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In this 24-page issue, as summer gives way to autumn and the 
poppy-wearing season begins, WE REMEMBER AND PAY TRIBUTE 

To the thousands and thousands of men who were killed in the 
Battle of Passchendaele, 

To Corporal A.K. Bassford of the Royal Field Artillery, who died 
in action on 23rd August 1914, 

To Private Frederick William Vears of the Machine Gun Corps 
(Cavalry), who died in action fighting on the Somme on 11th 
September 1917, 

To the women who fought and died in 1914-1918, 

To the airmen who died, on 2nd November 1944, when their 
RAF Halifax bomber crashed at Tigelot, 

To Captain Robert Kemp Dunbar and his driver, Frederick John 
Phipps, who died on 21st December 1944, 

To the men who liberated Brussels and Boom in September 
1944, 

To Randle Oliver, 92, who landed in Normandy on D-Day+8 and 
arrived in Brussels on 5th September,  

To Sgt. Wilfred Jackson, 93, who served in the 146 Field 
Ambulance Royal Army Medical Corps and landed in Normandy 
with the second wave on D-Day, 

To Roger Ellis, 99, who has just been awarded the Légion 
d‟Honneur in gratitude and appreciation for his contribution to 
the Liberation of France, 

To Denise Bloch-Errera, Louise Vander Meulen and Marcelle 
Graton Couvert, all three of them Brussels Branch Members 
who recently passed away. 
 
LEST WE FORGET 

Michael Whitburn, Newsletter coordinator 
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100 YEARS AFTER THE BATTLE OF PASSCHENDAELE 

100 years ago today, the Third Battle of Ypres, launched on 31st July, was still dragging on. 
It would continue to do so until 6th November, when the crest of Passchendaele Ridge and 
Passchendaele village were finally captured. The name Passchendaele has become 
synonymous with mud, horror and senseless human loss. The British Expeditionary Force 
alone sustained over 300,000 casualties. 

100 years later, on Sunday 30th and Monday 31st July 2017, the beginning of the Battle of 
Passchendaele was commemorated on a grand scale at Ypres. The traditional Last Post 
ceremony at the Menin Gate Memorial on 30th July was attended, as the sun went down, 
by the duke and duchess of Cambridge, along with the king and queen of the Belgians, 
joined on this exceptional occasion, by 200 descendants whose ancestors‟ names are 
engraved on the walls of the Menin Gate. Thousands of paper poppies were dropped from 
the roof of the gate to represent every name engraved there.  

The ceremony was followed by performances at the Grote Markt broadcast live by the BBC 
to tell the story of the Battle.  

There were a number of musical and spoken performances, all of them set to a backdrop 
of light projections on to the historic Cloth Hall. Journalist Ian Hislop introduced a sketch 
from his First World War play The Wipers Times. 

Testimonies from Allied and German soldiers were also projected on to the side of the 
imposing Cloth Hall, including a video of Harry Patch - known as the "Last Tommy" - who 
fought at Passchendaele and died, aged 111, in 2009.  

On Monday, the anniversary of the start of the battle, commemorations continued with a 
special service held at Tyne Cot Cemetery, where thousands are buried and 
commemorated. 

Mud Soldier 
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The Passchendaele Centenary was also commemorated in London with a sculpture of a First 
World War soldier made from sand and mud taken from Flanders Fields and on display at 
Trafalgar Square from 25-30 July, 2017. The sculpture, surrounded by a frame from which 
water dripped in an echo of the relentless Flanders rain, was crafted by Dutch artist Damian 
Van Der Velden. The Mud Soldier was meant to dissolve back into a shapeless lump of mud by 
the steady drip of water, providing a poignant reminder of the Belgian soil over which 
thousands fought and died. 

GERMAN FIRST WORLD WAR SUBMARINE FOUND OFF THE COAST OF BELGIUM 
(19/9/2017) 

An intact German First World War submarine containing the bodies of 23 people has been 
found off the coast of Belgium. 

The UB II-type dive boat is 88-feet long and almost 20-feet wide, and is lying at about a 45- 
degree angle, 100 feet below the surface. UB-II submarines were built in 1915 and 1916 and 
were able to dive to a depth of around 50m. 

From the damage to the front of the vessel, it appears that the sub may have struck a mine 
with its upper deck. 

Although in relatively good condition, the submarine nevertheless sustained damage to its 
upper side. The bow sustained the most damage but the hatches were still shut. 

Eleven German submarines from the World War One period have been found in Belgian 
waters, but this vessel is reported to be the best preserved of all.  

Around 18 U-boats were stationed with the Flanders Flotilla in Bruges between 1915 and 
1918. Thirteen of them were destroyed. 

Allied warships and cargo ships were easy pickings for the German subs that were launched 
from Bruges, just across the English Channel. 

 
 
Off-course and heading for disaster. Will HMS Brexit suffer the same fate as the German U-
boat? Only time will tell. Cartoon by Andrew Fisher 
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The German U-Boat Campaign 

The Germans ran the U-Boat campaign throughout World War I, and used the submarines to 
attack the Allies' trade routes. They mostly attacked around Britain and the Mediterranean, and 
destroyed almost 5,000 ships in total. 

The campaign started in the North Sea, when 10 submarines were sent from Heligoland to 
attack Royal Navy ships. However, it was unsuccessful - only one torpedo was fired and it 
missed HMS Monarch, its intended target. Meanwhile, two of the U-Boats were lost. 

The U-Boats were much more successful in their war on commerce. Britain had already 
managed to block off Germany with its Navy, not even allowing food to enter the country, and 
since the Germans' main navy was much weaker than the British, they fought back using U-
Boats and sunk a huge number of trade boats heading into Britain. 

In 1917, the Germans set out to destroy 600,000 tons of shipping heading into Britain each 
month - they believed this would force their enemies to try for peace within six months. The 
campaign was a huge success - 860,000 tons were sunk in April of that year alone, leaving the 
British with just six weeks‟ worth of wheat, which left the Americans with no option but to 
declare war on Germany. 

Towards the end of the war, the Allies were able to counter the threat of U-Boats. Planes were 
used to patrol the seas and force the U-boats below the surface. The 70,000 mines of the North 
Sea Mine Barrage destroyed six U-Boats between September and November 1918. 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4898888/German-WWI-U-boat-Belgium-23-bodies-
inside.html 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-41318195 

BRITISH DAY AT BOOM (2nd September 2017) 

by Erich d‟Hulster 

 

Ethel Pede, Andrée Ferrant, Brenda Puplett, Erich d‟Hulster, Jean-Pierre Pede, Colin Puplett 

 

 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4898888/German-WWI-U-boat-Belgium-23-bodies-inside.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4898888/German-WWI-U-boat-Belgium-23-bodies-inside.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-41318195
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The weather was perfect for the British Day at Boom – an event that attracted a great many 
participants and representatives of national and international patriotic associations including 
a number of representatives of the RBL Brussels Branch.  

The first ceremony commemorated the British liberators (especially the 21 British soldiers 
who married local girls). A Memorial was inaugurated in memory of Col. Silvertop. There were 
speeches by local dignitaries, the laying of wreaths, and the lighting of the flame by the town 
Burgomaster.  

 

Branch Standard Bearer Freddy Roiseux (left) 

Participants then crossed the river River Rupel by ferry to Klein-Willebroek for the second 
ceremony of the day – a ceremony to commemorate 25 years of Tank Monument.  

British food and drink, whisky and gin tasting, listening and dancing to the music of the 1940s, 
British Classic and Vintage cars, British board games, and London taxis were all part of the 
afternoon activities of this highly enjoyable British Day. 

The Liberation of Boom 

Lt Col David Arthur Henry Silvertop commanded the British armoured unit of the 3rd Royal 
Tank Regiment that raced towards Antwerp in an all-out effort to capture the port before it 
could be destroyed by the Germans.  

The enemy had orders to protect the strategic Port of Antwerp and surrounding estuary of the 
Scheldt River at all costs and as the Germans retreated they blew up key bridges. 

On the morning of September 4th, 1944, as Silvertop‟s tanks approached a crossroads near the 
Fort of Breendonk, a man was seen waving a flag in the middle of the road and urging the 
tanks to stop. His name was Robert Vekemans – a military engineer who had learned that 
every major bridge had been mined.  
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Vekemans knew there was an old wooden toll bridge near Klein-Willebroek and that was 
where he advised Silvertop to cross. The manoeuvre allowed a British tank to open fire on 
German troops guarding the Rupel Bridge, which was also saved. 

Silvertop‟s tanks rolled through Boom and north towards Antwerp as the people rushed out 
into the streets to cheer them.  Boom was liberated. 

Twenty-one of the soldiers who liberated the town married girls from Boom.  Some of the 
couples settled  in Boom after the war, though most of them left for the UK, USA or 
Canada.   

Nancy Early, daughter of Jim Early – one of the 21 liberators of Boom who married locally – 
managed, not without difficulty, to locate the 21 families, and she invited them to 
participate in the remembrance weekend in Boom. Most families instantly accepted with 
great enthusiasm. Unfortunately, not all were able to attend, often because of health 
problems, but all expressed their support for the event. 

 Adapted from: British Day in Boom programme 

COMMEMORATIVE EVENT AT THE TIGELOT MEMORIAL (JALHAY) 

by Erich D‟hulster  

The annual commemorative event began with a religious service in memory of the six 
Canadian and one British airman who died, on 2nd November 1944, when their RAF Halifax 
bomber crashed near Jalhay at a place known locally as Tigelot. The religious service was 
accompanied by a choir and marked by the presence of a number of standard bearers and 
civilian and military personalities representing various associations and the Canadian Air 
Force.  

 

Erich d‟Hulster at the Tigelot Monument 

After the service,  participants proceeded to the monument, in glorious sunshine and to the 
strains of a well-played bagpipe. Many wreaths and flowers were laid at the monument. 
The Army Chaplain of SHAPE (Casteau) delivered the homily.  
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The ceremony ended with one minute silence and the national anthems. 

The meal that followed was provided by a local restaurant decorated for the occasion with 
the flags of the countries concerned. The food was excellent, the staff very welcoming. 
There were speeches in which participants were able to express their gratitude to the Adans 
family and the Honorary Chairman, Léon Boulet, for the perfectly organised event. 

BELGIAN MEMORIAL DAY CELEBRATES THE WOMEN OF WW1 

by Jean-Pierre Pede 

The 4th edition of the Belgian Memorial Day celebrated the women of 14-18. 

On Friday 22nd September, at the Colonne du Congrès in Brussels, participants for the very 
first time specifically paid tribute to women and their role during WW1.  The event was 
organised at the initiative of the Belgian National Committee.  

 
                  © BELGA 

Not only were women the victims of war, but they were also actively engaged in military 
operations and in the resistance as they replaced absent men in factories or hospitals.  

During the ceremony, women representing civil society in Belgium and other countries 
involved in the conflict read out the names of 1,172 civilian and military victims of the 
conflict that raged on in Belgium during the year 1917.  A representative of King Philippe of 
the Belgians, various civil, political, diplomatic and military authorities attended the 
ceremony. 

The commemoration opened with the reading of the names of the British military by Mrs 
Sabine Platteuw, representing HE Alison Rose, Ambassador of the U.K. in Belgium, Lieutenant 
Katharine Brazier, representing the First Aid Nursing Yeomanry, and Mrs Beryl Barlow, 
member of our Brussels Branch. This was followed by the reading of the names of Canadian, 
Australian, New Zealand and South African, as well as French and German Fallen.   
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After the Last Post, Silence and Reveille, the Ceremony continued with the names of the 
Congolese and Belgian military who died in African campaigns, and those of Belgian soldiers 
killed during the battle of the Yser.  

The ceremony was also marked by the reading by the Vice-President of the Senate, Mrs Olga 
Zrihen, of a long list of names of women who suffered deportation.  Finally, a volunteer 
nurse, Mrs Anne Coppieters 't Wallant, read the last letter that was addressed by Mrs Léonie 
Rammeloo to her family just before she was executed.  

The ceremony ended with the laying of wreaths and flowers in front of the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier, the rekindling of the Flame of Remembrance, the Ode to Joy, the Belgian 
national anthem and the sounding of the death knell. 

73RD ANNIVERSARY OF THE LIBERATION OF BRUSSELS 

by Jean-Pierre Pede 

Ceremony organised by the City of Brussels - September 3rd 

The ceremony took place on Sunday, 3rd September 2017, in the presence of the City of 
Brussels authorities, including Mrs Marion Lesmeire and Mr Jean-Marie Amand; Standard 
bearer for the RBL Brussels Branch was Freddy Roiseux ; also present were Andree Ferrant 
(Hon Secretary), Andrew & Margaret Lysak, Martine & Mario Impens, Ethel, Viviane & 
Jean-Pierre Pede (all members of the RBL Brussels Branch). 

The commemoration started at the Colonne du Congrès (rue Royale) with the laying of 
flowers, speeches and rekindling of the Flame. 

The procession then proceeded to rue de la Régence with the support of military music, and 
flowers were laid in front of a commemorative plaque to remember the Fallen of 3rd-4th  
September 1944. 

Participants then moved on to the Town Hall, where flowers and wreaths were laid in the 
reception hall of the building.  Mrs Viviane Pede laid a wreath on behalf of the RBL Brussels 
Branch. 

The commemoration ended with a drink offered by the City of Brussels in the presence of 
veteran members of the Brigade Piron. 

Ceremony organised by the Commune of Molenbeek - September 4th 

On 4th September 2017, the commune of Molenbeek St Jean commemorated the 73rd 
anniversary of the Liberation of Brussels by the Welsh Guards Armoured Division of General 
Adair, part of the 2nd British Army, and the Brigade Piron. 

The Ceremony took place in the presence of Mrs Françoise Schepmans (Burgomaster), 
Commander Stephane Lamour de Caslou (representing the Embassy of France), Mr Jean 
Claude  Meyer (representing the GDL Embassy), Mr Peter Zwart (representing the Embassy of 
The Netherlands), Lt Col Pierre Jacquet (representing the Belgian Defence Minister).   

The Brussels Branch was represented by Mrs Andrée Ferrant (Hon. Secretary), CDR Fernand 
Delcourt (Member), Mr Freddy Roiseux (Standard Bearer), Mr Jean-Pierre Pede 
(Membership Secretary) and Mrs Ethel Pede-Moffatt (Member). 

Following speeches by the authorities, Mrs Andrée Ferrant pronounced the Exhortation.   
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From R. to L.: A. Ferrant, F. Delcourt, J. Martial (Brigade Piron), A. El Khannous, J.C. Meyer, 
Lt Col P. Jacquet, F. Schepmans (Burgomaster) 

 

Local schoolchildren lay flowers. Standard Bearer Freddy Roiseux on duty for the Branch. 
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Flowers and wreaths were laid on behalf of the City authorities and on behalf of the the 
RBL Brussels Branch by CDR Fernand Delcourt. Flowers were laid by pupils of three local 
schools. 

The Ceremony closed with the Last Post followed by one minute silence and the national 
anthems of France, Luxembourg, Great Britain, the Netherlands, the European Hymn and 
the national anthem of Belgium. 

Brigade Piron 

 

Belgian soldiers of the Belgian 1st Infantry Brigade, Free Belgian Forces, pose for a 
photograph with their British Daimler Armoured Car (Mk. II) following their liberation of the 

French village of Sallenelles during the Battle of Normandy, August 1944 
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The Belgian 1st Infantry Brigade (also known as the "Brigade Piron") was formed in 1940 after 
the German invasion and defeat of Belgium, when hundreds of Belgian troops had escaped to 
the U.K. By 1944, the Brigade numbered approximately 2,200 soldiers trained in the U.K. and 
Canada. Although they did not take part in the D-Day landings (the Allies wanted them take a 
leading and symbolic role in the later planned liberation of Belgium), they did arrive in 
Normandy on 30 July to fight in the Battle of Normandy and would help liberate other regions 
of France, the Netherlands and their homeland. Following the war, the Brigade became the 
core of the new Belgian Army.  

ALL ABOUT … ME 

by Randle Oliver 
 

Randle Oliver (now 92) is a long-time Friend of the RBL Brussels Branch. In June 1944 he was 
in the RAF 124 Wing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We ground crew crossed to Normandy in 
Barges and landed on Juno Beach on D-
Day+8. 124 Wing consisted of four 
squadrons of rocket firing Typhoons 
(Tiffys). There were 151 Typhoon pilots 
killed between D-Day and 24th August. I 
had commercial training so became the 
C.O.‟s secretary, being medically unfit for 
flying duties. Many of us were really 
children. I‟d had my 19th birthday two days 
after D-Day. 

Our first base was a mown cornfield in 
Normandy. The Typhoons raised a dust 
storm on take-off which made us a target 
for German artillery. The front line was 
only about three miles from us. We were a 
mobile unit which could be relocated within 
12 hours- latrines and all. After the army 
broke out of Normandy, we followed 
immediately with short stops at Evreux and 
Amiens, to Brussels and the airfield at 
Melsbroek.  

Brussels was liberated on Sunday 3rd 
September 1944 by the Welsh Guards and 
our large convoy of vehicles arrived in the 
city on Tuesday 5th September. It was a 
very slow and rapturous drive. The streets 
were full of people and the welcome was 
unforgettable. Our vehicles could only 
move very slowly through the crowds. 
There were flowers and kisses and hugs and 
thanks.  

  

 

I was 4 years in the RAF and during my last 
year, for something to do, I applied for a 
commission. This is a photograph of me 
then. I had my uniform but was never 
commissioned. To get it you had to sign on 
for 2 years and I wanted to get home to 

start making a proper living. 
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We were only a few days at Melsbroek before moving on to Eindhoven- the army was 
advancing so fast. At Eindhoven we were the closest airfield to Arnhem, yet our Typhoons 
were never called on to assist the operation „Market Garden‟, one of the major battles of 
WW2 and the largest airborne battle in history.  

My pal was a Catholic and said the first Sunday service at the cathedral in Brussels would 
be special so he invited me to go with him - just a tram ride from the airfield at 
Melsbroek. We went on condition that we sat at the back. When we arrived we discovered 
that the whole population of Brussels had had the same idea- literally hundreds of people 
in front of the church. Far from sitting at the back we were taken right to the raised area 
near the high altar. I presume the Priest was a Bishop who gave part of his sermon in 
English and we were given a special waft of incense. At the end of the service people with 
banners lined the walls and others held hands down the aisle and cheered as we walked 
out. It was a very emotional and unforgettable occasion.  

 

Randle with brother Barrie (left) at Brigade Piron Ceremony, 6th September 2004 

For quite a few years I returned to Brussels to attend the Liberation ceremonies of 
September 3rd with the Brigade Piron and R.B.L. at the Parc des Muses. One year before 
the ceremonies began, I was standing next to an Englishman who had married a Belgian 
girl. He asked me where I lived in England. When I said a village near Sunderland in the 
North East, he asked if I knew a village called Whitburn and I said that was the very place 
where I lived! His name was Reg Whitburn, then Chairman of R.B.L. Brussels. He invited 
me to his home, and he came to my house in Whitburn, England. We became proper 
friends after what had been a fortuitous meeting. 
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REMEMBRANCE POEM 
 
Ron Aston sent us this seasonal and moving poem penned by 57-year-old Paul Hunter in just 
five minutes: 
 

I am not a badge of honour, 
I am not a racist smear, 
I am not a fashion statement 
To be worn but once a year. 
I am not glorification 
Of conflict or of war. 
I am not a paper ornament, 
A token, 
I am more. 
   
I am a loving memory 
Of a father or a son. 
A permanent reminder 
Of each and every one. 
   
I‟m paper or enamel, 
I‟m old or shining new, 
I‟m a way of saying thank you 
To every one of you. 
   
I am a simple poppy, 
A Reminder to you all 
That courage faith and honour 
Will stand where heroes fall. 

FRIENDS OF THE FALLEN 

Private Frederick William Vears  

A few months ago, our Branch Secretary Andrée Ferrant received  the following email: 
 
“LEST WE FORGET……..”  

51909 PRIVATE FREDERICK WILLIAM VEARS 
MACHINE GUN CORPS (CAVALRY) 11 SEPTEMBER 1917 AGE 21 

Today Sue and I visited the grave of my great uncle Fred Vears at Hargicourt British 
Cemetery in Northern France on the 100th anniversary of his young death. 

Many thanks to the Royal British Legion Brussels for so efficiently supplying us with a 
Poppy Cross for the grave. 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission must be congratulated in keeping this obscure 
cemetery in such immaculate condition. Three other families had also visited the cemetery 
in recent days to remember the exact 100th anniversary of their relatives, one all the way 
from Australia. 

“WE SHALL REMEMBER THEM…………….” 
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Hargicourt British Cemetry 

Hargicourt, Somme, France, is a village about 16 km north-west of St Quentin and about 3 
km west of the main road from St Quentin to Cambrai. The Cemetery is at the western 
end of the village, on the south side of the road to Peronne. 

Hargicourt was occupied by British troops in April 1917, lost on the 21st March 1918, and 
recaptured by Australian troops on the 18th September 1918. Hargicourt British Cemetery 
was begun in May 1917, and used by fighting units until March 1918. Some further burials 
were made in September and October 1918, and three British graves were brought in after 
the Armistice from Hargicourt Communal Cemetery German extension. It was largely used 
by the 34th Division, under the name of Hargicourt Quarry Cemetery (derived from the 
quarry across the railway line). There are now over 300 WW1 war casualties 
commemorated in this cemetery. Of these, over 30 are unidentified and a special 
memorial is erected to a United Kingdom soldier known to be buried among them. The 
British Cemetery covers an area of 2,151 square meters and is enclosed by a flint and 
stone wall. 

Corporal A.K. Bassford  

At the end of August, Anne Morley, in charge of Poppy Appeal, received the following 
request for paper poppies: 
 
Dear Mrs Morley, 

I got in contact with the British legion 3 years ago when we were invited at the British 
embassy as a gratification for a research I did on a British soldier who died in Estinnes.  
My wife and I are both 50 years old this year and we would like to celebrate our 
(combined) 100 years by giving a small party. We were thinking of inviting our Bassford 
friends back to Belgium and decorate the room in Black and Red with a paper poppy on 
each plate. Here is my small problem : I cannot find where to buy these poppies on the 
net, so I was wondering if you could help me find 90 of these nice small paper flowers. 
Does the Belgian British Legion sell them ? Is it possible to find them on the net ? 

Thanks for your help 

Best Regards 
 
Anne was of course happy to oblige and now strongly recommends visiting the truly 
fascinating website created by Jean-Yves Desnos and his colleagues of the History and 
Archeology Society of Estinnes-au –Mont. The well-illustrated and very interesting website 
(in French) is dedicated to the only WW1 Commonwealth soldier that was put to rest in 
the local cemetery. The site is clearly the result of a great deal of research by a group of 
dedicated local historians. It tells the detailed story of Corporal A.K. Bassford, Royal Field 
Artillery, born at Lucknow, Bengal province, India, on 15th February 1887, died 23rd August 
1914 at Estinnes where he is buried.  

The story begins as follows: 

Une tombe dans la parcelle C155 de notre cimetière estinnois : 

18092 CORPORAL A.K. BASSFORD  
ROYAL FIELD ARTILLERY 
23RD AUGUST 1914 
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Un matin d'août 2013, Jean-Yves DESNOS, responsable du Cercle d'Histoire et d'Archéologie, 
nous en parle. Qui est AK BASSFORD ? Pourquoi est-il inhumé, seul, à Estinnes ? Comment 
est-il mort ? Il n'en faut pas plus pour mettre en marche un travail d'enquête de plusieurs 
mois.  

Au fil des soirées de recherches, Mr BASSFORD devient tellement proche 
de nous qu'une évidence nous vient en tête. Il doit parler, il doit nous parler, 
il doit vous parler. Quittons donc un récit à la troisième personne. 

« Bonjour Amis Estinnois, mon nom est A.K. BASSFORD et c'est avec émotion que je vais 
vous raconter mon histoire »… 

So be sure to take up the invitation and read the full story of Corporal A.K. Bassford on: 

estinnes.org/Bassford/homepage-bassford.html (simply googling „Bassford Estinnes‟ should 
get you there). 

Captain Robert Kemp Dunbar and Driver Frederick John Phipps 

 

Tervuren communal cemetery contains the burials of two British soldiers who met their 
death on Thursday, 21 December, 1944.  Both belonged to the Royal Corps of Signals. Both 
were aged 28. Captain Robert Kemp Dunbar, B.Sc. (Glasgow), son of Robert Hugh and 
Williamina Dunbar of Killermont, Bearsden, Dunbartonshire, and Frederick John Phipps, 
driver, now lie side by side for all eternity. 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM. 
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The Friends of the Fallen are members and supporters of the Brussels branch of the Royal 
British Legion. Once a year, on or around Armistice Day, they place Poppy crosses, Star of 
David or non-denominational Poppy sticks on lonely graves of British and Commonwealth 
soldiers and airmen to signify that these young men and women are not forgotten.  

Should you wish to place a Poppy cross or stick on a lonely grave and make your Armistice 
Day more meaningful, you can always contact Jacqueline Daugnaix-Whitfield on mobile 
0470 04 23 55 or email: jachrida49@gmail.com. There is probably a cemetery not far from 
where you live where a lonely soldier or airman is buried. You will find more information 
on: http://www.inmemories.com/index.htm 

Why not become a Friend of the Fallen? 

Crosses and sticks are supplied free of charge for RBL members. For supporters they are 
priced at €2.00.  

If you would like to make a donation to the RBL Poppy Appeal, please mention you wish to 
become a 'Friend' when you contact Jacqueline Daugnaix. 

Also: Why not tell us something about the cemeteries you visit and the soldiers and 
airmen you pay tribute to. We would very much like to know. Thank you. 

 

UK VETERAN SGT. WILF JACKSON VISITS RIJKEVORSEL 

by Peter Van den Broeck 

 

of a baby girl in Roosendaal. The doctors and surgeons were busy with the wounded and 

Wilf just had to get on with it. He states: “I trained for a great many things: amputating 

legs, handling bullet wounds… but to deliver a child, well that was something I hadn‟t 

expected”. The baby girl was delivered successfully, and the mother and child were 

transported to the nearest hospital. After the harsh winter of 1944/45 during which Wilf 

and his comrades in arms were bogged down south of Arnhem, Wilf was sent to West-Africa 

to train new recruits for a deployment in the Pacific. “Luckily for us, he says, the bombs 

were dropped, Japan surrendered and the deployment was cancelled”. 

 

Sgt. Wilfred “Wilf” Jackson, born in Birkenhead near 

Liverpool in 1924, served in the 146 Field Ambulance 

Royal Army Medical Corps attached to the 49th Infantry 

Division (Polar Bears). At the time of the Blitz, as a young 

volunteer of the St John‟s Ambulance, he helped victims 

during the bombings. Wilf was called up for military duty 

and he applied for the signal corps. The recruiting office 

decided to make him a medic because of his experience. 

Wilfred landed with the second wave on D-Day in France. 

One of his brothers was badly wounded in Normandy, but 

Wilf was unaware of the fact at the time. After the 

fighting in France, Wilf arrived in the Kempen, and his 

unit manned Advanced Dressing Stations and Casualty 

Clearing Stations in Oostmalle and Turnhout. Wilf vividly 

remembers the horrors of war. After crossing the Canal at 

Rijkevorsel, he was given the task of assisting the delivery  

mailto:jachrida49@gmail.com
http://www.inmemories.com/index.htm
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Every year a commemoration ceremony is held at the 

Bridgehead Memorial in Rijkevorsel. The commune, local 

schools, and veteran organisations all participate in the event. 

Wilf has been attending the event for many years. He is now 93 

years old and has announced that this year would be his last 

visit. During his “final ceremony”, Wilf asked one of the pipers 

to play “Old Lang Syne”, and when the 93-year-old veteran 

started singing, the bystanders joined in – many of them unable 

to hold back their tears.  

 

 

 

 

 

Every year, Wilf also visits the 

school GLS De Wegwijzer in 

Rijkevorsel, where he is welcomed 

as a hero and an old friend.  

 
 
 

During a two-hour questions and 

answers session, pupils asked Wilf about 

his experience of WW2.  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
This year, the classes surprised him 

with a rendition of Old Lang Syne. 

The school will miss him. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Page 18 THE WIPERS TIMES October 2017  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

His driver on these occasions was Chris 

Hearnden (seated next to Wilf) - the 

son of a one-time colleague of Wilf 

and member of the same unit.  

 
 
 
 

I was privileged to meet a brave and remarkable man. When asked about how the Germans 

looked after the wounded, he said: “ I heard they also treated our wounded fairly; the 

medics did their job on both sides”. It reminded me of Harry Patch (DCLI, Lewis gun crew, 

WW1) saying: “always remember both sides of the line”. Respect.  Lest we forget.  

Peter A.M. Van den Broeck, LTC (GS) BEL AF 
Member of the Royal British Legion, Brussels Branch 
 

ROGER ELLIS IS AWARDED THE LEGION D’HONNEUR 

by Colin Puplett 
 
The Légion d' Honneur is France's highest award, so naturally there were great expectations 
when the official invitation arrived to attend the investiture at the French Ambassador's 
Residence in central Brussels. Roger is one of a dwindling number of survivors of the 
Normandy Landings that took place in the summer of 1944. He was 25 at the time of the 
landings - an event which has been described as the largest seaborne landing in history and 
one that led directly to the Liberation of France. It is therefore very appropriate that France 
should honour those who took part in the Normandy Landings. 

Roger's investiture was conducted in the 
charming salons of the French Ambassador's 
Residence by Capitaine de Frégate Lamour 
de Caslou, himself a holder of the Légion d' 
Honneur.  

 

                                                                       Roger Ellis with son Daniel 
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Roger was surrounded by members of his 
family, including his daughter and two sons, 
as well as a large number of friends and 
members of the Brussels Branch of the RBL. 

From left to right: Peter Barlow, Andrée 
Ferrant, Colin & Brenda Puplett, Beryl 
Barlow 

 

  

 

 

The ceremony was both dignified and 
celebratory, with details of Roger's 
involvement in the Landings and many toasts 
to his continued good health.  

At 99, Roger has largely been spared by the 
passing of time.  

His memory is quite clear concerning the 
events surrounding the Landing, as when he 
recounts the story of the time his unit was 
approaching a village and they were met by a 
very young girl of around five or six. He 
noticed she had lost some of her front teeth 
and gave her some chocolate, which she 
devoured in great haste before suddenly realising that she had not saved any for her friends 
and asking him if he had any more "bonbons". 

As part of the ceremony and on behalf of all of the members of the Brussels Branch, I 
congratulated Roger on receiving the award and thanked him and all the military veterans 
who fought for the freedom that we continue to enjoy today, after so many years. 

CONDOLENCES FROM THE RBL BRUSSELS BRANCH  

Denise Bloch-Errera passed away on 21st May at the age of 97. She was the widow of Baron 
Jean Bloch. The Branch wishes to express its sincere condolences to the family and friends of 
Denise. 

The Branch also wishes to express its condolences to the family and friends of Louise Vander 
Meulen, who passed away on 23rd September. Louise was born in 1927. She was the widow of 
André Mayné.  Since last year she had been living in a residence for the elderly.  

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 
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FAREWELL TO MARCELLE GRATTON COUVERT  

by Colin Puplett 

Brenda and I knew Marcelle for what must have been about ten years and in that time we 
came to know something of her character and parts of her life. But Marcelle was 92, and 
there were many parts of her life we did not know about, especially her years growing up.  

We knew she was born in France and had come to live in Belgium as a child and that she had 
always maintained her French nationality. Her father was a jeweller and it appeared she had 
led a comfortable life. It was evident she had inherited her father's love of jewellery.  

She had no brothers or sisters and, sadly, appeared to have lost contact with her relatives in 
France. Apart from the fact that Marcelle's husband, William, was born in 1916, came to 
Belgium in the Second World War as a soldier and came from Wales, there was little else we 
knew except that he had died an early death in 1963. So Marcelle spent many years as a 
widow. Again, she appeared to have had no contact with any of her late husband‟s family in 
the UK, though mention was made of a niece in Wales. 

It was during their married life that Marcelle and her 
husband first got in touch with the Royal British Legion in 
Belgium. She again made contact later in life after her 
husband‟s death. That was how Brenda and I came to visit 
her as part of the branch welfare activities. 

Marcelle had some firm ideas of what she wanted to do 
and where she wanted to be. When we first knew Marcelle 
she lived in her own apartment in Anderlecht with her 
beloved cat. Then, after a spell in hospital, she followed 
the familiar path, via a rehabilitation centre, to two 
homes for the elderly. Though most of the time wishing 
she were back in her apartment, this was not to be. When 
she moved from one residence to another, in July 2016, some of her furniture and ornaments 
were moved to her new home with the help of Ron Aston who is a member of the Welfare 
Committee. 

The last time we visited her, Marcelle's quality of life was not good, but we did not know how 
ill she really was. We realised that her health was deteriorating. The news of her death 
however still came as a shock. She was always telling us to do things while you can. We spent 
a long time trying to persuade her to put her own affairs in order, but it finally appeared that 
our efforts had been in vain. I wish she had taken her own advice. 

Marcelle died on Sunday 23rd July. Unfortunately, she left no legal instructions as to her 
funeral or estate. So her affairs are now in the hands of a notaire who has been appointed by 
the commune. The request she left with the residence she was staying in was to contact 
Brenda and myself. There was no-one else to contact.  

Her rather perfunctory funeral was held at the Vogelzang Cemetery in Anderlecht on 
Wednesday 2nd August. She was buried in a communal grave, zone 12, plot 11. A wooden cross 
with her name, year of birth and death marks the place where she is buried. All arrangements 
were made by the commune. 
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The Brussels Branch was represented at the 
cemetery by Claire Whitfield, Brenda and 
myself who, sadly, were the only mourners. 

Well, dear Marcelle, we have said our 
farewells. Unfortunately, you had no 
children or relatives to share the occasion of 
your funeral. However, as friends from the 
Royal British Legion, we wished you good 
bye in the tradition of the Legion by reading 
the Exhortation. 

We will remember you. 

 
 
 

 

PAUL BOORMAN RESIGNS AS TREASURER OF THE RBL BRUSSELS BRANCH 

by Andrew Fisher 

On 11 October 2003 Paul became a member of the Brussels Branch 
of the RBL. The Branch at that time badly needed a Treasurer and 
the then Chairman Ed Cutting managed to persuade Paul, a qualified 
accountant, to fill the gap, which he did.  

Since then the Branch and the members of the General Committee 
have benefitted from Paul‟s expertise and experience, a total of 
thirteen years. He kept us on the financial straight and narrow year 
in and year out, producing flawless annual accounts and providing us 
with advice and guidance when we needed it.  

His presence on the Committee, his highly qualified guidance and 
ready wit will be much missed and we are all enormously grateful to 
him and wish him all the very best in the future.  

But have no fear! We are happy to announce that Mrs Sally Baxter 
has kindly agreed to take over from Paul as Treasurer and we 
welcome her most warmly and look forward to her presence on our 
Committee. 
 

 

THE FIRST CREAM TEA 

by Colin Puplett 

When the series of Joint Lunches, which had run for several years, came to an end, the 
Welfare Committee had to put on their thinking caps and come up with something different, 
and this time specifically for RBL Branch Members. It was finally agreed to organise an event 
to which all Branch Members would be invited, but with special attention to our senior 
members. 

As a first trial of the idea it was agreed to hold a Cream Tea and the date was set for Monday, 
23 October. Thanks to Ron  Aston‟s  contacts  the venue of St. Anthony's  Church  Hall was  
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arranged and the Stonemanor agreed to provide the scones, clotted cream and jam together 
with a brilliant cake maker. 

 

 

A telltale sign of an enjoyable event was the number of people who asked for more events to 
be organised and the number of people who helped clear up the hall and wash up the dirty 
cups, plates and saucers afterwards. 

So the big question now is what can we put on next? 

RBL BRUSSELS BRANCH MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 2018   

Have you paid your membership fee? 

If not, you can pay directly to your Brussels Branch. Please transfer 22 Euros to the Hon 
Treasurer of the Brussels Branch, Av de Tervuren 262/b6, B-1150 Brussels, IBAN: BE89 2100 
1555 2485 - BIC: GEBABEBB 
 

Jean-Pierre Pede, Membership Secretary, 02 736 31 80, e-mail : jppem.jp@gmail.com 

Kate Andrews, our Branch Events 
organizer, proposed to ask the Military 
Wives‟ Choir of Belgium of which she is a 
member if they could come and serenade 
us. A brilliant idea and an added bonus 
for the Cream Tea! 

Being a first event and one that was to be 
held in a new venue for the Branch, we 
were all a little bit on tenterhooks. The 
members of the Welfare Committee 
publicised the event at the monthly 
Branch Lunch, they organised transport 
for those who needed it and the 
electronic mailing list of the Newsletter 
was used to distribute a poster with 
details of the Cream Tea. 

The result was a very good turnout of 
Members of all ages; the scones and 
cakes were delicious and we consumed 
more jam and clotted cream than was 
good for us. This was all accompanied by 
lots of tea, coffee and the singing by the 
Military Wives‟ Choir. What more could 
you hope for except lots and lots of 
chatter, which of course there was. St 
Anthony's Church Hall provided all the 
facilities we needed and provided a 
delightful and cheerful environment. 

We took advantage of the event to 
celebrate the Birthdays of Fleure and 
Fernand.  

 

mailto:jppem.jp@gmail.com
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2017 POPPY APPEAL 

Our 2016 Poppy Appeal was very successful and we would like to continue its success in 2017 
for our very worthy veterans.  

The Brussels Branch remains extremely grateful for the support that it receives from all 
locations when it comes to its Annual Poppy Appeal. However, the success of the Appeal 
would not be possible without the help and support of all the volunteers who so generously 
give their time to deliver and/or collect the poppies and collecting tins.  

With so many poppy boxes and collecting tins to deliver and collect, a team of people works 
hard to ensure timely delivery for the Remembrance tide period which extends from 26th 
October till 11th November. We are always looking for new volunteers to deliver and/or 
collect – even if you can only manage one or two, this would be a great help. If you would like 
to join our team, please contact Ann Morley at poppy@britishlegion.be or on 0477 758 916. 

For all Poppy locations, please consult Royal British Legion Brussels on Facebook. Thank 
you.  

RBL SEPTEMBER LUNCH (11/09/2017) 

 

Roger Ellis with son Daniel 

François Roberti-Lintermans 

There was a good attendance at the RBL lunch in September. François Robert-Lintermans was 
back in the fold and looking good after a serious operation and long period of convalescence, 
and he wished to thank RBL members for their sympathy and support. Colin Puplett 
congratulated Roger Elllis, aged 99, for his soon to be awarded Légion d‟Honneur (see article 
above) and asked him for the secret of his longevity. “Never tell lies”, answered Roger, with 
a smile. 
 

A reminder that lunches are organised all the year round, on the 2nd Monday of every month, 
from 12:00, at Le St Hubert, Place des Chasseurs Ardennais, 1030 Brussels.  
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A WORD OF THANKS FROM FRANÇOIS 

During the years 2016 and 2017 I had some trouble with my bone structure.  I had to stay in 
several hospitals and revalidation centres, sometimes for a few weeks.   

During these difficult times I appreciated the remarkable sense of friendship of the members 
of the Royal British Legion Brussels Branch. I had the pleasure to receive visits, flowers, books 
and sweets.   

I have to admit that I cannot remember all the friends who visited me as the doctor had to 
give me a huge quantity of drugs in order to reduce the heavy pain.  Due to those painkillers 
my mind was a bit shattered, but I‟m alright now.   

I would therefore like to thank you all for your great spirit of camaraderie and your wonderful 
friendship.  God bless you all. 

François Roberti-Lintermans 

 

Month CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

November  

 

• Fri 10th – 18:00 - British Torch of Remembrance arrives Gare Centrale / 
Service & parade followed by reception in the Town Hall of Brussels 

• Sat 11th – ARMISTICE DAY  –  Veteran‟s Day 

• Sun 12th  - 12:00 – Remembrance Service followed by reception, Holy 
Trinity Church, rue Capitaine Crespel, 1050 Brussels 

• Mon 13th - 12:00 - RBL Lunch, Le Saint-Hubert 

December .    Mon 11th  - 12:00 – RBL Xmas lunch, Le Saint-Hubert  

 

Happy birthday wishes to the 31 branch members who have celebrated their birthdays 

since the previous issue of the Newsletter in July:   
 

Kate Andrews, Maurice Ashcroft, Beryl Ann Barlow-Harris, Michael Brereton, Ivan Brogniez, 

Georges Colpaert, Jacqueline Daugnaix-Whitfield, Michelle Davison, Erich d'Hulster, Andrée 

Ferrant, David Fieldsend, Gaston Francson, Edwin Lefebre, Chantal Moerman, William Moore, 

Viviane Pede, Jean-Pierre Pede, Mireille Picron, Bernard Pire, Freddy Roiseux, Gregory 

Ruthven, Heidi Taylor-Volker, Robert Thonon, Georges Van Hecke, Jill Whitburn, Christopher 

White, Lisa Wingate-Hakin 

Very special congratulations to the branch members who have recently celebrated their 

90+ birthday: Fernand Delcourt, Roger Ellis, Fleure Empringham, Jules Lizen     

With many thanks for their contributions to this October issue to Andrew, Colin, Erich, Jean-
Pierre, Peter, Randle, and Filomena for never allowing the computer to have its own way. 

 
Newsletter contributions gratefully received – please email the NL Coordinator Michael 
Whitburn on mwhitbur@vub.ac.be 

 

 


