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JULY 1918 - almost four years since a commanding, stern-eyed 
Lord Kitchener appeared on the now world -famous recruitment 
poster above the words òWANTS YOU, calling upon òBRITONSó to 
enlist in the British army in the war against the C entral Powers.  

The image is now considered one of the most iconic and enduring 
images of WW1 and an image that inspired imitations in many 
other countries, from the United States to the Soviet Union. Greg 
Ruthven  retraces the history of this very famous po ster and 
considers the impact it may have had  at the time . 

JULY 1918 - four years into war and to the men in the trenches 
there was probably very little to indicate that the fighting would 
be over by Xmas.  

And yet, three days after a German offensive near  the Marne 
River in the Champagne region of France had met with failure, 
Allied forces had launched a major counterattack on July 18, 
1918, ending the Second Battle of the Marne and decisively 
turning the tide toward an Allied Victory.  

JULY 2018. The small Flemish commune of Tervuren, east of 
Brussels, has found an original way of marking the 100 th 
Anniversary of the Armistice by turning the wide open space in 
front of the Kazerne Panquin into a òpeace siteó where a poppy 
installation marks the end of WW1.  

In the 1950s and 60s, the Brussels branch of Toc H  became a very 
active social club for many Belgian-British families . Not only was 
joining Toc H a good way of contributing to a worthy  cause; it was 
also seen by the British expats of the time as a rare opportunity 
to share experience with fellow countrymen. Toc H Brussels 
activities ended in the mid -60s, but a number of Toc H members 
would later join the RBL Brussels branch. Michael Whitburn  
reports.  

The Branch was represented at all major annual 
commemora tions  by recently appointed Branch Chairman Darren 
Bone and other Branch members: in April at the Centenary 
Commemoration of the Zeebrugge raid (Darren Bone  reports);  in 
May at Hotton-La Roche and at Ostend for the Centenary of the 
Ostend raid on 10th May 1918; in June at the British Memorial Day 
in Evere, Brussels (report by Darren Bone ).  
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The summer BBQ event  organised by the Branch in the grounds of St Anthonyõs Church Hall 
in Kraainem was a big success, attracting almost 50 Branch members and friends ð and 
there is talk of organising yet another event in the autumn . Colin Puplett  reports.  

Andrew Fisher , Branch President and for many years acting Branch Chairman, has decided 
to step down. He will be remembered as a dedicated and hard -working Chairman with 
many interests and talents ð including drawing and sketching. Portrait by Colin Puplett .  

Sadly, four members of the Brussels Branch have passed away since the last Newsletter in 
April: Joan Anselot Crawford  on 6th May, Leon Peeters and  Michael Rose on 19th July, 
and on 26th July, Brenda Knight . WE WILL REMEMBER THEM. 

Michael Whitburn , RBL Newsletter Coordinator  

CHAIRMANõS UPDATE 

In the April addition, I wrote a piece to introduce myself as your new Branch Chairman.  I 
also undertook to offer updates in future editions of the Newsletter, so I thought that I 
ought to keep my promise!  

Needless to say that I have experienced a rather a busy first four months in post.  I knew 
that the Royal British Legion and its Brussels Branch were both active organisations, but 
until you immerse yourself in the business it is perhaps hard to appreciate  just how busy 
they are.  

Less than a month after becoming your Chairman, I found myself representing the Branch 
at the Centenary Commemorations of the famous Royal Navy raid on Zeebrugge, which took 
place on St Georgeõs Day, 23 April, 1918. I report on these Commemorations later in this 
issue. 

Since then there have been the Branch services of the Commemoration at Hotton  and La 
Roche, and most recently  at the City of Brussels Cemetery at Evere (see details further in 
this issue).The first two were organised  by the Brussels Branch in association with the local 
Burgomasters, while the latter featured a haunting and uplifting performance by the 
Military Wivesõ Choir Belgium.  Fortunately, we chose a gloriously sunny day for each of 
these events and it was reall y good to see so many people taking part.  

In May, I travelled to Belfast to represent you and the Branch at the Royal British Legion 
Annual Conference.  With this three -day event taking place before I had even spent two 
months in post, it offered me a sup erb opportunity to engage with Directors and Trustees 
of the Legion, as well as officials at both Headquarters and Branch level and, of course, 
many other members from the UK and from Overseas.  It was a most informative and 
productive time, which allowed me to build up a network of contacts.  Focus areas for 
discussion included how to keep the Legion growing, both in terms of membership and 
relevance in the public eye.  The latter is especially relevant as we ð and our host country 
Belgium ð approach the end of a dedicated four -year programme of Remembrance to mark 
the Centenary of the First World War.  

In my first contribution in April I paid tribute to Andrew Fisher  whom I succeeded as 
Chairman.  Recently, Andrew has decided that the time is now right to r etire  as the Branch 
President.  This is sad news, but we all thank him for his sterling efforts over the years and 
wish him and Edith relaxing times ahead .  Colin Puplett  offers a personal note of thanks 
later in this edition.  Separately, Greg Ruthven , who lives outside Belgium but had 
managed the Branch website and offered assistance in graphical design over a number of 
years, has decided to move on to other things. We wish him well.  
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Finally, as this Newsletter went to press, we were saddened to he ar of the deaths of three of 
our members: Leon Peeters , Michael Rose, and Brenda Knight .  They had been members of 
our Branch for five, twelve and twenty two years respectively.  Brenda was one of our oldest 
members at 101.  Regretfully, I had not had the pleasure of meeting them personally, but I 
am very aware that many of you knew them well and that they will all be sadly missed.  Our 
thoughts and prayers are with the families and frien ds at this time.  

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM. 

Commodore Darren Bone Royal Navy , RBL Brussels Branch Chairman 

HISTORY'S MOST FAMOUS POINTING FINGER 

by Greg Ruthven (originally produced for The Artists Rifles)  

 

  Lord Kitchener Poster  

The poster was never put on display in public places and only a handful of original copies 
survive today.  

The iconic drawing is still regularly copied in advertising;  it has also served as a satirical 
motif in the media, inspired recruitment campaigns across the globe and been printe d on T- 
shirts and mugs for a variety of reasons.  

Those four words, "Your Country Wants You", with the finger pointing directly at the reader , 
proved more effective than any other WW1 Poster. They managed to induce patriotism and 
guilt in those yet to enli st by, some would say, employing emotional blackmail.  

The poster was so successful at persuading men to join the British Army that James 
Montgomery Flagg copied the idea when the United States entered the war in 1917.  

Alfred Leete, was born in Northampton on 28th August 1882. He was educated at Kingsholme 
School before leaving at the age of 12 to be an office boy in a surveyor's office in Bristol. He 
then worked as a draughtsman in a furniture company and a lithographer.  

In 1898, at the age of 16, Leete had  his first cartoon accepted by the The Daily Graphic. A 
self-taught artist, his drawings appeared in The Pall Mall Gazette, The Bystander, London 
Opinion and The Sketch. In 1905 Punch Magazine accepted one of Leete's drawings. He then 
decided to become a f ull -time illustrator . As well as drawing cartoons, Leete also had 
success designing posters. 

 

The image of British war minister Lord Kitchener's index finger 
unsettlingly aimed at the viewer remains immediately 
recognisable more than 100 years after its design. But while 
many can identify the image as Lord Kitchener, most would not 
be able to identify the artist.  

Alfred Leete  was the professional illustrator who designed the 
now famous Lord Kichener poster, which first appeared on the 
front cover of the London Opinion magazine on 5 September 
1914. The original cover bore the m essage "Your Country Needs 
You", but The Parliament ary Recruiting Committee rapidly 
obtained permission to slightly change the slogan to òWants 
Youó. 

It is estimated that 5.7 million official war posters were printed 
in the UK from 1914-18 but only, 10,000 copies of Alfred Leete õs 
original poster were made. 
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Alfred Leete  joined the Artists Rifles in WW1 and trained at Hare Hall camp, Gidea Park, 
Essex. 

Leete also drew the illustrations for many books including All the Rumours (1916) and The 
Bosch Book (1916). His highly successful Schmidt the Spy strip for London Opinion was also 
turned into a film in April 1916 by Phoenix Films with Lewis Sydney playing Schm idt.  
Leete produced advertising posters for Bovril, Ronuck Polish, Pratt's Petrol, Hector Powe, 
Connolly Leater, Rowntree's Chocolate and William Younger.  

Alfred Leete died in London on 17th June 1933. While a contemporary of such well -known 
graphic artist s as David Low, 'Fougasse', Heath Robinson and H.M. Bateman, the cartoonist 
Alfred Leete may not be widely known today , but his finger -pointing poster, originally drawn 
for a cover of a long -forgotten penny weekly magazine, will remain one of the most famo us 
posters of all time.  

JULY 1918 

After forces commanded by the German general Erich von Ludendorff fell painfully short of 
their objectives near the city of Reims on July 15, the Allied supreme commander, Ferdinand 
Foch, authorized a major counteroffensiv e. The Allied attack, which began in the early 
morning hours of July 18, 1918, was carried out by 24 divisions of the French army, as well as 
troops from the United States, Britain and Italy, pressing forward in some 350 tanks against 
the German salient.  

Casualties at the Marne were staggering, with Germany losing 168,000 soldiers to death or 
injury, compared with 95,000 for the French, 13,000 for the British and 12,000 for the U.S. 
After the disaster at the Marne, Ludendorff was forced to call off a planne d German offensive 
further north, in the Flanders region stretching between France and Belgium, which he had 
considered as Germanyõs best hope of victory. 

Source: https://www.history.com/this -day-in-history/  

TERVUREN COMMEMORATES THE END OF WW1 

 

 

https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/
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As RBL branches and members the world over organise 
special events and activities to commemorate the 
WW1 centenary, the small Flemish commune of 
Tervuren, east of Brussels, has come up with a truly 
original way of marking the 100 th anniversary of the 
Armistice.  

Since 20th June, the wide open space in fron t of the 
former Royal Cavalry Barracks known as the Kazerne 
Panquin has been turned into a òpeace siteó where a 
poppy installation marks the end of WW1.  

A 100-metre path consisting of two parallel walls of 
stacked tree trunks runs, trench -like, across a f ield 
strewn with natural and enamel poppies, all the way 
from the barracks to the ponds of Tervuren. The ends 
of the trunks are painted to look like poppies, red 
with a black centre, symbolising the countless victims 
of the First World War.  

Visitors are invited to leave messages of peace and 
hope in niches specially built into the walls  

The site can be visited free of charge every day till 
11th November.  

 

Photos Michael Whitburn  
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TOC H 

At the outbreak of World War I ,  Neville Talbot, a senior Church of England chaplain in the 
British Army, sought to recruit chaplains who would minister to the battalions on the front 
lines. One of his recruits was the Reverend Phillip Byard Clayton, who was assigned to the 
East Kent and Bedfordshire regiments. In 1915 Clayton was sent to France and then on to 
the town of Poperinge in Belgium.  

Sitting a few miles back from the trenches around Ypres, Poperinge was a busy transfer 
station where troops on their way to and from the battlefiel ds were billeted. Clayton, 
universally known as "Tubby", was instructed by Neville Talbot to set up some sort of rest 
house for the troops.  

Clayton chose a house that had been temporarily vacated by its owner, a wealthy local 
hop merchant, to use as his base. 

 

The loft, which had previously been used for drying hops, was converted into a chapel and 
became known as òthe Upper Roomó. On the initiative of the soldiers, the chapel was 
furnished with an altar made from a carpenter's bench found in the garden sh ed. 
Candlesticks for the altar were made from bedposts. A portable organ, known as a 'groan -
box', was used for musical accompaniment. Wooden benches were made or acquired from 
damaged churches.  

One of the items of special interest in the Upper Room is the  original wooden cross which 
marked the grave of Lieutenant Gilbert Talbot.  

 

It was named Talbot House in honour of 
Lieutenant Gilbert Talbot (Nevilleõs 
brother) who had been killed earlier in the 
year. Gilbert was killed at Hooge in the 
Ypres Salient on 30th July 1915. He is buried 
in Sanctuary Wood British Military 
Cemetery, Zill ebeke near Ieper.  

Talbot House soon became known by its 
initials TH, and then, in the radio signallersõ 
phonetic alphabet of the day, as Toc Aitch.  

Talbot House became a place where 
soldiers could meet and relax regardless of 
rank. A notice was hung by the  front door 
bearing the message: 

òAll rank abandon, ye who enter here.ó 

In an attempt to make the house more 
homely soldiers quickly acquired all sorts of 
pieces of furniture including a piano.  

Gifts of soft furnishings were donated by 
people in England and books arrived by post 
or were left by soldiers to fill the shelves of 

the library.  
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In spite of the rumble of the guns in the distance, Talbot  House was a quiet and unique place 
behind the British lines where men could spend time relaxing, writing letters and meeting with 
serving friends, brothers and fathers, in what must have felt like a British òhome-from-homeó. 

By 1916 the House had become too small. The first floor of the neighbouring hop store was 
taken over and used for church services attended by large groups. Soon the storehouse, first 
called Church Hall, then Concert Hall, was used for other purposes and activities like lessons, 
lecture s, movies, concerts, debates, and performances by poets and comedians.  

After the war the Toc H movement grew and branches were set up in the UK and other parts of 
the world, including Belgium.  

In 1929 Lord Wakefield of Hythe bought Talbot House for £9,200  and donated it to the 
Talbot  House Association. 

During the Second World War Poperinge was occupied by the German Army from May 1940 till 
6th September 1944. Fearing that the historically valuable items inside Talbot House might be 
at risk, a team of local  people secretly emptied the house, split the collection, finding a hiding 
place for each single painting, book or piece of furniture.  

After Poperinge was liberated in 1944, every single item was brought back to Talbot House.  

Every year, on Tubby Clayton's birthday, the Lamp of Maintenance (the famed Toc H Lamp) is 
lit in the Upper Room at Talbot House for 24 hours. The lighting at Toc H Poperinge is the start 
of a series of lamp lightings in all Toc H branches around the world.  

Sources: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toc_H  

http://www.greatwar.co.uk/ypres -salient/museum -talbot -house-history.htm  

 

In the mid -1990s the doorbell rang at Talbot House. When 
the door was opened there was no -one to be seen in the 
street, but there was a large black plastic bag left on the 
doorstep. On opening the bag it was found to contain 
Gilbert Talbot's original wooden cross. The metal strips 
attached to the cross contained the following details:  

LIEUT. G. W. K. TALBOT 
7/ RIFLE BDE 
30-7-15  

The whereabouts of th e cross up till that moment remain 
unknown, but possibly someone had been keeping it safe for 
all those years. Most of the original crosses were burned 
when they were replaced after the Great War with 
headstones. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toc_H
http://www.greatwar.co.uk/ypres-salient/museum-talbot-house-history.htm
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TOC H Brussels Branch 

by Michael Whitburn  

After WW2, servicemen who had been demobbed and had decided not to return to Britain , 
but to remain in Belgium  for good,  joined one of the Belgian branches of Toc H.   

Not only was joining Toc H seen as a good way of contributing to a worthy cause , supporting 
the sick and the aged, assisting the poor, and generally seeking to alleviate the burden of 
others, it also provided an opportunity for  British expats of the 1950s to share experience 
with their fellow countrymen.  Most of them had married their Belgian sweethearts, and 
though some were still struggling to learn one of the local languages, they were gradually 
beginning to  blend into their  new Belgian famil ies and working environment s. They had 
Belgian employers or had set up their own small businesses. Their children were going to 
local Belgian schools. And Britain was slowly  but surely beginning to recede into the 
background as a place to return to once a year to visit parents and relatives.  

And so it was that the Brussels Branch of Toc H  rapidly  became a very active social club for 
Belgian-British families: Toc H dances were held every month , Rue Crespel, at the Holy 
Trinity Church Hall; there were annual visits to the Menin Gate in Ypres and Talbot House in 
Poperinge; and at one stage , there was even a  Brussels Toc H table tennis team that could 
hold its own in locally organised tournaments.  

    
 
 

 

Above:  Monthly Toc H dance at 
the Rue Crespel in the mid -
1950s: musical chairs, passing 
the parcel or, as here, mixer 
dances or using blow pipes to 
chase ping pong balls across the 
dance floor.  

Left :  Drawing the winning raffle 
tickets. At the front of the  
queue, hands in pockets, a 
mesmerized young Michael. 
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Left: The annual Toc H outing to Ypres and the Menin Gate. Second and third from the left, Claire 
and Stan Whitfield; second from the right Germaine Whitburn; kneeling and pulling his tongue, 
young Michael, second from right.  

Right: Relaxing in the garden at Talbot House. In the middle of the picture, leaning over, Reginald 
Whitburn. Munching an apple, young Michael, far right.  

Toc H Brussels activities ended in the mid -60s, but a number of Toc H members would later 
join the RBL Brussels branch; among them, Claire Whitfield, Kenneth Bowring, and my 
mother and father, Germaine and Reginald Whitburn.   

Later RBL recruits have included Jacqueline Whitfield, George and Lucille Bowring, Michael 
Whitburn and daughter Jill Whitburn, granddaughter of Germaine and Reginald Whitburn.  

CENTENARY COMMEMORATION AT ZEEBRUGGE 

by Darren Bone 

What happened on 23 April  1918? 

Towards the end of 1917, Britain was on the back foot and suffering increasing losses of 
shipping at sea.  Faced with an enemy which could operate U -boats from bases in Flanders 
almost with impunity, a plan for a daring raid was quickly drawn up in the Adm iralty in 
London.  The aim was simple: to block the Bruges Canal at both Zeebrugge and Ostend, and 
so prevent U-boats from gaining access to the English Channel.  At Zeebrugge, this would 
be achieved by scuttling three obsolete cruisers, which had been lad en with concrete.  
Simultaneously, a raiding party comprising the 4 th Battalion of Royal Marines and Royal Navy 
sailors would land from HMS VINDICTIVE and destroy gun emplacements and port 
infrastructure, before withdrawing.   

The raid had been due to take  place on the night of 2 April 2018, but unfavourable winds 
caused the attack to be called off.  It was finally carried out on  St Georgeõs Day, 23 April 
2018 , but yet again a shift in the wind blew the protective smokescreen offshore, leaving 
the attacking  force exposed.  Despite this, the volunteer crews pressed on under withering, 
accurate and sustained fire from the now alerted German defenders.   

HMS VINDICTIVE managed to lay alongside the outer mole to land her raiding party of sailors 
and marines, but  she was much further out than intended and many of those put ashore 
were killed.  Of the block ships, HMS THETIS hit an obstacle and was scuttled earlier than 
planned, beyond the canal entrance.  HM Ships IPHIGENIA and INTREPID were successfully 

 

 


