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News of sweeping success along the Western Front, long awaited and prayed for by the British public, 
dominated newspaper headlines.  Multiple offensives by allied forces along the front line forced the 
German Army, already on the defensive, into wholesale retreat.  Around Amiens, Anglo-French forces 
crossed the River Somme, pushing the German Army back to the Hindenburg Line where they had 
started their Spring Offensive in March.  German casualties were high, including the capture of thousands 
of prisoners of war.  Later in the month around Ypres a Belgian Army, supported by British, American and 
French forces, swiftly forced the German Army off the high ground, pursued them towards the Hindenburg 
Line and also commenced an advance north along the coast, encountering difficult low lying waterlogged 
land.  Simultaneous attacks, breaking through German positions across the Canal Du Nord  towards 
Cambrai, were equally successful and made the continued defense of the Hindenburg Line untenable.  

On the southern sectors of the Western Front a similar pattern of allied success was unfolding. Strong 
American and French forces attacked the St Mihiel salient south of Verdun, an area that had been held by 
the Germans since 1914.  German resistance collapsed quickly and by the middle of September the 
salient was almost entirely retaken. Pausing this advance the American/French forces switched their 
attack to north of Verdun in the Meuse-Argonne area.  Here three strong defensive German lines were 
attacked and, whilst strongly defended and reinforced, by the end of the month 2 of the 3 lines had been 
taken.  Unknown to the general public was the fact that General Ludendorff, chief of the German General 
Staff, became convinced that Germany could no longer win the war. 

Further positive news was received from the Balkans, where in mid September a multinational force 
launched a strong offensive against the Bulgarian Army along the Vardar River. Under sustained pressure 
the Bulgarian forces began to collapse and by the end of the month the Bulgarian Government sought an 
armistice, the first of the enemy central powers to do so. 

In Palestine mid September, British forces attacked strongly-held Turkish lines at what became known as 
the Battle of Megiddo. Along a 65 mile front, from Jaffa on the Mediterranean coast to the valley of the 
Jordan River, the Turkish army, commanded by a German General, was confronted. Harrassed and 
denied consistent provision of supplies by T E Lawrence and his Arab forces, the Turks were 
disadvantaged and disorganised.  General Allenby’s forces achieved a vital breakthrough along the coast 
which allowed eastern access to cut-off lines of enemy retreat. A resounding victory was gained as the 
Turkish retreat became a rout, leaving Damascus virtually undefended.   

The new virulent enemy, influenza, reached the shores of Britain. Many workers were infected and  
unable to work.  This illness became known as Spanish Flu, although there is little evidence of it forming 
in Spain. It was a world-wide epidemic, with millions reported dead in Asia; and was now spreading 
quickly through Europe and its population, already weakened by wartime hardships. No vaccine was 
available and health workers were predicting that this disease could cause more deaths than the war. 

The 5th (Cinque Ports) Battalion of the Royal Sussex Regiment spent the month of September still 
undertaking pioneering works for the Forward Area from their base at Granezza, Italy.  They were still 
under enemy shelling during the month, but only 2 ORs suffered minor injuries.  

Nationally, a fresh campaign for the sale of War Bonds (another 1 Billion Pounds to be raised) was being  
launched under a new title of ‘Feed the Guns Campaign'. The ‘marketing’  plan was to display enemy 
trophies, provided for all villages/towns willing to cooperate in the sales scheme. If the campaign was 
successful the appropriate village/town was to be offered an enemy trophy as a souvenir. The Tunbridge 
Wells District savings committee decided to hold their event in January of 1919.  

In Mayfield, the War Supply Work Committee reported that 10 consignments of finished articles had been 
sent to the Lewes Depot in the last 12 months, made up of 1,824 individual articles. Less than the 
previous 12 months, as the articles requisitioned required more time in the making. The War Office 
supplied 24 lbs of wool free, which increased the amount of wool knitted to 120 lbs.  



A demonstration of food canning was given at the Parish Hall by the Food Productions Depratment. The 
canning of local fruit and vegetables was undertaken by several interested individuals. 

The WI held their monthly meeting which was well attended. A suggestion that younger members should 
form a class and practice singing, dancing etc for entertainment at the monthly meetings was accepted. 
The proprietor of the Star Hotel offered a room free for any practice.   

The Uckfield Rural Tribunal: The K&SC 6/9/18 P6 reported: ‘W J Piper, 40, motor and Cycle mechanic 
employed by Mr W G Paine, application for exemption refused. G. Burgess,46, coachman and gardener 
employed by Mr F W Stott at Mayfield exempted until 4th December.  A R Miles,46, Sexton and Verger, at 
Mayfield Church, exemption refused. W Beney,49, Chimney Sweep, Mayfield, application adjourned. G W 
Bassett Gabbitas, 37, Army Tutor, exempted up to 4th December.  What is interesting about this tribunal 
is that the ages of men being examined are predominately in their late 40s and some 50 years old.  
The K&SC 27/9/18 P6 reported: ON LEAVE: Corporal Raymond Weston MM, J Bale and L Wicker are 
home fram France.  

WOUNDED: Lt T Axell, Royal Sussex Regiment, husband of Mrs Axell, Island Villas has been wounded in 
the legs and thighs and is in hospital in France. Private F Hazelwood, Queens Own (sic) has been 
wounded and Sergt A Ticehurst is also reported wounded.  

FOR THE RECORD (OF  WWI MAYFIELD SERVICEMEN): Private William R Rogers, Royal Sussex 
Regiment, youngest son of Mr & Mrs  W H Rogers of Froghole Farm married Grace Hawes , Hope Farm, 
Mayfield.  Private W B Rogers acted as best man. Private George Wickham, Royal Sussex Regiment, 
son of Mr & Mrs Wickham of Wiitherenden HIll, Nr Ticehurst Road, married Eliza Hobden of Waldron. The 
two bridegrooms were called to the colours on 26th June last and are stationed at Newhaven   

There are two names recorded on the Mayfield and Five Ashes War Memorials for September 1918.  

Percy Hall. The inscriptions on both the Mayfield and Five Ashes War Memorials mistakenly refer to a 
Percy Hall, RN who died 27 September 1918. No connection to Mayfield /Five Ashes has been 
discovered for this Percy Hall whose home town appears to have been Blackburn, Lancashire.  
Research suggests that Percy Hall, Private, 11th Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment who was killed in 
action on 9th July 1916 should be the name recorded on the War memorials. Details of Percy Hall, 11/
RSR is included on the Mayfield British Legion online site  Article 28: July 1916. 

James William Watson. Shoeing Smith. 37th Howitzer Battery, 27th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery. 
Service No 97449. James died in a UK hospital 27th September 1918 aged 26 and is buried at St 
Dunstans, Mayfield.  

James was born in 1892 in Mayfield to parents William (Hoop Maker) and Eliza (nee Lawrence). The 
family of five children (ten born) lived variously at Colkins Mill; Little Bainden and Fletching St over a 
period of twenty years up to 1911. In the census of that year James’ occupation was noted as blacksmith 
worker .  

His service records show that he attested for the Royal Field Artillery at Eastbourne in February 1915  
and gave his occupation as Shoeing Smith. Given the reliance of the RFA on horse power, it is 
unsurprising that they were ‘specially enlisting’ Shoeing Smiths and highly likely that the position offered a 
better rate of pay and release from some of the irksome duties of a Private rank.  It appears that Shoeing 
Smith was a rank below Farrier in military life and it is reasonable to assume that James would have 
undertaken training or a course to familiarise himself with the military requirements of a Shoeing Smith, 
despite his similar civilian occupation. Shoeing Smiths performed the cold shoeing of horses with ready 
made horse shoes and were not generally involved in the making of such shoes although they would 
have been required to understand care of horse hooves and an understanding of hoof disease.  

James was quickly posted (March 1915) to a unit in France where he served until November 1917. His 
service records reveal that in December 1915 he was subject to Courts Martial proceedings, charged with 
fraudulently enlisting in the RFA whilst a deserter from the Royal West Kent Regiment. He subsequently 
signed a confession to that effect. The trial for fraudulent enlistment was dispensed with on the authority 



of the GOC 5th Division. James was held to serve in RFA and ordered to suffer the same forfeiture and 
deductions from pay as if he had been convicted by CM of the said offense.  Also he had to make good 
the value of the free kit obtained by him on his re-enlistment.  All former service was forfeited on 
dispensation with trial, service towards limited engagement reckoned from December 1915 rather than 
February 1915.   No details have been found of his service with the RWKR apart from a service number 
293; which given the low number may indicate a territorial unit.  

He remained in France until the latter part of 1917 when his Battery was transferred to Italy. Here in 
January 1918 he was on sick leave from his Battery, suffering from ICT (Inflamed Connective Tissue) 
problems with his right leg. Two months later he returned to his unit but just one month later, in April 1918, 
he was sent back to England for treatment of TB on the lung.  In early May 1918 he was assessed at a 
Military hospital in York and deemed permanently unfit for active service and recommended for discharge. 
He was discharged on a weekly pension of 27/6d and sent on for further care to a sanitorium where he 
died on 27th September 1918.  

The K&SC 4/10/18 P6 reported: ‘ Another sad page in the war history of Mayfield Parish has to be written 
consequent on the death of ex Shoeing Smith J Watson son of Mr & Mrs Watson of Fletching St, which 
occurred on Thursday last (at the Park Hospital Sanitorium, Hither Green, at the age of 26 years. Shoeing 
Smith Watson who was formerly employed by Messrs Wicker & Paine, joined the Forces soon after the 
outbreak of war, and has been on the French and Italian fronts for over three years, and after being badly 
gassed in France, was discharged a short time ago as unfit for further service.  After being home for a 
short period, he was sent to the Sanatorium where he died.’ 

There is no mention in his surviving service records of a gassing, although this may well account for his 
later TB of the lung. 

His parents William and Eliza both died in 1921. 
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