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Plenty to read in this 20-page issue (did you say twenty?), with 
reports by dedicated Branch members who attended ceremonies 
at Fort d’Aubin, Hotton and La Roche, Rebecq, and… Ramsgate, 
where Alan Puplett took his first hesitating steps as our (auxiliary) 
Branch Standard Bearer. 

Part two of the story of the Battle of Waterloo focuses on the 
crucial part played by the brave men who defended the farm of 
Hougoumont. The contribution by François Roberti-Lintermans 
tells the story of the women at Waterloo. 

The fate of RMS (later HMT) Lancastria, sunk by the German 
Luftwaffe off the French coast, at St Nazaire, shortly after the 
Dunkirk evacuation, is evoked in a moving personal account by 
Branch member Roger Ellis. 

Sadly also, there are tributes to two Branch members who 
recently passed away: Joséphine House-Ansiau and Pierre 
Campion. We will remember them. 
 
Michael Whitburn, Newsletter coordinator 
 

BATTLE OF WATERLOO (part 2) 

Before the battle started, the farm of Hougoumont and its 
grounds, located on the allies' right flank, were garrisoned and 
fortified by the 1st Battalion, 2nd Nassau Regiment, with 
additional detachments from von Kielmansegge's 1st Hanoverian 
Brigade. The light company of the 2nd Battalion, Coldstream 
Guards, under the command of Lt-Colonel Henry Wyndham, was 
also stationed in the farm, and the light company of the 2nd 
Battalion, Third Guards, under Lt-Colonel Charles Dashwood, 
were positioned in the surrounding grounds. The two light 
companies of the 2nd and 3rd Battalions, First Guards, were 
initially positioned in the orchard, under the command of Lt-
Colonel Lord Saltoun. Lieutenant-Colonel James Macdonnell, 
Coldstream Guards had overall command of Hougoumont. 
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Allied troops defend the South Gate at Hougoumont Farm 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hougoumont 

Wellington recorded in his despatches that "at about ten o'clock [Napoleon] commenced a 
furious attack upon our post at Hougoumont". Other sources state that this attack began at 
about 11:30.  

The initial attack by Maréchal de Camp Bauduin's 1st Brigade of the 6th Division was driven 
back by heavy British artillery fire. Maréchal de Camp Baron Soye's 2nd Brigade of the 6th 
Division launched a second attack and managed a small breach on the south side, but was 
unable to exploit it. An attack on the north side by elements of the 1st Brigade of the 6th 
Division was more successful.  

This attack led to one of the most famous skirmishes in the Battle of Waterloo. Sous-
Lieutenant Legros, wielding an axe, managed to break through the north gate. A desperate 
fight ensued between the invading French soldiers and the defending Guards. Macdonell, a 
small party of officers and Corporal James Graham fought through the melee to shut the 
gate, trapping Legros and about 30 other soldiers of the 1st Légère inside. All of the 
French, apart from a young drummer boy, were killed in desperate hand-to-hand fighting.  

The British and German Garrison were running low on ammunition and a Driver of the 
Royal Waggon Trail distinguished himself by driving an ammunition cart through the French 
lines to resupply the troops. The French attack in the immediate vicinity of the farm was 
repulsed by the arrival of the 2nd Coldstream Guards and 2/3rd Foot Guards. Fighting 
continued around Hougoumont. 

Napoleon remained in Fleurus, with good view of the battlefield from the windmill of 
Naveau. 
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Wellington's army defended the house and the sunken way running north of it. In the 
afternoon, Napoleon ordered the shelling of the farm. Seeing the flames, Wellington sent a 
note to the farm’s commander stating that he must hold his position whatever the cost. The 
farm was never taken even though throughout the afternoon Napoleon continued to direct 
troops towards Hougoumont  (33 battalions in all, 14,000 troops).  

After the Battle, Wellington declared that "the success of the battle turned upon the closing 
of the gates at Hougoumont". 

Hougoumont remained a working farm until the end of the 20th century. In 2003 a settlement 
was found between Count Guibert d'Oultremont, owner of the farm, and the Regional 
Authority, after which it became the property of the Intercommunale “Bataille de Wateerloo 
1815”. By then, the farm had become derelict.  

The Projet Hougoumont, supported by, among others, the current Duke of Wellington was set 
up to oversee funding to restore and preserve Hougoumont for future generations. The project 
was completed in June 2015 at a total cost of £3m.  

On 17 June, Prince Charles unveiled a memorial to the British soldiers who fought in the 
battle. The memorial by artist Vivien Mallock stands inside the north gate and represents two 
life-size soldiers struggling to close the farm gate in a desperate attempt to keep out the 
French.  

Hougoumont is now open to the public. 

(Adapted from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hougoumont) 

 

Restored Hougoumont Farm: South Gate  
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WOMEN AT WATERLOO 

Though very few women actually took part in the action, their presence on the battlefield 
was by no means unusual. Both French and British regiments had women authorized to 
accompany them on their campaigns. 

As RBL Brussels Branch member François Roberti Lintermans explains in his own account of 
Waterloo, Une bataille racontée à mes amis:  

“The British authorize a maximum of 40 families per regiment. Lots are drawn before the 
troops are shipped out to determine which women can go. Rations and waggons are provided 
for them.  

Once the battle begins, the women stay at the rear, and as soon as the fighting is over, 
women whose husbands have not returned search the battlefield among the dead and 
wounded to find their loved ones. 

One such woman was Mrs Deacon, the pregnant wife of Ensign Thomas Deacon of the 73rd 
Foot, who had not returned after the Battle of Quatre-Bras, on June 16.  

Accompanied by her three small children she spends the night vainly searching for her 
husband. The next morning, she is told that her husband has been wounded and taken to 
Brussels. She sets out for the capital on foot, dragging her three children behind her. 
Torrential rain breaks out as they trudge along the 35km road, first to Mont St-Jean and then 
to Brussels. She reaches the city with her children on Sunday morning, the day of the Battle, 
spends all day looking for her husband, and finally finds him safe. The next day, on June 19, 
she gives birth to her fourth child, a baby girl. The delighted parents christen her Waterloo 
Deacon, after the previous day’s victory.” 

Translated by Michael Whitburn from Une bataille racontée à mes amis: Waterloo, with the 
kind permission of the Association de la famille Roberti a.s.b.l. 
 

 
Cartoon by Andrew Fisher, President RBL Brussels Branch 
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FORT D’AUBIN NEUFCHATEAU 

by Alan Puplett 

 
On May 8th this year, the RBL Brussels Branch was invited by Fort d’Aubin Neufchateau 
President, K-H Renerken, and at the suggestion of RBL Branch member Fenton Wiffen, to 
attend an international ceremony to mark both the 70th anniversary of the end of WW2 in 
Europe and the 75th anniversary of the invasion of Belgium.   
 
Belgian Royalty, representatives of the German, Belgian and American governments were 
present as was a group of local schoolchildren who attended the ceremony as part of a WWII 
study project. Local dignitaries, Belgian and German Army representatives were also in 
attendance.  
 
Our RBL President, Brigadier Andrew Fisher, saluted the RBL Wreath that was laid by two 
local schoolchildren and Fenton Wiffen. The author of this article was on RBL Standard Bearer 
Duties along with a number of Belgian Flag Bearers. 
 

 
 

 

HISTORY OF FORT D’AUBIN 

by Alan Puplett (adapted from an original article by Fenton Wiffen) 

 
The fort was built in the 1930s to consolidate the fortified position of Liège. Four forts built 
closer to the Belgian border with Germany were added to the twelve existing forts built to 
defend Liège in the 1880s. 
 
On May 10th 1940, Germany invaded Belgium. The nearby fort of Eben-Emael reputed to be 
impregnable and the linchpin of the Belgian line of defence was neutralised in a matter of 
hours. 
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Other forts including Fort d’Aubin Neufchâteau held the line. This was critically important 
since failing to do so would have opened the way for the German invasion. The fort resisted 
for 11 days. German casualties were enormous. Fort d’Aubin Neufchâteau was the scene of 
one of the heaviest WWII artillery battles in the west. It withstood unrelenting pounding by 
the Mighty 88, Germany’s most famous field Gun. The damage can still be seen today. Over 
23 mass German infantry attacks were repulsed before the Fort ran short of ammo and 
supplies and was overrun. 
 
Without the Fort d’Aubin-Neufchâteau and others holding back many thousands of German 
troops, the Dunkirk evacuation may not have been as successful as it was. Who knows what 
would have happened if the Germans had had many thousands more troops for their push to 
the channel before Operation Dynamo and the evacuation by the flotilla of small ships could 
take place? (Read further relevant article in this Newsletter)  
 
The fort is open to the public every third Sunday of the month and at other times by 
arrangement. You can tour the outside fortifications and then descend the 167 steps to the 
underground general living quarters that enabled the fort to resist for 11 terrifying 
days http://fort-aubin-neufchateau.be/fr/ 
    

BATTLE OF THE BULGE COMMEMORATIONS AT HOTTON AND LA ROCHE 

by Alan Puplett 
 

On Sunday 3rd May, Members of the Royal British Legion Brussels Branch made their way by 
mini-bus and car to the ever popular annual Battle of the Bulge Commemorations at Hotton-
Sur-Ourthe and La Roche-en-Ardenne in the Ardennes. This year being the 70th Anniversary 
of Victory in Europe in 1945, commemorations had a special ring to them. 

We were welcomed as always by the communale Hotton, had coffee at “Le Jacquemart”, 
and then proceeded to the church of Hotton, Eglise Notre-Dame Consolatrice, for a service 
of remembrance jointly conducted by Monsieur l’Abbé our Reverend Ann Babb, who seized 
the opportunity to mention the new Royal arrival on 2nd May of Charlotte Elizabeth Diana. 

There followed a good performance by the local choir and the musicians in the gallery, with 
a special mention for the solo violinist Bernadeta Artyme. The readings were by H.E. the 
British Ambassador to Belgium Alison Rose, our president Brigadier Andrew Fisher, Hotton 
Burgomaster Jacques Chaplier and this year for the first time local schoolchildren.  

After the service, dignitaries laid wreaths at the Monument to the Fallen of both World Wars 
at the entrance to the church, with a moving speech by the Burgomaster and speeches by 
two local children in English and German. This was especially fitting as for the first time a 
wreath was laid by a member of the German Embassy in Brussels (RBL Member Rainer 
Hiltermann).  

We then followed the local band preceded by the Belgian Army Guard of Honour and walked 
through the town and up the hill to the imposing Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
Cemetery (CWGC) with its 666 Commonwealth graves situated above the town. The service 
of remembrance, again conducted by Reverend Ann Babb, was held and wreaths were laid. 
The British Ambassador to Belgium H.E. Alison Rose gave a speech highlighting Peace. H.E. 
Alison Rose and our president Brigadier Andrew Fisher gave the bible reading and Act of 
Remembrance respectively. Branch member François Roberti-Lintermans made an eloquent 
speech about the Allies in World War II. 
 
 
 

http://fort-aubin-neufchateau.be/fr/
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From L to R: R. Hiltermann, German Embassy Representative; R. Collin, Ministre  

Wallon; A. Fisher, RBL Brussels President; H.E. A. Rose, British Ambassador 

A musical interlude was followed by drinks offered by the communale in the town sports hall. 
Donations were taken and RBL memorabilia were sold by Branch members Jacqueline 
Daugnaix-Whitfield (Friends of the Fallen), Fleure Empringham  and Terry Ann Kemp. A 
moving story and 20 euro donation by one WW2 survivor brought tears to Terry Ann’s eyes. 

The RBL group then made its way to Rendeux for an excellent social lunch at “Li P’tit Crèton” 
(recommended to us by Jacqueline Daugnaix-Whitfield). It was an enjoyable moment that 
strengthened bonds between the Members present and helped brighten up an otherwise 
rather sad and reflective day. 

The weather forecast of rain was wrong for the morning, but unfortunately correct for midday 
and later.  

After lunch, we moved to the exposed 51st Highland Division Memorial, above La Roche-en-
Ardenne. 

One never fails to remember what our late ex-Branch member Harry Shaw, who also fought 
with the 51st at the Normandy landing, once wrote about a 37-year-old Sergeant who was 
killed in the Battle of the Bulge and whose name appears on the memorial: in 1945, he too 
must have thought he would survive the war.  
 
Here, then, is a short summary of what happened: 

“On 7th January 1945, early in the morning, in the freezing cold and over icy roads, the 51st 
Highland Division (our Branch member Fred Hobbs, who could not make it this year, fought 

with them) left their standby positions to the south of Liège and headed towards the front line  
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between Marche and Hotton. Their mission was to relieve the exhausted 53rd Welsh Infantry 
Division (whose dome-shaped memorial at Hotton was made from a British Firefly tank 
destroyer) and to advance towards La Roche-en-Ardenne. Having liberated the villages of 
Hodister, Warizy and Ronchampay on 11 January, the 1st Battalion Black Watch advanced 
along the River Ourthe towards La Roche. Shortly before midday, preceded by a mine 
disposal team and armoured reconnaissance vehicles of the 2nd Derbyshire Yeomanry 
Regiment, the Scots entered the town devastated by American bombs (142 civilians killed). 
They were followed by supporting armoured vehicles of the 1st Northamptonshire Yeomanry 
Regiment (Harry Shaw’s Regiment). Once the town had been liberated from its last German 
occupants and the main street cleared of debris, the other units of the Division moved off in 
turn, crossing La Roche and advancing towards the villages of Hives, Hubermont, 
Mierchamps, Erneuville and Ortho, which they liberated”. (Text source by Guy Blockmans) 
 
Again, Reverend Ann Babb led a Short Act of Remembrance Service with Bible readings, 
Romans 8v 31-39. Our Electronic communications coordinator, Alan Puplett, gave the Act of 
Remembrance. Our host, Burgomaster Guy Gilloteaux of La Roche-en-Ardenne, gave a speech 
and we were then treated to hot and cold drinks by the communale La Roche-en-Ardenne. 
 
Branch Standard Bearer Freddy Roiseux should be congratulated for his impeccable 
performance at the two ceremonies. Thanks and congratulations are also due to Andrée 
Ferrant for her excellent organising skills and to our president Andrew Fisher for conducting 
the services. 
 
Both Hotton-Sur-Ourthe and La Roche-en-Ardenne are excellent places to visit, with great 
walks, stunning scenery and top quality restaurants. The Battle of the Bulge museum at La 
Roche-en-Ardenne should be included in every battlefield tour of the area. 
 

COMMEMORATING THE LINKUP BETWEEN THE 51ST HIGHLAND DIVISION (BLACK WATCH) 
AND THE 84TH US INFANTRY DIVISION (635TH T. D. BATTALION) ON 11TH JANUARY 1945. 

by Alan Puplett (adapted from an article by Henri Rogister) 
 
This picture was taken during the liberation of La Roche-en-Ardenne at the corner of Rue de 
la Gare and Route de Cielle, in the vicinity of the bridge over the River Ourthe. 
 

 
                    Copyright AP 
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Comments on the photo above: 

by Frank Dereck Richards,153rd Infantry Brigade, 51st Highland Division (26 March 1998) 

The other morning my brother rang me and told me about the photo and the feature in the 

April/May 1998 issue of the British Legion journal. To say I was surprised is putting it mildly. 

Anyway my story is this. According to my diary, on the 12th January 1945, the Brigadier in 

command of 153 Infantry Brigade of the 51st Highland Infantry Division decided to send a 

tactical or skeleton HQ into La Roche, possibly because as a result of the town being badly 

damaged by bombing the whole Brigade HQ could not be accommodated in the town.  Having 

established ourselves near the badly damaged bridge over the river Ourthe, I, together with 

the wireless operators not on duty and the driver of the command vehicle made our way over 

what was left of the bridge.  Crew party composed of myself, Serg/Maj Harris McAllister, Cpl 

John Donald and Cpl Bill Towler (the driver). I don't know who arrived just, but we 

immediately contacted the crew of a US Army Armoured car which carried the Commanding 

Officer of the Reconnaissance Regiment of the 84th US Infantry Division. There may have 

been a couple of jeeps as well because an American War Correspondent accompanied them. 

He took a number of photos. Now! the figure on the right of the British may be me or Bill 

Towler.  Anyway, shortly afterwards I decided to return over the bridge to check whether we 

were moving and that radios were working ok. 

 
by Carl Condon (635th T.D. Battalion.) (email: 9 March 1999) 

Re: Liberation of La Roche en Ardenne. This picture and story on the Internet was of great 

interest to me.  We were the 635th Tank Destroyer Battalion attached to the 4th Cavalry at 

that time. The 84th Infantry Division was also in La Roche.  I remember the town very well 

but was not aware that this picture existed.  All of these Americans were our men in our 

Company "C"; some errors however: 1st Sgt Ray Spangler (not Stangler) of Topeka, Kansas 

Cpl. Harlen Mathis of Minneapolis, Minnesota (not Sioux Falls, SD) S/Sgt Rex Beal ( not Real) 

of Coffeyville, Kansas ( no town of Kotheyville, Kansas). 

Recollections by Harris McAllister, 153rd Infantry Brigade, 51st Highland Division, 5th 
Black Watch 

The 51st Highland Division was given the task of opening the road to and capture the town of 

La Roche on the River Ourthe.  On 11th January 1945 General Rennie moved his HQ to 

Rendeux Haut and on probably 12th January the 1st and 7th Black Watch Battalions of 154th 

Brigade entered La Roche. 153rd Brigade relieved 154th Brigade on the same date.  The 

picture of myself, Cpl. John Donald and Sgt. F. D. (Ricky) Richards was probably taken after 

the capture of La Roche on 12th January 1945.  We crossed over the wrecked/blown up 

bridge over the River Ourthe and met the American soldiers in an armoured car. We sat down 

and had coffee provided by them, round a fire of petrol and sand in a bucket in front of a 

garage.  It was then that the photographer arrived with a reporter in a Jeep and took a 

photograph of us. 

He realised we had different uniforms, and this was the allied link-up.  He then asked us to 

meet at the corner of Rue de la Gare and Route de Cielle and shake hands, which we did, 

and he took a second more appropriate photograph.  A third photograph was taken later of 

mine detecting soldiers on the British side of the River Ourthe bridge. 
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27TH MAY 2015. CEREMONY AT THE REBECQ MEMORIAL  

by Alan Puplett with the help of http://www.rebecq-memorial.eu/c22015.php 

We received an invitation from Branch member Wilfred Burie, who organises the memorial 
ceremony in Rebecq, to honour the memory of the crew members who died in the crash of 
Lancaster JA712-BQ-H. It was arranged that Freddy Roiseux, our Branch Standard Bearer, 
would attend the ceremony and that I would carry our other Standard as part of my 
training.  

 

           Copyright  MM. Luc Tytens et C. Hanssens 

The memorial was commissioned in 2011 and represents the upended tail end of a Lancaster 
entering cloud. It is not only dedicated to the crew of five who died when the Lancaster 
JA712-BQ-H was shot down; it also commemorates the Belgian resistance that successfully 
helped one crew member evade capture and return to active duties, and provided medical 
assistance to another. The local resistance paid a heavy price for aiding the survivors of the 
crash. Over twenty of them were sent to German concentration camps and jails. Three of 
them never returned. 

Lancaster JA712-BQ-H took off at night from North Killingholme as part of 550th Squadron 
on 27th May 1944. Its mission was to bombard the marshalling yards of Rothe-Erde in 
Aachen, east of the city. The bombs reached their target despite the light mist that covered 
the railways. It was on the journey home that, in the early hours of 28th May 1944, JA712-
BQ-K was shot down by a German Night Fighter over Rebecq. As many as 550 Lancasters 
were shot down in Belgium in 1944. 

This year our distinguished guests included for the first time Jack Harris DFC, Wing 
Commander RAF Retr. and President of the Association 550th Squadron RAF North 
Killingholme.  As a Pilot Officer, Jack Harris flew Lancasters in 1944 and was distinguished 

http://www.rebecq-memorial.eu/c22015.php
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for his bravery. He paid tribute to the crew, the resistance, the memorial committee and 
the people and pupils of Saint-Géry Rebecq.  

Other guests included representatives of the Belgian government, local representatives as 
well as representatives of five other Belgian Lancaster crash sites; Brigitte d'Oultremont as 
representative of the Comet Line; representatives of the Belgian and Canadian Armed 
Forces; families of members of the resistance; the 6th-year pupils of Saint-Géry school, 
Rebecq, and Standard Bearers of the Belgian FNC and the RAFA.  

The schoolchildren helped the wreath bearers, laid their own Comet Line poppies and read 
a reply to Wing Commander Harris. 

After the ceremony, there was a reception at the Rebecq cultural centre, where RBL lapel 
badges were on sale. 

For further reading on the Comet Line http://www.telegraph.co.uk/history/world-war-
two/9930526/The-secrets-of-the-Second-World-War-Comet-Line-are-revealed.html 

75th ANNIVERSARY OF THE DUNKIRK EVACUATION  

by Alan Puplett 

About two years ago, Clive Richards, an RBL member in Ramsgate, contacted me on our 
RBL facebook page and invited our Branch to attend the commemoration of the Dunkirk 
Evacuation, code-named Dynamo. In the meantime, Angela Sutton has taken over the day-
to-day running of this large, well run, prestigious event. 

As Wednesday 20th May, first day of the event, drew closer, Clive asked me to attend as our 
Branch Standard Bearer. I put this to the committee members who suggested someone be 
found to assist our Standard Bearer Freddy Roiseux in case of illness or unavailability or  
more generally, whenever the Union Flag needed to be presented as well as our Branch 
Standard. 

I first went to see our retired Standard Bearer, Eric Johnson B.E.M.  

Eric held this post from 1948 until just a few years ago, and what he does not know about 
standard bearing is not worth knowing. Freddy Roiseux was also kind enough, to give me 
on-the-job-training at the Rebecq Memorial event. 
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The day dawned bright and sunny as I parked the car overlooking the Ramsgate harbour in 
Wellington Crescent, which a plaque stated was the area for a training camp for Wellington’s 
troops before Waterloo. 

I formed up, along with over 30 RBL Standard Bearers, outside the large marquee where the 
Service with its assembled VIPs and guests was to take place. We marched in single file to the 
rousing Music from the Band of the Corps of Engineers. Again, we formed up each side of the 
Drumhead Altar. The Union Flag Bearer handed the Flag over to the clergy, who laid it on the 
Drumhead followed by the Dunkirk Veteran Association’s Standard. 

The lesson was given by Ian Gilbert, Commodore of the Association of Dunkirk Little Ships, 
and the sermon was read by The Bishop in Canterbury, The Right Reverend Trevor Willmott, 
Bishop of Dover. 

As ever, the Last Post was played exquisitely by a bugle soloist from the band. This was 
followed by two minutes of silence and the Reveille. We could only slope our Standards 
because of height restrictions, but the Union Flag and DVA Standard Bearers who had 
regained them had no problems in the full dipping manoeuvre. After a rousing National 
Anthem, the band played us out. 

One has to get used to long periods of standing to attention, and being new to the job, I 
looked to the others for precedence. 

Once outside, we all formed up in threes behind the band and marched around the harbour. 
This was even more nerve-racking as one had to keep in step and swing one’s arm in time, 
and all this while holding the Standard upright against the wind.  

We were told to let our Standards fly as we marched passed the VIP dais. I must confess mine 
nearly knocked off a fellow lady Standard Bearer’s Pill Box hat.  

The VIP Dais included Viscount De L’Isle (Lord Lieutenant of Kent), Major General Charles 
Ramsay (son of Admiral Sir Bertram Ramsay), Lord Boyce (Lord Warden and Admiral of the 
Cinque Ports), Cllr Kay Dark (Chairman of Thanet District Council) and Mr Ian Gilbert 
(Commodore of the Association of Dunkirk Little Ships)  

Job done and we were dismissed for tea and cakes. I am glad say the other Bearers were ever 
so friendly and gave me hints and tips for the future. Even Viscount De L’Isle’s wife struck up 
a conversation with me on my hand-crocheted poppy. I told her they were made for the 
Military Museum at the Cinquantenaire in Brussels. “Oh you come from Brussels. Do you work 
in the Commission?” she asked candidly.  

We were then invited to visit and board the little ships. The one that really caught my eye 
was “Blue Bird”. In 1938, Sir Malcolm Campbell, one of the greatest speed aces of the 1930s, 
commissioned the 100ft ocean-going motor yacht “Blue Bird” to go treasure hunting in the 
Pacific. The war scuppered the hero’s plans and his yacht ended up ferrying troops off the 
Dunkirk beaches! 

With high tide at 07:30 the next morning, I watched the flotilla of The Little Ships assemble 
outside the harbour and then head off towards Dunkirk for the French Ceremony. A highly 
evocative Spitfire and Hurricane flew overhead with the thrilling sound of their roaring RR 
V12 Merlin engines. What a fitting end to the day! 
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A tribute to Joséphine House-Ansiau (d. 12/5/2015) 

by Colin Puplett 

 
 
The area around Lessines is known for its many stone quarries and Douglas found  
work as a quarryman. The couple had no children and lived in an old house in the centre 
of Lessines.  Douglas died at a relatively young age, and Joséphine was left to fend for 
herself on a very small income.  

A member of the Branch, Mr Octavian Riccour, used to visit his own father in the same 
home in Lessines and so, together with Myriam, he kept in touch with Joséphine. The 
visits continued until Myriam moved out of the area and Mr Riccour's father died, which 
was when Brenda and I started to visit her.  

Joséphine led a very quiet life and seldom left the home. She could however be 
persuaded to go on the summer holiday to Ostend organised by the BCF.  

Joséphine was helped jointly by the RBL and the BCF. She often spoke about her husband's 
sister, who lived in Rotherham and with whom she still corresponded from time to time. 
She was also a great admirer of Princess Diana as was obvious from the many pictures in 
her room of the late Princess of Wales.  

Brenda and I, as well as Octavian Riccour, attended Joséphine's funeral in Lessines on 16 
May. She was 95 years old. I was very pleased to be invited to speak during the Church 
Service and to deliver the Exhortation. 
 
The Brussels Branch wishes to re-iterate its heartfelt condolences to the family and 
friends of Joséphine House-Ansiau. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was Myriam Wraith, one-time Brussels Branch 
Secretary, who first brought Joséphine House to the 
attention of the Branch in 2005.  

Joséphine was then a resident in a home for the elderly 
in Lessines.  She had met her husband, Douglas House, 
when he was a soldier in the British Army during WW2. 
They had married in 1947, in the UK, but had eventually 
moved back to Josephine's home town of Lessines, in 
Belgium.  

Joséphine told Myriam that during the war her husband 
had been involved in burying the bodies of members of 
the British armed forces who had been killed during the 
battles around Hotton in the Ardennes.  
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A Tribute to Pierre Campion (d. 22/5/2015) 

by Alan Puplett 

 
Pierre and wife Jeanine at Honfleur 

Pierre was a hard working Royal British Legion Committee member for over 10 years. He was 
involved from the very start with the placing of  RBL Poppy Crosses on Commonwealth War 
Graves in Belgian Municipal Cemeteries - an idea first suggested many years ago by our late 
Chairman Reg Whitburn. Every year in November, Pierre, who lived in Oostduinkerke, would 
place over a 100 poppy crosses on Commonwealth War Graves, in cemeteries all along the 
coast from De Panne to Knokke.  I understand his daughter Joëlle and family will be keeping 
up the good work. For this the RBL are very grateful. 
Pierre finally took over running the “Friends of the Fallen” team, ably assisted by Claire 
Whitfield.  

I first came into contact with Pierre when I decided I was going to help with cemeteries in my 
area. I sat next to him and his devoted late wife Jeanine at one of our monthly lunches. He 
was a very likeable person, with an unassuming personality. I remember him telling me about 
his life as a captain of a Petroleum Tanker and how he would shut the engines down 26Km 
from port and its sheer mass would just take the tanker all the way into port! 

His desire to help the RBL did not stop there. Every year, he drove Claire around to drop off 
and later pick up Poppies and Poppy collection boxes for our RBL Poppy Appeal.  It is so 
fitting therefore that we should place RBL poppies on his Casket today. 

Pierre served with the British Royal Navy in World War II and as an 18-year-old participated in 
the Normandy Landings. Pierre was a true Anglophile. He even married his beloved Belgian 
wife Jeanine in the UK. I have a treasured photo of them both on the 60th D-Day Anniversary 
in Honfleur. 

There is a growing awareness of the debt we owe these WWII veterans, sometimes rightly 
described as our “Greatest Generation”. Pierre was a modest, gentle man, who would 
certainly not have put himself forward as one of our “Greatest Generation”; and that was 
precisely one of his and one of their qualities. 

I shall have the honour to place a Poppy Cross for him and our other departed Normandy 
Veterans at the forthcoming D-Day Royal British Legion Commemorations at the 
Commonwealth War Grave Commission’s Cemetery at Bayeux, where I will be performing 
Standard Bearer Duties for our Branch. We Will Remember Him!   

The Brussels Branch wishes to re-iterate its heartfelt condolences to the family and 
friends of Pierre Campion.  

 
 

On behalf of the RBL, our sincere condolences to 
Joëlle, Ann, Brigitte and Pierre’s family and friends.  

Only some of us were fortunate enough to know 
Pierre - and I say know - as he was a very Private & 
Correct Man. As an example, he insisted on using 
vous, and not tu, with his Royal British Legion 
colleague Claire Whitfield, even though they had 
known each other for some 20 years. 
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THE LITTLE KNOWN STORY OF THE SINKING OF THE LANCASTRIA 

Seventy five years after the sinking of the Lancastria, why does the tragedy remain largely 
forgotten?  

 

RMS Lancastria (later HMT Lancastria) was a British Cunard Liner commandeered by the UK 
Government for war. She was sunk on 17th June 1940 by the German Luftwaffe near the 
French port of Saint-Nazaire with at least 4,000 fatalities and possibly a great many more. It 
was the greatest ever loss of life in the sinking of a single British ship, claiming more lives 
than the combined losses of the RMS Titanic (1,517 passengers and crew) and RMS Lusitania 
(1,198 passengers). It also had the highest death toll for UK forces in a single engagement in 
the whole of World War II. 

She was sunk off the French coast while taking part in the evacuation of British nationals and 
troops from France, two weeks after the Dunkirk evacuation. 

The immense loss of life was such that Prime Minister Winston Churchill ordered news of the 
disaster to be suppressed, but the story was broken in the United States by The New York 
Times and in Britain by The Scotsman on 26 July, more than five weeks after the sinking. 

As part of the government-ordered cover-up, survivors and the crews of the ships that had 
gone to the aid of Lancastria were not at the time allowed to publicly discuss the disaster. 

On 12 June 2008, almost 70 years after the tragedy, at a ceremony at the Scottish 
Parliament, First Minister of Scotland Alex Salmond presented the first batch of medals to 
survivors and relatives of victims and survivors of the HMT Lancastria. 150 survivors and 
relatives gathered from across the UK and Ireland for this historic event.  

Adapted from wikipedia 
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 Branch member Roger Ellis sent us this personal account concerning the Lancastria 
disaster: 

LEST WE FORGET  

For some of us this has a hollow ring when a few thousand of our colleagues have been, and 
still are, officially forgotten and erased from history.  

I remember a beautiful summer day in June, 1940, in Nantes, France, a week or so after the 
evacuation from Dunkirk. I was a young, 22 year old member of one of the R. Signals Units that 
were responsible for the installation and maintenance of telecommunications equipment of 
the 21 Army.  

The Signal Office in Nantes was staffed by members of the ATS who operated the teleprinters,  
telephone switchboards and generally ran the office.  

One day the ATS personnel were ordered to evacuate to St Nazaire and we were ordered to 
destroy equipment and follow.  

We arrived in St. Nazaire in the late afternoon, There was a lot of machine gun fire from 
enemy planes and from the French gunners on the roof tops. The sound of ricocheting rounds 
on the cobble-stoned roads and building walls was chilling as they tear through the flesh and 
leave ghastly wounds.  

The ships that were waiting to evacuate us were not at St. Nazaire, but about 70 miles north 
in Quiberon bay. One of these ships was HMT Lancastria, crammed with troops and civilians. It 
was bombed and destroyed.  Nobody knows how many people died that day. Estimates range 
from well over 4000 to 9000. I was one of a small group that was fortunate in finding a French 
fishing boat that took us out to another ship off shore that then took us to Falmouth.  

Because this happened so soon after Dunkirk, it is said that Churchill ordered all reports to be 
destroyed in order to avoid despair at home. In effect it is an official secret until the year 
2040.  

The families of those casualties do not know what happened to their loved ones and probably 
never will except for descendants.  

I often think of those ATS who were probably on the Lancastria - one of them especially with 
whom I spent many pleasant hours on the sunny terrace of a Café in Nantes. 

27TH JUNE: CEREMONIES AT EVERE CEMETERY.  

Acts of Remembrance at the British Waterloo Campaign Monument and British 
Commonwealth War Grave 

In his introductory speech, Brigadier Andrew Fisher, RBL Brussels Branch President, said:  “The 
Battle of Waterloo was a milestone in European history, which ended more than 20 years of 
conflict in Europe.” He exhorted all of us “to work for reconciliation between nations, that all 
people may, together, live in freedom, justice and peace.  

The Rev Ann Babb read out the poem engraved in the Monument crypt. The poem is a tribute 
to the many British lives that were lost at Waterloo and opens with the line: Peace to thy soul, 
and blissful glory crown thy shade, O brave and virtuous Hero! 

The Exhortation was followed by the Last Post, one-minute silence, and the laying of wreaths. 
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Commemoration at the War Graves Cemetery, Evere 

After the Bidding and Reading (Matthew 5, 1-12), Ann Babb, in the Act of Remembrance 
at the War Graves Cemetery,  specifically referred to “those comrades of the Brussels 
Branch of the Royal British Legion who have recently departed this earthly life to live in 
eternal peace with God together with those whose deaths remain unreported.” 

The Exhortation was followed by Prayers and the Act of Commitment. The Last Post, 
one-minute silence, the laying of wreaths, and playing of National Anthems concluded 
the Ceremony. The bugle was played by Rosi Hingsammer. The Standard Bearer was 
Freddy Roiseux. 

 

Happy birthday wishes to the 29 branch members who have celebrated their 

birthdays since the previous issue of the Newsletter in April: Ron Aston, Peter Barlow, 

Rachel Beurms-Godart, Timothy Beuselinck, Denise Bloch-Errera, Guy Blockmans, Merlyn 

Blyth, Paul Boorman, Octavie Bove, Alain Brogniez, Ed Cutting, Jean-Luc Deswaene, 

Edwin Frankcom, Steven Grant, Georges Helderwert, Frederick Thomas Hobbs, John 

Andrew Johnson, Natalia Kuznetsova, Pierre Martou, Charles Melhuish, Joan Murray, Leon 

Johannes Peeters, Paul Henri Philips, Gaby Roberts-Doucet, Daniel Russell, Pierre 

Vanderlinden, Dirk Vijverman, Fenton Wilfen, Georges Young 

We would also like to offer our very special congratulations to the branch members who 

have recently celebrated their 90+ birthday.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2015  

Mon 10th August  RBL Branch Lunch 12:00 

Sun 30th August  RAFA Tigelot Remembrance at Jalhay/Verviers 10:00. Annual 
 commemoration in memory of the sacrifice of all Allied Airmen who  
 lost their lives in the High Ardennes in the Second World War  

Fri 4th Sept Brigade Piron Commemoration, Parc des Muses, av. Brigade Piron,  
 Molenbeek on the occasion of the 71st Anniversary of the Liberation of 
                           Brussels – 10:30 

Mon 14th Sept RBL Branch (Brussels Liberation) Lunch 12:00 

October  Start of Poppy Appeal 

Sat 10th-12th Oct Edith Cavell Events (see details below and www.edith-cavell-belgium.eu) 

Mon 12th Oct RBL Branch (Poppy Appeal) Lunch 12:00 

Sat 17th Oct  Comète Line Commemoration Service, Air Force Chapel, Basilica of  
 Koekelberg, Brussels (TBC) 

Sat 24th Oct    Belgium Memorial Day, Colonne du Congrès, Rue Royale, 1000 Brussels 
 14:00 to 18:00 

Mon 9th Nov RBL Branch (Remembrance) Lunch 

Fri 6th Nov  Commonwealth Torch of Remembrance – Eternal Flame Rekindled 
 Colonne du Congrès, Rue Royale, 1000 Brussels 

Sun 8th Nov RBL Remembrance Sunday Service followed by social get-together –  
 Pro-Cathedral Holy Trinity, Brussels – 12:00 

Wed 11th Nov Belgian Commemoration of Armistice Day attended by the King of the  
 Belgians – 11:00 - Colonne du Congrès, Rue Royale, 1000 Brussels 

Mon 14th Dec  RBL Branch Christmas Lunch 12:00 

 

EDITH CAVELL COMMEMORATIONS IN BRUSSELS : OCTOBER 2015 

Sunday 12th July at 15.00 hours – Cathedral Saints Michel & Gudule, Brussels: 

Official opening of the exhibition of the Edith Cavell Passion Paintings, a polyptych by Brian 
Whelan commissioned by Norwich Cathedral.  Entrance free. 

The exhibition can be visited outside liturgical services from 12th July to 23rd August 2015. 

Saturday 10th October at 20.00 hrs – Holy Trinity Church, Rue Capitaine Crespel, 29, 1050 
Brussels: Edith Cavell Concert featuring as a world première the Edith Cavell Mass composed 
by D. Mitchell. Tickets: 20 € on www.eventbrite.com or via andree.ferrant@hotmail.be asap. 

Sunday 11th October at 10.30 hrs – Holy Trinity Church, Rue Capitaine Crespel, 29, 1050 
Brussels:  Edith Cavell Memorial Service – all welcome 

Wednesday 28th October at 19.30 hrs – Uccle Cultural Centre, Rue Rouge, 1180 Brussels: 
Projection of a film concert of the restored 1928 film of Edith Cavell entitled “Dawn”.  

 

http://www.edith-cavell-belgium.eu/
http://www.eventbrite.com/
mailto:andree.ferrant@hotmail.be
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CHANGES TO ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FOR OCTOBER 2015 
 

By now you will all have received a communication from RBL HQ advising you of a major 
change in how to renew your RBL membership.  Even though we regret the absence of 
prior consultation before this information was communicated to the Brussels Branch, we 
now have to face the challenge.  

What you need to do as part of the new procedure: 

First, confirm your preferred payment method from among the listed possibilities. You 
will note that most of them are only available within the UK or to persons with UK Bank 
accounts. We therefore recommend you select the Bank transfer method.   

        On the form received by e-mail please add your full name, address and membership 
          number; in the space "How we use your information" indicate your preference    
          against the query and in the right-hand corner above "E-newsletter" add your  
          e-mail address. 

       On the form received by post please check your name and address and correct if 
          necessary. In the space "How we use your information" indicate your preference 
          against the query and in the right-hand corner above "E-newsletter" check your  
          e-mail address and correct or change as necessary. 

If you have received the form by both e-mail and by letter, you may prefer to return the 
completed form by e-mail to avoid the cost of postage (see below). 

If you use the enclosed envelope, do not forget to apply postage stamps as required – 
the envelope is prepaid for use in the UK only, not for Overseas use.  You should also add 
the mention “UK” to the pre-printed address. 

In the course of September you will be asked to pay the renewal fee using the RBL HQ 
transfer order.  Under the new system, Membership fees are paid directly to RBL HQ in 
the UK and no longer to the Brussels Branch. 

Due to the changes in both the UK GB Pound Membership fee and the currency exchange 
rate the Membership Fee applicable from October 2015 will increase to 22.00 €.  
No administrative fee is charged by the Branch.   

The Branch committee will of course continue to inform you about any other changes 
notified by RBL HQ. 

The date for replying to RBL HQ was originally July 13. The Branch has now been granted 
an extension till July 25 for members to reply.   

Should you have further questions, feel free to ask any of the Brussels Branch committee 
members. They will be happy to assist. 

 

 
 

With many thanks for their contributions to this July issue to Alan, Andrée, Andrew, 
Colin, François, Jean-Pierre and, as always, Filomena. 

 

 


