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From the Chairman Colin Smith 
 
May I welcome you to the 2020 newsletter and thank you for allowing me to be your Chairman once again.  
 
My first year back started with a change of officers after Cynthia & Stuart Hume stepped down as Secretary 
and Chairman respectively and we thanked them for their many years service to the branch.  
We welcomed a new Vice Chairman in Dean Scott, a new Secretary in Lee Grant and a new Membership Sec-
retary in Shirley Smith. Again we face changes this year with Stuart announcing in 2018 that the 2019 Poppy 
Appeal would be his last as P.A.O.finishing at the awards night in January 2020 and handing over to his suc-
cessor Aysha Bilgi. Aysha has offered to take on this role and will need all our support this year.  
 
My first meeting back in the chair was our annual fish & chip supper so a nice way to ease back in. At County 
Conference in January we were awarded the Branch Community Support Cup for the second year running and 
the Medium Branch Efficiency Cup & Standard. 2019 was a busy year as always with Sudbury on Show in  
St Peters Church, a branch dinner at the Bull Hotel, Gt Cornard fete, Armed Forces Day parade, Ormiston 
Academy Festival, & culminating as the year does with Poppy Appeal Remembrance Sunday & parades. 
Along the way we also welcomed some superb guest speakers to our open nights, managed a very interesting 
trip to the Bomber Command spire in Lincolnshire and entered the Christmas tree festival  in the town.  
As we begin 2020, only one year away from our own centenary both nationally & locally we must again be 
prepared, With a new P.A.O in place we will need to offer support & assistance and I will be looking for  
committee & branch members to take on responsibilities if we are to continue to do as much as we have in 
the past.  
2020 will also see us mark the 75th anniversaries of both VE & VJ Day and discussions will be held with the 
Town Council as these are civic events. We will also discuss with them how we celebrate our own landmark 
anniversary in 2021.  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who contributes to the success of the Sudbury branch 
and hope we can continue this not only in 2020 but long into the future. 
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LIVE ON 

Medium Branch Efficiency 
Cup 

Branch Community Support 
Cup 

Christmas tree festival  in St 
Peters Church 



 
Branch Community Support 
 
A Happy and Healthy New Year to all our Members from the  
Sudbury Branch Community Support Team.  The BCS Team 
are ready and willing to visit Beneficiaries again this year 
The contact number for anyone who feels they would like 
someone to call on them or to telephone them for a chatter is 
01787 376050 and I can arrange for one of the team to  
contact you. 
If you have know of an ex-service person or a dependant that 
needs someone to talk to or needs any assistance or help 
then please pass this information on to me and we will make 
contact with them and see what they might be requiring.  
This can be anything from someone to chat with, to get  
Information or to assistance with a Mobility aid or something 
more complex. 
Please do not hesitate to contact the team on the above  
number however small your problem maybe, it is always  
better to talk about a problem as someone else may have a 
answer or be able to signpost you in the right direction. 
Over the past year we have regularly been visiting Mellish 
House and several ex-service persons and dependents.  
You will find someone from the BCS team as part of the  
Gazebo when it is at Great Cornard Fete or Party in the Park 
or out on the Market Hill at Poppy Appeal time.   
We are always ready to help or advise should you need us. 
 
Jane Brockbank 
Branch Community Support Representative. 
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Rod H Kilby 

This years Poppy Appeal stands at £43335.69 

Facebook page  is 
The Royal British legion Sudbury Suffolk 

Poppy Appeal: Stuart Hume 
 
The 2018-2019 Appeal was our best ever Collection finishing with Donations at £57,149.07. The 2019-2020 Appeal to 
date stands at £43,335.69 with this Appeal finishing on 30th September 2020. 
Some figures also to date: Static and Home Boxes which Shirley administers £624.64, Wreath Sales £931.50, Church 
Collections £891.05, Donations £745.91, Fund Raising £640.23, and Poppy Sales £39,502.36. We were also allowed to 
collect at all the Supermarkets again this year and I do thank all those Supermarkets for their continued support of the 
Poppy Appeal and allowing Collectors being Branch Members together with Non Members for all their assistance in 
making this possible. Not to forget all the Counters and all the Distributors and Collecting back of the many Static Boxes. 
As you may be aware this is my last year as P.A.O. and I am officially standing down on the Presentation night on the 
22nd January 2020 being held in the upstairs room of the Snooker Club. 
I also must thank everyone for their continued support over the years making the Appeals so successful each year. The 
1991/92 Collection reached an overall total of £4,000 and since then totals have gradually increased each year which 
gives an overall collection which includes this years to date of £720,446.28. 
My P.A.O. position is being taken over by a young lady whose name is Aysha Bilgi. I hope you will all continue to  
support her as you have supported me and I look forward to working and supporting her in the future. 
 

 
Sudbury & District Royal British Legion 
Membership  Report  
 

As in previous years Membership has fluctuated;  
sadly four members passed away and some did not 
renew their  
membership.  However we have been recruited some 
new members and we had three legion members 
transfer to us having moved to the Sudbury area.  
 
Our Branch meetings have been well attended and 
the open nights continue to be well supported.  The 
members who organise these and arrange the  
catering must be thanked for all their hard work during 
the course of the year. 
 
We have been out in the community this year attend-
ing the Delphi 1940’s event and Great Cornard Fete.  
Unfortunately the inclement weather brought the fete 
to an earlier close and we had to make the decision 
not to attend the annual Party in the Park due to the 
weather on the day.   
 
Membership Services still present challenges which  
occasionally have to be looked into, but I feel that  
Membership has remained steady although slightly 
lower than at this time last year. 
 
Shirley Smith 
Membership Secretary 


