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In all the major theatres of the war the German-led central Powers faced strong offensives from the Allies 
and were either retreating, to secure better defensive positions, or on the verge of collapse. In the Middle 
East, British Commonwealth forces entered Damascus and later in the month seized oil fields around 
Mosul, whilst French naval forces occupied Beirut. Facing imminent collapse, by the end of the month the 
Turkish Government sought an armistice.  

In Italy, Italian and Allied Forces put the Austo-Hungarian army under severe pressure and in securing 
bridgeheads across the River Piave were able to exploit this success, eventually dividing the enemy 
forces in Northern Italy. The Austro-Hungarian forces slowly but surely lost morale, disintegrated and early 
in November their political authorities also sought an armistice. 

On the Western Front, the key to overall success, and ultimately to yield victory, the alliance of British, 
French, American and Belgian forces kept the German Army on the back foot and steadily pushed them 
out of the Hindenburg line. Whilst the German Army was not at the point of immediate collapse, morale 
was dropping and General Ludendorff, the mastermind behind the 1918 Spring Offensives, was replaced, 
possibly as a reaction to his view that the German army should seek an armistice.  As a sign of growing 
disillusionment, the German  High Seas Fleet was rocked by mutinies, adding to the worries of the 
German Government that revolution was likely on the home front. By late October/early November 
prospects were full of promise of an end to the Great War. 

The 5th (Cinque Ports) Battalion of the Royal Sussex Regiment spent the month in Italy, based at 
Granezza, engaged in their usual pioneering work of dugouts, maintenance of roads and camouflage at 
the forward area.  By the 29th of the month, owing to the reported enemy withdrawal, the battalion was 
suddenly engaged in building roads forward from the British front line towards Asiago. They were heavily 
shelled the following day; casualties during the month 1 Officer a 4 O.R.s wounded. 

Nationally the House of Commons voted to allow women to become MPs. The greatest enemy of the 
Government at home was the influenza epidemic, which caused over 2,000 London deaths in one week 
in late October and many schools were having to close to stem the spread of the disease. 

Locally, authorities were also extremely worried about the onset and consequences of influenza;  local 
schools were being carefully monitored and many, if not all, theatres, cinemas and public meeting halls 
were being closed until further notice.  

As the allied forces in France and elsewhere reported significant successes the public mood, after four 
long weary years, was stimulated into a febrile state by rumours and hearsay. In Tunbridge Wells a 
surrender rumour spread swiftly, based on a supposed telegram exhibited in the K&SC Office window, 
who reported ‘much inconvenience was caused by having to contradict this mischevious invention’.  
Similar rumours occurred in other towns throughout England and the K&SC eventually put it all down to 
‘the work of German Agents.’ As hopes soared of an early end to the war, the Daily Telegraph canvassed 
the opinion of English Mayors on possible German peace proposals. The Mayors of Kent and Sussex 
(sic) were quoted as being unanimous in favour of no compromise with the Boche. 

In Mayfield, at the monthly WI meeting several novel lectures/talks provided food for thought ; such as 
“Laundry work made easy; different methods of extracting sugar from sugar beet and a competition for 
the use of ‘apparently useless articles’.  The allotment committee resolved to send a letter protesting at 
the encroachment of allotment land by Mr J Cornford, who had recently installed a suspect boundary 
fence. The PC discussed a letter from the District Council asking (the PC) if they considered more 
cottages were wanted in the district. The PC decided to respond that 20 cottages were wanted, but that 
they would like more particulars of the scheme.  

Uckfield Military Tribunal: The K&SC 18/10/18 P2 reported: ‘Exemption for three months was allowed in 
the case of A. Moss, 40, general carman at Mayfield for Messrs Lister & Sons. Three months exemption 
for certified occupations were granted to J.A. Kemp,41, grocer’s manager, employed by Mr John Booker, 
at Mayfield. and Mr W Balcombe grocer and draper, Colkins Mill, Mayfield.  



In Hospital: The K&SC 11/10/18 P6 reported: Sapper E W Lusted Royal Engineers, son of Mrs Lusted, 
Albert Villas, has been severely burnt with liquid fire and is in hospital in England. 

On leave:  Private H Hart, Middlesex Regiment, who was severely burnt with mustard gas at 
Passchendaele is home on convalescence leave. Gunner E Faulkner, RFA, who was gassed on 5th 
August is home on hospital leave.    

There are five names recorded on the Mayfield and Five Ashes War memorials for October 1918: 

Charles Rogers. Rifleman. 1st Battalion, Kings Royal Rifle Corps. 
Service No R/41901.  Charles was killed in action during the 
advance at the Battle of Cambrai 8 October 1918 aged 19 . He is 
buried in the Rumilly-En-Cambresis, Communal Cemetery 
Extension, France.   

Charles was born 1899 in Mayfield to parents Harry (variously 
gardener, labourer,bricklayer) and Jessie (nee Raymond). He was 
the youngest of seven children (4 brothers and 2 sisters) and spent 
his entire life in Mayfield living at Mist (or Miss) Cottages, Station 
Road. Two of his siblings were step-brothers from his mother’s first 
marriage. Nothing is known of his early years, or of his occupation 
prior to enlisting in the Army at Kensington.  

His service records are missing and it is unknown whether he 
enlisted or was conscripted into the army. The circumstances of his 
death are also unknown, although his battalion 1 KRRR was one of 
the lead units engaged at the Battle of Cambrai in the successful 
attack on Forenville where their objecrive was the trench line 
between Seranvillers and Nierrgnies.  

Image 1, Charles Rogers, Kent and Sussex Courier 

The Kent &Sussex Courier 1/11/18 P3 reported briefly: ‘ Mr & Mrs Rogers of Station Road, Mayfield have 
received news that their youngest son was killed in action on October 9th. His eldest brother is now in 
hospital in Edinburgh wounded, another brother has been discharged from the army after malaria in 
Serbia and another brother is still serving.’   

It is probable that his four brothers all served during the war, although current research has only positively 
identified two of the associated military records. Phillip his eldest brother served with the 4th Battalion 
London Regiment (honourable discharge in 1916) and Frank who served with the 5th Battalion Royal 
Sussex Regiment between 1914-1919 in France and Italy.  

Mother Jessie died in February 1923 after a long illness at which time the local newspaper's obituary 
referred to the loss of a son during the Great War which may be an indication that this fact contributed to 
her declining health. 



Victor James Somerset French. 2nd Lieutenant. 1st Battalion 
Irish Guards. Victor was killed in action 10 October 1918 aged 
and is buried in Carnieres Communal Cemetery Extension. 
Nord. France. 

Victor was born in Kensington, London 1898 to parents Sir 
Somerset Richard (Civil Servant) and Josphine (nee Murphy). 
He had one older sister Norah, who was probably born in South 
Aftrica. Somerset was a senior Civil Servant who spent many 
years in South Africa organising and assisting in the introduction 
of postal and telegraph services for the Post Office in Cape 
Colony, Rhodesia and British Bechuanaland from 1870-1900. In 
recognition of this service and other services during the Boer 
War he was created KCMG in 1901.  

Image 2, Victor French, Winchester College at War 
Victor had one sister and in 1911 the family were residing at 
Aylwins, Mayfield, although both Victor and his sister were 
absent on census day. Victor was a boarder at West Downs, 
Winchester School and later that year continued his education 
at Winchester College until 1917, where he was head of house 
in his final year.  The only other record of Victor’s early years is 
a mention in the K&SC 26/4/07 P10 where he is reported as 
participating in a musical and dramatic entertainment entitled, 

“Dolly’s Dream’ as a member of the Children’s Union in aid of the 
C of E’s Waifs and Strays Society. 

In May 1917 he entered Sandhurst and was later commissioned into the Irish Guards. His brief Record of 
Service shows his height as 6’ 3”, suggesting an imposing figure in uniform.  He was sent to 
France,arriving 2nd October 1918, where as a 2nd Lt. he joined No. 4 Company, 1st Battalion Irish 
Guards. Eight days later he went into action for the first time, in command of a platoon of advanced 
scouts whose duty was to follow up the retreating enemy. As reported by Rudyard Kipling: The Irish 
Guards in the Great War (1923): “The Battalion assembled next morning (the 10th) in the dark, and 
reinforced by VII Corps Cyclists and a Battery of field guns, went forth into France at large, after a retiring 
enemy. Nothing happened for a couple of miles, when they reached the outskirts of Beauvais-en-
Cambrensis, on the Cambrai-Le Cateau road, where a single sniper from one of the houses shot and 
killed 2nd Lt French.”   

The K&SC 25/10/18 P6 reported as follows:  ‘Writing to Sir Somerset French, the Captain commanding 
his son’s Company said “He was in command of a platoon of advanced scouts and was killed either by a 
sniper or MG bullet. All the Non-Com Officers and men speak in very high terms of the gallant way he 
lead them, and I may add the whole attack was dependent on its success, on the way my Company 
advanced. Under heavy fire your son showed the greatest personal bravery and absolute disregard of 
danger in leading and encouraging his men to push on. I was quite close to him when he fell, and 
immediately went to his assistance, but found him quite dead.”  A  Major in the same Company writes “His 
work throughout the morning, until he fell, shot between the eyes, was invaluable to the advance of the 
whole Battalion. His loss will be deeply regretted by all the Officers. I hope it will be of some consolation 
to you to know that he was killed instantaneously.”  

Throughout his time in Mayfield ie before, during and after the war Sir Somerset French took an active 
and energetic part in many local/county  committees and government initiatives, acting on behalf of 
Mayfield and surrounding districts. As was the case for numerous families, the war was a sad and tragic 
time personally for Somerset and Josephine French. During the years of the war their only daughter died 
in 1915, and their only son was killed, within a month of the end of the war.  Somerset and his wife 
continued to live at Aylwins for the rest of their lives. Both remained active within the community eg 
Somerset  was Chairman of the War Memorial Committee until his death, after a seizure, in May 1929; 
Josephine died the following year August 1930.  A memorial service was held on each occasion at St 
Dunstans before a burial at Brompton Cemetery. 



Stuart Campbell Taylor DSO. Brigadier General. General 
Staff. Stuart died of wounds 11 October 1918 aged and is 
buried La Kreule Military Cemetery, Hazebrouck. France.  

Stuart was born in Oxford 1872 to parents James (Organist at 
New College, Oxford) and Eliza A Campbell Taylor. Details of 
his family have only been found on the 1881 census, no other 
before or since. Stuart had five siblings, two older sisters and 
three younger brothers.  All six children carrried Campbell as a 
second name. He attended the Dragon School, Oxford in his 
early years before moving on to Bedford Grammar School 
where he is recorded as a boarder in the 1891 census.  

Image 3, Stuart Campbell Taylor, WW1 Cemeteries 

Commissioned into the King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry in 1892 , he served in Tirah on the North West 
Frontier; Mauritius; South Africa; Crete and Northern Nigeria before retiring from the Army in 1911. He 
rejoined his Regiment on the outbreak of war, taking command of 11th Battalion Kings Own Yorkshire 
Light Infantry. In May 1915 he was promoted to command the 15th Battalion West Yorkshire Regiment 
(The Leeds Pals) where he was described by his men as ‘a martinet but very fair’. 

Wounded in May 1916 he was not with his men on July 1st when they attacked towards the village of 
Serre  at 7.30 AM on the first morning of the Somme offensive; and where the Battalion lost 15 Officers 
and 233 killed in the opening stages of the battle. In May 1917, and still in command of the Battalion, he 
was awarded the DSO for conspicuous gallantry; and in March 1918 promoted to Brigadier General in 
command of 93rd Brigade, 31st Division. On the morning of 1st October he was on a tour of inspection of 
his brigade when he was fatally injured by an enemy shell. He died ten days later.  

The Leeds Mercury 19/7/17 reported the citation for his award of the DSO: ‘for conspicuous gallantry 
when in command of the right of an infantry attack. The attacking troops having been compelled to fall 
back, he collected remnants of his Battalion and about 100 men of other units and, regardless of a heavy 
fire, he organised these in defence of a position and by his fine example of courage and skill he 
succesfully resisted three counter attacks and thus saved a critical situation.’ 

His death was reported in the the West Sussex Gazette 14/11/18 P1: ‘On the 11th Ult. at a Casualty 
Clearing Station, of wounds received on the 1st Ult.  Brig. General Stuart Campbell Taylor DSO, eldest 
son of the late James Taylor Mus. Doc., of Threlfall and New College, Oxford and of Mrs Taylor, 
Rotherdale, Mayfield.  

Stuart is also commemorated in St Mary’s Church,North Mymms, Welwyn Hatfield where one of a pair of 
bells was hung with the following inscription: ‘The second bell was hung in this tower on July 11th 1920 in 
Memory of Stuart Campbell Taylor DSO Brig. Gen. Commanding 93rd Brigade, late Lt. Col. commanding 
XVth Service Battalion W.Yorks Reg. and formerly Capt. King’s Own Yorks. Light Infantry. Born 2nd June 
1872 died in the sdrvice of his country in France 11th October 1918.’  Research has not revealed the 
connection with Welwyn or North Mymms. 

It is unknown how long Mrs Eliza A Campbell Taylor resided in Mayfield and, curiously,  she appears to 
have shared the same address ,Rotherdale, Fir Toll Road with the mother of another Officer recorded on 
the Mayfield War Memorial ie Lt Col Percival Naylor Kent. Mrs Eliza A Taylor died in January 1925 and is 
buried in St Dunstan’s Churchyard.  



Two of Stuart’s brothers are known to have served in WWI. Leonard Campbell Taylor was an official war 
artist serving with the Surrey Volunteer Regiment 1916-17 and in 1918 became a lieutenant with the 
RNVR . Both before and after WWI he was renowned as an artist.  Colin Macrieff Campbell Taylor served 
with 3rd Battalion Royal Sussex Regiment. In civilian life he attained fame as a Composer of music. 
Following in the footsteps of their father James, the two sisters of Stuart (May and Leila) both achieved 
success in the classical music world as violinists.  

Frederick Gordon Bayley. DFC. 204 Sq Royal Air Force. P.I. 18820. Frederick was killed in action above 
Termonde, Oost-Vlaanderen, Belgium  23rd October 1918 and is buried in the Cement House Cemetery, 
Langemark, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium.  

It is believed that Frederick Gordon Bayley, as recorded on the Mayfield War Memorial, has been 
wrongly identified. For the record brief details of Frederick, as recorded on the memorial, are as follows. 

Frederick was born 1895 in South Africa. Mothers name A B Bayley. Nothing is known of his early years 
and his employment between 1911 and 1914 was as an Engineer in one of the local diamond mines. His 
RAF service records reveal that he joined the RFC in July 1917 as a Fitter but in October of the same 
year was discharged at South Farnborough with the comment’: ‘his services are no longer required 
having been appointed to a temporary commission 2nd Lt on probation on the General List for duty with 
the RFC’ . His military character was noted as Good and also as Keen & Efficient’. One month later he ‘re 
enlists’ and is appointed 2nd Lt. a position he holds over subsequent months of various training/posting 
assignments. His record finally notes that he is ‘missing’ on the 23 October 1918 and struck off the 
strength of 204 Sq. In January 1920 it is recorded that his death is accepted as at 23.10.18.  
The circumstances of his death are briefly recorded on the Walmer Airfield Memorial as follows:  
‘Frederick was killed in action above Termonde, oost-Vlaanderen, Belgium , whilst taking part in a high 
offensive patrol which was comprised of Sopwith Camels that had taken off from their base at 08.30 hrs , 
at which time Frederick was flying machine No E4420. Leading the patrol was 27 year old Captain 
Thomas Walter Nash DFC from Littlehampton, Sussex who was also killed and is buried in the next grave 
to Frederick at Cement House Cemetery, Langemark, Belgium. A total of five 204 Sq Aircraft were lost 
when the patrol was involved in aerial combat with twelve enemy aircraft  of Marinefeldjasta 1, which had 
taken off from their base in Aertryke.’  

It is believed that the correct name which is missing from the war memorial is that of: 

Charles George Gordon Bayly. Lieutenant 56th Field 
Company, Royal Engineers and No 5 Sq Royal Flying Corps. 
Gordon, as he was known, was killed in action 22nd August 
1914 aged 23 and is buried in Tournai Communal Cemetery, 
Allied Extension. Hainaut. Belgium. 

Gordon was born in 1891 at Rondebosch, Cape Colony, South 
Africa to parents Brackenbury Bayly. MIEE (Cape Civil 
service) and  Beatrice Mary Jesser (nee Coope).  He was 
educated at the Diocesian College School, Rondesbosch, 
Cape Colony; St Edmund’s Preparatory School, Hindhead, 
Surrey; St Paul’s School, Hammersmith and finally at the 
Royal Military Academy, Woolwich. At all the schools he took a 
prominent position in athletics, sporting activities and 
academic studies. He was talented at cricket/football but also 
achieved a high standard at boxing, swimming, horse riding 
and rugby; the latter game he followed through to playing for 
Rosslyn Park Rugby Club.  

Image 4, Gordon Bayly, WW1 Remembrance 



He was gazetted to the Royal Engineers at Chatham in 1911 as 2nd Lt.  where at the School of MIlitary 
Engineering he also passed a test for a pilot’s certificate in 1913. Gazetted Lt. in the same year he was 
posted to 50th Field Company at Bulford Camp.  

Whilst there in 1914 he joined the Royal Flying School at Upavon and on the outbreak of war was 
gazetted to No. 5 Sq RFC. On the 12th August he flew to Amiens and onwards to Maubeuge where the 
British had concentrated airborn resources in 
support of the BEF. 

Gordon was killed 22 August 1914 whilst on 
reconnaissance duty over the German forces 
in the neighbourhood of Enghien-Russily as 
an observer, with 2nd Lt Waterfall as Pilot. 
Their aeroplane, an Avro 504 (No 390), 
dropped down to a very low altitude in order 
to view German formations and equipment 
and made one pass unmolested, taking the 
Germans by surprise.  

Image 5, Avro 504, Memorial de Rebecq 

Turning and making a second pass, the Germans had recovered their composure and directed heavy 
infantry gunfire on the airplane which crashed down and then burst into flames as the fuel ignited. The 
bodies were hastily buried in makeshift graves by the Germans. Both bodies were exhumed at an early 
opportunity by local Belgians under the supervision of a local Parish Priest and their bodies placed in zinc 
lined coffins in the vault of a local cemetery.  They remained in situ until 1924 when the Imperial War 
Graves Commission (now Commonwealth War Graves Commission, CWGC) had them re-buried in 
Tournai. For a detailed report of this incident read the online site ‘Memorial de Rebecq.’ 

Gordon Bayly was undoubtedly a talented individual with an aptitude which allowed him to shine at so 
many activities; had he lived he may well have become very successful in military or civil life. 
Disappointingly, his everlasting claim to fame was to be that he and his Pilot, Lt  Waterfall, were the first 
RFC men to be killed by enemy action.  

Gordon came from a family with a strong military background. His father Brackenbury, saw service as a 
civilian under the military authorities in the Zulu War 1879 and later served in the Tembu (Thembu) 
Campaign in the early 1880s. His paternal Grandfather served with the Royal Artillery in the Crimean war 
and Indian Mutiny. His maternal Grandfather also served in the Crimean war, the Indian Mutiny and later 
in the Russo-Turkish War in the Imperial Ottoman Gendarmerie and was taken prisoner of war. Charles 
was also a great nephew of General Charles George Gordon, better known as Gordon of Khartoum, his 
paternal Grandfather having married General Gordon’s sister.  

For Gordon’s mother, Beatrice, his death must have been an immense loss; for on the 4th August 1914 
(the day war with Germany was declared) her husband Brackenbury had died. Within three weeks she 
would have been informed of the death of her only son. 

Beatrice died in 1937 and is recorded in the Hastings death register. Gordon’s sister, also called Beatrice, 
never married and died in 1977 as recorded in the Warwick and Leamington death register.  

Evidence of a positive connection by the Bayly family with Mayfield/Five Ashes is slim yet quite specific.   
The K&SC 10/11/16 P7 contains in its news of Mayfield, a report as follows: ‘ At the Parish Church on 
Thursday (2nd November) a memorial service was held for all in the parish who had fallen in the war. At 
the main entrance to the church the Roll of Honour was dispalyed, draped in the Union Jack. The names 
of those who have lost their lives were…..’ a list of 23 names follows and included the name C G Gordon 
Bayly. This is almost 2 years earlier than the death of Frederick Gordon Bayley who lost his life 23 



October 1918.  A likely explanation for the wrong name being inscribed on the Mayfield War memorial is 
that  both men had christian names of Gordon and both were born in South Africa. A further clue is 
provided by the K&SC 29/11/18 P7 which reported the death of Lt Col W Jesser Coope of Claremont, 
Mayfield on Saturday 23 November 1918. He was aged 82, had resided in the town for about 12 years 
and his funeral was held at the Parish Church. It also revealed that Lt Col W Jesser Coope had a military 
background which included service with the Imperial Ottoman Gendemerie. From other research It is 
concluded that Lt Col  W Jesser Coope was in fact Gordon Bayly’s maternal Grandfather. This provides a 
plausible explanation for Gordon Bayly being included in the Mayfield ‘fallen’ and Lt Col W Jesser 
Coopes’ death in1918 explains why, in 1920, details of the wrong Gordon Bayly were inscribed, 
uncorrected, on the War Memorial.   

Gordon’s mother Beatrice Bayly applied for her son’s military medals in late 1917 and her address added 
later (not dated) to the admin records is noted as High Wycombe and a further address in Jamaica. There 
is no evidence that she resided in Mayfield although it seems highly likely she, and Gordon, would have 
visited Lt Col W Jesser Coope.  

Montague Haffenden. Driver Army Service Corps. 611 Mechanical Transport Company attch 274 Siege 
Battery. Royal Garrison. Montague was killed in action/died (it is unclear from existing records) 16 
October 1918 aged  and is buried in the Crucifix Cemetery, Vendegies-Sur-Escallion. 

Montague was born 1886 in Mayfield to parents Titus ( Builder and Bricklayer) and Alice (nee Young). He 
was the youngest of four sons and had two older and two younger sisters. The Haffendens lived for over 
40 years in Mayfield; at first in Crouch, Mayfield, but largely in East Street (probably at different 
addresses).  Nothing is known of Montague’s early years, although glimpses of an Haffeneden family(s) 
living in the area is provided by the references in the  K&SC in the early 20C to various Haffenden boys/
men (christian name initial only) performing well on the cricket/football field. At the age of 15 Montague 
was employed as a Coachman- not domestic, which suggests he was working for a commercial company; 
by the age of 25 his occupation is described as Groom.  

His army service records have not survived and although it is known he enlisted/conscripted into the army 
at Finchley, the date is unknown. Given his civilian occupation it is not surprising that he was posted to 
the Army Service Corps as a Driver of either horse or motorised transport; although by 1918 as part of a 
611 Mechanised Transport Company he was obviously driving motorised vehicles.  A Siege Battery, RGA  
would have consisted of heavy guns and howitzers, with attendant demands for specialised  support 
equipment and ammunition, which in turn would require mechanical handling motorised equipment to 
maintain a constant supply of such material.  

In 1917/18 274 Siege Battery was part of 62 (Mixed) Brigade RGA  and was operating 6” Howitzers. In 
October/September 1918 they were supporting the attacks of 19th and 24th Divisions in the area of Selle, 
Sambre and Valenciennes. The circumstances of the death of Montague are, at present, unknown, but he 
was operating in the vicinity of some heavy fighting. The K&SC 8/11/18 P2 reports: ‘ Mr T Haffenden , 
East Street, has been officially informed that his youngest son, Pte Montague Haffenden M.T. has been 
killed in action in France’. 

Of Montague’s three brothers it is thought that possibly Burt served with the RASC and definitely that 
Frank enlisted at Eastbourne in 1916 into the 29 (IW) Battalion. Middlesex Regiment and later in 1917 
transferred to the Labour Corps, Home Service.  

Montague's mother, Alice, died early in 1914 at the age of 65 and father Titus in early 1924 aged 82. Both 
are buried at St Dunstans Parish Church.  



Article 29: August 1916 revealed an incorrect inscription on the Mayfield War Memorial: namely William 
James Watson, Royal Field Artillery who was killed in action 7th August 1916. The correct inscription 
should relate to-  

William James Watson. Private 10th Battalion Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment). Service No: 
60715. Formerly of the Royal Sussex Regiment. Service No. 1698 who was killed in action or died (it is 
variously recorded) 8th October 1918 aged 23 and is buried in the Marcoing British Cemetery, Nord. 
France.  

James (as he was known) was born 1896 to parents Jacob Henry (Wooden Hoop Maker) and Annie (nee 
Spinney). He was the eldest of 6 children, two brothers and three sisters all born and brought up in 
Mayfield. The family lived variously at Winters, Witherenden, Mayfield and later at Brook Cottages, 
Salters Green, Mayfield. Nothing is known of his early years but by 1911 his occupation is recorded as 
Errand Boy at a local Chemist shop.  

His Army service records are missing and it is not known when or where he enlisted, although he was 
initially with the Royal Sussex Regiment and latterly with the Royal Fusiliers.  Given the low service no. 
for the RSR ie 1698, it is likely that he enlisted early in the war. Nothing is known of the circumstances of 
his death although the 10 Battalion Royal Fusiliers were heavily engaged in the fighting on the Selle/
Sambre front. The K&SC 25/10/18 P6 reports: ‘Private J Watson, Ammunition Column, RFA has been 
killed in action in France. Joining up with the Territorials on the outbreak of war, Driver Watson, son of Mr 
H Watson, Salters Green, went to France in February 1915. He was 23 (sic) years of age.“   

There is much confusion with the name James Watson in the Mayfield area and research suggests that 
the reference to the RFA is in fact details of another James Watson (see Article 54: September 1918). 
Having said that, no service records of William James have been found to elaborate on the brief known 
details of his service with the RSR or RF.  

His mother Annie died 3Q 1917 and his father Jacob Henry died January 1920 aged 48, after suffering ‘a 
cold’ for nine days. He was employed in his later years as a porter with C J  Parris, Auctioneer; he is 
buried in St Dunstans Churchyard.     
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