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Dear fellow Branch Members,  
 
As I sat down to write this update I am struck by what has been achieved in 2019 in terms of raising 
the profile of the Royal British Legion and our activities in Belgium and the continued – and spectacular 
– success in raising money for this great charity.    
 
A particular highlight for me was managing to entice our new National President, Lieutenant General 
(Ret’d) James Bashall, out to Brussels in only his third week in office.  Not only was this his first 
overseas visit for the Legion, but it was his second visit to any branch!  This was a great opportunity for 
him to meet many of you, along with colleagues from Antwerp Branch.  It also offered the opportunity 
to discuss some of the wider benefits and also concerns of charities operating overseas.  He was 
impressed and supportive of our work in equal measure and took back the comments he heard from 
you to shape some of his initial thinking regarding his new role.  Notably, his visit was synchronised 
with the musical spectacular in the Grand Place – for those of you who were not able to attend you can 
read all about it in this newsletter.  It was a sight to behold and a fitting way to start an important week 
of commemoration for the 75th anniversary of D-Day.   
 
For the coming year, I am keen that we focus in two specific areas.  First, increasing our membership 
to keep the steady flow of joiners to our branch.  For this, I ask for all of you to be active recruiters 
wherever and whenever possible!  Jean-Pierre will gladly send you the material you need to convert 
interest into a new friend of the Legion.  Second, to continue our Branch’s outreach to local charities 
and organisations in Brussels and neighbouring overseas branches in Belgium.  We have reinvigorated 
many of these relationships and I look forward to actively furthering this in 2020 – we will keep you 
involved and informed.    
 
With that, I look forward to seeing you all at coming events.  Thank you for your support and 
involvement, and I wish you all a happy and healthy Christmas and New Year.  

Yours Darren 
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Royal British Legion Brussels Branch Rocks the Grand Place 
  
On Monday 3rd of June the ornamental roof 
tops and gilt facades of the Grand Place, 
Brussels shone brightly under a still fierce 
sun.  The steady buzz of tourists and locals 
never fades in this iconic meeting place 
however on this summer’s evening the 
crowds were building for an unforgettable 
musical spectacular. The stage was set for a 
fitting open tribute to mark the week of 75th 
D-Day commemorations.   
 

 
At 6pm, the Band of Her Majesty’s Royal 
Marines, Plymouth marched out of the City 
Hall with drums beating and uniforms 
resplendent, in an instant transforming the 
historic world heritage site into a glorious 
blaze of sight and sound.  As the band struck 
out across the expanse of the cobbled 
square, crowds over seven deep leant into 
the barriers, eager to get the best view of the 
world-class military marching band.    
 

 
With a packed square and delighted crowds, 
the members of the Royal British Legion, 
Brussels Branch, took a moment to reflect on 
the events of the last couple of 
days.  The open-air concert was the 

culmination of two days of activity, focused on 
promoting awareness of both the Royal 
British Legion and the Branch.   

 
Not only did the Branch Chair, Commodore 
Darren Bone RN, secure the band’s services 
for two concerts, but the event also marked 
the first overseas visit of the Royal British 
Legion’s National President, Lieutenant 
General (Ret’d) James Bashall CB CBE.  As 
part of his programme, Commodore Bone 
and Mr Phil Hyde (Branch committee 
member) visited the Heverlee cemetery, 
impeccably maintained by the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission and 
used by the Branch to conduct their World 
War One centenary Remembrance Service in 
2018.  With over a thousand First and 
Second World War commonwealth burials, 
this calm yet evocative woodland location 
was a fitting place to start the National 
President’s visit and brief him on the work 
and challenges of an overseas branch.   
 

 
The band playing at NATO HQ 

On the Monday morning, the team arranged 
an engagement with the 
General Bashall’s opposite number from the 
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American Legion, National 
Commander Mr Brett Reistad, who was 
visiting Europe for the D-Day 
commemorations.  They finished their 
meeting in style with a 45-minute display of 
the band in the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation HQ, a sublime 
performance from the Band of Her Majesty’s 
Royal Marines, Plymouth, breathing life into 
the vast glass and metal structure of our 
Alliance’s headquarters, a warm up for what 
was to come later that day...   

 
From left: Mr Reistad, Commodore Bone, Lt Gen 

Bashall 
Moving downtown Brussels and we were 
delighted to introduce General Bashall to 
members of the Antwerp Branch who had 
travelled to Brussels in some numbers for the 
evening’s entertainment and to support the 
promotion and awareness of the Legion’s 
work.  The concert also provided a great way 
for the Brussels Branch to reach out to other 
charities, as such we were joined in the 
Grand Place by the British Charitable Fund 
and the Community Help Service.  Both do 
superb work for the local and international 
community in Belgium and benefited from the 
interest of the large crowds and the 
significant media coverage of the event.   
 

 

Our special thanks go to the National 
President for his support and encouragement, 
we look forward to welcoming him to Brussels 
again in the future.  Equally, the event was 
built around the exceptional skill and talent of 
Her Majesty’s Royal Marines Band, Plymouth 
who delivered a musical expression of the 
close and enduring relationship between the 
United Kingdom and Belgium, ever relevant 
as we commemorate the 75th anniversary of 
the liberation of Brussels.   A relationship 
forged through feats of 
individual endeavour and sacrifice.  A 
relationship the Brussels Branch will continue 
to cherish and maintain.  
The skill of the bandswomen and men 
captivated the audience for over 45 minutes 
as they played a range of classical and 
contemporary music while performing 
complex marching routines.  The popularity of 
the Game of Thrones theme tune was clear 
to see as the ripple of recognition ran through 
the swaying crowd.  As the performance drew 
to a close, the Bandmaster marched to the 
balcony of the City Hall to ask for permission 
to march his band off the square.  Permission 
was granted by the British Ambassador to 
Belgium, Her Excellency Ms Alison Rose who 
was in her final month in office and will be 
sorely missed by the Brussels Branch for her 
support and dedication to the Legion 
throughout her tenure. Without her personal 
engagement with the Belgian authorities, the 
event would not have been possible.    
 

 
As quickly as the music erupted, the silence 
descended across the Grand Place.  The 
peace was brief and the watching crowds 
soon mobbed the charity stands to find out 
what and who we were about.  Questions 
were deftly answered by our team of 
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volunteers and the rapidly emptying table of 
leaflets has gone some way to spreading the 
word about the good work of the Royal British 
Legion.    

  
Our mobbed stall! 

 
Poppy Launch 2019 

 
2019 saw a blistering start to the most 
important fundraising period of our year.  The 
Royal British Legion have set a target to raise 
fifty million pounds (over fifty-eight million 
euros), this year to support serving and ex-
serving members of the Armed Forces 
community and their families.  The Brussels 
Branch kicked off our appeal with gusto and 
verve with the aim to raise as much money as 
possible to contribute to this ambitious target.   
 
The launch event was held in NATO 
Headquarters in Evere and we were delighted 
to be accompanied by the Military Wives 
Choir.  As their voices rang out across the 
open space of the Agora, the military and 
civilian members of the Headquarters were 
drawn in by the haunting and evocative 
sounds of the now-famous   lament, Poppy 
Red.   
 
The large international crowd that gathered 
were generous not only in their time, but also 
their money as Ann Morley, our fabulous 
Poppy Appeal coordinator, can testify!  A 
record start to the appeal with a total of 
537.87 euros collected by Ann and Andree 
over the lunchtime period.   

 
Military Wives Choir in full voice 

 
Huge thanks to Ann and Andree for your 
sterling efforts on poppy sales and also to 
Phil Hyde for his flawless execution of an 
event that took some significant ‘behind the 
scenes’ activity.   
 

 
 
This event marked the launch of the appeal, 
however mention must be made to the 
meticulous preparation from Ann and Dave 
Morley who have coordinated, planned, 
delivered and generally masterminded the 
distribution of our poppy tins and memorabilia 
across the Branch area.  We look forward to 
the final ‘count’ and making our contribution 
to the Legion’s target for the year.  

 
Service of Remembrance 2019 

Sunday 10 November 2019 

The Royal British Legion Brussels Branch 
commemorated Remembrance Day on a 
beautifully sunny, frosty morning at the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
Cemetery at Heverlee, near Leuven.  

For the second year running the 
commemoration welcomed a huge and wide-
ranging number of people to the service, 
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including our wonderful Branch members, 
with some travelling to the cemetery together 
on the transport provided, international 
serving military personnel, civilian staff from 
international organisations working here in 
Brussels, friends from charitable 
organisations and locals who were seeking a 
place to remember and reflect together on 
this special day.  

The Reverend Canon John Wilkinson, 
Chaplain to the Branch was our officiant for 
the ceremony and the Master of Ceremonies 
was the Branch Chair Commodore Darren 
Bone, Royal Navy.  We were delighted to be 
joined by the British Ambassador to Belgium, 
H.E. Mr Martin Shearman CVO.  He opened 
the service with a heartfelt and thought-
provoking reflection piece, setting the scene 
for the morning.  

The organisers were keen to find a way to 
both highlight the stories of the men and 
women in the cemetery and create a deeper 
understanding and connection of the events 
to the large group of children who were taking 
a central role in the service.  In the weeks 
leading to the event, Commodore Bone and 
Phil Hyde (the lead organisers) pondered on 
the best way to engage and involve the 
children.  Inspiration struck while they were 
researching the moving story of the Royal 
Canadian Air Force crew of Halifax aircraft 
MZ588 of 432 Squadron who were shot down 
over St Truiden, Belgium on 28 April 1944.  
Tragically, this was their first combat mission 
together and six lives were lost.  Their stories 
were told in a dignified and moving manner 
by the children from the 1st Waterloo 
International Scout Troop who then laid 
poppy crosses at the headstones of members 
of the six crew who were laid to rest in the 
cemetery at Heverlee.  

The service not only brought together the 
generations, but it was also a truly 

international affair. Following the Act of 
Remembrance, senior national military 
representatives of the United Kingdom, 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand and Poland 
laid wreaths. Wreaths were also laid by Royal 
British Legion Brussels Branch, the Royal Air 
Force Association and members of the 
Scouts and Guides.  

 

Special mention must go to our superb bugler 
and trumpeter, Lt Col Dick Ovey and Mr 
Robbe Claes and our fabulous piper Mr Scott 
James.  Their skillfully played notes rang 
clear across the cemetery and added much to 
the event.  Our thanks are also extended to 
Matthew Andrews for his work providing the 
excellent sound system (yet again!). 

Although there were a number of frosty toes 
in the cemetery, the scores of children in 
attendance were both respectful and 
engaged in equal measure despite the cool 
weather.  As ever, the cemetery was in 
serene and neat form thanks to the work of 
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
staff who maintain the place with precision 
and care.   

We will remember them. 
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Sergeant James Needham 
Sherwood Rangers Yeomanry:  
A Hero of D-Day 
 
Sgt Needham (right) with his tank crew                      

 
We are very fortunate to have in our 
collection the original 1941 dated Battle 
Dress blouse (picture top right) of Sergeant 
James NEEDHAM, Sherwood Rangers 
Yeomanry - a Regiment of 8th Armoured 
Brigade equipped with DD (Duplex-Drive) 
“swimming” Sherman tanks which supported 
the 50th (Northumbrian) Infantry Division - 
who landed on Gold Beach at H-10 minutes 
on 6 June 1944!  
 
For his gallant actions in Normandy Sgt 
Needham, already a Veteran of the Western 
Desert and North African campaigns with the 
Eight Army, was awarded the French Croix 
de Guerre avec Etoile de Bronze (War Cross 
with Bronze Star).  
 
Thanks to Karl McDermott, who is in contact 
with the family, I received a photo of Sgt 
Needham’s Medals (1939-45 Star/Africa Star 
with 8th Army clasp/France & Germany 
Star/Defence Medal 1939-45/1939-45 War 
Medal/Croix de Guerre with Bronze Star) and 
identity discs (also called ‘dog tags’ by the 
soldiers) (picture bottom right), copies of the 
British recommendation and French citation 
for his award and a photo of him with his crew 
taken in Holland. 
 

We will remember him. Alain Brogniez  
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Sergeant James Needham 
Sherwood Rangers Yeomanry:  
A selection of images for a hero 
of D-Day 	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top left: Sgt Needham’s 
recommendation by his unit.  
Top right: Sgt Needham’s citation from 
France. 
Right: An aerial view of the Gold Beach 
Jig Sector on D-Day where the Yeomanry 
tanks landed. 
Right and Bottom: images of the 
amphibious tanks (see the skirt which 
enabled the tank to ‘swim’.  
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Captain Noel Godfrey Chavasse – Born in Oxford, Made in Liverpool 
 
I recently led a touring party from 208 Field 
Hospital (Liverpool) around Belgium and 
Germany, following the route of the Allied 
forces on their march to victory during World 
War 2. The trip carried on seamlessly from 
the previous year’s battlefield tour to 
Normandy, and provided the group with a 
varied, interesting and deeply rewarding 
historical and cultural experience. We visited 
the town of Bastogne (famously help by the 
101st Airborne during the Battle of the Bulge), 
the tragic yet poignant concentration camp at 
Bergen-Belsen, and the centre of the Third 
Reich, Berlin. However, perhaps our most 
personally significant stop was at the grave of 
one of Liverpool’s most celebrated military 
figures, Capt Noel Godfrey Chavasse VC 
Bar. 
 
As part of the 208 FH, and as a doctor 
myself, I feel a visceral affinity to Capt 
Chavasse, and have a great admiration for 
his determination, bravery, and ultimate 
sacrifice. He is celebrated annually by the 
unit and it seemed only right to pay our 
collective respects at Brandhoek New Military 
Cemetery, Ypres, where he rests.  
 
Noel, and his twin brother, Christopher, were 
born in Oxford in 1884. His father was a 
reverend in the Church of England, and 
would be offered the Anglican Bishopric of 
Liverpool in 1890. Noel and his brother 
attended Liverpool College and excelled both 
in academia and sport. However, they would 
soon return to Oxford in 1904, when they 
were both admitted to Trinity College. 
Christopher would struggle academically, but 
Noel would complete his first degree and 
proceed to study medicine. He and his bother 
did continue to demonstrate their sporting 
prowess, representing the United Kingdom in 
athletics at the 1908 Olympics.  
 
It was at Oxford that Noel would make his 
first foray into the military when he joined the 
University Officer Training Corps. He thrived 
in this new environment and attained the rank 
of Lance Sergeant. 
 

 
Capt Noel Chavasse’s war grave 
 
Upon completion of his studies, Noel returned 
to Liverpool in 1909 and worked under the 
eminent orthopaedic surgeon, Sir Robert 
Jones. He passed his final surgical 
examinations in 1912 and was awarded the 
university’s most prestigious medical honour, 
the Derby exhibition in March that year. 
 
Noel continued his military service by 
commissioning for the Royal Army Medical 
Corps (RAMC) in 1913. He became a 
Surgeon-Captain of the 10th Battalion of the 
Kings (Liverpool Regiment). This was a 
territorial battalion, hence the strong sense of 
association and pride that 208 FH holds for 
Capt Noel Chavasse. 
 
Noel soon found himself at war, and would 
quickly distinguish himself. Although 
infrequently talked of, he was awarded the 
Military Cross for gallantry at Hooge, Belgium 
in June 1915. However, his status in history 
was secured by his earning of the Victoria 
Cross on two occasions. The first was 
awarded for his actions at Guillement, France 
on 9 August 1916. The award acknowledged 
his selfless commitment and courage in 
attending to the wounded in no-man’s land for 
two days under constant machine gun and 
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artillery fire, despite suffering blast injury 
himself. He would save 20 lives in total. 
 
His second VC would be made for his 
contributions to the war effort at Wieltje, 
Belgium between 31st July and 2nd August 
1917. Again, neglecting himself in order to aid 
others, he fearlessly searched for, transferred 
and treated several casualties whilst 
wounded. Sadly, he would eventually 
succumb to his injuries, and died on 4th 
August 1917. 
 
Capt Noel Chavasse is an inspiration to us 
all, but particularly the members of 208 FH, 
and the RAMC. He is the embodiment of the 
British Army’s values and standards, and is 
an enduring figurehead over 100 years on 
from the devastating conflict which claimed 
his life, and that of so many others. It was a 
true honour to be able to stand over his grave 
and quietly consider the events he witnessed 
and influenced so positively. It was also only 
fitting that as descendants of his medical 
legacy in Liverpool, we were able to lay a 
wreath at Brandhoek New Military Cemetery 
for him and his fallen comrades. 
 

 
208 Field Hospital staff ride team picture 

 
It is for this reason I wish to thank Ann 
Morley, and the Royal British Legion. Amidst 
the stress of organising this fantastic 
historical tour, forgetfulness got the better of 
me and we departed without said wreath. 
Having spoken to number of people in 
Bastogne, a curator at the Bastogne War 
Museum suggested that the Royal British 
Legion might be able to help. After a bit of 
telephone tennis I was put in touch with one 
of the local offices, and Ann. She was a true 
star in arranging a replacement wreath, and 
its delivery to our final accommodation in 
Kortrijk. Sure enough, it arrived in time for me 

to collect en route to Capt Chavasse’s grave, 
and provided the perfect flourish to a 
marvellous trip. 
 

 
The 208 Field Hospital wreath 

 
The Commanding Officer of 208 FH, Col 
Mark Andrews and I wish to thank The Royal 
British Legion and Ann for their wonderful 
work and support for veterans, and their 
impeccable service in allowing our unit to 
honour its most cherished war hero. 
 

Maj Marc Lyons RAMC 
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RBL Brussels Branch - Remembrance in the Ardennes 5 May 2019 
  

Members of the RBL Brussels Branch led by 
the Branch Chair, Commodore Darren Bone 
Royal Navy, travelled to the Ardennes on 
Sunday 6 May for the annual Remembrance 
services at Hotton-Sur-Ourthe and La Roche-
en-Ardenne.  
  
Meeting at the Le Jacquemart cafe at Hotton 
we were generously hosted to a welcome 
coffee before walking across to the beautiful 
church for a poignant mass to remember the 
fallen of the two wars. 
 

 
Ambassador Rose in Hotton 

The service was led jointly by the local priest, 
Padre Herman Kusola and the Reverend 
Canon John Wilkinson and attended by Her 
Majesty’s Ambassador to Belgium, Ms Alison 
Rose.  After the service the Burgomaster, Mr 
Jacques Chaplier, led a short ceremony at 
the war memorial, which included readings in 
French, English and Dutch by the very gifted 
local children.  The Hotton band then played 
the Belgian and United Kingdom National 
anthems as a fitting tribute to the 
commemorations at the church.  

 
Burgomaster Mr Jacques Chaplier of Hotton 

With some slightly chilly feet and hands we 
soon warmed up as we followed as the band 
marched out of the village to the 
Commonwealth War Graves cemetery on the 
hill outside the village. There are 666 soldiers 
and airmen laid to rest in Hotton CWGC 
cemetery, 21 of them unidentified.  

 
Andrée Ferrant catching up  

The casualties are all from WWII ranging 
from the defence of Belgium in 1940 to the 
liberation in 1944-45 and from the air 
campaign throughout the war.  Hotton was at 
the Western limit of the great German counter 
offensive in January 1945 and many of the 
fallen in the cemetery date from that time.  
Here we held a short Act of Remembrance, 
which included addresses by Cdre Bone and 
HM Ambassador, followed by a rifle salute 
from a Belgium Army contingent before the 
last post and silence. 

 
A very smart contingent before their rifle salute 
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The Ambassador, Burgermeister and Cdre 
Bone then laid wreaths at the cemetery 
monument.  Alain Brogniez read the names 
of some of the fallen laid to rest in the 
cemetery and Phil Hyde read a lesson.   
Following the ceremony, we all took the 
opportunity to walk around this exceptionally 
well-kept cemetery and plant Legion crosses 
and poppies at the graves of the fallen. 
Following this moment of reflection and 
remembrance, we then walked back down 
the hill to the town for a reception in the local 
sports hall which was filled with the noise and 
chatter of the band and many of the local 
villagers who had turned out to remember the 
sacrifices made.   
 

 
Alain Brogniez reading the names of the fallen 

We then drove in convoy to La Roche after a 
walk back to the cars in the pouring rain and 
even some unseasonal hail – it truly was four 
seasons in one day! We stopped for a very 
enjoyable lunch at the Le Vieux Moulin just 
outside La Roche, kindly organised by the 
Honorable Secretary Andrée, where a 
welcoming roaring fire warmed us on what 
was proving to be a decidedly fresh May Day.  
After watching another torrential downpour 
from the safety of the restaurant we ventured 
outside again and back through La Roche to 
the 51st Highland Division Memorial.  Here 
Commodore Bone and Canon Wilkinson led a 
short service followed by a wreath laying by 
Phil Hyde and the La Roche Burgermeister, 	
Mr Guy Giloteaux with a flawless Last Post 
from Jean-Louis Vandewinkel.  The wreath 
laying was accompanied by a moving lament 

played on the bagpipes.  The 51st Highland 
Division memorial has the names of 54 
members of the Division who fell in and 
around the town during the period between 9-
14 January 1945 whilst stopping the German 
counter offensive and dates from 1999 when 
many members of the Division returned to La 
Roche to commemorate their fallen 
comrades.  
 

 
51st Highland Division Memorial at La Roche 

Having paid our respects at both Hotton and 
La Roche we bade farewell to our hosts for 
another year and headed back north towards 
Brussels, reflecting once more on the great 
sacrifices made by our forebears and also on 
the heartfelt commemorations of the local 
communities who clearly hold dear the 
memories of those who fell to liberate their 
towns and villages 
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Royal British Legion Brussels Branch 
Communications 

 
Alain is maintaining and cultivating a very interactive and interesting Facebook page, highlighting 
news and events as well as matters of historical interest for all – please go and follow his page for 
updates and fascinating content.  Search for ‘Royal British Legion Brussels’. 
 
We are now also on Twitter!  @RoyalBrussels.  Join us and tweet your support!  
 
Jean-Pierre has also developed a fabulous new leaflet for handing out at events as a recruitment 
tool.  If you need any copies, please let him know.   
 
Our website has taken a little longer to be launched than planned due to an update of the main 
Royal British Legion web-based system.  However, we have good news and our website will be 
launched in all its glory in time for 2020!   
	
	
	
	
	
	


