
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting Of the  

Ely Branch Royal British Legion   
  
Held at The On Par Golf Course, Downham Road, Ely on Monday 

21st  October 2019 at 7.15pm  
  

  

 Act of Remembrance  

   

Apologies  

  

Apologies were received from the following members:  

  

JJ Jeffrey and Stan Geering, Phil Gould, Bill Wyman and Ian Lindsey  

  

Members Present  

  

The following members were present:  

Sue Reeder, Verity & Les Wilson, Ray, David Clarke, Ray, Glenn, Andrew Smith, Matt Wright, Tom 

Brown, Tony Macfarlane 

  

Previous Minutes   

  

Last year’s AGM minutes were read out and accepted as a true record other than the one omission.  

Tony Macfarlane was recorded as absent, but he was present.   

  

 Proposed by:  Les 

 Seconded by:  Tony 

  

Chairman's address   David Martin read out his report and then his 3-year plan.   A copy of 

these will be included as annexes to these minutes.  

 

Proposed by: Tony 

Seconded by: Sue 

 

All members present were in agreement. 

  

Treasurer's address   David Clarke read out the Treasurer’s report, a copy of which is 

included as an annex to these minutes.   

 
Proposed by: David Clarke 

Seconded by: Verity 

 

All Members present were in agreement. 

 



Membership Secretary's address  Tony read out the Membership Secretary’s Report, a copy of 

which is included as an annex to these minutes.    At last year’s AGM, there were 55 Branch members; 

we now have a total of 52.  

 

Secretary's address   Brian Crabtree read out the Secretary’s address, a copy of 

which is included as an annex to these minutes.  

  

Election of Committee Members  

  

The annual election of Branch officers was carried out.  

 

Chairman:    Nomination:  David Martin   

      Proposed by:  Tony 

Seconded by: Ray 

 

   All those present were in agreement.   

 

Vice Chairman:   Nomination:  Tom Brown 

 

    Proposed by:  Ray 

      Seconded by: Tony 

 

Secretary:   Nomination:  Brian Crabtree   

 

    Proposed by:  Sue 

      Seconded by: Verity 

 

All those present were in agreement 

 

Treasurer:   Nomination:  David Clarke 

 

    Proposed by:  David Martin 

      Seconded by: Matt 

 

All those present were in agreement 

 

Membership Secretary:   Nomination:  Tony Macfarlane 

 

    Proposed by:  David Martin 

    Seconded by: Les Wilson 

 

All those present were in agreement 

 

Committee members   The following members volunteered to continue to serve on the committee;  

  

Bill Wyman 

Verity Wilson 



Patrick Abbott 

Les Wilson 

Sue Reeder 

  

 Proposed by :  Dave M   Seconded by:   Andy  

  

All those present were in agreement  

 

The Chairman reported that the Branch Community support officer is still vacant, so he asked all 

present if anyone would consider taking on this important and rewarding role.  Full training is available 

to support them in taking up this role.   

 

President  The Chairman updated all present that the although he had been in talks with a potential 

new President, it was not possible for this person to take on the role of President tot the Branch due 

to other commitments.  JJ had kindly agreed to continue in the role of President, until a suitable new 

President could be appointed. 

  

The new appointments will take effect from 1 Jan 2020, however all new members must sign a new 

MS1 form, before 31 Dec 2019. 

  

Matters Arising  

  

Schedule of meetings  

  

The Secretary presented the Schedule of meetings for 2020.  All were in agreement that this schedule 

was appropriate.    

  

AOB  

  

The Chairman reported that as a Branch we are entitled to send delegates to National and County 

conference as long as the Branch accounts have been submitted and accepted.  It was agreed that we 

would send Tom Brown as our Branch Delegate and Standard Bearer. 

 

Closure of the meeting  

  

There being no further business, the AGM was closed at 1952hrs 

 

Brian Crabtree 

 
City of Ely RBL Branch Secretary 

   



Annexes  

  

CHAIRMAN OF THE CITY OF ELY BRANCH OF THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION REPORT TO THE ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING– OCTOBER 2019 

 

We continue with our Branch fundraising and highlighting the Branch to the local community and 
beyond. 

 

Our Poppy Appeal was by far the best on record, mainly due to the 100year commemoration events, 
with more than £51,000 raised because of an extremely hardworking team; committee, branch 

members and a legion of volunteers who excelled during the Remembrance period. I wish Les and 

Verity Wilson every success for this year’s appeal. 

 

We continued to bring to the fore the objectives of the three-year plan. This year a visit to the visit to 

the Imperial War Museums at Duxford and London and The Dad’s Army Museum at Thetford and was 

helped to meet those objectives; all being extremely informative and welcoming to all those who 

attended. Our fundraising for this event is two-fold both to reduce the cost on those attending but to 

cover additional costs for those who do not have transport to get to the event. The Ely Armed Forces 

and Veterans Breakfast Club, although outside of the RBL remit, has been extremely well attended 

and now boasts more than 150 members from around the local area, so a big well done to Les and 

Verity Wilson. 

Fundraising continues to go well and helps us meet our 3-year objectives; I can only praise my 

committee and members for the great support given. I would also like to pass on my thanks to the 

Team at The Townhouse Pub, the ‘home’ of the branch for the last few years, especially Gary who has 

been a great supporter of the branch. I would encourage you all to attend our Quiz nights and, more 
importantly, the Remembrance Day offerings that the Townhouse puts on for all its patrons. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank my whole committee who worked hard to help us meet our objectives in 
our first 3year plan, which I presented at my 1st AGM back in 2016, my how time flies! I present the 

next 3-year plan as we look to continue to provide opportunities to our members and beneficiaries 

alike.  

 

D W Martin 

 

Chairman of the City Of Ely Branch of the Royal British Legion 

 

 

  



CHAIRMAN OF THE CITY OF ELY BRANCH OF THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION 3-YEAR PLAN – for AGM 

OCT 2019 

As your Chairman, I would like to task the Branch and its committee to prepare and execute the 

following 3-year plan.  The intent (or need) of the 3-year plan is to promote the Branch and RBL to the 

local community with the aim of recruiting new members and supporting the community in line with 
the RBL’s Royal Charter. 

Each year we will need to plan certain find raising activities to ensure we can commit to subsidising 

these projects for the benefit of our beneficiaries. I also aim to include other branches in our area 

including RBL, RAFA, RNA and any other military and non-military associated branches. 

 

Set out the next 3-year plan with the committee. 

 

2019 

1. Visit to a local Historical monument/museum.  Completed trip to IWM London, Dads 

Army Trip on 2nd June 

2. Local evening of Remembrance/Annual Meal –  To be held on 23 November 2019 

3. Newmarket Race Day. Completed. 

4. Annual Christmas Dinner.  To be held on 23 November 2019 with annual meal. 

2020. 

1. Visit to National Arboretum/other museum. 

2. Visit to other museum/point of interest. 

3. Newmarket Race Day  

4. Commemoration Event at Palace Green (19th  July)  

5. Annual Dinner. 

2021. 

1. Visit to National Arboretum/other museum. 

2. Overseas battlefield tour subject to funding. 

3. Newmarket Race Day  

4. Annual Dinner. 

2022. 

1. Visit to National Arboretum/other museum. 

2. Newmarket Race Day  

3. Annual Dinner. 

In the event of Branch closure/Non-Use of Funds in a set period 

 

Any funds not used during the fundraising year will be automatically transferred over to the next 

fundraising year. 

 

In the event that the branch should cease to operate any funds that are raised should be passed to 

the County Royal British Legion treasurer for the welfare of its beneficiaries.  

 

D W Martin 

 

Chairman of the City Of Ely Branch of the Royal British Legion   



SECRETARY OF THE CITY OF ELY BRANCH OF THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION’S 

REPORT TO THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 21 OCTOBER 2019 

 

2019 has once again been a busy year with which has seen our meetings well attended and all 

fundraising and social events similarly well supported.  The trips to IWM London and the Dad’s Army 
Museum and Tony’s entertaining Quiz Nights were particular highlights.  

 

The Council’s recent stance on Fundraising stalls has been disappointing, but it has not thwarted our 
attempts at fundraising to support both the Poppy Appeal and also Branch Activities. 

 

We are currently planning further trips away and other social events which will hopefully make 2020 

another enjoyable year and as a Branch support the aims of the Legion in terms of Comradeship  

 

As a committee we continue to support our Chairman and there will no doubt be challenges ahead 

particularly in terms of finding alternatives to the withdrawal of support from the Police for the 
Remembrance Parade. 

 

I am willing to continue in the role of Secretary for the forthcoming year unless someone has a pressing 
desire to stand against me for the post.  

 

Thank You for all your ongoing support. 

 

Brian Crabtree 
City of Ely RBL Branch Secretary 

 

    

 



Treasurer’s Annual Report to AGM 21 October 2019  



 



 



 





 

 
  



 



 



  

  

 

City of Ely Branch Royal British  

Legion Schedule of Meetings - 2020  

  

 

Monday 13th January    -  Committee 

Monday 9th March     -  Branch  

Monday 20th April    -  Committee  

Monday 8th June     -  Committee  

Monday 13th July     -  Branch  

Monday 7th September   -  Committee  

Monday 28th September  -  Branch  

Monday 19th October   -  AGM & Branch  

Monday 30th November   -  “Christmas Do”  

Monday 14th December  -  Branch  

  


