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YOUR POPPY SUPPORTS THE ARMED FORCES PAST AND PRESENT 

 

 

    

  

POPPY APPEAL 2018 

This Poppy Appeal, as we mark 100 years since 

the end of the First World War, The Royal 

British Legion is asking the nation to say ‘Thank 

You’ to the First World War generation who 

served, sacrificed and changed our world. We 

all have a connection to the First World War and 

the Legion is encouraging every person in the 

UK and abroad to recognise the legacy that 

 

MEMBERS SUPPORTING THE APPEAL 

Every year Legion members of all ages around 

the world volunteer to raise funds for the Armed 

Forces community and remember those who 

served their country and made the ultimate 

sacrifice. Your involvement is crucial in ensuring 

that the Legion’s work continues for the next 

generation of veterans, currently serving 

personnel and their families and your 

View the PDF version 
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generation left us. Generations of the Armed 

Forces have continued to serve, sacrifice and 

change our world since the First World War, and 

we recognise their outstanding contribution and 

thank them also. 

 

 
 

contribution is very much appreciated. Here are 

the stories of four of our members who shared 

their experience of being Poppy Appeal 

Organisers and Collectors and explained why 

they are proud to support the Poppy Appeal.  

 

 
 
 

 

 

    

  

POPPY INSTALLATION TO LAUNCH THE 

APPEAL 

To launch the appeal a six metre high poppy 

installation has been unveiled to the public at 

the National Maritime Museum in Greenwich, 

London.  Poppy red threads featuring messages 

from the First World War generation reach out 

from this central point and are positioned to face 

in the exact direction of poignant partner 

locations across the UK. 

 

 
 

 

I THINK ABOUT THOSE WHO HAVE LOST 

THEIR FATHER OR MOTHER JODIE OLDER 

“When you’re standing there during the Two 

Minute Silence, you don’t know what the people 

around you have been through. If they have a 

family member, or if they themselves were part 

of it. Everybody’s different, so not every act of 

Remembrance is the same but the poppy is 

the same.” Said Jodie Older, currently serving in 

the Queen Alexandra’s Royal Nursing Corps.  

 

 
 
 

 

Have you seen the Poppyshop First World War and Service Pins collections? 

Read Jodie's story >  Find out more > 

 Read the stories > Find out more > 
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Use the discount code MEMBER15 to get 15% off 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

PETER WATKINS, A VETERAN REMEMBERS 

THE TIME HE SERVED IN SALALAH IN 1965 

Peter Watkins, joined the RAF when he was 18 

years old and in 1965 was posted to Salalah 

where he served for 12 months during the 

Dhofar Rebellion. Peter was trained as a typist. 

After his service, Peter used his typing skills to 

get a job with the Daily Telegraph which led to a 

successful career in the newspaper industry. 

 

 
 
 

 

FREE COFFEE OR TEA FOR  POPPY 

APPEAL VOLUNTEERS 

Are you a Poppy Appeal Collector, Poppy 

Appeal Organiser or Cross planter? From 1st – 

20th November, our partner Starbucks, will be 

offering a free tall size filter coffee or hot brewed 

tea to Poppy collectors, PAOs and Cross-

planters, available at their stores across the UK 

(excluding NI, also excluding the Republic of 

Ireland). To claim the offer please make sure 

you wear a LIVE ON t-shirt or have a PAO ID or 

collector's badge. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 Read Peter's story > 

View the collection > View the collection > 
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THE POPPY COLLECTION® - M&S 

Our partners M&S have joined our Thank You 

movement! To mark the centenary they're 

saying Thank You with The Poppy Collection® 

which includes over 20 products this year, from 

brooches and cufflinks to silk scarves and 

earrings, with all profits going to the Legion. 

This year they're aiming to raise a staggering 

£1m which will go towards funding the Legion’s 

Admiral Nurse service, which directly supports 

people with dementia and their carers. 

 

 
 

 

PLAY THE NEW POPPY POWER BINGO 

Mecca Bingo has teamed up with the Legion to 

show support for our Armed Forces community, 

past and present by launching a new charity 

bingo game. 5p from each play of the new 

Poppy Power bingo game will be donated to the 

Legion. Mecca Bingo have created a special 

offer for Legion members, register at your local 

Mecca Bingo club and for £5 this includes all the 

bingo, a free soft drink, a £5 matchplay slots 

voucher and a £2 cashline voucher. 

 

 
 
 

 

Did you know that... 

Find your closest Mecca Bingo club > Shop The Poppy Collection® > 
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Every person on EveryOne Remembered has 

been left a tribute to commemorate their life! 

Thank you for ensuring that over one million 

sacrifices will not be forgotten. 
 
 

 

More than 16,800 Legion members have taken 

part in our membership survey. Thank you to 

everyone who contributed and completed the 

survey.  
 
  

 

 
 

 

 

ARMISTICE DAY AT THE NMA 

The National Memorial Arboretum will be 

holding a moving service of Remembrance on 

Sunday 11 November at the base of the Armed 

Forces Memorial. Everyone is encouraged to 

attend the event, which is free to attend and is 

not ticketed. A parade and wreath laying will 

also take place during the day which will see 

those assembled mark 100 years since the 

signing of the Armistice. Special parking 

arrangements will apply on the day at the 

Arboretum. 

 

NEW THANK YOU LESSON PLANS 

We’ve partnered with the National Literacy Trust 

to create a series of free downloadable lesson 

plans and teacher support materials.  The 

lessons are planned to take place in the week 

leading up to Remembrance Sunday. Please 

help us spread the word by sharing these with 

your local schools.  

Have you organised a Thank You activity or 

event? Please send us pictures of your Thank 

You activities to thankyou@britishlegion.org.uk 

with the name and date of the activity. 
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ROYAL CHARTER -  HAVE YOUR SAY 

We are reviewing the Royal Charter which 

defines what the Legion does as a charity. The 

proposed changes might influence aspects of 

the Legion’s work including elections, 

beneficiaries and Remembrance activities. This 

is your last chance to take part in our survey 

which will be open until 31st October and 

provide us with feedback. We’d like to thank 

everyone who has already taken part and 

encourage all members to complete the survey.  

 

 
 

 

THE LEGION PUB QUIZ IS BACK 

The Legion Pub Quiz is back with brand new 

questions for teams to puzzle over. From tin-foil 

sculpting to taste-test relays; our interactive pub 

quiz celebrates the best of British.  

Join thousands of people in November in 

hosting a pub quiz like no other to raise money 

for our Armed Forces community. Hosting is 

easy; we’ll send your FREE pack with 

everything you need for a fun-filled quiz night to 

entertain friends and family. 

 

 
 
 

 

Have you helped a beneficiary in your community? 

We know RBL Branches and Members are reaching out to and supporting local 

beneficiaries. We’d like to hear some of your examples of how you’ve helped beneficiaries 

and their families in your community.  

We would like to share your stories in a future edition of the e-newsletter. If you want to be 

featured please send an email to Membershipcomms@britishlegion.org.uk with your name, 

branch and a description of how you’ve helped the beneficiary. We might not be able to 

publish every story but we aim to share as many of your stories as possible. 

 

 
 

 

Going back in time 

Find out more > Take the survey > 

Find out more > Find out more > 
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From The Royal British Legion Magazine December, 1940 
 
 

 

 

Miss Cecilia Edwards decorates the Lord Mayor of London with his Poppy 

 

 

 
 

 

This month's poll 

 

 
 

How are you supporting the Poppy Appeal? 

 

1. I am a Poppy Collector 

2. I am a Poppy Appeal Organiser 

3. I support the Appeal by helping with logistics/administration 

(e.g. distributing Poppy boxes, counting money)  

4. I am organising my own fundraising activity, event or challenge 

(e.g. walking or cycling challenge) 

5. I am organising/attending a fundraising event or activity for the 

community (e.g. local Remembrance event) 

6. I am not supporting the Appeal 

7. Other 
 
 

 

 

 Take part in the poll > 

https://e-britishlegion.org.uk/t/1LKB-5Y0KW-P1NIC7-3CGCW2-1/c.aspx


 

 
 

 

Last month's poll and results 

How are you taking part in the Legion's Thank You movement and saying Thank You to the WW1 

generation? 

1. I am organising or engaging the local community to 

organise a Thank You activity - 20.48% 

2. I am attending a Thank You event/activity organised 

by my branch for members and the community - 22.89% 

3. I am organising my own personal Thank You activity - 

16.87% 

4. I am planning a commemorative activity which isn’t 

part of the Thank You movement - 36.14% 

5. I've never heard of the Thank You movement - 19.28% 

6. Other - 13.25%  
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO JOIN 
 

Our members play a vital role in ensuring  that The Royal British Legion can continue to 

provide support to the Armed Forces community as well as upholding the importance of 
Remembrance. Share this email with others you think might be interested in Legion 

membership. 

 

 
 

 

If you have any questions about the e-newsletter, please don’t hesitate to contact me. If you have 

questions about your membership card or want to change your home or email address please 

contact our Membership Services team MembershipServices@britishlegion.org.uk 

 

Best wishes, 
 
 

 

Dimitra Nikolakopoulou 

Membership Communications Officer 

membershipcomms@britishlegion.org.uk  
 
 

 

     

 

 

   
 

FOLLOW THE LEGION 
 
 

 

   
 

 

 

 Join now! 
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QUICK LINKS 

Membership  

Get support  

Poppy Shop  

 
 

  
 

CONTACT US 

The Royal British Legion, 199 Borough High St 

London SE1 1AA. 

 

 

membershipcomms@britishlegion.org.uk 
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