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PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE ARMED FORCES COMMUNITY PAST AND PRESENT 

 

 

JOIN US FOR THE TWO MINUTE 
SILENCE THIS REMEMBRANCE DAY 

Armistice Day will be different this year, but 
there are still lots of ways you can get involved 
and show your support while following social 
distancing guidelines. You can play your part 
from home by participating in personal and 
remote acts of Remembrance including 
standing on your doorstep during the Two 
Minute Silence and displaying a poppy poster in 
your window. 

 

D-DAY VETERAN WILL REMEMBER HIS 
COMRADES FROM HIS DOORSTEP 

“Although I won’t be able to march up to the 
local memorial this year to remember those we 
have lost, I will proudly observe the silence on 
my doorstep and wear my poppy, as I do every 
year, with pride.” D-Day veteran Seymour ‘Bill’ 
Taylor, 95, has been forced to shield at home 
with his daughter during the Covid-19 pandemic 
but will be remembering his comrades on his 
doorstep this year. 

View the PDF version 
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11-YEAR-OLD POPPY APPEAL COLLECTOR 
SUPPORTING THE APPEAL IN OTHER 
WAYS 

“I am happy the Poppy Appeal is going ahead 
this year. It’s a good cause, the Legion helps 
ex-service men and women in lots of different 
ways, no matter how old they are.” Poppy 
Railton is named in honour of her two relatives 
who died in WWI. In the past, the young 
supporter has been selling poppies with her 
Guide group but this year she is encouraging 
people to get involved in different ways. 

 

    

 

THE OAKENGATES AND DISTRICT 
BRANCH SUPPORTING THEIR COMMUNITY 
DURING THE LOCKDOWN 

Paul and Mo Wallace, representing their 
Branch, won the Internal Team Collaboration 
Covid-19 Community Response Award. During 
the lockdown, the BCS Team contacted 
veterans and reached out to vulnerable 
members. By keeping in touch, they have 
managed to identify issues and have helped a 

 

THE FORD AND DISTRICT BRANCH 
COMMUNITY SUPPORT TEAM HELPING 
MEMBERS AND VETERANS 

Since the beginning of the pandemic the BCS 
Team have been very active supporting their 
community and as a result they were awarded 
the Runners-up Internal Team Collaboration 
Covid-19 Community Response Award. The 4 
BCS volunteers have made over 300 calls to 
members and local veterans to ensure they are 
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veteran whose wife suffers from Alzheimer’s. 
They’ve also donated a tablet to a residential 
home where two veterans live so that all 
residents can communicate with their families. 

 

   

well and have helped whenever needed. Their 
community have responded very positively and 
everyone is grateful for the phone calls and help 
received. 

 

    

 

  

THE CHONBURI THAILAND BRANCH 
ASSISTING THE LOCAL COMMUNITY 

As Covid-19 reached Thailand, members of the 
Branch continued to support the local Armed 
Forces community and they also took action to 
help the locals with Bert Elson leading these 
activities. The team asked for food or monetary 
donations to buy food supplies and all donations 
were sent to Bert’s restaurant. Bert and his staff 
worked voluntarily to deliver around £6000 
worth of food during the lockdown and received 
the special recognition Internal Team 
Collaboration Covid-19 Response Award. 

 

    

 

PHOTOS OF THE FESTIVAL OF 
REMEMBRANCE 2020 

View photos of the Festival of Remembrance on 
our Facebook page. This year we 

 

REMEMBRANCE TEACHING RESOURCES 
AVAILABLE ONLINE 

We have created a range of educational 
resources for children between 4-16 years old to 
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commemorated the communities and nations 
who secured peace 75 years ago and reflected 
upon the service and sacrifice that so many 
have made and continue to make today in 
protecting the nation from Covid-19. The 
Festival of Remembrance and Remembrance 
Sunday highlights are available on BBC iPlayer. 

 

   

enjoy in the classroom and at home. Created in 
partnership with the National Literacy Trust, Girl 
Guides, Scouts and Cadets, the resources 
enable teachers, parents and families to bring 
Remembrance to life. We will continue to 
develop our learning resources, so please keep 
an eye on our website for future updates. 

 

    

 

JOIN US IN TELLING THE LEGION’S 100 
YEAR STORY AS WE ARE APPROACHING 
2021 

Since the Legion was formed, members have 
been at the heart of all activities so no one is 
better placed to tell the story of the Legion’s first 
100 years than its Membership community. You 
are invited to share your Legion records, 
artefacts, membership experiences and 
personal stories to help showcase how 
Branches have been assisting beneficiaries, 
commemorating key anniversaries, and bringing 
the community together over the years. 

 

   

 

CELEBRATING MEMBERS' ACHIEVEMENTS 
WITH THE MEMBERSHIP CENTENARY 
AWARDS 

2021 is going to be a unique opportunity to 
recognise members’ invaluable contribution 
through the newly launched Membership 
Centenary Awards Scheme. Members who live 
by the Legion’s values and have demonstrated 
passion, excellence, collaboration and 
dedication to serving the community will be 
recognised at the county level and beyond. The 
winners will receive rewards ranging from 
centenary badges to a gold badge. 

 

    

Did you know that... 
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The Sussex County created a short video to 
thank members who have been supporting the 
Poppy Appeal in different ways this year. The 
video has been shared online and has been 
very well received by members as well as the 
community. 

   

 

      

Armed Forces minister and veteran James 
Heappey is encouraging everyone to support 
the Poppy Appeal during the pandemic and 
explains how important it is for him personally 
to remember his comrades who made the 
ultimate sacrifice. 

       

 

  

HOW WAITROSE HAVE BEEN SUPPORTING 
THE POPPY APPEAL 

Over the years our partners Waitrose have been 
welcoming Poppy Appeal Collectors like Major 
Steve Little who has served as a reservist for 
the past 20 years and in the last 13 years he 
has also supported the Poppy Appeal by raising 
funds at his local Waitrose store. With the 
challenges the pandemic brought and the 
limited number of Poppy Appeal collectors this 
year, Waitrose have made a generous £100k 
donation to the Legion and are encouraging 
their customers to support the Poppy Appeal. 

 

    

Poppy Appeal and Remembrance stories 

Legion Magazine wants to know how you’ve been celebrating the Poppy Appeal and marking 
Remembrance in this very unusual year. Please send pictures and stories 
to MembersMag@britishlegion.org.uk 
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Going back in time 

From The Royal British Legion Magazine December, 1928 
  

 

 

11th November 1928 - The Legion's Contingent "march past" after the Service. 

 

    



This month's poll 

With the difficulties of the pandemic, in which of the 

following ways have you paid tribute to the Armed Forces 

community past and present? 

 

1. Take part in the two minute silence from home 

2. Attend socially distanced Remembrance service 

3. Attend digital Remembrance activity from home including the 
Festival of Remembrance and Cenotaph service 

4. Perform personal act of Remembrance 

5. Wear a Poppy 

6. Put a Poppy poster or other display in my window  
7. Other  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

    

Last month's poll 

Which of the following ways would be best for you to help promote Legion fundraising events 

throughout the year? 

105 Participants 

 

1. Distributing leaflets in your community (subject to Covid-
19 restrictions) - 30.48% 

2. Putting up posters in your community - 37.14% 

3. Inviting friends and family to spread the word - 40.95% 

4. Sharing information on social media - 59.05% 

5. Getting support from the local fundraising team when 
reaching out to local groups or company contacts - 21.90% 

6. None of the above/I’m not interested - 1.90% 

7. Other - 13.33% 
  

 

 

  

 

    

ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO JOIN 
 

Our members play a vital role in ensuring  that The Royal British Legion can continue to 
provide support to the Armed Forces community as well as upholding the importance of 

Remembrance. Share this email with others you think might be interested in Legion 
membership. 

Take part in the poll > 
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If you have any questions about the e-newsletter, please don’t hesitate to contact me. If you have 
questions about your membership card or want to change your home or email address please 
contact our Membership Services team MembershipServices@britishlegion.org.uk 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Dimitra Nikolakopoulou 
Membership Communications Officer 
membershipcomms@britishlegion.org.uk 

    

 
    FOLLOW THE LEGION 

  

 
    

 

   

 

 

 

   

QUICK LINKS 

Membership  

Get support  

Poppy Shop  

     

CONTACT US 

The Royal British Legion, 199 Borough High St 
London SE1 1AA. 

 
 

membershipcomms@britishlegion.org.uk 
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