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Autumn is back again and with it comes your October issue of the 
RBL Brussels branch Newsletter.  
 
We remember what was happening on the Western Front 100 
years ago in the autumn of 1916: 

The Battle of Verdun, fought from 21 February to 18 December 
1916, was one of the longest and most costly battles in human 
history; 303 days of ferocious fighting; 700,000 casualties. 

The Somme Offensive, fought between 1 July and 18 November 
1916; over 1m casualties and losses; debate continues over the 
necessity and effect of the battle.  

A few miles behind the Front line, in what was left of unoccupied 
Belgium, towns like Veurne (Furnes) were relatively sheltered 
from the turmoil of battle. It was in Veurne that Marie Curie 
(Nobel Prize for Physics and Nobel Prize for Chemistry), 
accompanied by her daughter Irène, operated the first ever X-Ray 
machine – a machine that would save countless soldiers’ lives. 

Rio 2016 ended with a spectacular closing ceremony after 16 days 
of competition, featuring over 11,000 athletes from 206 nations. 
In this issue we recall those most controversial of Summer Games  
held precisely 80 years ago in Berlin. 

Fernand Decourt tells us about his military career in All about 
me. 
Alan Puplett reports on the 72nd D-D Commemorations at 
Ranville, France; Jean Pierre Pede on the 3rd Memorial Day and 
on the ceremonies organised by the city of Brussels and the 
commune of Molenbeek to commemorate the 72nd Anniversary of 
the Liberation of Brussels.  

Plenty to read, then, and quite a few photographs in this 20-page 
October issue. 

Wishing you all the best, 

Michael Whitburn, Newsletter coordinator 
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A couple of months ago, after a short stay in England, we returned home on the last day of 
what, at least in Belgium, is probably the busiest long weekend of the summer: Monday, 
15th August. To avoid predictable chaos on the motorway, we decided to spend the night 
in Veurne (Furnes) and make our way back to Brussels the day after.  

VEURNE (FURNES) 

A small, but charming and interesting place, with an attractive market-square and Town 
Hall in Flemish Renaissance style, a belfry, associations with the painter Delvaux and 
strong historical connections with WW1. 

When Brussels fell into the hands of the German army in August 1914, King Albert I of 
Belgium and the Belgian army retreated to Antwerp. During the decisive weeks before the 
fall of the city, the King resided in his Palace at the Meir. The surrender of Antwerp was 
signed on 9 October 1914. 

From Antwerp, the King travelled to Veurne where he resided in the City Hall from 
October 1914 till January 1915. The building also served as temporary headquarters for 
the Belgian army during the Battle of the Yser in October 1914. Here, the allies discussed 
the plan to flood the land east of the Yser River. By opening the sluice gates at 
Nieuwpoort and deliberately allowing the sea to reclaim a large area of the low-lying land, 
the allies prevented the German army from advancing towards the Channel ports of 
Dunkirk and Calais. 

http://deredactie.be/cm/vrtnieuws/14-18/1.2127408 

In contrast to the nearby towns of Disksmuide and Ieper that were completely destroyed 
during the hostilities and rebuilt as they were before the war, Veurne suffered relatively 
little damage. 

To commemorate the centenary of WW1, a temporary exhibition was being staged in the 
Town Hall of Veurne. The exhibition focused on what was happening in the unoccupied 
north-west part of Belgium, just a few miles behind the front line.  

The exhibition featured a large number of interesting photographs, including this one, of 
King George V, taken during an official visit to King Albert I at Veurne: 
 

 

http://deredactie.be/cm/vrtnieuws/14-18/1.2127408
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This other one shows King Albert I and President Poincarré arriving at the market-square to 
review the troops: 
 

 

MARIE CURIE 

As part of the exhibition, the Town Hall also housed a mobile X-ray unit of the kind that was 
first used and operated by Marie Curie at the battle front in the autumn of 1914. 
 

 
 
 

Marie Curie was a Polish-born physicist and chemist and 
one of the most famous scientists of her time. Together 
with her husband Pierre she investigated radioactivity, 
building on the work of the German physicist Roentgen 
and the French physicist Becquerel. In July 1898, the 
Curies announced the discovery of a new chemical 
element, which they called polonium. At the end of the 
year, they announced the discovery of another element, 
radium. The Curies, along with Becquerel, were 
awarded the Nobel Prize for Physics in 1903. 

Pierre's life was cut short in 1906 when he was knocked 
down and killed by a carriage. Marie took over his 
teaching post, becoming the first woman to teach at the 
Sorbonne, and devoted herself to continuing the work 
that they had begun together. She received a second 
Nobel Prize, for Chemistry, in 1911. 

When war broke out, Marie Curie realised that X-rays 

could save soldiers' lives by helping doctors see bullets, 
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shrapnel, and broken bones. She convinced the government to empower her to set up France's 
first military radiology centres. Newly named Director of the Red Cross Radiology Service, she 
wheedled money and cars out of wealthy acquaintances.  

She convinced automobile body shops to transform the cars into vans, and begged 
manufacturers to do their part for their country by donating equipment. By late October 
1914, the first of 20 radiology vehicles she would equip was ready. French enlisted men would 
soon dub these mobile radiology installations that transported X-ray apparatus to the 
wounded at the battle front, Petites Curies (Little Curies). 

 

Although Curie had lectured about X-rays at the Sorbonne, she had no personal experience 
working with them. So she learned how to drive a car and gave herself cram courses in 
anatomy, in the use of X-ray equipment, and in auto mechanics. As her first radiological 
assistant she chose her daughter Irène, a very mature and scientifically well-versed 17-year-
old. Accompanied by a military doctor, mother and daughter made their first trip to the front 
in the autumn of 1914. 

Heedless of the dangers of over-exposure to X-rays, mother and daughter were inadequately 
shielded from the radiation that helped save countless soldiers' lives. After the war the 
French government recognized Irène's hospital work by awarding her a military medal. No 
such official recognition came to Curie. 

https://www.aip.org/history/exhibits/curie/war1.htm 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/curie_marie.shtml 

EGGEWAARTSKAPELLE, STEENKERKE AND BULSKAMP 

The villages around Veurne bear witness to the terrible events that occurred in two world 
wars in this otherwise quiet corner of Belgium – villages like Eggewaartskapelle, Steenkerke, 
and Bulskamp. 

In the night of 27-28 May 1944, a Lancaster bomber of the 103rd RAF Squadron crashed on land 
owned by the family Degraeve in Eggewaertskapelle. The aircraft was returning from a raid 
on Aachen. A total of 162 bombers had taken part in the operation. Ten planes did not return. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aip.org/history/exhibits/curie/war1.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/curie_marie.shtml
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The crew consisted of six RAF airmen and one member of the Royal Australian Air Force. Six 
of them died in the crash. Three of them are buried behind the church. The only surviving 
crew member was taken prisoner by the Germans. The graves are tended by the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission. 

The Belgian military cemetery of Steenkerke is the final resting place of 534 Belgian soldiers 
killed in action during WW1 (26 of them unidentified). The village was situated behind what in 
1914 was the front line and a hospital unit provided medical care for wounded soldiers due  to 
be evacuated to hospitals further away from the war zone. The soldiers who died before they 
could be evacuated were buried in the cemetery. Thirty British soldiers also lie buried in 
Steenkerke cemetery. They were killed during the final Allied offensive of the war in October 
and November 1918. 
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Steenkerke’s most famous inhabitant is the Flemish painter, sculptor, musician, songwriter 
and singer Willem Vermandere. His paintings, especially, are evocative of the horrors of 
WW1. An exhibition of his paintings and sculptures is held every year in Steenkerke church.     

       

 

A few miles from Steenkerke, in the small cemetery of Bulskamp, thirty British soldiers are 
buried (4 of them unidentified). They were killed in May 1940 while pulling back towards 
Dunkirk.  
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BATTLE OF THE SOMME: SEPTEMBER-NOVEMBER 1916 

One hundred years ago, 160 km down the front line from Veurne, the Battle of the Somme was 
entering its final phase. The British experimented with new techniques in gas warfare, 
machine-gun bombardment and tank–infantry co-operation, as the Germans struggled to 
withstand the preponderance of men and material fielded by the Anglo-French. September 
became the worst month for casualties for the Germans.  

The Battle of the Somme had begun on 1st July, and the first day of the battle was, in terms of 
casualties, also the worst day in the history of the British army, which suffered 57,470 
casualties (see Newsletter April 2016). The battle of the Somme is notable for the importance 
of air power and the first use of the tank – in September, at Flers-Coucelette (see Newsletter 
April 2016).  

British attacks on the Somme front were stopped on 18th November by the weather, and 
military operations by both sides were then mostly - and temporarily - restricted to survival in 
the rain, snow, fog, mud fields, waterlogged trenches and shell-holes. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Somme 

OLYMPIC GAMES, BERLIN, 1936 

Rio 2016 ended with a spectacular closing ceremony, eighty years after those most 
controversial of Summer Games that were held in Berlin in 1936 and whose aim was to 
promote an image of a new, strong, and united Germany while masking the regime’s targeting 
of Jews and Gypsies as well as Germany’s growing militarism. 

 

Olympic stadium 1936 

For the first time in the history of the modern Olympic Games, people in the United States and 
Europe called for a boycott of the Olympics because of what would later become known as 
human rights abuses. Although the movement ultimately failed, it set an important precedent 
for future Olympic boycott campaigns (such as those in 2008 and 2014).  

 
 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Somme
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The 49 nations that finally sent teams to the Games legitimised Hitler’s regime both in the 
eyes of the world and of German domestic audiences. The dazzling spectacle and hospitality 
offered in Berlin impressed visiting athletes and spectators and fuelled the Nazi propaganda 
machine with images of a peaceful and tolerant Germany.  

In April 1933, an "Aryans-only" policy had been instituted in all German athletic organisations. 
Non-Aryans were systematically excluded from German sports facilities and associations.  

As a token gesture to placate international opinion, German authorities allowed the star 
fencer Helene Mayer to represent Germany at the Olympic Games in Berlin. Mayer was 
viewed as a “non-Aryan” because her father was Jewish. She won a silver medal in the 
women's individual fencing event, and like all other German medallists gave the Nazi salute 
on the podium. No other Jewish athlete competed for Germany in the Summer Games.  

In August 1936, the Nazi regime tried to camouflage its racist policies. Most anti-Jewish signs 
were temporarily removed and newspapers toned down their rhetoric in line with directives 
from the Propaganda Ministry headed by Joseph Goebbels.  

The Nazis made elaborate preparations for the August 1–16 Summer Games. A huge sports 
complex was constructed, including a new stadium and state-of-the art Olympic village for 
housing the athletes. Olympic flags and swastikas covered the monuments and houses of 
Berlin.  

On August 1, 1936, the Summer Games were officially opened by Chancellor Adolf Hitler. 
Forty-nine teams from around the world competed in the Berlin Olympics, more than in any 
previous Olympic Games. Germany fielded the largest team with 348 athletes. Next came the 
US team with 312 members, including 18 African Americans. Great Britain participated with 
207 athletes and Belgium with 120. The Soviet Union did not participate. 

German athletes won most medals (89 – 33 Gold), followed by the United States (56 – 24 
Gold). Great Britain came tenth with 14 medals of which 4 were Gold. For the record, 
Belgium won 2 Bronze Medals (for cycling and water-polo). 

 

Jesse Owens. 100 Metres Final. Berlin, 1936 
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The only real slap in the face for the Führer was the success of America’s black track-and-
field athlete Jesse Owens. He won four gold medals and was the star of the Games in the 
world’s eyes – even if Hitler regarded him as inferior because of his colour. Paradoxically, 
Jesse Owens enjoyed more freedom in Nazi Germany than he did in his own segregated 
homeland. 

Today, the 1936 Olympic Village, on the western edge of Berlin, lies forlorn and forgotten. 
During the war, the Olympic complex was used as a hospital. Russian troops used the 
venue as a barracks in 1945.After the war, the Olympic Village was occupied for nearly 50 
years by the Soviet Army. In the 1990s the buildings were left to fall into disrepair, but 
restoration efforts are now being made to build a museum there and homes for Berlin's 
rising population.  

Adapted from: 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/26/Bundesarchiv_B_145_Bild-
P017073,_Berlin,_Olympische_Spiele_im_Olympiastadion.jpg 

https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005680 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/moslive/article-2165435/Adolf-Hitlers-Olympic-
Village-1936-Can-decaying-relic-escape-ghosts-past.html  

ALL ABOUT … ME 

by Fernand Delcourt 

 

Fernand, aged 20, in his Régiment des Guides uniform 

 

When Belgium was invaded in May 1940, I 
was in the Escadron d’Autos-Blindées du 
Corps de Cavalerie (Esc. a.b./C.C.) - the 
Belgian tank squadron. I had joined the 
army in November 1939 and was told I 
would be serving in the 1st Régiment des 
Guides. After a short but intensive period 
of training, I was incorporated in the 
tank squadron.  

The state of preparedness - or should I 
say unpreparedness - of the Belgian army 
was pretty obvious and of course, the 
Belgian authorities were not alone in 
having been taken completely by surprise 
by the German onslaught.  

In 1935, the Belgian Government had 
ordered 25 tank chassis and 25 gun 
turrets from Renault, France. Though the 
turrets were duly supplied in 1936, 
technical reasons were invoked by 
Renault for not delivering the chassis. Of 
the 25 turrets 13 were finally installed on 
the Belgian coast to bolster 
fortifications. 

 
 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/26/Bundesarchiv_B_145_Bild-P017073,_Berlin,_Olympische_Spiele_im_Olympiastadion.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/26/Bundesarchiv_B_145_Bild-P017073,_Berlin,_Olympische_Spiele_im_Olympiastadion.jpg
https://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005680
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/moslive/article-2165435/Adolf-Hitlers-Olympic-Village-1936-Can-decaying-relic-escape-ghosts-past.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/moslive/article-2165435/Adolf-Hitlers-Olympic-Village-1936-Can-decaying-relic-escape-ghosts-past.html
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The Minister of Defence ordered 12 Renault tank chassis of a new, improved model, so that 
the 12 remaining turrets could be mounted on their chassis. 

The first fully operational Belgian tank was tested in August 1937 by the Chasseurs 
Ardennais, who were less than impressed by the performance of the new tank.  

On the political level, many believed that under the terms of Belgian neutrality, Belgium 
could not afford to be seen as openly hostile towards Germany. The tanks were considered 
offensive weapons and were therefore not welcome. The problem was that the chassis had 
already been supplied and paid for, and could not be returned. So the tanks were parked 
and forgotten until General Mobilisation in 1939.  

When Germany invaded, Belgium had a tank squadron of altogether eight tanks divided into 
two sections of four.  The tank crews of the first section belonged to the 1st Régiment des 
Guides, those of the second section to the 2nd Lanciers. 

When all is said, there was very little the Belgian tanks could have done to slow down the 
progress of the enemy. Not only did we have too few vehicles to make any real difference, 
but those we had were thinly spread out among infantry and cavalry divisions. The Belgian 
High Command continued to think of tanks in a purely defensive role. The strategically 
disastrous practice of spreading out instead of concentrating tanks left them at a great 
disadvantage against the Germans, who organised their armour into units that easily 
outnumbered opposing vehicles. 

Of the eight tanks that were lined up initially, four were destroyed by enemy fire, and two 
broke down and had to be abandoned.  Two tanks survived, only to be captured and later 
reused by the enemy. My own tank was hit and destroyed by a German 88mm anti-tank 
artillery gun in circumstances similar to those depicted in an illustration published in the 
German propaganda magazine, Signal.  
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Two crew members were killed, but I somehow managed to escape despite my injuries. I 
finally ended up in hospital - in the south of France, in Montpellier. 

At the beginning of August 1941, I returned to Belgium in a hospital train of the Belgian Red 
Cross, and in October I joined the Secours d’Hiver de la Croix Rouge (Emergency Red Cross 
Assistance).  

In January 1941, I was appointed Secretary to Col. E. Gilbert, former Chef de Cabinet of the 
Minister of Defence. The offices were situated at the Place Royale, in Brussels, opposite the 
building occupied by General von Falkenhaus, Military Governor of Belgium, and every week 
we were treated to a military parade by German troops. 

In July 1942, Col. Gilbert, who had called a secret meeting of high-ranking officers near 
Liège, was arrested as were all other participants. Having been informed by phone, I 
destroyed a number of sensitive documents and managed to escape before the arrival of the 
German police. 

I spent the next two weeks in Orval where I mingled with the Trappist monks, sharing their 
monastic lives, until I was able to leave the Abbey and finally reach the demarcation line, 
and – with the help of the resistance line, Comète – leave France for England, where I 
remained until 1944. 

This article is based on an interview with Fernand Delcourt with additional information from: 

http://www.wardrawings.be/WW2/Files/1-Vehicles/Allies/5-Others/03-Belgium/1-
TrackedVehicles/Files/ABCC.htm 

72ND D-D COMMEMORATIONS  

by Alan Puplett 

Ranville CWGC, Saturday 4th June 
 
I attended the Ceremony jointly organised by the RBL Paris branch and the French Association 
D-Day Overlord to honour the memory of Commonwealth service personnel buried in 
Normandy. The Paris Branch had launched an initiative that involved local students from the 
Lycée Pasteur who were bussed from Paris to the ceremony at Ranville CWGC.  

Following official speeches by the local authorities, the organiser of Association D-Day 
Overlord, the RBL Paris Branch President, delivered a speech - in French.  Accounts of 
wartime experiences by members of the Allied forces and French resistance were read out by 
students – this time in impeccable English. Wreaths were laid by the participants.  

Musée Memorial Pegasus, Sunday 5th June 

Fallen heroes of Normandy. Inauguration of the 2016 Exhibition at the impressive Pegasus 
Bridge Museum. The event was well attended by D-Day veterans, the Local Mayor and 
dignitaries, serving members of the armed forces as well as members of the general public. A 
pipe band played the tribute. A UK police band played to the public after the ceremony. 

Normandy Veterans Commemoration, Arromanches, Sunday 6th June 

D-Day Service is when participants feel closest to D-Day Veterans and when our own passed 
veterans are most vividly remembered. My own thoughts were especially with Harry Shaw, 
MBE, Jack Whittle, Reg Whitburn, MBE, Ken Bowring, Albert Bove, Arthur Empringham, Harry 
More, MBE, Freddy Townsend, OBE, Pierre Campion and other passed members I did not know 
so well. This was when I placed a wreath for them.  

 

http://www.wardrawings.be/WW2/Files/1-Vehicles/Allies/5-Others/03-Belgium/1-TrackedVehicles/Files/ABCC.htm
http://www.wardrawings.be/WW2/Files/1-Vehicles/Allies/5-Others/03-Belgium/1-TrackedVehicles/Files/ABCC.htm
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As every year, the ceremony started with a procession through the town. At its head, a 
number of pipe bands with some 30 players. As always, it is the bagpipes that most stir 
the emotions. Next, the Veterans, proudly marching through the streets, with the crowds 
clapping and cheering as they come into sight. Then came the Standard bearers from the 
different organisations - the Merchant Navy, Surrey Police, UK forces.  

 

Standard Bearers. Look carefully and see if 

you can spot RBL SB Alan Puplett 

Standard bearers regard The Last Post and Reveille, together with The National Anthem 
and La Marseillaise, as the most important moments of the ceremony. It helps if you know 
what is coming next. Unlike the French Standard Bearers, who appeared to be somewhat 
disorganised at this stage, all 12 of us were well aware of the procedure. There was the 
presenting and laying of wreaths by UK Air Cadets. The ceremony ended with the singing 
of Land of Hope and Glory, We'll Meet Again & Auld Lang Syne. The attendance was then 
led out by the bands. 
 

BELGIAN MEMORIAL DAY, 16TH SEPTEMBER 2016 

by Jean-Pierre Pede 

The Belgian Memorial Day was held on Friday 16th September. The Ceremony was first 
organised three years ago on the initiative of "The Belgian National Remembrance 
Committee - Lt Colonel Jean-Pierre Schellekens" to honour the memory of the Soldiers 
and Civilians who died during WWI. 

This year the names of 974 of the 243,700 civilian and military victims killed between 1st 
January and 31st December 1916 were read out.  

 

The RBL was represented by a member 
from the Stoke on Trent Branch, and yours 
truly. Interestingly, the French Standard 
bearers never march with the procession, 
but are already seated near the memorial 
outside the D-Day Museum.  

This year, there was a larger than usual 
number of Veterans at the ceremony. I 
suspect that being able to wear a recently 
awarded Légion d’Honneur probably 
encouraged many of them to attend. One 
veteran I spoke to had his Légion 
d’Honneur pinned under his Service 
Medals. Some wore it around their necks, 
but most of them wore it on the official 
red silk, just above their other medals.  

The Mayor delivered a speech, and a 
widow read the poem "The Veteran". The 
service was conducted, as is customary, 

by the ex- NVA Chaplin Rev. Mandy.  
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Brigadier Andrew Fisher and Ms Veena Mapara 

and German civilian and military war victims of the year 1916 were read out during this 
very special afternoon.  

Ms Veena Mapara and Brigadier Andrew Fisher opened the Ceremony with the reading of 
names of British fallen in the trench warfare. Mrs Bridget Pierson-Davies, Soprano, gave an 
a capella rendition of God save the Queen.  

The names of Canadian victims were then read out by Mr Vincent Charron and Reverend 
Ann Babbs. Mrs Delphine Scelles Hocquard, Soprano, sang O Canada while the names of 
Australian fallen were read out by HE Mark Higgie and Cdr Emma Gaudry. Mrs Bridget 
Pierson-Davies, Soprano, sang Advance, Australia Fair. 

Between the three readings, Mr Jean Louis Vandewinkel, the piper, played different tunes.  
The Exhortation was read by Brigadier Andrew Fisher. 

There followed the enumeration of the names of French, German and Belgian Soldiers killed 
during the battle of the Yser. 

In the interval, flowers and wreaths were laid before the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.  

The names of the Belgian and Congolese Soldiers fallen in the African campaigns were then 
read out, as were those of the Belgian POWs who died in captivity, those of the civil 
deportees and war victims and finally, those of the resistant fighters who were executed. 

The Representative of HRH King Philip rekindled the flame.   

The Golden Book at the Column was signed among other signatories by our President 
Andrew Fisher and Membership Secretary Jean-Pierre Pede. 
 
Photos can be viewed on: 
https://www.facebook.com/felicien.le.magicien?fref=ts and  
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0aBK-X1hjTDUXpBSDVBZDVyQTQ 

 

Participating in the commemoration 
were Médecin General Major, Geert 
Laire, representing HRH King Philip, HE 
Mark Higgie, Ambassador of Australia, 
Mr Geoffroy Coomans de Brachène, 
"Echevin de l'Urbanisme et du 
Patrimoine" of the City of Brussels, Ms 
Veena Mapara (representing the U.K. 
Ambassador), Mr Vincent Charron 
(Counsellor Embassy of Canada / 
Belgium and Luxemburg), Brigadier 
Andrew Fisher (President of TRBL 
Brussels Branch) and many other 
officials.  
The names of Australian, Belgian, 

British, Canadian, Congolese, French 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B0aBK-X1hjTDUXpBSDVBZDVyQTQ
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72ND ANNIVERSARY OF THE LIBERATION OF BRUSSELS 

by Jean-Pierre Pede 

Ceremony organised by the City of Brussels, September 3rd  

The ceremony took place in the presence of Brussels City officials, among whom Marion 
Lemesre and Jean-Marie Amand; Standard Bearer for TRBL Brussels branch was Freddy 
Roiseux; also present were Ethel Pede-Moffatt and Jean-Pierre Pede (both members of 
TRBL Brussels branch). 

The commemoration started at the Colonne du Congrès (rue Royale) with the laying of 
flowers, speeches and the rekindling of the Flame. 

The procession then proceeded to the Rue de la Régence accompanied by a military band; 
flowers were laid before a commemorative plaque to remember the fallen of 3rd-4th 
September 1944. 

The procession marched on towards the Town Hall of Brussels; flowers were laid in the 
reception hall of the building. Jean-Pierre Pede laid a wreath on behalf of TRBL Brussels 
branch. 

The commemoration ended with drinks offered by the City of Brussels in the presence of 
veterans of the Brigade Piron. 

 

Courtyard of Brussels Town Hall. Jean-Pierre Pede, third from the right 

Ceremony organised by the Commune of Molenbeek, September 9th  

On 9th September 2016, Molenbeek- St- Jean commemorated the 72nd anniversary of the 
Liberation of Brussels by the Welsh Guards Armoured Division of Gen. Adair and the 
Brigade Piron. 
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The Ceremony took place in the presence of Mrs Françoise Schepmans (Burgomaster), HE 
Claude-France Arnould (Ambassador of France), Mr. Jean Claude  Meyer (representing the 
GDL Embassy), Mr. Justin Bedford (representing the UK Embassy), Lt Col BEM Alfred 
Vancaster (representing the Belgian Defence Minister).   

The Brussels branch was represented by Andrée Ferrant, Fernand Delcourt, Freddy Roiseux 
(Standard Bearer), Jean-Pierre Pede (Membership Secretary) and Ethel Pede-Moffatt. 

 

Parc des Muses, Molenbeek. L to R: Ethel Pede-Moffat, Fernand Delcourt and Andrée Ferrant  

Following speeches by the local authorities, Jean-Pierre Pede read the Exhortation.   

Flowers and wreaths were then laid by the authorities - Fernand Delcourt assisted by Ethel 
Pede-Moffat and Andrée Ferrant laid a wreath on behalf of the TRBL Brussels Branch.   

The ceremony drew to a close with the laying of flowers by pupils of three local schools and 
with the Last Post followed by one minute silence and the anthems of France, Luxembourg, 
the United Kingdom, the European Hymn and the national anthem of Belgium. A parade by 
Veterans of the Brigade Piron and Belgian armed forces concluded the ceremony. 

Drinks were offered at a small reception organised by the commune of Molenbeek. 

Photos by Félicien Thiry can be seen on facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/felicien.le.magicien?fref=ts 
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FRIENDS OF THE FALLEN - WARNANT CEMETERY 

by Jacqueline Daugnaix-Whitfield 

Every year around November 11th my husband and I visit a different local cemetery where 
British and Commonwealth soldiers and airmen are buried. This year we shall place Poppy 
Crosses on the graves of five Canadian airmen in Warnant cemetery. 

The British Expeditionary Force was involved in the later stages of the defence of Belgium 
following the German invasion in May 1940 and suffered many casualties covering the 
retreat to Dunkirk. Commonwealth forces did not return until September 1944, but in the 
intervening years many airmen died when their planes  were shot down or crashed in raids 
on strategic objectives in Belgium or when returning from missions over Germany. 

Air Marshall Harris launched the “Thousand Plan”, so-called because for every single target 
there would be at least 1,000 bomber aircraft. 

In Warnant local cemetery five Canadian airmen are buried. The crew flew on the first 
1,000 bomber raid on Cologne on May 30th 1942 and the following night on the second raid 
over Essen. The crew stayed on to complete 19 operations altogether. 

On September 2nd 1942, the Vickers Wellington of 419 Squadron set off from Topcliffe for a 
raid on Karlsruhe in Germany. The bomber was attacked by a German fighter plane on its 
return to base and crashed 9 km from Dinant, at Warnant. There were no survivors. 

The crew members were: 

Wing Commander Archibald Phillip/welsh RAF - Pilot 

Flying Officer Harold William Thompson – Navigator 

Pilot Officer Hart Gerald Charles – Air gunner 

Pilot officer Freestone John Handel – Wireless Operator/Air gunner 

Flight sergeant Cassidy Frederik William – Wireless Operator 

11TH NOVEMBER - WHAT DOES ARMISTICE DAY MEAN TO YOU? 

The Friends of the Fallen are members and supporters of the Brussels branch of the Royal 
British Legion. Once a year, on or around Armistice Day, they place Poppy crosses, Star of 
David or non-denominational Poppy sticks on lonely graves of British and Commonwealth 
soldiers and airmen to signify that these young men and women are not forgotten.  

Should you wish to place a Poppy cross or stick on a lonely grave and make your Armistice 
Day more meaningful, you can always contact Jacqueline Daugnaix-Whitfield on mobile 
0470 04 23 55 or email: jachrida49@gmail.com. There is probably a cemetery not far from 
where you live where a lonely soldier or airman is buried. You will find more information 
on: http://www.inmemories.com/index.htm 

Why not become a Friend of the Fallen? 

Crosses and sticks are supplied free of charge for RBL members. For supporters they are 
priced at €2.00.  

If you would like to make a donation to the RBL Poppy Appeal, please mention you wish to 
become a 'Friend' when you contact Jacqueline Daugnaix. 

Also: Why not tell us something about the cemeteries you visit and the soldiers and 
airmen you pay tribute to. We would very much like to know. Thank you. 

 

mailto:jachrida49@gmail.com
http://www.inmemories.com/index.htm
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The RBL Brussels branch wishes to re-iterate its condolences to the family and friends of 
Ferdinand Verheyden. Ferdinand Verheyden passed away on 22nd July at the age of 94. He 
had been a branch member since 2001. 

It was to pay tribute to her grandfather Ferdinand Verheyden that Sabine Bordon wrote 
Sheikh mat - Le Roi est pris. The RBL Brussels Branch was invited to attend the presentation 
of the book at the Belgian Senate. 

Born of an informal conversation between Sabine and her grandfather, Sheikh mat tells the 
story of a young resistance fighter, his mother and a group of friends in a working-class 
neighbourhood of German-occupied Brussels.   

The book is currently available in French on www.publier-un-livre.com at the price of 20 
euros (166 pages). ISBN: 978-2-39017-115-7. A translation in English will be available in the 
near future.  

Further details from sabinebordon@mail.com   

 
 

Month CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

November  

 

• Mon 14th - 12:00 - RBL Lunch, Le Saint-Hubert 

• Sun 6th – 10:45 - British Torch of Remembrance arriving in Brussels opposite 
the Town Hall  

• Wed 9th – 12:00 - Annual Ceremony and wreath laying of the 
Commonwealth-Belgian Joint Committee at the Colonne du Congrès in 
Brussels 

• Fri 11th – ARMISTICE DAY  –  Veteran’s Day 

• Sun 13th  - 12:00 – Remembrance Sunday, Holy Trinity Church, 1050 Brussels 

-  13:15 – Drinks at Holy Trinity in Church Hall 

December Mon 12th  - 12:00 – RBL Xmas lunch, Le Saint-Hubert  

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Brussels International Singers' annual traditional Christmas Carol Concert will be held this 
year at 19:30 on Saturday 10 December at the Brussels Royal Music Conservatoire.  

 
Ticket sales and further details for this enjoyable family event from 
brusselsintsingers@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 

http://www.publier-un-livre.com/
mailto:sabinebordon@mail.com
https://webmail3.ulb.ac.be/webmail.php?&form-type=readmail&TO=brusselsintsingers@gmail.com
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2016 POPPY APPEAL 

Our 2015 Poppy Appeal was very successful and we would like to continue its success in 2016 
for our very worthy veterans.  

The Brussels Branch remains extremely grateful for the support that it receives from all 
locations when it comes to its Annual Poppy Appeal. However, the success of the Appeal 
would not be possible without the help and support of all the volunteers who so generously 
give their time to deliver and/or collect the poppies and collecting tins.  

With 117 poppy boxes and collecting tins to deliver and collect, a team of people works hard 
to ensure timely delivery for the Remembrance tide period which this year extends from 27 
October to 11 November. We are always looking for new volunteers to deliver and/or collect – 
even if you can only manage one or two, this would be a great help. If you would like to join 
our team, please contact Ann Morley at poppy@britishlegion.be or on 0477 758 916. 

Where to buy your Poppy this year: 

All Saints Church, Chaussée de Charleroi 2, 1420 Braine-l’Alleud  
St. Anthony’s Church, Oudstrijderslaan 23, 1950 Kraainem  
St. Andrew’s Church of Scotland, Chaussée de Vleurgat 181, 1050 Brussels  
BEPS International School, Avenue Franklin Roosevelt 23, 1050 Brussels 
British & Commonwealth Women’s Club, Rue au Bois 509, 1150 Woluwé St. Pierre  
British Chamber of Commerce, Bvd. Bishoffsheim 11, 1000 Brussels  
British Embassy and UK Representation, Ave d'Auderghem 10, 1040 Brussels  
British International School, Emile Maxlaan 163, 1030 Brussels  
British School of Brussels, Leuvensesteenweg 19, 3080 Tervuren  
BUFC, Nekker Sports Centre, Mechelen  
Burston Marsteller, Sq de Meeûs 37, 1000 Brussels  
Churchill's, Rue l'Ecuyer 29, 1000 Brussels   
European Parliament, Sq de Meeûs, 1000 Brussels 
Eurostar terminal, Gare du Midi, Ave du Fosny 47b, 1060 Brussels  
Fleischman-Hillard, Sq de Meeûs 35, 4th floor, 1000 Brussels 
FTI Consulting, Avenue Marnix 23, 1000 Brussels  
Hill & Knowlton, Rue Montoyer 51, 1040 Brussels  
Holy Trinity Church, Rue Capitaine Crespel 29, 1050 Brussels  
ISF Waterloo International School, Chaussée de Waterloo 280, 1640 Rhode-Saint-Genèse  
Lycée de Waha, Bvd d'Avroy 96, 4000 Liège  
Marks & Spencer, Avenue de la Toison d'Or 26-28, 1050 Brussels 
Michael Collins, Rue du Bailli 1, 1050 Brussels 
Rolling Pasties, Place Dumon markets (Fridays + Saturdays), 1150 Woluwé St Pierre 
Rolling Pasties, Place Jourdan market on Sundays, 1040 Etterbeek 
Schuman Medical Practice, Boulevard Charlemagne 37, 1000 Brussels  
Six Nations, Rue Grétry 48-50, 1000 Brussels 
Slaughter & May, Sq de Meeûs 40, 1000 Brussels  
St. John’s International School, Drève Richelle 146, 1410 Waterloo 
St. Paul’s British Primary School, Stationstraat 3, 3080 Tervuren  
Sterling Books, Rue Fossé aux Loups 38, 1000 Brussels  
Stonemanor, Steenhofstraat 28, 3078 Everberg 
Stonemanor, Chaussée de Waterloo 41, 1640 Rhode-Saint-Genèse 
Swedish/English Shop, rue Archimède 59, 1000 Brussels  
Trafalgar, Passage Linthout 2-3, 1200 Brussels  
Treasure Trove, Brusselssteenweg 7, 3080 Tervuren  
UK Delegation at NATO, Ave Leopold III, 1110 Brussels  
Waterstone’s, Bvd Adolph Max 71-75, 1000 Brussels  
Welsh Assembly, Rond Point Schumann 11, 1040 Brussels 
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RBL BRUSSELS BRANCH  MEMBERSHIP  RENEWAL 2017   

Royal British Legion membership is due for renewal on 1st October 2016 (and no later than 
28th October). Membership fee is 22.00 euros.  

You can transfer the amount (in euros) to the following TRBL bank account in the UK: 

IBAN: GB91 NWBK 6072 0170 0763 59 - BIC: NWBKG2L  

Remember to mention your membership number in the reference field. 

If you prefer to pay directly to your Brussels Branch, please make your payment to the 
Hon Treasurer of the Brussels Branch, Av de Tervuren 262/b6, B-1150 Brussels, IBAN: 
BE89 2100 1555 2485 - BIC: GEBABEBB 

COTISATION 2017 

Vous pouvez transférer le montant de votre cotisation annuelle (22 euros)  

soit sur le compte UK de la RBL: IBAN: GB91 NWBK 6072 0170 0763 59 - BIC: NWBKG2L 

(ne pas oublier d’inclure votre numéro de membre dans la référence),  

soit sur le compte belge de la RBL : Hon Treasurer of the Brussels Branch, Av de Tervuren 
262/b6, B-1150 Brussels, IBAN: BE89 2100 1555 2485 - BIC: GEBABEBB 

Many thanks for your support. 

Jean-Pierre Pede, Membership Secretary, +322/7363180, e-mail : jppem.jp@gmail.com 

 

mailto:jppem.jp@gmail.com
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Kate Andrews, Beryl Ann Barlow-Harris, Raymond Bove, Michael Brereton, Ivan Brogniez, 

Georges Colpaert, Jacqueline Daugnaix-Whitfield, Michelle Davison, Erich d'Hulster, Andrée 

Ferrant, David Fieldsend, Gaston Francson, Edwin Lefebre, Chantal Moerman, William Moore, 

Viviane Pede, Jean-Pierre Pede, Mireille Picron, Bernard Pire, Adrian Reeve, Freddy Roiseux, 

Gregory Ruthven, Heidi Taylor-Volker, Robert Thonon, Georges Van Hecke, Jill Whitburn, 

Christopher White, Lisa Wingate-Hakin 

 

     
 

 

Fleure Empringham with Brenda Puplett 

 

With many thanks for their contributions to this October issue to Alan, Ann, Fernand, 
Jacqueline, Jean-Pierre and, for her patience and invaluable technical assistance, Filomena. 

 
 
Newsletter contributions gratefully received – please email the NL Coordinator Michael 
Whitburn on mwhitbur@vub.ac.be 

 
 

Happy birthday wishes to the 32 branch members who have celebrated 

their birthdays since the previous issue of the Newsletter in July: 

 
 

Very special congratulations to the branch members who 

have recently celebrated their 90+ birthday: 

Fernand Delcourt, Roger Ellis, Fleure Empringham, Jules Lizen 

 


