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From the Chairman : Stuart Hume 
As I started my last year of Office I realised what a challenging year it was going to be to fulfil all the decisions that had 
been made to Commemorate the 100 years since the end of WW1. Seeing as we do not believe in failure at the Sudbury 
Branch I realised that this was really going to be a challenge but of course I need not have worried – as we never allowed 
this to happen!  
Through the year our faces were again shown at the Gt Cornard Fete and Party in the Park with the Branch Gazebo. At 
Party in the Park Standard Bearers and Piper Trish took part with the Phoenix Marchers for an early morning Display of 
Marching with the inclusion of the Exhortation, a Minutes Silence and Reveille after which the Marchers completed their 
Demonstration.  
June 6

th
 saw a Bus Trip to the Horse Guards Parade where we all enjoyed the Beat The Retreat thanks to Keith Bunn for 

arranging this. Arriving home late but well worth the effort! Another trip to London on September 11
th
 organised by  

Margaret and Maureen for the Ceremony of the Keys at the Tower of London and which was again a late night home.  
There were five Speakers through the year all of which were very interesting and very much appreciated. Two of the 
Speakers donated their full fee of £40 each back to the Branch into the Legionnaires account as a donation towards the 
cost of a bus trip out in the future. 
I must thank Dean for his continuous efforts with the Web Site which people now seem to be using more to make contact 
with the Branch. Dean also organised the Coasters which all sold except one and resulted in a profit of £80 for the Poppy 
Appeal. It has been suggested that we have a new Coaster every year for the next three years depicting important dates 
and events from the British Legion Calendar. A suggestion that one Coaster from each of the four years be saved and 
framed as a Raffle prize for a special Commemorative Dinner in the future perhaps in 2021 which will be the 100 years 
since the formation of the British Legion. 
On the 16

th
 October Ormiston Academy hosted the Festival of Remembrance again and on the 22

nd
 November all 

Schools in Sudbury, Gt Cornard and Gt Waldingfield were invited to take part in a Schools Concert of Commemoration 
for 100 years of the end of WW1. Sadly three were unable to take part however of those Schools in attendance they put 
on a fantastic display thoroughly enjoyed by all present. It was after the event that I was told that the children had done 
their own research and designed their own performance. For children so young being 9 to 11 range it was a performance 
never to be forgotten. I thank them all. 
November 8

th
 local schools attended local Cemeteries with Commonwealth War Graves and this was organised by 

Shirley Smith. At Sudbury Cemetery the children were told about the Soldier whose Grave it was and on the hour of 
11.00 o’clock Trish Piped and a branch member said the Exhortation followed by one Minutes Silence being observed 
after which the Children placed Crosses on the War Graves. Other members visited four other War Grave Cemeteries 
locally. 
Commemorations finished with a Commemorative Dinner at The Bull Hotel Long Melford on November 24

th
 with 90  

people attending and everyone enjoying a fabulous evening. I must thank Dean Scott and Chris Fisher for all the work 
they put into the evening making it a great success. Dean for organising the evening and Chris for visiting local  
Businesses to obtain donated Raffle Prizes the proceeds of which were donated to the Poppy Appeal. Cynthia and I wish 
to thank everyone for the Presentation made to us during the evening on our standing down from Secretary and  
Chairman. 
 I would like to thank Lee Grant for taking on the position of Secretary never having been a Secretary before. You must 
now all realise that Lee requires your full support. Finally I thank Len, Colin, Cynthia, Jane, and all Committee members 
for their hard work during the year. Thank you too to you the Members for your continued support of the Branch. Colin is 
your new Chairman and you must stand behind him taking the Branch forward. 
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LIVE ON 

Phoenix Marchers Affiliation 

Stuart & Cynthia Hume with 
their presentation 

Launch Day collectors 
Students from 
TGS laying 
Crosses at  
Lt Cornard 
Church 



Branch Community Support Representative: 
Jane Brockbank 

A Happy and Healthy New Year to all our Members 
from the Sudbury and District Branch Community 
Support Team.  The BCS Team are ready to visit 
Beneficiaries again this year, we have a couple of 
new people who have join our Visiting Team. 
The contact number for anyone who feels they would 
like someone to call on them or to telephone them 
for a chatter is 01787 376050 and I can arrange for 
one of the team to contact you. 
If you have knowledge of an ex-service person or a 
dependant that needs some assistance or help then 
please pass this information on to me and  we will 
make contact with them and see what their needs 
maybe. This can be anything from someone to chat 
with, to get information or assistance with a Mobility 
aid or something more. 
Please do not hesitate to contact the team on the 
above number however small your problem maybe, it 
is always better to talk about a problem as someone 
else may have an answer or be able to signpost you 
in the right direction. 
Over the past year we have regularly been visiting 
Mellish House and several ex-service persons and 
dependents. We have an information stand at the 
Stour Valley Food Bank once a month for people to 
come and chat and this year there will be a  
representation at Sudbury on Show, Come along 
and find us for a chat. 
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Rod H Kilby 

This years Poppy Appeal stands at £53,105.78 

Facebook page  is 
The Royal British legion Sudbury Suffolk 

Poppy Appeal: Stuart Hume 
The 2017/18 campaign was again a record amount finishing at £49, 958.19 which was almost £3,000 more than the 
2016/17 amount. However as I write this the total for this year stands at £51,589.17 . Far beyond expectations but even 
so another record year this early! Thank you to everyone who has given time delivering and collecting back boxes,  
collecting, counting etc. I am proud of the comradeship we all share not only at Remembrance but by helping each other 
throughout the year. 
The Gazebo in Sudbury for the three Saturdays of Remembrance raised a record £3979.23 and I thank everyone who 
helped erect and take down the Gazebo each week and  Rod and Sandi Kilby together with helpers for giving their time 
to running this. Shirley Smith continues to manage the static Business Boxes together with all the Home Boxes and 
£1932.19 was banked during the 2017/18 year. Shirley is now busy counting and banking monies from Boxes for this 
year and to date the total banked is £784.64. 
Ormiston Academy once again held a Festival of Remembrance before the Launch of the Poppy Appeal and to round off 
the Appeal local Primary Schools joined together for a Schools Commemoration Concert being the 100 years since the 
end of WW1. We had 5 Primary Schools together with the Ormiston Space Dancers to re-enact some of the WW1  
Stories and events and I can assure you this was truly a magnificent effort by all the Students attended by Parents and 
ourselves. 
Finally the Poppy Appeal Awards night will be held at the Snooker Club on Wednesday 23

rd
 January starting at 7.30 p.m. 

Refreshments will be served afterwards and there will also be a Raffle. Do come along to this event and give your  
support to those who will be receiving Awards. Members are asked to help either with some food or to bring a Raffle 
Prize which we would be very grateful for. 

Membership news : Colin Smith 
Membership stands at 150 with three new members joining us 
over Remembrance tide.  
Membership has fluctuated up and down this year as some 
members did not renew due to not being able to attend meet-
ings but we have managed to recruit some new members to 
keep numbers steady. 
Attendance to business meetings has been good and open 
nights have been well supported so my thanks to those who 
have organised or catered for those meetings. Also thanks to 
those members who have attended area meetings with the 
County Chairman and Vice Chair. 
We have tried to recruit at Party in the Park and Gt Cornard fete 
and were pleased to have the Phoenix marchers affiliate with us 
during the year. 
All in all a steady year I feel where numbers have finished up 
much where they were last year. This will be my last report as 
Membership Secretary as I have been elected as Chairman 
again but membership will stay in house as my wife Shirley is 
taking the reins on this sometimes frustrating job.  

Poppy Awards recipient's 


