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CELEBRATING THE LEGION'S ACHIEVEMENTS OVER THE LAST 100 YEARS 

 

 

THE CHERITON AND MOREHALL BRANCH 
SHARE THEIR 100 YEAR STORY 

The Branch was formed in 1921 and from its 
first years, Members have been supporting their 
community by looking after ex-servicemen’s 
children, and remembering those who served 
and sacrificed. Becoming involved in activities 
such as Canada Day, to honour Canadian 
troops who served in WWI, and holding 
commemorations at the Machine Gun Corps 
Memorial, are two of the traditions the Branch 

 

THE PARIS BRANCH ONE OF THE FIRST 
OVERSEAS BRANCHES FORMED IN 1921 

Since the beginning, Branch Members focused 
on supporting ex-servicemen and their 
dependents who fell on hard times in France. 
During WWII the Branch closed but members 
continued to meet while in exile in London with 
the Branch reopening in 1945. First taking place 
in the 1920s, the Annual Service of 
Remembrance and the rekindling of the flame, 
are just some of the commemorative activities 
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have maintained over the years. 

 

   

the Branch continue to hold today. 

 

    

 

  

THE CHESTERFIELD BRANCH SUPPORT 
THEIR COMMUNITY SINCE 1921 

From its formation, the Chesterfield Branch 
were looking after ex-servicemen’s children and 
lending a helping hand to other Branches, which 
led to the Branch winning awards for their 
efficiency in 1933. In recent years the Branch 
continue to support their community and in 2018 
they were awarded the county’s Harold 
Tomlinson Trophy for their Branch Community 
Support work and fundraising activities. 

 

   

 

 

  

6 THINGS THAT CHANGED IN THE ARMY 
OVER THE YEARS ACCORDING TO 
MEMBER DAVE WAKELAM 

Dave Wakelam is an Army veteran who first 
joined the Intelligence Corps as a junior leader 
in 1963 and after serving as a regular soldier, 
he also joined the Reserves, TA and MSF as a 
civil servant before retiring in 2014. With more 
than 50 years of experience Dave remembered 
a few things, from the uniform to bedblocks, that 
changed in the Army over the decades. 
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WE NEED YOUR FEEDBACK TO MAKE 
MEMBERSHIP TRAINING WORK FOR YOU 

We are working on improving our training 
offering and apart from courses tailored to 
Branch Officers’ roles there will also be courses 
such as conflict resolution, presentation skills, 
and social media training available to all 
members. Please take part in our short survey, 
if you haven't already, to tell us if you would be 
interested in accessing these courses for Legion 
activities or personal development reasons. 

 

   

 

BE PART OF OUR CENTENARY EXHIBITION 
BY TELLING YOUR MEMBERSHIP STORY 

For the chance to have your branch and club’s 
history displayed in our Centenary exhibition at 
Annual Conference 2021, share your Legion 
historical findings, member experiences, branch 
artefacts and more to the Telling Our Story 
collection. Help us showcase all that Members 
have done over the past 100 years and continue 
to do every day, by submitting your findings 
online in a few simple steps by 30th September. 

 

    

 

  

HELP US WRITE THE LEGION 100 
COOKBOOK BY SUBMITTING STORIES OF 
LOCAL HEROES 

To celebrate the Legion’s centenary we will be 
releasing a cookbook, together with St James’ 
House Publishing, to highlight stories of 
hometown heroes from the UK and the 
Commonwealth, accompanied by regional 
speciality recipes created by tri-service chefs. 
We’re looking for those who made invaluable 
contributions to wartime throughout history, as 
well as those who made their region a better 
place during times of peace. If you have a story 
of a local community hero from your area, past 
or present, please let us know at 
Membershipcomms@britishlegion.org.uk 
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VERTEX WWII INSPIRED WATCH IS BEING 
AUCTIONED TO RAISE FUNDS 

Our partners Vertex watches, one of the 
companies that were supplying the war office 
with watches in 1944-45, have launched their 
new limited edition ‘Bronze 75’ watch. To mark 
the 75th anniversary of the end of the Second 
World War, Vertex have gifted the Legion the 
watch No.75, which is available at auction, with 
the proceeds supporting the Legion’s vital work. 

 

   

 

NEW REMEMBRANCE ACTIVITIES FOR 
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

We are delighted to have partnered with 
Girlguiding to create a set of creative 
Remembrance activities for 2020. Rainbows, 
Brownies, Guides and Rangers can explore 
Remembrance through a range of activities, 
discovering links between their own experiences 
of this year, and those of the WWII generation. 
Please share this with your communities. 

 

    

Did you know that... 

 

Every year we remember and honour the fallen 
by leaving a tribute in one of our Fields of 
Remembrance around the UK. This year apart 

 

A paper by the Center for a New American 
Security examines the support for veterans in 
the UK. The UK’s veteran landscape is 
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from the tributes that will be planted in one of 
our Fields, you will also have the opportunity 
to add a tribute to our virtual Field of 
Remembrance by planting your Tribute from 
the comfort of your home. 

   

sometimes considered less developed than the 
United States’ “sea of goodwill,” lacking the 
same amount of resources and social support. 
However, efforts to better fund the space have 
seen significant collaboration. 

       

 

DO YOUR OWN POPPY RUN TO SUPPORT 
THE POPPY APPEAL 

Our Poppy Runs are taking place virtually this 
year. You can take part anytime in October and 
November, by walking, jogging or running at 
your local park, around your garden or on a 
treadmill, and fundraise to support the Legion. 
It’s free to register and you can order your 
medal and t-shirt to display with pride. 

 

   

 

WE ARE COMMITTED TO FUNDRAISING 
FOR THE ARMED FORCES COMMUNITY 

Support the Poppy Appeal by setting up your 
own challenge and if you’re looking for ideas 
you can order your free fundraising pack full of 
suggestions. From the 11/11 Challenge, to the 
Move to Remember Challenge there are many 
ways you can safely raise funds and there’s full 
support from the Poppy Appeal team. 

 

    

Share your 2020 fundraising innovations 

If you are planning to raise funds for this year's Poppy Appeal in different ways to adhere to the 
Covid-19 restrictions, we’d like to hear about it. 
We would like to share your stories in a future edition of the e-newsletter or the Legion magazine. If 
you want to be featured please send an email to Membershipcomms@britishlegion.org.uk with your 
name, branch and a description of your new innovative fundraising activities. We might not be able 
to publish every story but we aim to share as many of your stories as possible. 

   

 

Going back in time 

Find out more and sign up > Find out more > 
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From The Royal British Legion Magazine January, 1929 
  

 

 

This is a copy of a portrait presented by Major J.B. Brunel Cohen, M.P., Honorary Treasurer of the 
Legion, to Headquarters. It is of particular interest to note that His Majesty signed this portrait for the 
Legion on Tuesday, 20th November, and it was thus one of his last acts before the public 
announcement of his illness began. 

 



    

This month's poll 

How are you preparing to celebrate the Legion’s centenary? 

 

1. By researching the branch’s history 

2. By taking part in the Telling Our Story project or other 
centenary project 
3. By planning local activities for members and the community, 
should the circumstances permit 
4. Haven’t started yet 
5. Other  

  

 

   

 

 

    

Last month's poll 

How did you commemorate VJ Day 75? 

466 Participants 

1. I attended a local commemoration - 41.85% 

2. I watched the BBC's coverage of the Legion’s event at the 
NMA - 55.58% 

3. I took part in/watched a virtual commemoration - 4.08% 

4. I performed a personal act of Remembrance - 24.68% 

5. I participated in another community or Branch activity - 
4.94% 

6. I didn't take part in any activities or didn't attend any 
commemorations - 5.79% 

7. Other - 12.23% 
  

 

 

  

 

    

ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO JOIN 
 

Our members play a vital role in ensuring  that The Royal British Legion can continue to 
provide support to the Armed Forces community as well as upholding the importance of 

Remembrance. Share this email with others you think might be interested in Legion 
membership. 

 

   

Take part in the poll > 

 Join now! 
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If you have any questions about the e-newsletter, please don’t hesitate to contact me. If you have 
questions about your membership card or want to change your home or email address please 
contact our Membership Services team MembershipServices@britishlegion.org.uk 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Dimitra Nikolakopoulou 
Membership Communications Officer 
membershipcomms@britishlegion.org.uk 

    

 
    FOLLOW THE LEGION 

  

 
    

 

   

 

 

 

   

QUICK LINKS 

Membership  

Get support  

Poppy Shop  

     

CONTACT US 

The Royal British Legion, 199 Borough High St 
London SE1 1AA. 

 
 

membershipcomms@britishlegion.org.uk 
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