
Chairman’s Message 
As we come to the end of the year Chairman, Mike Sheard 
reflects on the National Chairman’s vision for 2020. 

Charles Byrne, the recently appointed Director General, has been talking 
about creating a new vision and strategy for the Royal British Legion. As our 
armed forces community and their needs are changing, he says that the RBL 
needs to adapt to the evolving needs of our community on a cost effective and 
sustainable basis. 

‘We need to be clear about what we are trying to achieve, that is as the Royal 
British Legion and as individuals – every member, every volunteer and every 
employee. Whilst we may work in different parts of the charity, we must work 
together towards the same ambition, to bring together the nation, 
communities and individuals to create better futures for our armed forces and their families.’ 

Most importantly we look forward to hearing about his strategy to achieve this vision and how it will 
affect our members. We are a successful Branch that is holding our membership numbers steady, in 
contrast with the Legion overall. I am delighted that Roy Booth has joined our Branch committee and 
has taken on the responsibility for recruiting additional members and am sure he will welcome your 
help and suggestions. He’s off to a good start as you’ll see elsewhere in this publication we added a 
bumper number of new members in the last quarter. 
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CONGRATULATIONS! 
Congratulations to 
Branch members  
Ray and Frances 

Dodson who were 
married in St John’s 

Church, 
Windlesham on 
Saturday 23rd 

November.  

Very best wishes for 
a happy marriage 

from all of your 
Branch colleagues. 



2019 Poppy Concert 
The Gordon’s Singers launch Remembrancetide in style. 

As is fast becoming tradition, the Branch launched its annual Poppy Appeal activities with a concert in 
St John’s Church. This year we were lucky to have the very excellent Gordon’s Singers perform. Under 
the watchful baton of Conductor, Christine Walker, we were treated to a wonderful mix of classical 
numbers from the Handel, Pachelbel and Vaughan Williams, a medley of Beatles songs and some well 
known spirituals including Swing Low Sweet Chariot - most apt 
with the Rugby World Cup in full flow. 

The Choir was accompanied by Rob Stafford on the piano, 
Christine on the organ and by the acclaimed and appropriately 
named saxophonist, Jaz Moss. Jaz is a not so old boy of Gordon’s 
School who went on to study at The Purcell School in London, 
Trinity Laban Conservatoire and Berklee College of Music in the 
USA.  

The Concert was well attended despite the miserably wet 
weather and raised just over £840 for the Poppy Appeal. Thanks 
to Christine, the Gordon’s Singers and all who supported the 
event. 
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Russell-Cotes Museum 
Visit 
Didn’t we have a lovely day the day we 
went to Bournemouth? 

On Tuesday 23rd September, 32 members of the 
Branch braved some atrocious weather in 
Windlesham to venture to the coast to visit the 
Russell-Cotes Museum in Bournemouth.  

With our appetites whetted by the talk from 
James Taylor in May, we eagerly anticipated our 
trip but awoke that morning to torrential rain 
and flooding in the village and surrounding 
areas. The fact that it took several of the Branch 
over an hour to get from Camberley did not bode 
well. Undaunted, two by two we climbed aboard 
our ‘Ark’ and set off intrepidly down the M3. 
Prospects did not improve along the way and as 
we crossed the New Forest, the skies grew darker 
still and the rain came down even more 

ferociously. It was as if the end of the world was 
imminent. 

Miraculously, as we neared the coast, the clouds 
parted to reveal lovely blue skies and bright 
sunshine. From the Museum’s position atop the 
cliffs, we were greeted to a spectacular sea view 
complete with wide expanses of beach and a pier. 
We were reassured by the confidence we were 
sure to find a decent chippy for lunch! 

Once in the Museum, a rather grand Victorian 
villa with various wings added by the owners, 
Merton and Annie Russell-Cotes, we descended 
on the cafe for fortifying coffee and home made 
cakes before meeting our guides for a tour round 
the Aladdin’s cave of paintings, sculpture, 
furniture, china and artefacts from the Russell-
Cotes’ various travels. The house itself with its 
elaborate design, decor and fittings was 
fascinating enough. Even the downstairs loo was 
something to behold with ornate handprinted 
tiles from floor to ceiling and an original flushing 
loo manufactured by Mr Thomas Crapper. 
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The guides were superb and talked in detail 
about the life long love of the Russell-Cotes for 
collecting and travel. Not to mention their 
penchant for a bit of social climbing - various 
members of the royal family were guests of 
Merton and Annie and the smart London 
society set were regular visitors. 

After the Museum, we quickly homed in on 
Harry Ramsden’s for large portions of fish and 
chips whilst watching the breakers roll in and 
surfers brave the cold water. Some of us dipped 
our toes in the sea whilst others found ice 
creams, took the bracing sea air or browned 
their knees in the sun on sheltered benches. We 
enjoyed ourselves so much that we delayed our 
departure so we could make the most of things. 

All in all is we a superb day out. The Museum 
was  gem well worth seeing and the sunshine 
and tasty lunch just rewards for our braving the 
early morning downpour. It takes more than 
that to put off us fearless Legionnaires!
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REMEMBRANCE TIME 
We enjoyed a particularly 
good Remembrance 
weekend this year with a 
very well attended 
Church Service and 
Remembrance Sunday 
Lunch. AJ and her team 
from Simply Dine 
produced a delicious 
meal for over 70 people - 
our thanks to them once 
more for their support. 

The 11th November Parade at the Field of Remembrance saw us 
form up outside the newly opened Pavilion and in front of the 
relocated memorial plinth. Lots of hard work had gone into its 
construction and the cleaning and planting of the memorial flower 
beds. More planting is still to be done so that by the time of the 

Village Fete, the beds should be 
well established. Many thanks to 
those that helped with the weeding 
and to Hilliers who provided most of 
the plants. 

At both the Sunday and 11th 
November services, Hector 
Earnshaw played the Last Post and 
Reveille beautifully. He will be a 
hard act to follow when he goes to 
University in a couple of years time.

New Joiners 
A  very warm welcome to Frances 
Patterson, Jenny & Chris Stock, John 
Frances, John Woosley, Kevin 
Brunskill, Richard Jeffery, Robert 
Redford and Jo & Neil Lydiatt who 
have all recently joined the Branch. 
We look forward to seeing plenty of 
you over  the coming month. 

Special congratulations to Jenny & 
Chris Stock on the birth of their 
gorgeous baby, Rosie. That makes 
her our youngest Branch member - 
by association!
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POPPY APPEAL 2019 
The 2019 Poppy Appeal has been something of a learning experience 
for your Interim Poppy Appeal Organiser (PAO) this year. I had not 
underestimated the outstanding job that Andrew Hill, the previous PAO, 
had been quietly doing each year for the past however long. However, I 
was quickly discovering how much was involved and how much 
preparation, coordination and organisation was needed. To complicate 
things further this year, we took on responsibility for organising Poppy 
collecting in Lightwater after Gill Price, the Lightwater PAO had retired.  

To give you a sense for the scale of the task, the Branch now organises 
the collection or distribution of over 120 tins and trays to house to house 

collectors and static points around the area. And, once the appeal is over, 
the same number need recovering, opening and the contents counting and the cash banking. Each tin is 
numbered and these numbers have to be recorded. The contents of each tin are counted separately and 
the amount recorded so that the collector can be informed 
of the amount raised from their efforts. 

It has been a big team effort and special thanks must go to 
Jacqui Wyles, who has organised the poppy trays and 
carefully recorded the numbers on the tins and who they 
were distributed to. Richard and Danuta and James Randall 
have been a great help in distributing tins and trays to 
pubs, shops and restaurants all over the villages and Mike 
and Jean have been holed up in their newly refurbished 
kitchen counting the money. Probably not the christening 
that they had in mind for her new worktops! 

Of course, we wish Andrew a speedy and complete 
recovery but if he is not fit enough again when November 
comes around next year, are there any volunteers for the 
post of PAO - please? 

Tim Beckh

2019 The Count So 
Far…. 

House to House Collections - £2,760.80  
Static Points - £7905.89 
Choir Concert - 844.38 
Schools - £540.32 

Total Banked to Date - £12,051   

BRANCH WEBSITE 
You’ll be delighted to read that the 
Branch Website is once again up and 
running and that Roy Booth and Tim 
Beckh will be doing their best to keep the 
content up to date. If there is something 
of interest to Branch members that you 
would like to have posted, please contact 
Roy or Tim and they will be able to help. 
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2020 SPEAKER PROGRAMME 
13th January - “25 Years in the Fusiliers” - Kevin Brunskill 

10th February - “Escape from Manipur” - Peter Franklyn 

9 March - “Phase One Training, ATR Pirbright” - Maj (Retd) Gordon Wood 

6th April - “How did World War 2 end?” - Peter Stammers 

11th May - “The History of Minley Manor” - Major (Retd) Ian Mattison 

8th June - “Military Rehabilitation - a personal perspective” - Anne Brannigan 

13th July - “Defence Attache in Somalia and Sarajevo” - Lt Col Rob Tomlinson OBE 

10th August - Quiz Night 

14th September - “Thomas Baines - trailblazing artist and traveller of South Africa and Australia” - James 
Taylor 

12th October - TBC 

9th November - Annual General Meeting 

14th December - Carol Evening

2020 Visits 
In 2020, the Branch is planning two day trips 
away by coach, one in late April to Fort Nelson 
in Portsmouth, part of the Royal Armouries 
museum, the second in late September to 
Winchester’s Military Quarter where there are 
six Regimental museums including those for 
the Gurkhas, The King’s Royal Hussars, The 
Rifles and The Royal Green Jackets. These 

trips are primarily for 
Branch members but 
are open to members 
family and guests. 
Trips are subsidised by 
the Branch to make 
them as affordable as 
possible and are 
typically priced at 
between £15 and £20 
per head to include 
transport, museum 
entrance and an 
introductory 
presentation or guided 
tour. Places are limited 

to approximately 30 people and so it is 
important to book early if you and your guests 
are interested. Previous visits, such as those 
this year to the Household 
Cavalry Museum and the 
Russell-Cotes Museum, have 
proven to be an excellent day 
out and well worth 
attending. If you have not 
been on a visit in the past, 
please think about supporting 
our visits in 2020.

Fort Nelson, Portsmouth
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