtwedde, Wedde, Blijham, Winschoten, Beerta 
and Finsterwolde, ending up at Dollard Bay and 
the North Sea, which we were the first Allied troops 
to reach. 

Our assault sections, armoured jeeps equipped 
with Vickers machine guns, pioneers and mortars 
were the spear-head of the advance, covered at a 
distance by Canadian and Polish armoured units 
on both sides.. 

With the Dutch part of Operation Larkswood over, 
our unit headed east into Germany to Oldenburg 
(Lower Saxony) to force our way up through 
R o s t r u p , W e s t e r s t e d e a n d fi n a l l y t o 
Wilhelmshaven. But we didn’t need to reach our 
final objective because Germany surrendered on 
08 May. 

Counter-intelligence 

But our military operations were not over yet. 

We were given orders to take part in a major 
counter-intelligence mission. Our job was to seek 
out and arrest high-ranking military personnel, SS, 
members of the Gestapo, col laborators, 
concentration camp torturers and other war 
criminals returning from Norway or Denmark or 
hiding among the population. 

Groups of 10 to 30 of our men were scattered in a 
good 10 German cities, from the Russian zone to 
the Danish border and beyond. Our platoon had 
Flensburg as its destination. 

In the course of these missions, members of our 
unit captured Joachim von Ribbentrop (Hitler’s 
Foreign Minister), Admiral Karl Dönitz (Hitler's 
successor as head of state), General Ernst 
Schaumburg (former commander of Paris), Klein, 
Fincke, Specht, Rosenberg, Triepel, Hert, Herta 
Meyer (spy) and several hundred others. 

In July, finally back in Belgium, we continued 
training for a possible attack against Japan, but it 
surrendered in August after the US dropped atom 
bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, thus ending 
the Second World War. 
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François Marie-Jacobs (second left) at Bure



I was made “postal orderly” and finally demobbed 
on 24 December 1945. 

Decorations 

Médaille du Volontaire de Guerre 1940-1945 avec 
barrette «  Pugnator », médaille du Combattant 
Militaire 1940-1945, Médaille Commémorative de 
la Guerre 1940-1945 avec Couronne et Sabres 
croisés, de la Fourragère de la Croix de Guerre à 
titre individuel, France and Germany Star (GB) and 
later on the Palmes d’Or de l’Ordre de la 
Couronne. 

After the war 

François-Marie married Gaby  Deravet  in Brussels 
17 July 1957. They lived in Antwerp until 1994 
when they settled in what had been their holiday 
home in Champlon-Famenne, close to Gaby’s 
home-town of Marche-en-Famenne. 

Gaby died on 19 June 2019 after 62 happy years 
of marriage. The couple were blessed with two 
daughters, Mariette and Brigitte, with five grand-
children and two great-grandchildren. 

François-Marie spent his civilian career of more 
than 40 years in various branches of the 
automotive world until retiring in 1990. 

He has always been “faithfully attached to patriotic 
values and remembrance”, regularly attending 
ceremonies in Bure, Bande, Hotton, Gedinne, 
Kortrijk, Peer-Meeuwen, St Michel, Netherlands, 
and Sennecey-le-Grand. 

As Honorary Chairman of the Marche-en-Famenne 
branch of the FNC (Fédération Nationale des 
Combattants) , he has taken part in the 
commemorations marking VE Day, Belgium’s 
National Day (21 July), Armistice Day and the 
King’s Day. He is also a founding member of the 
ANPCV (Amicale Nationale Para-Commando 
Vriedenkring) and a member of its Antwerp 
section. 

He underlines that not every member of the SAS 
was born to end up as a hero, but every one of 
them did their duty. 

During Operation Larkswood, his unit lost nine 
men and 41 wounded. 

“WE WILL REMEMBER THEM,” he said.  
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MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 

Thank you to all the members who have 
paid their annual subscriptions.  May 

we give a gentle reminder to our other 
members to renew your membership with 
Jean-Pierre so we can keep this fabulous 
branch strong!  

WRITTEN CONTRIBUTIONS WANTED! 

If you would like to send in an article 
for our next newsletter, please drop 

me a line on: zoezoew@hotmail.com  
With thanks to our committee team and 
branch members for their contributions 
to this edition.  

François Marie-Jacobs (centre) holding 
court at Bure



Join a Brussels Branch 
Battlefield Tour 

As part of our programme of activities, we are 
proposing to our members and supporters two full 
days exploring the WW1 Western Front. 

THE BATTLES OF YPRES SALIENT   
Saturday 11 September 

The Ypres Salient was the scene of several battles 
and an extremely important part of the Western 
front. Throughout WW1, troops engaged in mine 
warfare, using tunnelling and trench strategies 
without coordinating their attacks with one 
another. Soldiers used tunnels and dugouts to 
shelter themselves, safely make their way to the 
front lines, relay messages, and launch offensive 
attacks on their enemies. We will be exploring with 
a WW1 historian some of the key sites, such as: 

• Menin Gate and Last Post Ceremony 

•  St George’s Church 

• St Martin’s Cathedral 

• Hill 60 

• The ‘Brooding Soldier’ 

• Tyne Cot Cemetery and visitors centre 

• Essex Farm Cemetery 

• Les Carrefour des Roses 

• Black Watch Corner 

• Langemark German Cemetery and Poppy 
Memorial  

THE BATTLE OF THE YSER 
Saturday 02 October 

We will be exploring with a WW1 historian some of 
the key sites between the towns of Nieuwpoort 
and Diksmuide, along a 35 km stretch of the Yser 
river and the Yperlee Canal, where in October 
1914, the front line held by a large Belgian force, 
halted the German advance in a costly defensive 
battle. 

We will visit some of the key sites, such as: 

• The Vladslo German Cemetery (with the world 
famous 'Grieving Parents'  statue by Käthe 
Kollwitz) 

• The Yser tower 

• The Trench of Death 

• Oud-Stuivekenskerke and the story of the 
"munksoldier" 

• The floodgates at Nieuwpoort, with the statue 
for King Albert 

• The Belgian Military Cemetery in Houthulst 
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The Menin Gate and Last Post 
Ceremony

Grieving Parents statue from 
www.artinflanders.be 

https://www.visitflanders.com/en/her-side-of-the-war/kathe-kollwitz/
http://www.artinflanders.be


• The Peace Mill in Klerken 

• And lots of smaller places in between with 
personal soldiers stories, often heartbreaking. 

The cost per tour is €50 per person and includes 
transport from Brussels and return and a WW1 
historian. It doesn’t cover meals and access to 
certain optional sites. Depending of the size of the 
groups, reservations in restaurants or snack bar will 
be booked in advance. 

The two tours involve some walking on sometimes 
muddy or uneven terrain, please ensure come 
prepared with comfortable walking shoes and 
weather dependant wet weather gear. If you have 
mobility issues please don't hesitate to contact us. 

If you wish to join one or both tours, you can pre-
register up to two weeks prior to the selected tour 
by emailing   steve.grant5664@gmail.com. Don’t 
be late, only 30 places are available for each tour. 

Bon mots de Mireille 

W e are delighted to introduce a new feature 
to our newsletter after uncovering literary 

treasures from one of our members, Mireille-
Berthe Picron.  Mireille introduces herself to us 
here and we are honoured that she shares with us 
her writing commemorating D-Day.     

“Tant à la maison qu’à l’école, j’ai baigné dans le 
devoir de Mémoire  ; mon premier livre de lecture 
était consacré aux héros de la Première Guerre. Ma 
famille ayant subi deux fois l’occupation, j’ai été 
emmenée sur les lieux du souvenir et les sites des 
batailles principales en Belgique, en France et au 
Luxembourg. En famille, nous parlions des deux 
guerres et nous lisions sur ces sujets. Les 
commémorations du 40e anniversaire m’ont 
particulièrement touchée. 

Mes études universitaires terminées, j’ai eu 
l’honneur de travailler au SHAPE comme 
professeur de français pour les forces américaines 
et le MoD canadien. J’ai donc rencontré des 
descendants de Combattants avec lesquels j’ai pu 
échanger et j’ai commencé à participer aux 
cérémonies et aux voyages mémoriels organisés 

par le quartier-général. A Ypres j’ai trouvé un 
feuillet concernant la RBL que j’ai contactée et avec 
laquelle j’ai visité plusieurs fois la Normandie, les 
Pays-Bas, le Bulge et Ypres. Prenant part au Poppy 
Appeal, j’ai eu l’occasion de visiter le Royaume-Uni 
(Isle of Wight, Portsmouth, War Tunnels à Douvres, 
War Rooms, Bletchley Park, HMS Belfast, etc.). J’ai 
alors commencé à écrire puisque j’avais vécu de 
grands moments en rencontrant des Vétérans  ; je 
pouvais donc mettre des images sur les 
informations que j’avais glanées dans les livres … 
Je suis toujours aussi passionnée d’étudier ces 
deux périodes avec une prédilection pour le D-
Day.” 

08 mai 1945 de Mireille 

S’adressant au peuple anglais en lui promettant 
« du sang, de la sueur et des larmes », le vieux 

lion, le 13 mai 1940, assurait mener son pays et ses 
alliés à « la Victoire, la Victoire à tout prix, la Victoire 
en dépit de toute terreur, la Victoire aussi longue 
et dure que soit la route ; car sans Victoire, il n'y a 
pas de survie ». 

Le 08 mai 1945, après une reddition à Reims la 
veille, les nazis signaient au cœur de Berlin en 
ruines la capitulat ion sans condit ion de 
l’Allemagne. Les puissances occidentales sortaient 
vainqueurs de cette guerre atroce mais à quel prix. 

N’oublions pas les Sacrifices consentis, les vies à 
jamais brisées, les nations amies meurtries. Que de 
terreurs, de souffrances, de tueries, les populations 
de nos territoires occupés ont subies ! Que dire de 
la rage des combats que nos Libérateurs ont 
affrontés  ! L’enfer de la boue, des marais, des 
plages, des haies assassines, des zones de largage 
dépassées, le vacarme des explosions, le tonnerre 
des obus, les grincements des chenil les 
meurtrières ; la houle, le flux et le reflux de la mer 
démontée, les digues éventrées des canaux, la 
neige, le brouillard, le froid  ; la chaleur, l’odeur 
âcre de la fumée, la puanteur des corps en 
décomposition  ; la découverte de charniers, les 
corps-à-corps la nuit de Noël, le feu se déchaînant 
au-dessus des foxholes … Et le sang, les corps 
déchiquetés, les cris d’agonie. Ils sont venus de 
partout, ces Soldats pour mettre fin à la barbarie ; 
ils ont combattu en Afrique, en Italie, en France, 
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dans l’Atlantique, aux Pays-Bas, en Belgique  ; ils 
venaient d’Angleterre, du Canada, des Etats-Unis, 
d’Australie, de Nouvelle-Zélande et des pays 
occupés. Ils ne faisaient qu’Un pour la Liberté. 

De jour comme de nuit, pilonnée sans relâche, 
l’Angleterre n’a pas plié  : seule à résister pendant 
plus d’un an, elle est devenue pour tous les 
opprimés une terre d’espoir et de gloire. Les 
cousins d’outre-Atlantique ont envoyé des renforts 
et mené des offensives sur plusieurs fronts. Et les 
civils souffraient de la faim, du froid, des 
bombardements, des déportations et des 
dénonciations. Des Combattants de l’Ombre ont 
épaulé les troupes régulières et la guerre a duré 
cinq années interminables. 

Beaucoup ne sont pas rentrés au pays ; ils dorment 
à jamais dans nos cimetières. Souvenons-nous de 
tous ces héros morts à l’aube de la vie. N’oublions 
pas la tristesse de leurs chères Mamans. Oui, ce 8 
mai 45 la population en liesse acclamait la fin des 
hostilités mais au jaune de la Victoire se mêlaient 
le rouge du Sang versé et le noir du Deuil. Elle 
avait un goût bien amer, la fin de la guerre en 
Europe. Car il restait encore le Japon à vaincre … 

C’était il y a soixante-quinze ans … Les terres 
ensanglantées exhalent encore et toujours leur 
tristesse et leur martyre  ; les survivants continuent 
de revivre ces cinq années dans leurs cauchemars. 
O u v ro n s - l e u r n o t re c œ u r  ; s o y o n s - l e u r 
reconnaissants car, pour notre avenir, ils ont donné 
leur présent. Mêlons nos larmes aux leurs  : nous 
avons le Devoir de leur dire à tous «  Merci, 
Messieurs les Soldats, Merci Mesdames les 
Auxiliaires, de votre sacrifice. Grâce à vous, nous 
sommes libres. Et notre cœur saigne de Ceux qui 
n’en sont pas revenus. Que Dieu vous bénisse» 
Qu’aujourd’hui nous soyons unis dans le Respect 
et la Reconnaissance. Vivent les Alliés. 

RBL Membership 
Centenary Awards!   

In 2021, the Royal British Legion comes together to 
celebrate the tremendous achievements of the last 
100 years and reinforce why our charity remains 
important in 2021 and beyond.  

The centenary is about celebrating as ‘One Legion’.  
A Legion made up of members, volunteers and 
staff. The Legion wanted to give recognition to 
those members who made an outstanding 
contribution in their charitable work.  We are 
delighted to announce that three of our branch 
have been recognised in these awards:  

ANDRÉE FERRANT - WINNER OF CENTENARY 
AWARD FOR COLLABORATION 

Andrée joined the Legion on 10 October 2009 and 
took over the role of Hon. Secretary, which she has 
held for 11 years.   During this time, Andrée has 
been the driving force for a branch which, without 
her intervention, risked closure due to reducing 
numbers.  

Personally invested in the Legion through her 
family connections, Andrée (a Belgian who worked 
in the British Embassy and was married to a 
veteran Belgian Commando) has worked tirelessly 
to ensure that the branch remains vibrant, its 
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Andrée Ferrant, our Hon. 
Secretary



members feel engaged and valued, and that the 
branch is well-connected to the right organisations 
in both the British and Belgian communities 
through her exceptional network across the 
Embassy circuit.  

Committed to the welfare of our veterans, during 
COVID19, Andrée spent many hours on the phone 
catching up with our WW2 veterans (and their 
families) and she walked miles conducting socially 
distanced visits and delivering ‘morale’ letters from 
our Scout and Guide groups. 

Andrée ensures that the Legion is represented at 
commemorations and events, arranging wreath 
layers and standard bearers with diplomatic but 
ruthless efficiency.   She not only focuses on 
ensuring Legion representation, but through her 
close relationship with the wide variety of Belgian 
veteran associations, she ensures that all Belgian 
veterans are commemorated at national events.  

A force of nature, Andrée is highly deserving of 
Legion recognition 

For context, the Brussels Branch is unique in that it 
is made up of mainly Belgian Anglophile members 
who have close personal ties with WW1 and WW2 
veterans.  

Not only does Andrée keep the branch on track in 
terms of secretariat, but she was also the events 
coordinator for a number of years.   A consummate 
professional, Andrée's planning, preparation and 
organisation is in a large part responsible for the 
recruitment and retention of our 90+ members. 

Her tenacity and drive in ensuring veteran 
representation throughout Belgium has great 
impact.  Without Andrée’s engagement, the Legion 
would go unrepresented and the understanding of 
the RBL in Belgium would be limited.   Andrée 
rigorously maintains the branch’s contacts with 
other veteran organisations and Belgian civil 
authorities which has helped our branch 
enormously. 

In terms of her personal engagement with our 
veterans, I would highlight her work during 
COVID19, where her visits to our elderly members 

was appreciated by both the members and their 
families. 

Andrée is the glue that holds the branch together 
and binds us to the Belgian community.   She is 
collegiate by nature and powered by the desire to 
do her best for the veteran community.  

Her devotion to the Branch Committee, to the 
members and to our events remains unequalled.  
Despite personally tough times during this year 
(including close relatives with COVID19), Andrée 
focused on supporting others, demonstrating 
service before self. 

Her kindness, friendship and intrinsic drive to help 
others makes Andrée a trusted confidante and 
leader in the branch. 

External ly, Andrée enables the branch’s 
relationships in Belgium and through collaboration 
and excellent communication with others, ensures 
our strong representation in Belgian society. 

ANN MORLEY - WINNER OF CENTENARY 
AWARD FOR SERVICE 

Ann joined the Legion on 18 September 2010 and 
in 2012 she took on the role of Poppy Appeal 
Coordinator of the Brussels Branch. She has led all 
aspects of the appeal every year since, collecting 
nearly €90.000 over the period and dramatically 
raising the profile of the Poppy Appeal in Belgium. 

Ann immediately recognised that the greatest 
challenge she faced was how to promote the 
Poppy Appeal in Belgium.  The Poppy is an Anglo-
centric symbol, while well known to the British 
diaspora it is relatively unknown outside the 
Legion community. 

Recognising this, Ann devoted a significant 
amount of her own personal time over nine years 
in reaching out to relevant businesses, schools and 
international organisations in the Brussels area to 
promote the aims of the Poppy Appeal, maximise 
in teres t and broaden opportun i t ies for 
fundraising.  
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She developed, motivated and trained her Poppy 
Appeal supporters (±75 people) to a great effect 
and has guided the branch committee on how 
best to prioritise effort. 

Her success in this role is reflected in both the 
year-on-year increase in Poppy Appeal totals and 
the improved awareness of the Legion’s aims 
across the broader Brussels community and the EU 
and NATO institutions. 

Ann also restructured the branch’s stock 
management, ensuring we held the right items at 
the right time of the year. 

Generous to a fault, Ann has worked tirelessly for 
the Legion and the branch membership – she is 
thoroughly deserving of Legion recognition. 

Over the nine years of the job Ann and her 
supporters collected an average appeal value of 
around €10.000 per year.  

This year, even in the COVID environment she has 
(at time of writing) collected nearly €10.000 
through quickly changing her approach to focus 
more on online contributions and social media, 
while still maximising the traditional revenue 
streams and ensuring the older members of the 
branch felt included and able to conduct their acts 
of Remembrance.   She tirelessly ensured that any 
person who wanted to wear a Poppy or plant a 

tribute in the Brussels and wider Belgium region, 
received one in the post – personal Poppy delivery 
that was exceptionally well received and resulted 
in an increased sense of belonging and 

engagement with our members 
and non-members alike. 

More than this, through her 
strong network across Brussels 
and Belgium she has raised the 
profile of the Legion through 
her personal commitment to 
Remembrance.  She developed 
contacts with international 
schools where she offered 
unusable poppies for teachers 
t o b u i l d R e m e m b r a n c e 
collages to promote awareness 
with the children.   She built a 
network across the tourism 
offices to connect visitors to 
Belgian battlefield tours with 
the Legion – regularly providing 

wreaths to vis i t ing groups 
throughout the year. Through these actions she 
has increased the Legion’s visibility by thousands 
each year. 

Ann has made an outstanding contribution to the 
Brussels Branch and the Legion by increasing 
donations and raising awareness of the charity 
through combining both her understanding of the 
Belgian network and what motivates people to 
donate and then developing a targeted Poppy 
Appeal plan each year.   The epitome of selfless-
commitment, Ann executes this work while holding 
down a demanding full-time job in the EU, 
sacrificing her free time for the benefit of the 
Legion. 

Ann never seeks the limelight, preferring to 
attribute success to the team or others rather than 
recognise the significant contribution she makes.  
However, the branch members and her wider 
contacts all recognise not only her contribution, 
but the impact her compassionate and personal 
approach has on them as individuals.   She is the 
perfect Ambassador for the Legion overseas. 
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ERIC JOHNSON - WINNER OF CENTENARY 
AWARD FOR SERVICE 

Eric Johnson joined the Brussels Branch in 1947 
following his WW2 war role in the liberation of 
Brussels in 1944 and subsequent marriage to his 
Belgian wife, Monette. Eric holds a unique place in 
the story of the Brussels Branch after serving as its 
Standard Bearer for a remarkable 56 years, from 
1956 to 2012.  He handed over the gauntlets aged 
87 but remains a passionate member of the 
branch.  

The epitome of selfless commitment, Eric had a 
mantra that “No member of the Brussels Branch 
would be buried without the presence of the 
Colours”.  Through good, bad and terrible weather, 
Eric was ever present at commemorations, parades 
and funerals.   He represented the branch, the 
Legion and most importantly, the veterans.  

Committed to the core, Eric trained a cohort of 
Standard Bearers to take his place, ensuring the 
traditions and his high standards were maintained.  
Passionate about sharing his experiences and 
raising awareness, he regularly taught at local and 
internationals schools. Giving insight to the 
children about his Army and Royal British Legion 
experiences – ensuring future generations 
understood the sacrifices made for their future. 

Through Eric’s work as a standard bearer, he 
vigorously promoted the work of the Legion.   His 

experience and confidence at commemorations 
meant that he regularly advised and tutored fellow 
Standard Bearers and routinely ensured that the 
media could take the best shot of a Legion 
standard for the front covers of the national 
papers. 

A consummate professional, he was always the 
smartest on parade and represented the Legion 
overseas with passion and drive.   

For Eric, his time as a Standard Bearer was an 
extension of his military service.   He is a living link 
between the illustrious wartime generation and 
today’s membership, who seek not only to ensure 
that the traditions and achievements of the branch 
he served so well are remembered but continue to 
aspire to the same high standards and values.  

He was, and is, a superb example of dedicated, 
selfless commitment to the Legion and his friends.  

Eric has also been awarded the Gold Badge on 15 
January 1982, British Empire Medal (BEM) on 09 
March 1990 and Life Membership on 07 July 1997  

11

Eric receiving news of his award from 
Jean-Pierre and Kathleen on his 96th 

birthday

Eric, our longest serving 
Standard Bearer



The Field Service cap of 
Major T. Stileman, TD 

by Alain Brogniez 

T . Stileman was commissioned as a Second 
Lieutenant in the Territorial Army (TA) on 10 

May 1939 and joined The Lancashire Fusiliers.  On 
24 August 1939 he was mobilised with the 1/5th 
Battalion (Bn), and was promoted to the war 
substantive (WS) rank of Lieutenant on 01 January 
1941.  In November 1941, the 1/5th Bn was 
selected to become the 108th Regiment, Royal 
Armoured Corps (RAC) and Stileman was 
transferred to the RAC  on 01 May 1942 (and 
adopted the black beret which replaced the field 
service cap in those units).  He was promoted to 
the temporary rank of Captain on 01 January 1942. 

However, the 108th RAC never saw any action and 
was disbanded in December 1943.  Unfortunately, 
Stileman’s history goes quiet after this and all we 
know is that Stileman was transferred to another 
unknown armoured unit, with which he fought in 
North-West Europe in 1944-45.  He was Mentioned 
in the London Gazette of 22 March 1945 for his 
“gallant and distinguished services”. 

Promoted WS/Captain and granted the honorary 
rank of Major on 04 January 1946, he transferred 
back to The Lancashire Fusiliers (TA) and was 
promoted Captain on 19 August 1949.  Promoted 
to the rank of Major on 16 April 1952, he was 
seconded for service on the Staff on 14 April 1953, 
and transferred to the Reserve on 04 May 1954.  
He was awarded the Efficiency Decoration 
(Territorial). 

 We will remember Major Stileman 

The field service cap, more commonly called a side 
cap, is an officer’s pattern made by a hatter, with 
the bronzed Regimental badge (actually an 
officer’s Service Dress collar one in this case), a 
grenade on the ball of which is a sphinx 
surrounded by a laurel wreath.  The badge of the 
sphinx was granted to the 20th Regiment of Foot in 
1802 for service against the French in Egypt.  (At 
that time Infantry regiments were only numbered).  
The wreath pre-dated this and was awarded to the 
Regiment to commemorate its action at the Battle 
of Minden in 1759.   Major Stileman wore it only 
between 1939 and 1942, as its use was (officially) 
discontinued in 1943. 
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Dates for the diary 

Great to see that our ‘agenda’ is starting to grow. If you have any ideas or recommendations to share with 
other members, send them to Phil or Steve so we can circulate them.  Your support at these events is greatly 
appreciated (and encouraged).  For commemorations, we will circulate details over email closer to each 
event.   

Saturday 26 June.  Annual Memorial Service and wreath-laying at Brussels Town Cemetery CWGC.  
Meet at 10.30 for a 10.45 start.  We will be joined by HE The British Ambassador and the Military Wives 
Choir.  

Saturday 10 July (TBC) - Brussels British Community Association charitable fundraising day at Lasne 
Cricket Ground.  More details to follow, however please keep the date free in your diary for a relaxed 
gathering in the sunshine (fingers crossed). 

Saturday and Sunday 28/29 August - Tanks in Town in Mons.  The annual WW2 celebrations in Mons 
celebrating the liberation of Mons with processions of WW2 tanks.  A recommended event for any branch 
members who will be in the area.   

Friday 03 September - Liberation of Brussels commemoration.  Details to follow.  If any members wish 
to attend this commemorative event, please let the Hon. Secretary know.  

Saturday 11 September - Battle of Ypres Salient tour.  Book your space with Steve Grant now :) 
 steve.grant5664@gmail.com  

Wednesday 15 September.  Fort Breendonk commemoration.  Details to follow.  If any members wish to 
attend this commemorative event, please let the Hon. Secretary know.  

Saturday 02 October - Battle of Yser tour.  A full day of historical learning with good company. Book with 
Steve Grant on the email above.  

6924884 Rfn Clarke R.C.W 11 September 1944 
Our Vice-Chair, Jean-Pierre, received a wonderful letter from Robert Clarke, the Hon. Secretary of Barking 
Branch in the UK.  His father was sadly killed during the liberation of Peer and Robert has made annual visits 
to Leopoldsburg War Grave Cemetery since 1973.  Due to the COVID19 restrictions, these visits have been 
curtailed however, he hopes to reinstate them once measures lift.  The branch has written back to offer to 
visit his father’s grave and welcome Robert to Brussels on his next visit.  Read his letter and the news 
clippings he sent us below.  If any of our members live close to his father’s grave and wish to lay a cross for 
him, do let us know.  We will remember Rfn Clarke.  
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Your Brussels Branch committee 

T he branch details and contact email addresses are listed below.  We would all be delighted to take any 
ideas you have for the branch or any questions or requests you may have.   

If anybody wishes to get more involved in supporting events or COVID19-compliant commemorations, 
please get in touch.  

Want to read more? 
You can also find us on our website, filled with news and stories relevant to our branch.  Previous copies of 
the newsletters are also shared on the website – take a look.    http://branches.britishlegion.org.uk/
branches/brussels 

Follow us on:  

Facebook at Royal British Legion Brussels 

Twitter    @RoyalBrussels 

Chair Zoe White Brussels.Chair@rbl.community

Vice-Chair Jean-Pierre Pede Brussels.MemSecretary@rbl.community

Hon. Secretary Andrée Ferrant Brussels.Secretary@rbl.community

Treasurer Jean-Pierre Pede See Vice-Chair

Branch Community Support 
and Researcher

Dennis Abbott Dennis.abbottx@gmail.com

Poppy Appeal Organiser David Bizley davidbizley@hotmail.com

News and Events 
coordinators

Phil Hyde and Steve Grant Philip.hyde@ncia.nato.int 
steve.grant5664@gmail.com 

Facebook coordinator Alain Brogniez Broal.redcoats@skynet.be

Website, Twitter and 
newsletter coordinator

Zoe White zoezoew@hotmail.com

Branch Chaplain Revd Canon John Wilkinson john.wilkinson@holytrinity.be

Standard Bearer Freddy Roiseux
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