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THE CHRISTMAS STALL – 2 DECEMBER 2017

On a cold Saturday morning, we set up a Christmas Stall following an offer from two of our members to help 

raise funds for our Branch plans which will support our members and other like minded individuals next year.

Margaret Geering has spent months knitting and making some great Christmas themed items that would sell on 

the day. Margaret and Stan Geering also added a Tombola to further enhance their chances of making a good 

fundraising amount.

With a little support from Julie Elsey, who turned up to give support during a cold morning session, Dave Martin 

and Brian Crabtree (Lunchtime relief), their magnificent efforts raised a very impressive total of £294.22.  As 

advertised on the day, these would go Branch funds; organising Coach trip and other events to highlight the 

branch in the community and to provide comradeship/welfare opportunities for our members. 
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BRANCH SUBSCRIPTIONS

Many of you would have had your membership renewal notices now and may have noticed that Branch 

subscriptions are no longer collected centrally. Following a discussion at committee level and approval at AGM, 

Branch subscriptions have been reduced to zero because of the logistics of collecting the monies. 

If members would like to donate any monies to the Branch so that we continue the new work we have started 

through the 3 year plan to provide a more active Branch through coach trips and other events, please send your 

donations to the Chairman at the address on the last page of this newsletter.

Suggestions

You may also wish to suggest some events for the committee to investigate and, hopefully, organise for the 

benefit of our members and likeminded individuals in the community.

Membership benefits

As a member you will already receive the magazine and other national benefits which are advertised in there.  

My committee and I have been working on getting local incentives that will, hopefully, entice new members 

whilst retaining the current membership.  So far, we are working on more, we currently have the following 

offers::

St Mary’s Barbers offer a discount to ex-Serviceman and our Branch members

Enhance Dental Clinic – Offer discounts when booked with Patrick Abbot (Note: Exclusions apply)
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GP 90

GREAT PILGRIMAGE 90

The Royal British Legion is recreating its 1928 pilgrimage to World War One battlefields for thousands of Legion 

members in August 2018.

Great Pilgrimage 90 (GP90) will be the Legion’s biggest membership event in our history. A tour to WW1 

battlefields and cemeteries will mark 90 years since the Great Pilgrimage.

A decade after the end of WW1, veterans and war widows visited the battlefields of the Somme and Ypres 

before marching to the Menin Gate in Ypres on 8 August 1928. On 8 August 2018, two representatives from 

every branch and county or their local community will carry their standards along the same route in Ypres to the 

Menin Gate, representing an entire generation that served while defending their country. Over two days, 

attendees will visit battlefield memorial sites, trenches and cemeteries. On 8 August, attendees will take part in a 

parade to the Menin Gate, where a wreath from each branch will be placed on the memorial. A march past will 

then take place, observed by civic and military guests from the UK, Europe and Commonwealth countries. 

Following the service, members will join spectators in the Great Square for an afternoon of comradeship with 

exhibitions and musical performances.

This event is a great opportunity for branches to work with their local communities to raise the profile of the 

branch, inspire the commitment of our current membership and encourage the recruitment of others. An event of 

this scale also provides a platform to create awareness of the Legion’s contemporary work.

In addition, a parallel tour is being run for those who aren’t officially a part of GP90 but who may wish to support; 

https://www.legerbattlefields.co.uk/ww1-tours/rbl-remembering-wwi

For more information please visit the Royal British Legion website, 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/community/calendar/remembrance-services-and-events/great-

pilgrimage-90/

https://www.legerbattlefields.co.uk/ww1-tours/rbl-remembering-wwi
http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/community/calendar/remembrance-services-and-events/great-pilgrimage-90/
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Contact Details or for more information about the Ely Branch:

Chairman, C/O 14 The Chase, Ely CB6 3DS (Mobile Number: 07748592148)

CityOfEly.Chairman@rbl.community

Secretary: CityOfEly.Secretary@rbl.community

CITY OF ELY BRANCH – CHRISTMAS 2017

The Chairman, Dave Martin, has committed

to riding in P2P 2018. More members of the

Branch are expected to join him. Please

send donations for the team’s Pedal to Paris

cycle ride to the Chairman of the City of Ely

Branch or at Dave’s fundraising page:

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/

GizMartin2018

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR.

HOPEFULLY WE WILL SEE YOU ALL IN 2018
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