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JULY 1918 - almost four years since a commanding, stern-eyed 
Lord Kitchener appeared on the now world-famous recruitment 
poster above the words “WANTS YOU, calling upon “BRITONS” to 
enlist in the British army in the war against the Central Powers. 

The image is now considered one of the most iconic and enduring 
images of WW1 and an image that inspired imitations in many 
other countries, from the United States to the Soviet Union. Greg 
Ruthven retraces the history of this very famous poster and 
considers the impact it may have had at the time. 

JULY 1918 - four years into war and to the men in the trenches 
there was probably very little to indicate that the fighting would 
be over by Xmas.  

And yet, three days after a German offensive near the Marne 
River in the Champagne region of France had met with failure, 
Allied forces had launched a major counterattack on July 18, 
1918, ending the Second Battle of the Marne and decisively 
turning the tide toward an Allied Victory. 

JULY 2018. The small Flemish commune of Tervuren, east of 
Brussels, has found an original way of marking the 100th 
Anniversary of the Armistice by turning the wide open space in 
front of the Kazerne Panquin into a “peace site” where a poppy 
installation marks the end of WW1.  

In the 1950s and 60s, the Brussels branch of Toc H became a very 
active social club for many Belgian-British families. Not only was 
joining Toc H a good way of contributing to a worthy cause; it was 
also seen by the British expats of the time as a rare opportunity 
to share experience with fellow countrymen. Toc H Brussels 
activities ended in the mid-60s, but a number of Toc H members 
would later join the RBL Brussels branch. Michael Whitburn 
reports. 

The Branch was represented at all major annual 
commemorations by recently appointed Branch Chairman Darren 
Bone and other Branch members: in April at the Centenary 
Commemoration of the Zeebrugge raid (Darren Bone reports); in 
May at Hotton-La Roche and at Ostend for the Centenary of the 
Ostend raid on 10th May 1918; in June at the British Memorial Day 
in Evere, Brussels (report by Darren Bone). 
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The summer BBQ event organised by the Branch in the grounds of St Anthony’s Church Hall 
in Kraainem was a big success, attracting almost 50 Branch members and friends – and 
there is talk of organising yet another event in the autumn. Colin Puplett reports. 

Andrew Fisher, Branch President and for many years acting Branch Chairman, has decided 
to step down. He will be remembered as a dedicated and hard-working Chairman with 
many interests and talents – including drawing and sketching. Portrait by Colin Puplett. 

Sadly, four members of the Brussels Branch have passed away since the last Newsletter in 
April: Joan Anselot Crawford on 6th May, Leon Peeters and  Michael Rose on 19th July, 
and on 26th July, Brenda Knight. WE WILL REMEMBER THEM. 

Michael Whitburn, RBL Newsletter Coordinator 

CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE 

In the April addition, I wrote a piece to introduce myself as your new Branch Chairman.  I 
also undertook to offer updates in future editions of the Newsletter, so I thought that I 
ought to keep my promise! 

Needless to say that I have experienced a rather a busy first four months in post.  I knew 
that the Royal British Legion and its Brussels Branch were both active organisations, but 
until you immerse yourself in the business it is perhaps hard to appreciate just how busy 
they are.  

Less than a month after becoming your Chairman, I found myself representing the Branch 
at the Centenary Commemorations of the famous Royal Navy raid on Zeebrugge, which took 
place on St George’s Day, 23 April, 1918. I report on these Commemorations later in this 
issue. 

Since then there have been the Branch services of the Commemoration at Hotton and La 
Roche, and most recently at the City of Brussels Cemetery at Evere (see details further in 
this issue).The first two were organised by the Brussels Branch in association with the local 
Burgomasters, while the latter featured a haunting and uplifting performance by the 
Military Wives’ Choir Belgium.  Fortunately, we chose a gloriously sunny day for each of 
these events and it was really good to see so many people taking part.  

In May, I travelled to Belfast to represent you and the Branch at the Royal British Legion 
Annual Conference.  With this three-day event taking place before I had even spent two 
months in post, it offered me a superb opportunity to engage with Directors and Trustees 
of the Legion, as well as officials at both Headquarters and Branch level and, of course, 
many other members from the UK and from Overseas.  It was a most informative and 
productive time, which allowed me to build up a network of contacts.  Focus areas for 
discussion included how to keep the Legion growing, both in terms of membership and 
relevance in the public eye.  The latter is especially relevant as we – and our host country 
Belgium – approach the end of a dedicated four-year programme of Remembrance to mark 
the Centenary of the First World War. 

In my first contribution in April I paid tribute to Andrew Fisher whom I succeeded as 
Chairman.  Recently, Andrew has decided that the time is now right to retire as the Branch 
President.  This is sad news, but we all thank him for his sterling efforts over the years and 
wish him and Edith relaxing times ahead.  Colin Puplett offers a personal note of thanks 
later in this edition.  Separately, Greg Ruthven, who lives outside Belgium but had 
managed the Branch website and offered assistance in graphical design over a number of 
years, has decided to move on to other things. We wish him well. 
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Finally, as this Newsletter went to press, we were saddened to hear of the deaths of three of 
our members: Leon Peeters, Michael Rose, and Brenda Knight.  They had been members of 
our Branch for five, twelve and twenty two years respectively.  Brenda was one of our oldest 
members at 101.  Regretfully, I had not had the pleasure of meeting them personally, but I 
am very aware that many of you knew them well and that they will all be sadly missed.  Our 
thoughts and prayers are with the families and friends at this time. 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM. 

Commodore Darren Bone Royal Navy, RBL Brussels Branch Chairman 

HISTORY'S MOST FAMOUS POINTING FINGER 

by Greg Ruthven (originally produced for The Artists Rifles) 

 

  Lord Kitchener Poster 

The poster was never put on display in public places and only a handful of original copies 
survive today. 

The iconic drawing is still regularly copied in advertising; it has also served as a satirical 
motif in the media, inspired recruitment campaigns across the globe and been printed on T- 
shirts and mugs for a variety of reasons. 

Those four words, "Your Country Wants You", with the finger pointing directly at the reader, 
proved more effective than any other WW1 Poster. They managed to induce patriotism and 
guilt in those yet to enlist by, some would say, employing emotional blackmail. 

The poster was so successful at persuading men to join the British Army that James 
Montgomery Flagg copied the idea when the United States entered the war in 1917. 

Alfred Leete, was born in Northampton on 28th August 1882. He was educated at Kingsholme 
School before leaving at the age of 12 to be an office boy in a surveyor's office in Bristol. He 
then worked as a draughtsman in a furniture company and a lithographer. 

In 1898, at the age of 16, Leete had his first cartoon accepted by the The Daily Graphic. A 
self-taught artist, his drawings appeared in The Pall Mall Gazette, The Bystander, London 
Opinion and The Sketch. In 1905 Punch Magazine accepted one of Leete's drawings. He then 
decided to become a full-time illustrator. As well as drawing cartoons, Leete also had 
success designing posters. 

 

The image of British war minister Lord Kitchener's index finger 
unsettlingly aimed at the viewer remains immediately 
recognisable more than 100 years after its design. But while 
many can identify the image as Lord Kitchener, most would not 
be able to identify the artist. 

Alfred Leete was the professional illustrator who designed the 
now famous Lord Kichener poster, which first appeared on the 
front cover of the London Opinion magazine on 5 September 
1914. The original cover bore the message "Your Country Needs 
You", but The Parliamentary Recruiting Committee rapidly 
obtained permission to slightly change the slogan to “Wants 
You”. 

It is estimated that 5.7 million official war posters were printed 
in the UK from 1914-18 but only, 10,000 copies of Alfred Leete’s 
original poster were made. 
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Alfred Leete joined the Artists Rifles in WW1 and trained at Hare Hall camp, Gidea Park, 
Essex. 

Leete also drew the illustrations for many books including All the Rumours (1916) and The 
Bosch Book (1916). His highly successful Schmidt the Spy strip for London Opinion was also 
turned into a film in April 1916 by Phoenix Films with Lewis Sydney playing Schmidt. 
Leete produced advertising posters for Bovril, Ronuck Polish, Pratt's Petrol, Hector Powe, 
Connolly Leater, Rowntree's Chocolate and William Younger. 

Alfred Leete died in London on 17th June 1933. While a contemporary of such well-known 
graphic artists as David Low, 'Fougasse', Heath Robinson and H.M. Bateman, the cartoonist 
Alfred Leete may not be widely known today, but his finger-pointing poster, originally drawn 
for a cover of a long-forgotten penny weekly magazine, will remain one of the most famous 
posters of all time. 

JULY 1918 

After forces commanded by the German general Erich von Ludendorff fell painfully short of 
their objectives near the city of Reims on July 15, the Allied supreme commander, Ferdinand 
Foch, authorized a major counteroffensive. The Allied attack, which began in the early 
morning hours of July 18, 1918, was carried out by 24 divisions of the French army, as well as 
troops from the United States, Britain and Italy, pressing forward in some 350 tanks against 
the German salient. 

Casualties at the Marne were staggering, with Germany losing 168,000 soldiers to death or 
injury, compared with 95,000 for the French, 13,000 for the British and 12,000 for the U.S. 
After the disaster at the Marne, Ludendorff was forced to call off a planned German offensive 
further north, in the Flanders region stretching between France and Belgium, which he had 
considered as Germany’s best hope of victory. 

Source: https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/ 

TERVUREN COMMEMORATES THE END OF WW1 

 

 

https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/
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As RBL branches and members the world over organise 
special events and activities to commemorate the 
WW1 centenary, the small Flemish commune of 
Tervuren, east of Brussels, has come up with a truly 
original way of marking the 100th anniversary of the 
Armistice.  

Since 20th June, the wide open space in front of the 
former Royal Cavalry Barracks known as the Kazerne 
Panquin has been turned into a “peace site” where a 
poppy installation marks the end of WW1.  

A 100-metre path consisting of two parallel walls of 
stacked tree trunks runs, trench-like, across a field 
strewn with natural and enamel poppies, all the way 
from the barracks to the ponds of Tervuren. The ends 
of the trunks are painted to look like poppies, red 
with a black centre, symbolising the countless victims 
of the First World War. 

Visitors are invited to leave messages of peace and 
hope in niches specially built into the walls 

The site can be visited free of charge every day till 
11th November.  

 

Photos Michael Whitburn 
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TOC H 

At the outbreak of World War I, Neville Talbot, a senior Church of England chaplain in the 
British Army, sought to recruit chaplains who would minister to the battalions on the front 
lines. One of his recruits was the Reverend Phillip Byard Clayton, who was assigned to the 
East Kent and Bedfordshire regiments. In 1915 Clayton was sent to France and then on to 
the town of Poperinge in Belgium. 

Sitting a few miles back from the trenches around Ypres, Poperinge was a busy transfer 
station where troops on their way to and from the battlefields were billeted. Clayton, 
universally known as "Tubby", was instructed by Neville Talbot to set up some sort of rest 
house for the troops. 

Clayton chose a house that had been temporarily vacated by its owner, a wealthy local 
hop merchant, to use as his base. 

 

The loft, which had previously been used for drying hops, was converted into a chapel and 
became known as “the Upper Room”. On the initiative of the soldiers, the chapel was 
furnished with an altar made from a carpenter's bench found in the garden shed. 
Candlesticks for the altar were made from bedposts. A portable organ, known as a 'groan-
box', was used for musical accompaniment. Wooden benches were made or acquired from 
damaged churches.  

One of the items of special interest in the Upper Room is the original wooden cross which 
marked the grave of Lieutenant Gilbert Talbot. 

 

It was named Talbot House in honour of 
Lieutenant Gilbert Talbot (Neville’s 
brother) who had been killed earlier in the 
year. Gilbert was killed at Hooge in the 
Ypres Salient on 30th July 1915. He is buried 
in Sanctuary Wood British Military 
Cemetery, Zillebeke near Ieper. 

Talbot House soon became known by its 
initials TH, and then, in the radio signallers’ 
phonetic alphabet of the day, as Toc Aitch. 

Talbot House became a place where 
soldiers could meet and relax regardless of 
rank. A notice was hung by the front door 
bearing the message: 

“All rank abandon, ye who enter here.” 

In an attempt to make the house more 
homely soldiers quickly acquired all sorts of 
pieces of furniture including a piano.  

Gifts of soft furnishings were donated by 
people in England and books arrived by post 
or were left by soldiers to fill the shelves of 

the library.  



 

THE WIPERS TIMES JULY 2018 

 

 

Page 7 
  

 

In spite of the rumble of the guns in the distance, Talbot House was a quiet and unique place 
behind the British lines where men could spend time relaxing, writing letters and meeting with 
serving friends, brothers and fathers, in what must have felt like a British “home-from-home”. 

By 1916 the House had become too small. The first floor of the neighbouring hop store was 
taken over and used for church services attended by large groups. Soon the storehouse, first 
called Church Hall, then Concert Hall, was used for other purposes and activities like lessons, 
lectures, movies, concerts, debates, and performances by poets and comedians.  

After the war the Toc H movement grew and branches were set up in the UK and other parts of 
the world, including Belgium. 

In 1929 Lord Wakefield of Hythe bought Talbot House for £9,200 and donated it to the 
Talbot House Association. 

During the Second World War Poperinge was occupied by the German Army from May 1940 till 
6th September 1944. Fearing that the historically valuable items inside Talbot House might be 
at risk, a team of local people secretly emptied the house, split the collection, finding a hiding 
place for each single painting, book or piece of furniture. 

After Poperinge was liberated in 1944, every single item was brought back to Talbot House. 

Every year, on Tubby Clayton's birthday, the Lamp of Maintenance (the famed Toc H Lamp) is 
lit in the Upper Room at Talbot House for 24 hours. The lighting at Toc H Poperinge is the start 
of a series of lamp lightings in all Toc H branches around the world. 

Sources: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toc_H 

http://www.greatwar.co.uk/ypres-salient/museum-talbot-house-history.htm 

 

In the mid-1990s the doorbell rang at Talbot House. When 
the door was opened there was no-one to be seen in the 
street, but there was a large black plastic bag left on the 
doorstep. On opening the bag it was found to contain 
Gilbert Talbot's original wooden cross. The metal strips 
attached to the cross contained the following details: 

LIEUT. G. W. K. TALBOT 
7/ RIFLE BDE 
30-7-15  

The whereabouts of the cross up till that moment remain 
unknown, but possibly someone had been keeping it safe for 
all those years. Most of the original crosses were burned 
when they were replaced after the Great War with 
headstones. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toc_H
http://www.greatwar.co.uk/ypres-salient/museum-talbot-house-history.htm
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TOC H Brussels Branch 

by Michael Whitburn 

After WW2, servicemen who had been demobbed and had decided not to return to Britain, 
but to remain in Belgium for good, joined one of the Belgian branches of Toc H.   

Not only was joining Toc H seen as a good way of contributing to a worthy cause, supporting 
the sick and the aged, assisting the poor, and generally seeking to alleviate the burden of 
others, it also provided an opportunity for British expats of the 1950s to share experience 
with their fellow countrymen.  Most of them had married their Belgian sweethearts, and 
though some were still struggling to learn one of the local languages, they were gradually 
beginning to blend into their new Belgian families and working environments. They had 
Belgian employers or had set up their own small businesses. Their children were going to 
local Belgian schools. And Britain was slowly but surely beginning to recede into the 
background as a place to return to once a year to visit parents and relatives. 

And so it was that the Brussels Branch of Toc H rapidly became a very active social club for 
Belgian-British families: Toc H dances were held every month, Rue Crespel, at the Holy 
Trinity Church Hall; there were annual visits to the Menin Gate in Ypres and Talbot House in 
Poperinge; and at one stage, there was even a Brussels Toc H table tennis team that could 
hold its own in locally organised tournaments. 

    
 
 

 

Above: Monthly Toc H dance at 
the Rue Crespel in the mid-
1950s: musical chairs, passing 
the parcel or, as here, mixer 
dances or using blow pipes to 
chase ping pong balls across the 
dance floor.  

Left: Drawing the winning raffle 
tickets. At the front of the 
queue, hands in pockets, a 
mesmerized young Michael. 
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Left: The annual Toc H outing to Ypres and the Menin Gate. Second and third from the left, Claire 
and Stan Whitfield; second from the right Germaine Whitburn; kneeling and pulling his tongue, 
young Michael, second from right. 

Right: Relaxing in the garden at Talbot House. In the middle of the picture, leaning over, Reginald 
Whitburn. Munching an apple, young Michael, far right. 

Toc H Brussels activities ended in the mid-60s, but a number of Toc H members would later 
join the RBL Brussels branch; among them, Claire Whitfield, Kenneth Bowring, and my 
mother and father, Germaine and Reginald Whitburn.   

Later RBL recruits have included Jacqueline Whitfield, George and Lucille Bowring, Michael 
Whitburn and daughter Jill Whitburn, granddaughter of Germaine and Reginald Whitburn. 

CENTENARY COMMEMORATION AT ZEEBRUGGE 

by Darren Bone 

What happened on 23 April 1918? 

Towards the end of 1917, Britain was on the back foot and suffering increasing losses of 
shipping at sea.  Faced with an enemy which could operate U-boats from bases in Flanders 
almost with impunity, a plan for a daring raid was quickly drawn up in the Admiralty in 
London.  The aim was simple: to block the Bruges Canal at both Zeebrugge and Ostend, and 
so prevent U-boats from gaining access to the English Channel.  At Zeebrugge, this would 
be achieved by scuttling three obsolete cruisers, which had been laden with concrete.  
Simultaneously, a raiding party comprising the 4th Battalion of Royal Marines and Royal Navy 
sailors would land from HMS VINDICTIVE and destroy gun emplacements and port 
infrastructure, before withdrawing.   

The raid had been due to take place on the night of 2 April 2018, but unfavourable winds 
caused the attack to be called off.  It was finally carried out on St George’s Day, 23 April 
2018, but yet again a shift in the wind blew the protective smokescreen offshore, leaving 
the attacking force exposed.  Despite this, the volunteer crews pressed on under withering, 
accurate and sustained fire from the now alerted German defenders.   

HMS VINDICTIVE managed to lay alongside the outer mole to land her raiding party of sailors 
and marines, but she was much further out than intended and many of those put ashore 
were killed.  Of the block ships, HMS THETIS hit an obstacle and was scuttled earlier than 
planned, beyond the canal entrance.  HM Ships IPHIGENIA and INTREPID were successfully 
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scuttled across the entrance, but in reality German engineers merely dredged a channel 
around them, rendering the canal serviceable again in only a few days.  In terms of losses, 
the Royal Navy lost nearly 600 men (dead and wounded), compared to only 24 on the German 
side. 

HMS VINDICTIVE made it back to Britain and only two weeks later, on 9 May 1918, conducted 
a second raid on Ostend (the first had been carried on 23 April simultaneously with the raid 
on Zeebrugge but had not gone to plan).  Perversely, this time unexpected sea fog hampered 
navigation during the approach and led to the ship being scuttled in a far from ideal position.  
Despite the losses and questionable gains, both raids demonstrated remarkable courage, 
spirit, teamwork and daring in those who took part.  Indeed, the award of eight Victoria 
Crosses (VCs) at Zeebrugge and a further three at Ostend stands as testament to the fact.   

   

   

With this history, it was no surprise that the Centenary Commemoration attracted so much 
attention.  Her Majesty The Queen was represented by Her Royal Highness The Princess 
Royal.  Also present were regional politicians and hundreds of local people, as well as the 
ship’s company of HMS SOMERSET, the Band of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines Scotland, a 
German army band from Hanover and a contingent from the Belgian Navy.   

Two things stood out in a memorable and moving parade.  The first was the screening of the 
film taken by the Royal Navy at the time and showing preparations for the raid and its 
aftermath, while later Pathé newsreels picked out the rather bemused looks on the faces of 
young VC winners after their Investiture at Buckingham Palace. The second was the simple 
but touching moment of reconciliation when the two military bands played the National 
Anthem of the other. I was honoured to be on parade in uniform and to lay a wreath on 
behalf of the Brussels Branch. 

 

British blockships HMS THETIS, HMS 
INTREPID and HMS IPHIGENIA in the 
mouth of the Bruges Canal at Zeebrugge. 

© IWM (Q 49164)  

The bow of HMS Vindictive has been 
preserved as a memorial to the men 
who took part in the raids by British 
Naval and Marine Forces on Zeebrugge 
in April and Ostend in May 1918. 
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ANNUAL COMMEMORATIONS AT HOTTON AND LA ROCHE 

The British in the Battle of the Bulge 

The Battle of the Ardennes, or Von Rundstedt Offensive, began at 5.30 am, on 16th  
December 1944. 

Some 55,000 British Army troops, including the 1st Canadian Parachute Battalion, 
participated in the Battle. 

The general counter-offensive began in terrible weather conditions on 3rd January 1945. 

On 4th January, the 53rd Welsh Division, supported by the tanks of the 1st Northhamptonshire 
Yeomanry Regiment and 144th R.A.C. Regiment, launched its attack between Marche-en-
Famenne and Hotton. On 8th January, the 51st Highland Division relieved the exhausted 
Welsh units. 

On 11th January, the 1st Black Watch Battalion entered the town of La Roche-en-Ardenne. 
The following day, a reconnaissance unit of the 84th US Infantry Division entered the town 
and linked up with the Scottish troops. 

By 28th January, the Germans had been pushed back beyond the Siegfried Line. This marked 
not only the end of the Battle of the Bulge; it also signified the end of German occupation. 

The Commonwealth War Cemetery at Hotton contains 666 Commonwealth burials of the 
Second World War, 21 of them unidentified. 

Source: The British in the Battle of the Ardennes, Office de Promotion du Tourisme 
Wallonie-Bruxelles 

Sunday 6th may – 73rd anniversary of the battle of the bulge –  
Act of Remembrance at Hotton-sur-Ourthe and La Roche-en-Ardenne 

The commemorations were very successful, building as they did on the success of previous 
years. The weather was superb, which helped draw out local townspeople as well as Belgian 
and Commonwealth representatives. The RBL Brussels Branch representation was also 
strong. The church service was conducted by the Parish Priest, Mr Herman Kusola, seconded 
by Reverend Canon John Wilkinson. 

        

Left : Notre Dame des Constellations : reading by Jean-Pierre Pede. Right : Hotton cemetery: 
sheltering from the blazing sun. 
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Left: Hotton cemetery. François Roberti-Lintermans and Branch Chairman Darren Bone. 

Right: Brigadier Andrew Fisher, Branch President, and Commodore Darren Bone, Branch Chairman. 

ACT OF REMEMBRANCE AT BRUSSELS CEMETERY, EVERE 

by Darren Bone 

 

 

 

  
  

The weather for our event at Evere was perfect: just as sunny as in Hotton, but less 
oppressive. 

What is striking about the Evere cemetery is how immaculate it all looks, even when 
judged by the high standards of the CWGC. The rose bushes around the graves were in 
bloom and everything looked calm and beautiful. 

The Military Wives’ Choir Belgium certainly added to the occasion with some beautiful 
singing during the wreath laying. Jean-Pierre Pede read out some of the names and John 
McCrae’s Flanders Fields before the Last Post. The choir then picked up on the poem’s 
stanzas in the lyrics of “Poppy Red”. The National Anthem in four-part harmony was also 
striking. 

Over 50 people attended the event.  Amongst them were some UK Service personnel, one 
of whom laid a wreath on behalf of all HM Armed Forces personnel currently serving in 
Belgium.   

I also had the pleasure of meeting old (new) friends and making some new acquaintances, 
including Claire Whitfield, mother of Jacqueline. 
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Top : Attending the ceremony: 
Branch Chairman Darren Bone, 
Jack Van Sprang, Andrée Ferrant, 
and Erich d’Hulster. 

Left: The Military Wives’ Choir 

Bottom: Reverend Canon John 
Wilkinson and Chairman Darren 

Bone 
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  Press release 

LONGHOPE RBL UNDERTAKES A CHALLENGING CYCLE OF REMEMBRANCE 
TO MONS, BELGIUM 

To recognise the centenary year of the end of World War 1 and to say Thank You for all 
their generation did for us, Longhope and District Branch of the Royal British Legion is 
undertaking a challenging cycle of remembrance, visiting three countries and several 
significant landmarks on their way.    

The team will start on Friday 27 July; five volunteers from the Longhope, Mayhill and 
Huntley area will join two colleagues from Scotland at the starting point in the Royal 
British Legion Village at Aylesford in Kent. The cycle begins by taking the team across the 
South Downs to Dover to catch a late afternoon ferry to Calais and a welcome campsite 
for the night. 

Fiona Greaves, event organiser, said: “This is a fitting and poignant way to commemorate 
one hundred years since the end of this terrible war, to promote Remembrance and raise 
vital funds for the Royal British Legion’s work providing support through life to anyone 
who is currently serving in the British Armed Forces, veterans, and their families.”  

Fiona, who worked as a physiotherapist for the MOD for 12 years, saw first-hand the 
effect of recent conflicts on our Service Personnel. Fiona’s husband also served for 25 
years and is part of the group undertaking the challenge.  For Fiona, her driving force 
behind this cycle ride is her Great Grandfather, George Allan who was with the 
Cameronians (Scottish Rifles) on the first day of the 3rd battle of Ypres.  He was wounded 
on 31 July and processed through a field clearance station. He was triaged as being well 
enough to live with medical care and rehab, but bad enough to go home and was 
transferred to a field hospital in Wimereux, near Bolougne. He thought he was going 
home to his wife and 4 children, but died of infections to a foot wound on 7 August 1917 
and never saw any of his family again.  He is buried in the Wimereux Communal 
cemetery, where John Mac Crae also lies.  

Fiona feels very fortunate to have been at the Passchendaele 100 commemorations last 
year held at Tyne Cot. Fiona and her husband cycled from Calais to Wimereux to be at 
Goerge Allan’s grave on the centenary of his death. As the sun went down, they toasted 
him with a dram and sprinkled poppy petals on his grave and the graves of those around 
him who had also died on that day, 100 years before.  Ypres will form an important part 
of their journey during this challenge.   

During the second day the team will ride through Northern France into Belgium, visiting 
Ypres and The Menin Gate where a wreath will be laid to commemorate the many known 
and unknown soldiers who gave their lives in WW1.  Later that day the team will ride on 
to their evening campsite further south in Belgium. 

The final day of the journey will take the team to their final destination in the cemetery 
at the town of Mons, Belgium. This is believed to be the final resting place of the first 
and last allied soldiers killed in World War 1. 

The team will cycle just under 200 miles over the 3-day trip. 

The Forest of Dean team members are Fiona and Robert Greaves, from Little London, Bill 
Reay from Longhope, Adrian Eggleton of Huntley and Alice Lowe from Mayhill. Graham 
Ingram (Fiona’s Uncle) and Jim McConnell are the two Scottish team members, based in 
Crieff, Perthshire. Former Royal Engineer, Norman Sparks, is driving the support vehicle.   
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                                  Left to right: Alice Lowe, Bill Reay, Adrian Eggleton,  
                                  Robert Greaves, Fiona Greaves. 

“We are a mix of experienced cyclists and relative newcomers to the sport, but none of us 
have done anything like this previously. We have chosen our own route and will be 
camping in different campsites each night. I think the challenge is going to be cycling long 
distances for three consecutive days.” Fiona Greaves.  

All donations will go directly to the Poppy Appeal, as the costs associated with the 
challenge are being met personally by the team members and through sponsorship from 
local businesses: Mr Bennett of Vantage Point Business Village, Mr Bernard of Nextec and 
Forest Physiotherapy, all located in Mitcheldean, are providing financial support. 

Donations to this worthy cause can be made by visiting the team’s Just Giving page at 
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/mons2018 .   

You can follow the team on facebook at www.facebook.com>monscycle 

ANDREW FISHER RETIRES AS BRANCH PRESIDENT 

by Colin Puplett, photos by Jean-Pierre Pede 

Many of you will have been saddened to learn that Andrew Fisher will be stepping down as 
the Brussels Branch President. He will however continue to be a member of the Branch, so 
we hope we will continue to see Andrew and his wife Edith at future TRBL events. 

Andrew joined the Branch as President some fifteen years ago. These last few years, 
Andrew played a crucial role as acting Chairman after the resignation of Ed Cutting. 

Andrew brought much to Branch General Committee meetings and actively participated in 
many remembrance events. He also insisted on there being a detailed annual programme 
of events and meetings. 

Andrew will be remembered for his comradeship and team spirit, for his sense of humour 
and for ensuring that the members of the Branch Committee were aware of their 
particular duties and responsibilities. Andrew never shirked from addressing awkward 
questions such as what to do to counter the falling Branch membership, how to ensure the 
survival of the Branch or how social media can be used to this effect. He was always 
prepared to discuss face to face with TRBL HQ whenever there was a feeling among 
Committee members that changing the rules or the procedures could adversely affect the  
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Belgium Memorial Day, September 2016 

 
Mol, September 2014 

   
Evere, 2014 

 

Branch, and he never tired of impressing upon 
TRBL HQ that RBL operating conditions 
Overseas are very different from what they 
may be in the UK . 

Andrew actively supported and personally 
participated in Branch remembrance events 
such as Evere and Hotton. He regularly 
participated in the annual Belgium Memorial 
Day held in Brussels and took part in the WW1 
Remembrance ceremony organised at the Arc 
de Triomphe in Paris together with the Paris 
Branch of TRBL. He also represented the 
Legion at Fort D'Aubin at Neufchâteau, near  
Liège, and on  many other occasions. 

Andrew is also an enthusiastic historian who in 
recent years was happy to guide a group of 
Branch members around the battlefield of 
Waterloo and the Waterloo Museum. He is also 
an accomplished cartoonist and a number of 
his cartoons have appeared in the Branch 
Newsletter.   

On behalf of all RBL Brussels Branch members, 
allow me to express our heart-felt gratitude 
for all that you have done for the Branch. We 
all wish you a happy and healthy retirement 
and hope we shall continue to see you at 
Branch events in the future.  

 
La Roche, 2009 
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BRANCH BBQ 9th JULY 2018 

by Colin Puplett 

The thought of juicy tender meat, potatoes baked in their jackets, succulent vegetable 
brochettes coupled with a few glasses of wine or fruit juice was all it took to entice nearly 
fifty branch members and friends to attend the Branch BBQ held on Monday 9th July in the 
beautiful gardens of Saint Anthony's Church Hall, Kraainem. 

The weather was simply perfect for the event, and our chef de cuisine, George Bowring, 
worked flat out at the barbecue grill to cater to the needs of the hungry group of 
participants.  

                      
 

                      

     All hands on deck with Colin Puplett, George Bowring, Denise Moore and Lucille Bowring 
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The second Monday of each month is usually reserved for the Branch Lunch at the Saint 
Hubert in Brussels. The Welfare Committee however thought that a summer BBQ event 
would make a welcome change. Committee members spared no effort to ensure its success 
and worked pretty hard before, during and after the event.  Many thanks to all of them.  

And thank you, Joan and Fleur, for your kind mails of support and encouragement: 

 Hello George, 

Hope you’re able to get some rest today after putting in such a huge effort in organizing 
our wonderful BBQ yesterday.  It was a smashing success!  Everything was so very well 
organized.  It was a truly enjoyable afternoon in a spacious, comfortable venue. As well as 
that, you even arranged to have warm sunny weather!  Those who wished to sit in the 
shade and those who preferred the sun found exactly the seating they needed. I think that 
you, and those who assisted you, really made a great job of it.  

What a great selection of food we had to choose from: beautiful beef, lovely lamb, 
chicken, roast potatoes, vegetable kebabs and a wide variety of accompanying salads and 
other dishes – especially a marvelous savoury egg dish prepared by Denise!  All this was 
followed by a fresh fruit salad with cream and a delicious dessert choice of several 
scrumptious cakes.  We also had a nice choice of wines, beer and water.  

We really were spoiled by you, George, and I would like to thank you very much for making 
this event such a success.  My thanks go too to all those who helped you – Colin, Brenda, 
Lucille, Rosemary, Denise, Michael, Steve and others who also lent a hand.  I bet everyone 
feels this is a super event we’d love to see the RBL schedule again in the future.  

Kind regards and many thanks, Joan Murray 

 Hello you lucky members of the RBL, 

I have just read Joan's message about the BBQ and I fully agree with Joan. Congratulations 
to the organisers and helping hands. 

It all means a lot of work but so rewarding when recognised and appreciated. How I wish I 
could have participated!  Fleur Empringham 

 

 

A big vote of thanks was also given to Margaret 
Lysak who provided excellent entertainment and 
encouraged everyone to join in a jolly sing-song. The 
BBQ event was suitably rounded off with a good 
selection of cakes, fruit salad and cream.  

The BBQ was the third in a series of events organised 
by the Welfare Committee, the first two being the 
popular Cream Teas. A third Cream Tea is currently 
being planned for the autumn. These events are a 
good opportunity for Branch members to get 
together. They may also, hopefully, provide a 
chance for non-members to get to know the Branch 
and possibly encourage them to become Branch 
Members. Members are of course invited to promote 
the Branch among their friends and acquaintances in 
order to increase Branch membership. 
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CONDOLENCES FROM THE RBL BRUSSELS BRANCH  

The Brussels Branch wishes to express its heartfelt condolences to the family and friends of 
recently departed Joan Anselot Crawford, Leon Peeters, Michael Rose and Brenda Knight. 
 
Mrs Joan Anselot Crawford passed away on 6th May 2018.  She was born on 28th April 1924. 

Mr Leon Peeters passed away on 19th July 2018. He was born on 23rd July 1945. 

Mr Michael Rose passed away on 19th July 2018. He was born on 17th May 1942. 

Mrs Brenda Knight passed away on 26th July 2018. She was born on 27th January 1917. 

WE WILL REMEMBER HER  

 

MICHAEL ROSE, THE FAREWELLS 

The message from Michael's wife, Siodhbhra, from their home in Béziers, France was short 
and stark: "Sad News. Michael died this morning. He was very ill and his lungs could not 
battle anymore." The sad news brought numerous responses of sympathy, reflection and 
regret at his death. 

The following eulogies to Michael Rose  from Erich and Brigitte d'Hulster and Andrée 
Ferrant reflect the feelings, we are sure, of all the Branch members who had the privilege 
of knowing him. 

    

         Michael Rose at Hotton  in 2009                             and at the Rustiques in 2012 
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Michael and I were very close friends. We were also comrades-in-arms when we were sent 
out to Rwanda-Burundi during our military service in the Para-Commandos to enforce law 
and order and ensure the protection of the civilians during the independence crisis.  

Michael was also a member of our association “Friends of the Commandos-Parachutists 
Brussels”.   

He was a fighter and loved whatever he did. He was an intelligent, courteous, meticulous 
person, with a great sense of fun. He loved telling stories related to history, travelling, 
culture and always enjoyed inviting friends at home.   

Michael most certainly had an innate sense of the civil and military protocol.  He spent 
hours polishing up his speeches. He had a real passion for boats and sailing.  He loved his 
friends, his son, and above all his wife.  He was a very special person and the way he 
smiled through his moustache had become a bit of a legend. Michael was a man of his 
word who was keen to defend the honour of his country and the origins of his family. 

He will always remain in our hearts. 

To me it feels as though you have just departed on an expedition like those we 
experienced such a long time ago in the past. I trust, wherever you find yourself now, that 
you will see to it that everything is in good order. Our adventure together will continue. 
Death is part of life and friends remain united for ever. 

Erich and Brigitte d'Hulster. 

 
Michael was a faithful friend whom I first met during my career at the British Embassy. 
The name of “Commodore Rose” often used to appear on the Ambassador's guest lists as 
the company of Michael was always appreciated. Michael was genuinely interested in 
meeting people; always happy to share a drink with friends and organise commemorations 
to perfection.   

Michael was also a man of the sea, a passionate sailor who loved to participate in 
regattas.  

But his family came always first: his dear wife Siodhbhra and their son Gordon to whom he 
was devoted.  

When I joined the RBL Brussels Branch in May 2009, Michael became my “mentor” and 
showed a great deal of patience in teaching me how to carry out my tasks. At the time, he 
called me very regularly as he much preferred phone conversations to emails.   

Between 2005 and 2011, Michael was Membership secretary, Vice-Chairman and standard 
bearer for the Brussels Branch. He was awarded the RBL Golden Badge for services 
rendered to the Branch for over 30 years.   

We are all very grateful to Michael for serving the RBL for so long and we will always 
remember his kindness, his humour, his smile and his positive attitude to life.  Our 
sympathy and heartfelt condolences go to his wife Siodhbhra and his son Gordon. They 
were the pillars of Michael’s life.  

We will remember him. 

Andrée Ferrant 
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ONE OF THE MOST SENIOR MEMBERS OF OUR BRANCH HAS DIED 

by Brenda Puplett 

Brenda Knight passed away on 26th July at the age of 101. 

Brenda had been a member of the Women’s Auxiliary Royal Air Force during World War 
Two. 

Although she had lived in many parts of the world, she always remained very proud of her 
British roots. 

 
                       Colin Puplett presents Brenda with a very special birthday telegram 

 

Brenda celebrates her 101st birthday with son Michel 
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At the end of January 2017, Brenda Knight had celebrated her centenary with family and 
friends. The Burgomaster of Anderlecht had congratulated her and she had received a 
signed photo from the King and Queen of the Belgians. On behalf the RBL Brussels Branch, 
Colin Puplett had presented her with a very special birthday telegram from Buckingham 
Palace: a message signed by HM and a photograph of the HM The Queen set in an 
attractive frame.  

The April 2017 issue of the Newsletter carried an article about Brenda Knight on the 
occasion of her 100th birthday. 

Many members will remember Brenda from her lunch-time visits to the Rustiques. 

Details of her funeral will be circulated as soon as they have been received. 

WE WILL REMEMBER HER. 

FRIENDS OF THE FALLEN 

The Friends of the Fallen are members and supporters of the Brussels branch of the Royal 
British Legion. Once a year, on or around Armistice Day, they place Poppy crosses, Star of 
David or non-denominational Poppy sticks on lonely graves of British and Commonwealth 
soldiers and airmen to signify that these young men and women are not forgotten.  

 
                       Lonely graves at Tervuren cemetery (photo Michael Whitburn) 

Should you wish to place a Poppy cross or stick on a lonely grave and make your Armistice 
Day more meaningful, you can always contact Jacqueline Daugnaix-Whitfield on mobile 
0470 04 23 55 or email: jachrida49@gmail.com. There is probably a cemetery not far from 
where you live where a lonely soldier or airman is buried. You will find more information 
on: http://www.inmemories.com/index.htm 

Why not become a Friend of the Fallen? 

Crosses and sticks are supplied free of charge for RBL members. For supporters they are 
priced at €2.00.  

And why not tell us something about the cemeteries you visit and the soldiers and airmen 
you pay tribute to? We would very much like to know. Thank you. 
 
 

mailto:jachrida49@gmail.com
http://www.inmemories.com/index.htm
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Month CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

August  • Mon 13th - 12:30 - RBL Lunch, Le Saint-Hubert 

• Sun 19th – 10:00 - Memorial Service and Commemoration at the Tigelot 
Monument in Jalhay 

September  • Tue 4th  -  11:00 - Commemoration of the Liberation of Brussels by the 
Brigade Piron, Parc des Muses, in Molenbeek 

• Mon 10th - 12:30 - RBL Lunch, Le Saint-Hubert 

• Fri 21st  – 14:00 – Belgian Memorial Day, Colonne du Congrès, 1000 Bxl 

October  • Start of Poppy Appeal 

• Mon 8th – 12:30 - RBL Lunch, Le Saint-Hubert 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
 

Ron Aston, Paul Boorman, Georges Kenneth Bowring, Alain Brogniez, Marie-Luc Claes, 

Jean-Luc Deswaene, Stéphane Evrard, Andrew Fisher, Edwin Frankcom, John Andrew 

Johnson, Joan Murray, Bridget Peirson-Davis, Brenda Puplett, Daniel Russell, Hubert Van 

Steenwegen, Pierre Vanderlinden, Dirk Vijverman, Fenton Luke Wiffen and Georges Young. 

And our very special congratulations to five branch members on their 90+ birthdays:  

Rachel Beurms-Godart, Octavie Bove-Liebert, Muguette Buies-Pieraerts, Henri 

d’Oultremont and Gaby Roberts-Doucet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With many thanks for their contributions to this July issue to Andrée, Brenda, Colin, 
Darren, Erich and Brigitte, Jean-Pierre, not forgetting Filo for– quite literally - sticking to 
the job in the sweltering heat of these last few days. 

 
Newsletter contributions gratefully received – please email the NL Coordinator Michael 
Whitburn on mwhitbur@vub.ac.be 
 

Happy birthday wishes to the branch members who have celebrated their 

birthdays since the previous issue of the Newsletter in April: 
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CARTOONS BY ANDREW FISHER 
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