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 Legion wins two BAFTAs for the Festival of Remembrance! 

 

 

We're delighted to announce that the Legion has won two BAFTAs for last year's Festival of Remembrance.  

The first win was for Entertainment Craft Team, as part of the British Academy Television Craft Awards on 28 April. For this 

award we were up against some huge shows including Strictly Come Dancing, The Mash Report and The Voice UK.  

The second award was for Live Event, as part of the Virgin Media British Academy Television Awards on 12 May. Again, the 

nominations for this category were very strong and these included Open Heart Surgery, The Royal Wedding: Prince Harry 

and Meghan Markle and Stand Up To Cancer.  

We want to congratulation everyone who was involved in the 2018 Festival of Remembrance on these fantastic achieve-

ments! Lots of hard work went into making the festival the brilliant event it was and these awards are well deserved.  
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MSO NEWS 

OVERSEAS FORUM 

It was great to see so many of you 

at the Overseas Forum, it is a real-

ly good opportunity to catch up 

with each other .It is also a good 

way to  discuss any issues that you 

may have  and to try to find solu-

tions 

 

 

 

 

 

BRANCH RATES 

Branches should have received  a letter 

asking what their branch admin fee will 

be and if you want it collected with the 

Legion fee. Please contact me if you have 

any issues with the form  

 

BRANCH ACCOUNTS 

Please  remember to send in your 

accounts as soon as possible after 

June 30th . This gives us plenty of 

time to sort out any issues that you 

may have. 

WEBSITES 

Can you please check 

your branch websites 

and ensure that the 

information on them is 

up to date 

CONSOLIDATED PAYMENTS 

Can you please remember when sending  

consolidated payments, send 1 email from 1 

person with all of the relevant attachments. It 

will then check it before forwarding to  

Novacroft for you. 

Please check members renewal date against 

your listings on MAP.as well as the correct 

membership number 

MEMBERSHIP LISTS 

Some branches have recently contacted 

me regarding discrepancies between 

local membership lists and those that 

are on MAP. 

Local lists should no longer be used, 

those on MAP are updated weekly and 

it is the only list we should be using. 

 

Poppy Appeal 

As you may be aware, last year, Vanessa Dean who was the 

Poppy Appeal contact for Overseas Branches for many 

years has moved on to a different role within the Legion.  

The Overseas Branches have now been split between a 

team of  6 people. If you do not know who your contact is 

please let me know.  



BOB CHAMBERS—MEMBERSHIP COUNCIL REP  

 
 
It was good to see many of you at Annual Conference in Bournemouth just recently in May.   Next year and with your 
enthusiasm we may well attract more members.  

Congratulations to Una Cleminson.  For the first time in its history the RBL has a lady as National Chairman.   I’m sure I 
speak for all our Overseas Branches in wishing Una every success for the years to come and to thank Terry and Sue for 
all they have done ! 

Also at Conference,  the  Motion for changes to the Royal Charter were passed with 68%. Conference motions need 
a  2/3 majority to pass. 

And exciting times ahead as next week we see the 75th Anniversary of the DDay landings, the programme looks fantas-
tic and I’m sure that those  of you who will be there will  be much impressed with what has been organised.    One of 
the veterans currently living in Cyprus will also attend and we look forward to meeting  him ! 

Many of you have undoubtedly heard that Heather finishes  her secondment with Overseas and will be moving on to 
another job within the Legion.   She has put her heart and soul into Overseas over the past years and I’m sure you’ll all 
join me in sending her our best wishes.   She’s kept me on my toes and I’m certainly going to miss her!  

We welcome back Kayleigh Harris who is coming back from her secondment and we look forward to working together 
again. 

Those of you who were at Conference met our newly installed Overseas Area Manager, Kate Green.      This is a first 
for Overseas and at Conference Kate explained her vision for the future. Kate comes with a wealth of experience both 
within the Legion and as a retired RMP.   Welcome aboard Kate ! 

At the Overseas Forum I spoke about Branch Fund Initiative or BFI for short and explained to the Forum that Branch 
funds in excess of £5000 or the equivalent are required to be held in a BFI by Head Office. This is laid down in the 
Membership Handbook.   As explained, your money is ring fenced for your  Branch and remains Branch Funds. 

The plus side to this is that the RBL will get a better rate of interest and the BFI account can be used to pay your bulk 
Membership fees every year saving on costly bank charges and time, especially for those Branches where it takes in 
excess of 40 Days for cheques to clear! 

And last but not least know that twice a year County / District Chairmen hold a seminar and I will be sending out cop-
ies of those meetings to the standalone Branches. 

And in closing, know that should you wish me to  attend a special function or visit  and if you give me plenty of notice I 
will be happy to come and see you ! 

 

. 

Bob Chambers 

 



KATE GREEN—Overseas Area Manager 

Hello, I’m Kate Green and I’m incredibly proud (and rather excited) to have been recently appointed as the very first 
Area Manager Overseas. 

I’ve been with the Legion for almost 18 years  - mostly in East Anglia but with the odd month firefighting around the 
country.  Before that I was a Royal Military Policewoman (please don’t stop reading just yet!)  I was once awarded the 
honorary title of “Nicest Policewoman in NATO” by BFBS with a nil percent arrest rate and a winning smile!!  Nothing 
much has changed to be honest…. 

I’m painfully aware that our Overseas operations haven’t been supported in the same way that the Legion operates in 
the UK in the past but this is all set to change.  I am currently building a team to ensure we are fit for purpose and able 
to give voice to all the marvellous things you have been doing around the world.  The team currently consists of 
Heather Mason as MSO and Miles Eastwick, Case Officer.  Susan Coleman will be joining Miles as the new dynamic duo 
– Sue has been with the Legion for a few years and is currently the National Diversity Champion.  In the next news-
letter, I’ll get them to introduce themselves to you.  I will also be recruiting a Team Leader who will look after day to 
day operations whilst I concentrate on a strategy to put Overseas at the heart of the Legion and an Area Administrator 
who will be able to support the MSO and Case Officers. 

Sadly, Heather’s secondment is coming to an end on 30 June.  She has worked blinking hard to support Branches and 
we’ll be very sorry to see her go.  However, Kayleigh Harris is coming back into the fold and I hope you will join me in 
welcoming her back. 

In the next 6 months I hope to get to know you all better, find out what works and what doesn’t (I think I’m beginning 
to get an idea already) and arrange some visits.  The priority is to start engaging with the Branches who have had little 
or no contact from the Legion in a while.   

Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me – I’m really looking forward to working with you all.   

Keep smiling 

Kate 

Landline: 03330114425 

Mobile: 07827088956 

kgreen@britishlegion.org.uk 

mailto:kgreen@britishlegion.org.uk


New TRBL website 

 

It's all change across the Legion's digital landscape as we have launched  our new website - a fresh, flexible format 
with a two-fold purpose. First and foremost, to help us as we look for better ways to support those we serve and sec-
ondly, to boost engagement and better inform our own support network of members, volunteers, donors and fund-
raisers. 

  

The new website will link to existing branch and county websites, however in the near future we will be looking at 
building additional functionality that will allow branches and counties to use the improved features available on the 
new site. 

  

It's an exciting time for all of us – stay tuned for more information. In the meantime, if you have any questions, please 

contact website@britishlegion.org.uk 

 

mailto:website@britishlegion.org.uk


MEMBERSHIP SERVICES NEWS 

Helpful tips for membership applications, payments and renewals 

 

 

 

 

OVERSEAS MEMBERS – BEST WAY TO PAY 

If the member has a Euro Bank Account If the member has a GBP Bank Account 

The best option is to pay with a bank transfer 
into the Euro account. 

  

The next best option is to pay online with a debit 
card. 

The best option is to set up a Direct Debit 

  

Alternatively they can go on-line and pay with a 
debit card from their GBP account. 

Please note that paying with a consolidated cheque into the Euro account can take up to 50+ working 
days for the member to receive their card. TRBL also lose 29% of each and every membership fee 
when this payment method is used. Please help us improve customer experience and reduce 
costs by pushing for the alternative methods listed above. 

Rejected Application Forms Consolidated Payments 

  

Applications are still being submitted using old versions of the 
application form. Due to GDPR regulations we are unable to 
process these. Please ensure you destroy all old versions and 
use the current form (A4 size with “LIVE ON” logo on the top 
right). 

  

Date of Birth, Signature or other mandatory fields are missing. 
Applications will be rejected if any mandatory information is 
missing. Please check all applications before sending them or 
encourage members to join online at rbl.org.uk/join  

  

20% of all Consolidated payments received by the 
Payments and Application team have to be rejected 
due to missing /incorrect information. We also re-
ceive a large number of complaints from members 
due to the time to takes to receive their card. 

  

To help the member experience please do try to 
encourage members to pay by alternative methods 
listed below. 



PORTUGAL Branch 

The Branch covers the Lisbon, Porto, Madeira, the Algarve and the Azores. 

 

Algarve Area 

Here in the Algarve we have an active area split into three sections. 

The East:  Holds monthly lunches usually on the 1st Sunday of each month at various venues, and with a new “small 

committee” of members rejuvenating the lunches, numbers are steadily growing as the word spreads. 

Central: Again monthly lunches are held at various restaurants in the central Algarve usually on the third 

Wednesday of each month and prove very popular with members and guests alike. 

The West:  Although not on a regular basis, events are organised during the year, the next being a barbecue on the 

6th June to commemorate the 75th Anniversary of D-Day. 

 

Following the success of the “WW1 themed Dinner Dance” held, on the 10th November 2018, it was decided to 

make a “Dinner Dance” an annual event. 

 

Our 2019 dinner dance on the 16th November is to commemorate the 75th Anniversary of D Day (5 months later).  

The star cabaret coming from England for one night only is Christopher Gee a fabulous comedy impressionist, along 

with local entertainers Suzanne Wilson and Danny Maverick to dance the night away. The price of 30 Euros, covers 

a welcome sparkling wine reception, 4 course dinner together with unlimited wine, beer, water and soft drinks, star 

cabaret and 3 hours of music for dancing, so again this promises to be the ‘place to be’ in the Algarve. 

 

Visiting members are always welcome so if you are coming to the Algarve for a holiday and want to attend a lunch 

or an event, please contact me for information. 

Colin Hearn.  RBL Portugal Algarve Representative            Email : rblportugalalgarverep@gmail.com 

 

Lisbon Area 

The decision to organize a regular monthly lunch for members and their guests on the last Wednesday of every 

month represented a significant turning point for the Lisbon area. Up until that point local members of the Royal 

British Legion really only came together during the Poppy Appeal and in the lead up to the annual Remembrance 

service.  

 

It was quite hard at first to get any real momentum. In fact, there were occasions when only 3 people turned up - 

the long-serving RBL Lisbon Area Representative, Mark Hanmer, his partner Jo and a previous Chairman of RBL Por-

tugal. Perhaps it was the choice of a different restaurant each month or because some of the choices were not 

attractive to start with. Then, after 6 months trial and error, a winning format developed.  

 

The chosen location was a hotel which was not particularly well-known for good food at the time, but its location 

was squarely in the centre of Cascais and had a fantastic terrace overlooking the Bay and beach. Management of 

the Hotel Baía Cascais was as keen as the RBL to make the lunches work and provided an increasingly varied menu 

at a superb price.  

 

Over time the numbers increased. The changes seemed to happen in steps. At first around a dozen members, then 

20-25, then to a peak of over 60. Now, each month, on average 35 to 40 members get together from a membership 

in the region of just over 100. The key has been to keep the same day and the same location each month as often 

as possible. However, once a year we change our location and hold a barbeque at the British Retirement Home. 

Members and guests are always welcome. Some travel over 100 km to enjoy the convivial atmosphere, others 

come to Cascais only for 6 months each year but make sure they are present and bring friends while they are in 

town.  

mailto:rblportugalalgarverep@gmail.com


Most markedly, all of the group quite obviously enjoy the light, friendly atmosphere and some stay on in conversation 

long beyond the lunch itself.  

 

The lunches have been excellent for recruitment of new members to the Royal British Legion, even though it is never 

portrayed as an objective. The only purpose has always been to get together and enjoy each other’s company and con-

versation. However, this does not stop any fund-raising. Occasionally someone will bring along a jam made from home

-grown fruit which will be sold to add to the Poppy Appeal, or another member will hold a Curry Lunch at their own 

home once a year with an enjoyable auction to raise additional funds.  

 

Now, of course, after 4 years of growth, there is the luxury of “mixing it up” a little. The challenge to Fill the Terrace at 

the Hotel Baía Cascais produced a record 64 turn out for the lunch. The idea was to extend the length of the table for 

lunch to the length of the terrace where the lunches were held – right on the front of the Bay of Cascais where every-

one passing by could see it was a Legion event. It was made extra special by the presence of 98-year old Tom North, A 

World War II navigator on a Lancaster Bomber, who has one of the firmest handshakes anyone could remember.  He 

was delightful company and had many members stating what an honour it was to meet him. The Defence Attaché at 

the British Embassy said a few words of welcome to Tom and talked a little of Tom’s exploits. 

 

David Wright. RBL Portugal Lisbon Representative  

PORTUGAL cont 



SARK BRANCH  

 

 

Bailiwick of Guernsey WWI Commemorative £20 Note 

 
The Bailiwick of Guernsey, of which Sark is part, issued a special commemorative £20 note to mark the 

end of WWI back in November last year. 

On the front at the top can be seen a statement and the hologram to the right of it has been made 

in to a poppy. 

The single letter in front of the serial number has been replaced with TGW (The Great War). 

The Shield in the middle bottom has had its laurel wreath replaced by a wreath of poppies. 

On the reverse side, the flower on the bottom left has been replaced by poppies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2- Commemorative £20 Note 

Figure 1-Original £20 Note 



SARK BRANCH cont 

OPERATION HARDTACK 7 

On the 27th December 2018, the Sark Branch of the Royal British Legion invited the Honorary French Consul in Guern-

sey to take part in the unveiling of a Commemorative Plaque, in memory of the French and British forces who took part 

in Operation Hardtack 7 on the night of 27/28th December 1943. 

The day started with a 2 minute silence at the grave stone of two of the French Commandos who were killed during the 

raid 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert Bellamy 

       

The wreathes were laid by the Seigneur of Sark, Major Christopher Beaumont (our President) and the Honorary French 

Consul in Guernsey, Madame Odile Blanchette. 

The next event was the unveiling of a plaque commemorating the anniversary, at the site of the minefield on the Hog’s 

Back, which killed the 2 Commandos and wounded others  

Andre Dignac 



About the Raid 

A series of Commando Raids were planned under the code name HARDTACK in late 1943 and were numbered from 1 to 

36. The operations were conducted by men of No. 10 (Inter-Allied) Commando, No. 12 Commando and the Special Boat 

Service (SBS), and took place on the Channel islands and the northern coast of France in December 1943. Most of the 

raids consisted of ten men of various ranks, carried by Motor Torpedo/Gun Boats (MTB/MGB) and dories, except for 

one operation, which was an airborne landing. The raids were ended by order of Major General Robert Laycock because 

they caused the enemy to bring up reinforcements, which could have been detrimental to the Allies' strategy for D-Day. 

In the Channel Islands raids were planned against Jersey, Sark and Herm. The Herm raid was cancelled in the planning 

stage, but the raids on Sark and Jersey went ahead and both were planned for the night of 25/26 December with the 

aims of reconnaissance and capture of prisoners – the Jersey raid landed safely at Petit Port, climbing the cliff, they 

failed to locate a German soldier. On returning to the beach, a mine was set off seriously injuring a Captain Ayton who 

was taken to the beach and returned to England where he died of his wounds. Like the Jersey raid the Sark raid used 

men from No. 1 (French) Troop of 10 Commando, 12 Commando and the SBS. 

Sark 25/26 December 1943. 

The raid on this night failed to achieve its objectives when the Commandos were unable to scale the cliff having landed 
by Dorey from MGB (ML) 292 on Derrible Point at about 23.15  

The Raid was commanded by an officer from 12 Commando, 10 men from No1 Troop and 2 men of the SBS, as follows: 

Lt Ambrose McGonigal * 12 Commando     Sergeant Pierre-Charles Boccador * (Translator)10 Commando 

Sergeant Paul Briat  (Radio Operator) 10 Comma  Local Sergeant Andre Dignac * 10 Commando  

Corporal Robert Bellamy * 10 Commando   Corporal Pierre Vinat  (Medical Orderly) 10 Commando 

Lance/Corporal Yves Quentric 10 Commando  Private Marius Pizzichini 10 Commando 

Private Jean Gay 10 Commando    Matelot Joseph Nicot * 10 Commando 

Matelot Maurice Le Foch  * 10 Commando   Captain David Smee * (Dorey Skipper) SBS 

Corporal J Right * (Dorey Engineer) SBS 



 

PARIS BRANCH 

The RBL Paris Branch held a Cocktail Reception on Thursday 4th April to thank the Poppy Appeal fundraisers and 
welcome new members.  Fundraisers in the Paris region included UK Border Force (Eurostar), various schools and 
WH Smith bookshop. 

 

Caroline Clopet 



GIBRALTAR BRANCH 
We’ve being trying to find the origin of this Branch and we came across this Certificate. We also found a reference that Poppies 

(flowers) were sold here in 1921 in aid of the Haig Fund. recently, while browsing through the many files and documents 

which have accumulated over the years, we were pleasantly surprised to discover the Branch Certificate presented 

by The Board of Trustees on the formation of the Gibraltar Branch.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2020, this Branch will be celebrating its 75th birthday. 

 

The Gibraltar Branch meets socially, for coffee, every fourth Wednesday of every month at the “O’Callaghan Eliott 

Hotel” at 1030 am. Members and 

guests are welcome.  

 

Photographs: (a) Members at a recent 

coffee morning displaying the Branch 

Certificate.  

(b) Branch Certificate. 

Approved by the Membership Council 

on the 18th October 1945 

National Chairman (signed) P D Cleminson 



THE SOMME BRANCH  



 Paderborn Branch- Germany 

 
 

On March 7, 2019 John Buchan School had the honour of being  

presented with a Certificate of Appreciation from the Royal British legion 

(RBL) for all of the fundraising that had taken place at the school over the 

years. The school has been open for approximately 45 years and for most of 

those years events have taken place to raise funds for the RBL: we 

‘guesstimated’ a figure of around 15,000 Euros has been raised since 1975. 

The presentation party included, Robert Millar, the Chairman of the Pader-

born RBL; Branch Poppy Appeal Organiser, Jim Griffiths MBE and Brigadier 

Richard Clements, Commander British Forces Germany. Both Jim Griffiths 

and Brigadier Clements gave short speeches thanking the school and empha-

sising how important the fund raising had been and how it had benefitted 

soldiers past and present. 

The event was made all the more special as the presentation and speeches 

took place in the shadow of the school memorial wall which contains over 

150 crosses with the names of British soldiers who died in the First World 

war that the children researched as part of their studies. 

Presentation to John Buchan School for fund-

raising over the years! 



DISTRICT SPAIN NORTH 

Awards from District Spain North  to external organisations 

Pedro Dominguez and Beatriz Lara work for the Spanish Red Cross and the Casa Verde Foundation respectively and 

over many years they have both been absolutely invaluable in co-ordinating the works of local expat charities with 

those of their own.  

Pedro, from Cruz Roja in Alicante, has a specific responsibility for expats and their needs and over the last 4 or 5 years 

he has helped to improve the lives of many hundreds of veterans and their dependants on the Costa Blanca. 

He is an English speaker and will help those who are in need to obtain pendant alarms throughout the whole of Spain 

as he will also provide assistance and help with energy and food poverty. 

Contact him via Phone or Email: pdominguez@cruzroja.es Telephone 678501586 

Beatriz Lara is from the Casa Verde Foundation on the Costa Blanca. She too is a social worker who has helped veter-

ans and their dependants in numerous ways by assisting in training new and existing caseworkers as she guides them 

through the minefield that is the Spanish health care and Social Services system. Lara has also helped personally by 

providing specialist help, advice and action to support individual beneficiaries. 

In gratitude for their efforts, particularly with the welfare teams and members of The Royal British Legion, the pair 

were recently presented with well-deserved Certificates of Appreciation by Don Cubbon, the Chairman of Spain 

North, in front of the whole of the District Committee. 



DISTRICT SPAIN NORTH –cont 

I am delighted to say that the new National Chairperson, Una Cleminson, will be attending the Armed Forces Day Service at Ori-

huela Cathedral on 29 June. 

It is extremely gratifying to note that this will be the very first major overseas event attended by Una and, as such, we are so 

pleased that she has chosen Spain District North in which to do so. Very much a feather in the cap for us all. 

It is therefore imperative that all District Branches make an effort to ensure that it is a success day, which means us all attending in 

good numbers. 

First observed in 2006, Armed Forces Day in the United Kingdom is an annual event to commemorate the service of men and 

women in the British Armed Forces. Here in Spain we hope that the 2019 event will celebrated by representatives from all security 

forces and veterans, including the Irish Services and the Guardia Civil, National and Local Police, in order to raise awareness and 

appreciation of the sacrifices that have been, and are still being made, all over the world, especially by those who are currently on 

active duty. 

As well as Una Cleminson there will be 4 Chelsea Pensioners, led by former RMP (SIB) WO1, Wayne Campbell, who are all flying 

over especially from the Royal Hospital. 

The event itself will take the form of a 

short parade, led by the Torrevieja 

Pipes and Drums, which will start at the 

Tourist Information Office at 5.15, 

followed by a service in the Cathedral 

conducted by District Chaplain Pastor 

Keith Brown and the Dean. The pa-

rade will be the first opportunity for 

us to see Jack Kemp, the new District 

Parade Marshall in ac- tion as he puts 

the Branch Standard Bearers 

through their paces.  

Music will be provided by The Royal 

British Legion Concert Band in Spain, 

led by David Last, with choral accom-

paniment from the Cre- scendo Interna-



ROYAL BRITISH LEGION CONCERT BAND (SPAIN) 

 

 Introducing The Royal British Legion  Concert Band (Spain) Musical Director, Mr David LAST.  David has vast experi-
ence in the musical world including boy soldier at the Home Counties School of Music,Kneller Hall School of Music, 
serving with the Queens Regiment. Went to Australia and on return taking up a position as Principal at Lyceum School 
of Music, Manchester. Had his own youth band. Woodwind player with the  Royal Artillery Band TA. 

 Originally formed in 1996 “The Alpengold Show Band” later changing the name to “The Phoenix Concert Band,” and  
in 2018 became The Royal British Legion Concert Band (Spain). 

We play a wide variety of music, from songs from the musicals, marches ballads, sing-a-long, Novelty pieces, We play 
Carols and hymns for special 

services and special occasions. We are available for all functions in addition to all the branches of the British Legion 
within Spain.  

There are vacancies for musicians, in all sections, brass and woodwinds, percussion, these vacancies need to be filled  
BY YOU   David is changing the concept  of the band by introducing a string section . Already we have one violin player. 
In addition there is a vacancy for a keyboard player. 

If you play any of these instruments come along and have a chat with us over a coffee or contact us by phone or email 
for further information. We are a friendly bunch of mixed Nationalities and you will be made welcome. 

OUR MOTTO :   THE   ONLY WAY  IS  UP 

We rehearse every Tuesday  5.00.pm. to 7.00.pm at the  Community Centre, Los Lomas, Cabo Roig. 

Contact :  David LAST (MD)     Tel :  638.108.078.   

                                                Email :  last.david.1943@gmail.com 

                Jean HEALD. (Sec)   Tel :  630.280.899. 

                                               Email :  orihuelacostarblsec@yahoo.co.uk 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

DISTRICT SPAIN  NORTH-cont  
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PINOSO  (Northern Spain) 

 
Pinoso Branch Grand Spring Ball 2019 

 

Once again on the 4th April the Pinoso Branch held the annual Grand Spring Ball 

and Dinner at the Restaurant El Timón, this being the 4th of these annual events 

with over 160 members and guests attending. 

On arrival each guest was offered a glass of cava, followed by a choice of menu 

with wine through the meal, with the entertainment for the evening being pro-

vided by the well-known duo Bella Luna, which very quickly got everybody up on 

to the dance floor.                          

The star prize for the raffle were tickets for two people at Benidorm Palace and a 

two night stay at the nearby Hotel Deloix, along with prizes donated by local busi-

nesses and advisers. 

Special thanks to committee members Donna Kilgallon, Janice Rawlings, Ralph Gothard and Roger Singleton for all their hard work 

and dedication in the organisation of the event, which has raised the magnificent sum of €2043 towards the Branch Poppy Appeal 

Fund for 2019 

 

                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PINOSO –cont 

 Jumilla Spring Wine Festival 2019 

 

On Saturday 13th April a coach full of RBL Pinoso Branch Members together with family and friends went along to the 

annual Wine Fiesta in the lovely town of Jumilla.  

It was a glorious, sunny day and we spent a wonderful 3 hours tasting the locally produced wines, sampling tapas and 

chatting with the Spanish people who made us all so welcome. 

This year there were more bodegas offering their wines for tasting so the usual venue was changed to the paved road-

way opposite the park, this made it less congested and easier to get access to the particular bodegas people wished to 

sample wine from. 

A merry group made their way home after a special afternoon spent taking part in a lovely Spanish tradition. 

 



ORIHUELA COSTA—District North Spain 

 

 

THE CASE OF THE FATAL FAREWELL -  A Murder Mystery 

Was there indeed a murder……if so, who dun it? 

Members of the Rojales Pantomime Group were asked by the Royal British Legion to entertain their guests by per-

forming a Murder Mystery play at the Phoenix Nights Bar and Restaurant in San Miguel.   Not having done this be-

fore this was definitely a mystery to the nine cast and crew but they rose to the challenge….. a script was written, 

parts were chosen and rehearsals began around Joan’s dining table! 

Around eighty people attended the evening’s perfor-

mance, some of whom dressed for the part as different 

famous sleuths (they were deadly serious).   After a deli-

cious meal, the scene was set and the plot unfolded 

yielding various clues throughout the play.  Before the 

conclusion D.I. Holmes interviewed all the suspects to 

give the audience the chance to decide who, in their 

opinion, was the murderer if, in fact, a murder had been 

committed!  Everyone was asked to fill in a murder form 

indicating their chosen suspect, which created lots of 

speculation and discussions.  The correct answers were then sealed in an evidence bag and, after the conclusion 

had been played out, naming and shaming the murderer, the name of Wendy Cottom was picked out to win a spe-

cial prize. 

An entertaining night was had by all, not least of all by the cast and crew, and most importantly, the Royal British 

Legion raised over 400 euro for the poppy appeal. 

 

Party in the Plaza in support of Royal British Legion 

The Party in the Plaza unfortunately had to be can-

celled on Easter Sunday due to the bad weather 

but it took place last Sunday and was yet another 

great success as Casey Shaddock, President of the 

Plaza and Stevie Spit, pulled out all the stops once 

again to raise funds in support of 2 charities, this 

time the RBL Poppy Appeal and the Franciscan 

Men’s Home in Gandia. 

 

While the Royal British Legion Concert Band played 

to a great applause from the audience inside, a 

parade was lead down to the Plaza by the Torre-

vieja Pipes and Drums, the RBL standards and 

members of the RBL. 

 

With many local artists performing and tombola, 

raffles, auctions throughout the afternoon, Casey and Stevie’s enthusiasm to raise as much as possible, allowed for the 2 chari-

ties to share the great amount of 4000€. 

Many thanks must go to Casey, Stevie, the artists who gave up their time and all the many helpers who made this event such a 

success  



HONDON VALLEY- Spain North  

THE HONDÓN VALLEY BRANCH IN RECENT DRAMA 

DIVAs (Drama in the Valley Association), a fledgling Amateur Dramatic Society in the Hondón Valley, recently staged 
McGillivray & Zerlin’s ‘Murder at Checkmate Manor’. A production that included scripted missed entrances, an undisci-
plined set, miss-timed sound effects, seemingly off-the-cuff dialogue and uncertain lighting, proved to be an entertain-
ing and adventurous choice for their first production. Thankfully, the support of the Hondón de los Frailes Ayun-
tamiento and a small, but effective team of support staff, made everything possible. 
 
Seven of those taking part were members of the local Hondón Valley Branch. The brilliant Sandra Ward, as the scripted 
Chairperson, heralded the start of a production that occasionally reminded me of the fondly remembered ‘Acorn An-
tiques’. The nine member cast, gainfully played the numerous characters and unexpected costume and character 
changes added to the confusion and amusement. Richard de Ste 
Croix’s purposefully troublesome set had a mind of its own, offer-
ing an additional degree of uncertainty.   
 
As a lover of farce, I found the absurdity of the piece, thoroughly 
entertaining.  All the cast were well rehearsed under Lorraine 
Latchford and Julie Cooke’s direction. Anna Woodham as Lady 
Doreen and Barbara Colclough as Pawn kept the gaffe-filled plot 
moving along nicely. Thankfully Joe Logan, playing Daphne, dis-
guised his masculinity well within a tailored tennis skirt: but rein-
vented himself in the closing scene as an Astronaut wearing a 
domestic hot water heater as a back pack! Chris Wyatt, playing 
Inspector O’Reilly with more than a hint of ‘Clouseau’, benefitted 
from wearing the same costume throughout.  Along with his 
“sister” Patricia de Ste Croix, Len Simm  had one of the least de-
manding roles as a wheel-chaired curmudgeon, later playing the 
family solicitor. Last, but by no means least, Peggy Wyatt, as a 
Cook in an inflatable suit, was an extraordinary sight. 
 
Jacqueline Logan, the ‘prompter’, unashamedly sitting amongst 
the audience, was only required once to my knowledge: but I 
could be wrong ... not knowing if her intervention was necessary 
or scripted. Judging by the reaction of those sitting around me, everybody enjoyed the performance. I hope that DIVAs 
continues to entertain us for years to come: particularly those like me, who lack the ambition ... or talent to ‘tread-the-
boards’ themselves!  

 
Those of you with an unfulfilled dream ‘to get up on stage’, are 
cordially invited to contact Julie Cooke at hondondi-
vas@gmail.com. 
 
I leave you with this .... Sir Thomas Beecham is reputed to have 
once remarked, ‘If there is to be a chair for Theatre Critics ... I 
think it had better be an electric one!’ 
 
Peter Broadbent. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Used to seeing recruitment/fundraising stalls by the Royal British Legion, ex-pats in the Mollina area may soon come 
across this expansion.  Alongside but separate from their normal activities this Gazebo is a mini replica of the one 
stop shops established by TRBL in the UK.  As one of the more remote areas of Inland Spain residents may not have 
access to the English speaking services provided on the coast, so this initiative is an attempt to address this imbal-
ance. As well as providing a gateway to RBL services to beneficiaries the intention is to open up access to local gov-
ernment and other services.  Having already established a strategic partnership with 'Association Girasol'  a Spanish 
registered charity providing palliative support in the area covered by Antequera hospital, the intention is to establish 
a directory of local services. 
Barbara Punshon branch secretary explained “as there is a lot of  local autonomy in Spain, services may not be uni-
versal and in some cases provided by the private sector, so without providing any recommendation we want to main-
tain as much information as is possible”. 

 

MOLINA (Southern Spain) 



COIN BRANCH—District Spain South  

2019 PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 

The Coin Branch of the Royal British Legion held its annual Photographic Compe-

tition at La Parilla de Pepe on Wednesday the 20th of March.  The subject was 

Doors and submissions were judged in a single category that was open to all 

branch members. 

First place was awarded to Kerry Newell for a photograph of a quaint door 

framed by two huge trees.  Second place went to Rosie Brown and third to 

Monique Mansfield. 

Chairman Jo Taylor thanked everyone for submitting photographs of such a high 
standard and awarded the Chairman’s choice trophy to Rayah Felgate for a 
quirky loo door picture.  The lucky winners will keep their trophies until March 
2020  

 

 

 

 

BREAKFAST AT ROSIE’S 

Forty-one members and guests of the Coin Branch of the Royal British Legion gathered together under a clear blue 
sky for the annual fund-raising breakfast at Rosie’s at 10am on Saturday the 18th of May.   

The meal got underway with a glass of ice-cold orange juice freshly squeezed by PRO Charles Edwards from two huge 
crates of oranges kindly donated by local grower Bartolome Rojano Madrid.  Diners could choose whatever they 
wanted from the full list of English breakfast ingredients sourced once again from T&S Butchers in Coin.   Jean Merry 
and Anne Hill served the hungry diners a superb selection of food prepared by a team of ten highly-trained cooks and 
bottle washers.  At the end of the meal Chairman Jo Taylor thanked everyone for coming along and helping to raise 
over 200 Euros for the charity.  She also thanked the breakfast team for producing such a sumptuous meal with style 
and a smile. 

If you would like to join this group why not consider coming along to La Parilla de Pepe in Coin at 11am on the first 
and third Wednesday of every month. 



MIJAS COSTA (Southern Spain) 

QUIZ TROPHY MOVES TO MIJAS COSTA 

Every year, several branches of the Royal British Legion, Spain District South, gather together to compete for the Mi-

chael Taylor Trophy.  On Thursday the 24th of May a team of 6 dedicated quizzers from the Coin branch of the Royal 

British Legion travelled to Venta La Recta in Alhaurin El Grande to try and retain the coveted trophy.   Against strong 

opposition from Alhaurin El Grande, Coin, Loja, Molina and Torremolinos the Mijas Costa team claimed an outstand-

ing victory 3 points clear of the field.  Congratulations go to Mijas Costa team and their captain Kevin Fox seen here 

accepting the trophy from Coin Chairman Jo Taylor.  Coin also fielded a B team to run interference for the A team and 

they came a disappointing 4th out of four. There is definitely room for improvement there.  Everyone who took part 

thought it was a wonderful day and complimented Venta La Recta on great food, great wine and great service.  The 

challenge is now on; can Coin regain the trophy in 2020? 



Overseas Branch Directory 

 

DISTRICT SPAIN NORTH      DISTRICT SPAIN SOUTH 

Bordeaux  r.b.l.bordeaux@gmail.com     Central Brittany  secretary@rblbrittany.fr  

Lyon Liberation LyonLiberation.Secretary@RBL.Community  Linazay & Poitou linazay.secretary@rbl.community  

    

Nice-Monaco mhealy@orange.fr      Nord-Pas-De-Calais ancamin@aol.com   

Paris   janetwarby@yahoo.com     The Somme  Somme.Secretary@rbl.community  

Albox            Albox.Chairman@rbl.community   Alhaurin El Grande  hagarmalcolm@hotmail.com   

Alicante  alicantebranchtrbl@hotmail.co.uk    Benajarafe  benajaraferblspainsouth@gmail.com  

Benidorm  Secrblbenidorm@outlook.com    Casabermeja SpainSouth.Secretary@rbl.community  

Calpe   SpainNorth.Secretary@rbl.community  Coin   CHAIRMAN@COINRBL.INFO  

Gandia  gandia.secretary@rbl.community  Duquesa  kevblenkinsopp@gmail.com  

Gran Alacant  granalacant.secretary@gmail.com   Loja   Loja.Secretary@rbl.community  

Hondon Valley   HondonValley.secretary@rbl.community  Los Romanes SpainSouth.Secretary@rbl.community  

Javea   javea.rbl.secretary@gmail.com   Marbella  heather.trbl@yahoo.co.uk  

La Val D’Albaida valdalbaida.secretary@rbl.community  Mijas Costa  mijascosta.secretary@rbl.community  

Menorca  SpainNorth.Secretary@rbl.community  Mollina  barbara.rblmollina@gmail.com  

Mojacar      Mojacar.secretary@rbl.community   Nerja   eddiebowe1@hotmail.com  

Murcia  murcia.secretary@rbl.community   Torremolinos torremolinos.chairman@rbl.community  

Orihuela Costa  OrihuelaCosta.Secretary@rbl.community  

Pinoso  Pinoso.chairman@rbl.community  

Torrevieja  Torrevieja.Chairman@rbl.community  

Zurgena  SpainNorth.Secretary@rbl.community  

 
DISTRICT GERMANY 

Bergen-hohne secretarybergen@googlemail.com   Lippe  jakeporter@gmx.de  

Berlin   fkx55@aol.com      Minden Minden.Secretary@rbl.community  

Bielefeld  tommo.thompson529@aol.com   Muenster Munster.Chairman@rbl.community  

Dortmund  chairman@rbldortmund.de    Osnabruck rblosna@gmail.com  

Fallingbostel-Heide malcolm@gmx.de     Paderborn Paderborn.Chairman@rbl.community  

Gutersloh  germany.secretary@rbl.community   Rheindahlen  Rheindahlen.Secretary@rbl.community  

Hannover  hannover.chariman@rbl.community   Sauerland germany.secretary@rbl.community  

Herford  herford.secretary@rbl.community 

FRANCE 
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BELGIUM 

Brussels Brussels.Chairman@rbl.community   Antwerp Antwerp.Secretary@rbl.community  

Ypres  ypres.chairman@rbl.community  

BRAZIL 

Rio De Janero rblrio@br.inter.net    Sao Paulo agmacdonald.amcon@gmail.com  

OTHERS 

CYPRUS 

Kyrenia info@rblkyrenia.com     Larnaca larnaca.secretary@rbl.community     

Limassol limassol.secretary@rbl.community    Paphos Paphos.Secretary@RBL.community  

USA 

East USA teryburton@aol.com     San Francisco  sweetman@britishlegionusa.com  

Tulsa   e.robertson@tescorp.com  

 

CHANNEL ISLANDS 

Alderney        Guernsey Northern kokane@suremail.gg  

Guernsey Western  davidgrahamwyatt@gmail.com  Jersey    legionjersey@googlemail.com  

Sark    sark.secretary@rbl.community  

 

Belize     shawnawaight@gmail.com  

Santiago (Chile)   m.d.watkins@outlook.com  

Falklands    falklandislands.chairman@rbl.community  

Fiji     rblunionjack@connect.com.fj  

Gibraltar    lopez1940@gibtelecom.net  

Holland    secretary@trblhollandbranch.nl  

Hong Kong & China  rblhk@netvigator.com  

Japan (Tokyo)   Tokyo.Secretary@rbl.community  

Kenya     jenniferlarby@gmail.com  

Malta     Malta.secretary@rbl.community  

Portugal    Secretary-susanmbannister@gmail.com  

Switzerland    swiss.secretary@rbl.community  

Chonburi Thailand   chonburi.secretary@rbl.community  
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This newsletter is produced on a quarterly basis on the following dates in 2019:  

Monday, 2nd September—article deadline August  26th 2019 

Monday  2nd December—article deadline November 25th 2019 

Please send any news items in Word format only  to email address: 
overseassupport@britishlegion.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately after 19 months working with Overseas my secondment has come to an end. I will 

be staying with  TRBL  but will now be covering Staffordshire. I have really enjoyed my time with 

the Overseas Branches, I have met some wonderful volunteers and have been lucky enough to 

visit some of you. I am very sad to be leaving. 

On a positive note Kayleigh Harris will be returning as your MSO  and I am sure you will enjoy 

working with her again. 

It is an exciting time for Overseas  as you now  have an Area Manager who I know is looking for-

ward to getting to know you all. 

Best wishes to all of you for the future. 

Heather Mason 
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